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San Leandro’s Teacher of the Year, Arcy Devera, stands by the Hawaiian leis that Leadership students 
made for graduating eighth-graders. 
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County Homeless Count Drops Slightly 
But More People on Street Seek Services

San Leandro School District’s 
Teacher of the Year Found Her Calling

Cherry Festival
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City Sends Out 
Stormwater Fee Ballots

If you own property in San 
Leandro, check your mailbox 
in the next few days for a mail-
in ballot asking you to vote 
for a per-parcel fee increase 
to your property tax bill that 
Public Works created to fix 

Alameda County has 
slightly fewer homeless peo-
ple than two years ago, but 
more people on the streets are 
seeking services. 

Much more work remains 
before all residents can enjoy 
an improved quality of life, 
according to a Housing and 

Homelessness Services report 
released on May 15.

According to this year's 
Point-in-Time (PIT) count 
by Alameda County Health 
and the Alameda County 
Continuum of Care (CoC), 
volunteers identified 9,450 
people as homeless. This is a 
3 percent decrease from the 
9,747 people homeless in the 

Travel and training are 
often part of a City Council 
member’s job. But how much 
should they be reimbursed 
for expenses when a special 
opportunity puts them over 
the limit?

That was the discussion 
during the Monday, May 20, 
City Council meeting. The 
City Council voted unani-
mously, 7-0, to reimburse 
Councilmembers Xouhoa 
Bowen and Victor Aguilar, Jr.

Aguilar and Bowen are 
scheduled to attend a three-
week executive education pro-
gram at the Kennedy School 

of Government at Harvard 
University in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, in July. The 
$17,000 program cost covers 
tuition, housing, materials, 
and meals.

Aguilar received a full 
scholarship and will attend in 
June. Bowen is going to attend 
in July.

Each City Council member 
is allowed up to $10,000 a year 
reimbursement for travel and 
training. Bowen has already 
spent $9,534.75 for the year, 
so the vote lets her go $18,000 
over the limit.

John Muir Middle School science 
teacher Arcy Devera was named San 
Leandro’s Teacher of the Year on May 6, 
and is in the running for a similar award 
for all of Alameda County and possibly 
the state. 

“I put in my 110 percent every day 
and I find it rewarding,” Devera said. 
“I’m so happy I have the energy to put 

and improve the city’s aging 
stormwater drainage systems.

At its May 20 meeting, the 
San Leandro City Council vot-
ed unanimously, 7-0, to send 
out the ballots, which will be 
mailed to all property owners 
in San Leandro. The ballots 

in another 110% with my (own) kids.”
Devera is in her 17th year teaching 

overall, and has been full-time at Muir 
since 2011. She started out teaching En-
glish Language Arts but switched over 
to science when a long-time teacher left 
five or six years ago. 

She’s also the teacher adviser to 
Leadership, the student government 
at Muir, where she’s been able to help 
pioneer a number of popular events at 

the school.
Devera said her favorite moments 

come when students working in groups, 
sometimes one-by-one, have “a-ha” 
moments of discovery.

But then, later, she loves getting 
invited to not only former students’ 
high school graduations, but all kinds 
of events in their lives.

“They just don’t forget,” she said 
of see TEACHER page 12

2022 count. 
Out of this year’s total 

number, officials estimate that 
two-thirds (6,343 people) are 
living unsheltered, an 11 per-
cent decrease from 2022. On 
a brighter note, some 3,107 
people were counted in vari-
ous shelter projects around the 
county, a 19 percent increase 
from 2022.

“Over the past several 
years, we have invested heavi-
ly and strategically in address-
ing the conditions that lead to 
systemic homelessness,” said 
Jonathan Russell, Director 
of Alameda County’s Health 
Housing and Homelessness 
Services division. “Now, we 
are starting to see the positive 

WEEKEND  WEATHER

CLEAR

}

}

HIGHS: 76-85

LOWS: 54-58

SUNDAYSATURDAYFRIDAY

0   10   20   30   40   50   60   70   80   90   100   110

Sunny thru Saturday 
Partly cloudy Sunday



San Leandro Times2 THURSDAY, MAY 30, 2024

Adopt-A-Pet

Nester Honey

10-year-old Major Jackson 
of San Leandro is in the fourth 
grade at Assumption School 
and plays baseball for the 
Castro Valley Little League 
Minor A team Braves.  

On May 14, the Braves 
wound up in a pitcher’s duel 
with the Rangers and won the 
game, 2-1, at the Creekside 
Middle School baseball dia-

Little Leaguer Nails 
Down a Win in 
Pitchers’ Duel

mond. The Braves struck out 
10 batters, while Rangers sat 
down 11.  

Major Jackson threw a 
perfect fifth inning, striking 
out the side on nine pitches.  
Major and his teammate be-
hind the plate were a one-two 
punch in the lineup, as each 
drove in one run for the Braves 
resulting in the win.

Major Jackson pitched the Minor A Braves to a 2-1 
win and in the fifth inning he struck out three batters 
on nine pitches. 

