The Paint Spot Newsletter
(January 2013)


Well hopefully ya’ll had a nice Christmas and are getting ready for a new year.

Especially nice to see December 22 get here with the world still intact (as much as can be expected). I think many of us were under the wrong impression when it came to the end of the Mayan calendar. Here’s the way I understood it and what I personally believed:

That date (December 21, 2012) was a “pinnacle”, the high point of an event. I personally have watched the alignment of planets for the last year at least. They were visible on clear nights. As I observed this natural phenomenon I thought about things like “global warming”, fossils found right outside my back door, tidal shifts, earthquakes, tsunamis, dinosaurs, and even the Orion constellation.


I know that Texas was part of the ocean floor at one time because of the fossils I find. I know that earth quakes were not as frequent as they’ve become in recent years. I know that tsunamis were also not so popular until recent times. People like Al Gore also must realize this but saw an opportunity to exploit the matter and apply a “Tax” to it (you don’t have to be smart to do this, just opportunistic and have a “knack” for insulting our intelligence). I know that dinosaurs were here and now they’re not. These things are real and part of our global history. The point of an end and the point of a beginning or……..A point of “Re-calibration” (sound familiar?).

Here’s the real questions that nobody seems to be asking………….How the hell did such a primitive culture know this? Why do we assume we are so technologically advanced compared to ancient people, yet lack the ability to do what the Mayans did? Why does the Orion constellation appear in “Three” places: in space, on Mars, and the Mayan ruins themselves (visible only from space)? Finally……….what happened to the Mayans? If we’re so much smarter than them, then why can’t we answer these questions?

Here’s my observation: I think it’s an arrogant assumption to think we are smarter than our predecessors and we have an inability to learn from our past……. (Sound familiar?).
Other news:


I realize that the content of what I wrote last month was “risky” at best, but felt it needed to be said. The response I got from all of you was to date “over the top”. I did my best to respond to each one of your messages, but there was far too many. Not only that, some of them actually brought tears to my eyes! As a result, we are adding a “comment” section to the website to handle this……www.thepaintspot.biz. This option is forthcoming.
Addendum to last month’s newsletter: Misspelled “Hoese” (correct spelling) corporation and “LeatherLyke” (correct spelling). I think spell check changed it, and I didn’t notice in the proof reading………..Sorry Clint and Brian!

Auto Art Magazine

Auto Art magazine is an international magazine that features “how to’s” and tips from the absolute greatest artists in the world. You’ll not only get to read about these icons, but actually see step by step what made them great. Their methods, steps, and choice of supplies is all laid out for the reader. If you want to know how to pin stripe, air brush, or wonder what these guys use, you need to get this magazine. There are also scheduled events for those of you who might wish to attend or compete. Two of the “Greats”, Bill Pelton a.k.a. “Mild Bill” and “Alton Gillespie” are regularly featured artists that contribute to this magazine, and are personally responsible for The Paint Spot now being a preferred vendor. The regular price is $7.00 per issue but we offer the magazine to our customers for a discount price of $5.50. Anyone interested in receiving Auto Art can either come by The Paint Spot and pick one up, or add it to your order and we’ll deliver it to you. The Paint Spot (830) 899-2845 or rcpaintspot@gmail.com.
Local Air brush artist:


“Pete Bush” is an up and coming artist who may be of interest to some of you local readers. Pete is a personal friend of ours as well as a customer (yeah, he knows good quality paint, that’s why he uses Matrix!) Pete is also a subscriber to Auto Art Magazine and that’s why I’m bringing him up. Many of you have at one point or another asked if I knew anyone who could come out to your facility and do custom air brushing for them. I do know several folks who do this type of work, but because of price and availability sometimes a deal couldn’t be struck. Because Pete is just recently putting himself out there in this industry, he is more flexible and much more cost effective than some of his colleagues. This is not to say that he is not as good however, merely that until recently his efforts were concentrated on his full time job…….. “Law enforcement”. Pete has been developing his artistic side for many years and has just now decided to go full time with his passion. Pete’s work can be viewed at The Paint Spot or just give him a call at (830) 964-3810. Consider this “value add” to your existing business and instead of turning away the next project because it includes something outside your “norm”, give Pete a call and have him quote you “your cost” on the job!
2013 Matrix calendar:

The entries for the 2013 Matrix calendar were plentiful this year and as such, increased the competition for placement. Last year as you may recall our very own “McQueeny Collision” took the July spot. This year however, I’m sad to say that not one of our customers made any of the 12 monthly positions………not even “Slix” which had more than one entry! Just when I was contemplating suicide I received word that our own “Rene Cuevas” from “Cuevas Customs” actually placed on the inside back cover with his custom painted 2012 Tri-Glide Harley Davidson.


I know how much we promoted the calendar and how hard each and every one of you worked for the contest so please don’t despair. I personally saw most (if not all) of your entries and I have to conclude………..you’re all winners in my book! A BIG THANK YOU For your participation!!!!!!!!!!!!!
        We have the new calendars in stock and they’re yours free for the asking.

 Fiberglass or SMC:

First of all I need to explain the difference between SMC (sheet molding compound) and Fiberglass……..THEY ARE NOT THE SAME!!!!!!!!!!!!!
SMC is chopped material that is compressed and heated to form a panel. This process was adopted to speed up production as well as lower cost (labor primarily).


The SMC process became popular around 2001, but could be found as early as the late 1980’s. The repair of SMC should be done with either “Epoxy” products or “SMC RESIN”. FIBERGLASS RESIN WILL NOT WORK SO DON’T USE IT!!!!!!!!!!

As a body man I experienced first hand what happens when you use fiberglass resin on SMC. I actually think I got away with it a few times (either that, or the customer thought I was an idiot and never returned). On the job that “blew up in my face” (a 2000 something Mustang hood) I did the repair as I normally would, painted the car, and a month later the customer came back. His complaint was die back and mapping around the repaired area. I told him I would fix it, and when I went to grind down to the problem I noticed the lack of “feathering”. I started to pick at the edge and ended up peeling off the whole patch, like a “pancake”! I repaired it three more times before a boat friend of mine (who apparently knew a hell of a lot more than me) said “hey you dumb ass, that’s SMC, you can’t use this shit”! I felt like a dumb ass for sure, but it wouldn’t be the first time I did something stupid and ended up learning from it………..he was right!
Since that time I have went way out of my way to tell everyone I can about the difference, especially The Paint Spot customers.


Recently (last month) one of you asked about this issue because you experienced this problem, and that’s why I’m writing about it now…….I apologize for not doing it sooner!

Because of the differences in not only material but the resins themselves, here’s my suggestion if you’re in doubt about the substrate…….USE SMC RESIN ALWAYS!
Here’s why: You can use SMC resin on Fiberglass, but you CAN’T use fiberglass resin on SMC.


Unless you are 100% certain that you repairing “fiberglass”…….use SMC resin!

When you take a grinder to SMC it won’t feather. It just keeps breaking away. Fiberglass on the other hand will feather until you eventually grind completely through the panel.

If it’s 2001 or newer, chances are IT’S NOT FIBERGLASS!

Many of you (me too) freak out at the price difference between the two. SMC is about double the cost. Two things about that: #1 how much does it cost to re-do the whole job. #2 we have found an alternative source for SMC resin that has lowered the cost substantially! EXAMPLE: Evercoat #100865 $165.09/gallon . Our new brand $75.88/gallon.
Tech Tip:

Here’s a trick that an old friend of mine taught me several years ago that recently came to mind when we started to demo the “Dan Air” “DAA Vac” (made by Sata). This by the way is the coolest tool ever and one that no painter should be without.
This tool because of its design converts air blast into suction (a venturi) and that’s what gives it significance to our fiberglass repair tip.


Let’s say that you’re working on an old Corvette and the car has a break in the body. Many of us would like the repair to be stronger than the original body so as not to re-break in the future. You could always repair on the exterior and the inner side to build strength, but what if repairing the inside would alter the appearance or the value of the car? What if the repair was in an area that you couldn’t even get to the inside? You can make the repair 5 to 10 times as strong as original and only repair the outer panel! Here’s how:

Grind a channel right on top of the break the full length. Sand or grind the area around the break “low” gradually working back up to the original surface. Cut fiberglass mat to fit only the width of the original break. Saturate the mat and the repair area with resin. Cut mat a little wider and repeat. Repeat this until you’ve got a series of saturated mat that extends to the outer area and just beyond. Take modeling clay (you can get it at hobby lobby) make a form that’s away from the saturated area, but not too far (a couple inches). Take wax paper (wax side to wet resin) and inside the clay area. Put a sheet of “saran wrap” over the whole area (including the clay form) and tape it down around the edges. Cut a small hole in the saran wrap (not over the repair area) and tape your “Venturi” into the hole (suction side in of course). Plug it in and let it do its thing!

You will end up with five to ten times the amount of glass in the same area where you could normally get only one, with virtually no air pockets! Now since the mat progressively got larger away from the original break, can you see where the strength comes from? As far as the inside is concerned, if done correctly, there’s a hairline mark that could easily be undercoated or painted, and that’s only if it can be seen in the first place!

Ask us about this tool, it’s $159.00 and worth its weight in gold for the painter alone, what about you body men……….see any value to you?

SIA Abrasives:

You know, in this modern world “name brand recognition” carries a lot of weight. I know that when I choose to shy away from such brands as 3M, Sata, PPG, DuPont, Etc. I run the risk of not only going out of business but also pissing off my customers. However, I do these things totally for the sake of our customers. I know for fact that there is absolutely no “one” supplier that has the perfect mouse trap. It is me who said “I intend to change the world one body shop at a time”, and therefore my solemn duty to you is to find as good or better products that lower your cost and improve your results. It’s also my job to separate fact from fiction, and I promise you, I leave no stone unturned in doing so. I have even told Paint Spot customers to buy certain items from Hoffman’s just because I refuse to stock or sell them…….. “If I don’t use or believe in a product, I WON’T sell it! (That one’s for you Allen). On the other hand, many of you have brought to my attention products that I’m not familiar with. The FIRST thing I do is try it myself! If it works and it’s worth it……..I stock it and sell it! (That one’s for you Brian). If not…………let Don Hoffmann sell it to you! LOL! (That one’s for you Don)

At the end of the day however, it is you who can “make me or break me”. Since 2004 you and I have both seen changes with respect to name recognition. “Matrix”, “NorthStar”, “SEM”, “Indasa”, to name a few are no longer “unknowns”, and guess what……. “The Paint Spot” ain’t either! Now the newest name to be making a presence is…… “SIA”!

None of this could have been possible if it weren’t for you, and I’m not addressing the owners of the companies when I say this. More often than not, it’s the guys in the trenches that will either embrace or condemn a product, and I thank you guys for being so willing to not only place your trust in me, but for caring so much about your employer to actually save him (her) money! Collectively it is “us” not “me” that is changing the world!

These next few years will be decisive in that the smart shops will cut costs and ask more from their suppliers (like The Paint Spot) and we will have to respond (the not so smart shops will go out of business). I am and have always been prepared for this (don’t forget, we have a shop too) and I am adamant that sacrificing quality is NOT an option!
History:

I think we ought to skip history this edition…………….you’re probably still trying to digest last month’s lesson.
Health:

I want to enlighten you all on some common things that are definitely not good for you.

Fluoride: It is said to fight cavities and help prevent tooth decay right? Well did you know that if I took some of our clear coat, catalyzed it and sprayed on your teeth I’m willing to bet that might prevent some tooth decay as well as keep them nice and white……….it’s got U.V. protection! Never mind all the rest of the cancer and other health problems it would cause. Fluoride is toxic and you shouldn’t put it on you, let alone in your mouth! Buy “fluoride free” tooth paste!
X-Rays: I can explain the consequences in one word…….. “Radiation”! Don’t ever let a doctor or dentist give you one unless absolutely necessary!

Now I picked these two words intentionally as they relate to something that has become routine………… “Dental check ups.”  Before I go any further do what I’ve asked before….. “VERIFY.”  You’ve got no excuse for not knowing what I know… “The Internet.”  If that’s not enough, how about the book “slow death by rubber duck.” If you’re a parent this is your job!


When you take your kids in for their “six month dental check up” here’s how it goes: The first thing they want to do is give the little tykes an x-ray right? The last thing they will want to do (and this is after they scrape the shit out of your kids teeth with stainless steel instruments) is give them a “Fluoride treatment”.
Problem: Number one, if I have arrived at a dental office that can’t determine whether or not my kid has a cavity without exposing them to radiation, maybe I ought to find one that can! Number two, why in Gods name would I let someone spray a carcinogenic chemical in my kid’s mouth. Seriously, the kid could live with a cavity (and it’s total bull shit that fluoride even prevents that) but how long will they live with cancer?

Now I know what you’re thinking (because we’ve all been schooled on being a “good robot”) x-rays are so minimal, they couldn’t hurt anyone. Really? Don’t tell me, let me guess, you learned that from the technician who just so happens to be standing behind the lead lined barrier! Look up the stats on mortality rate of those technicians, you’ll be shocked at the cancer rate! Now the fluoride. This is a good one. I’ve heard all the ill educated theories about “I brush my teeth but I never swallow the tooth paste”.  News flash! You don’t have to swallow, it’s in your system immediately regardless!

I feel guilty as a parent for not knowing better with my first two kids. I feel down right stupid for believing that doctors and dentists and the media would not have been honest in warning me as a parent about these things, but even “capitalism” has its flaws. “Better late than never” I say, and capitalism also brought the internet and books and that gives me a choice. I CHOOSE NOT TO BE IGNORANT!  I VERIFY!

                                                “What Ever It Takes”

                                                          Rick Ciotti