The Pets of the Week at the Hayward An-
imal Shelter, 16 Barnes Court in Hayward, 
are a rabbit and a Labrador retriever. 

Nester is a 8-month-old, short-hair 
rabbit. He is small in size but makes up for 
it with his courage and strong personality. 
Nester is easy going but will give you a good 
grunt if he doesn’t like what your doing. 

Honey is a 9-month-old yellow Labrador 
retriever. She is very high energy, so she will 
need a lot of activity and mental stimulation. 
Honey loves to play with other dogs and play 
with toys, just like a Labrador. Honey would do 
well in a home with teens and up. 

To meet or adopt Nester or Honey, call the 
Hayward Animal Shelter at 510-293-7200. 
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 1881 Astor Drive-Directions: Lake Chabot Rd. is Open. Use View Drive or 
Fairmont to Lake Chabot Rd. to Club @ Astor Dr. during construction. 

See website “BOVSWIM.COM “ FOR ALL OUR CLASSES AND FEATURES.

*Previous members of 12 months or less are not eligible for this promo. Not to be combined with any other offers.

All Club features are included in your monthly dues. Except Babysitting, 
Swim lessons, Massage and Personal Training

COMMIT YOUR FAMILY 
TO BE FIT!

8 NEW CHAMPIONSHIP PICKLEBALL COURTS

W/40 classes per month of other 
group exercise classes

Indoors 
& outdoors gym 

Yoga w/7 classes a week

Monthly Dues
Families = $299 

Monthly Dues  
Singles = $265

FREE MONTH
w/Annual Dues, Pay for 11mo. get 12mo. FREE

Offer exp 5/31/2024

Swim Lessons Available for Members Only

When you join early
 and pay for your 1st 

month dues 

       
  MAY FREE      

 One Time Initiation Fee (May Only) 
$1500 Family now $700 Save $800
$800 Single  now $500 Save $300  

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL2 Free Lockers 1 for each Spouse
 for 1 year.

You are the last step in quality control. Proof your ad carefully!
Double check your address and phone number.

(510) 614-1555          FAX (510) 483-4209

AD PROOFSan Leandro Times

SIGNATURE                                     DATE

❏  OK to print as is
❏  OK to print w/ changes

      

“Lovewell Team” is a dynamic,
award-winning Real Estate team
Call 510-351-5555 or visit us at

www.Lovewellteam.com
— A team you can love and trust —

Lovewell Team
(CA DRE #00689931, #01912817, #02187163)

20665 Garden Ave., Hayward • $769,000
3 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths, 1301 Sq. ft., Built 1950

Open House Sunday, 6/2/24, 1-4 pm

3560 Ballantyne Dr., Pleasanton • $1,749,000
4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 2023 Sq. ft., Built 1987

Open House Sunday, 6/2/24, 1-4 pm
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Try the Alta Mira Club’s Cherry Turnovers
At the Cherry Festival

The Alta Mira Club will be selling Cherry turnovers at 
the Cherry Festival on June 1, while they last. Proceeds go 
to the building fund to help the club maintain its historic 
home. Help preserve San Leandro’s heritage and buy a 
turnover from the Alta Mira’s booth at the Cherry Festival.       

Mindfulness for Stress Relief – May is Mental Health 
Awareness Month

Join the library for a special 4-part series where you will 
learn and practice techniques to relieve stress in some of 
the most challenging areas of life. All workshops will be 
held on Thursdays from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at the San Leandro 
Main Library, 300 Estudillo Ave. May 30 – Relationships; 
June 6 – Work; June 20 – Health. Register for one or more 
by calling 510-577-3971. Space is limited.

Church Invites Older Adults to Senior Citizens Club
First United Methodist Church, 1600 Bancroft Ave., 

invites older adults to participate in a 6-week program of 
seated exercise, meditation/labyrinth walk and tea time.  
Join us on Tuesday mornings, May 7 through June 11, from 
10 to 11:30 a.m. No charge. Drop-ins welcome, no need to 
attend all six sessions. For more information call the church 
office at 510-483-0606. 

Kiwanis Club of San Leandro Meets on Tuesdays
The Kiwanis Club of San Leandro meets on Tuesdays 

at noon, except for the first Tuesday of the month at 5:30 
p.m. at the Barbara Lee Health Center, 2251 Bancroft Ave. 
in San Leandro. To attend on Zoom: Meeting ID: 759 9480 
8209 Password: 560475.

League of Women Voters Town Hall  
On Homelessness

The League of Women Voters of the Eden Area and the 
Castro Valley Women’s Club are co-sponsoring a Town Hall 
meeting “Conversations about Homelessness in the Castro 
Valley/Eden Area: Reality, Challenges, and Resources” 
on Saturday, June 8, at 11 a.m. at 18330 Redwood Road 
in Castro Valley. The panelists include: Melissa Moore, 
director, Street Medicine Institute; Sabrina Fuentes, case 
manager, HEPPAC; Lucy Kasdin, program director, LCSW; 
Rev. Aaron Horner, community outreach pastor, First Pres-
byterian Church, and CHP Officer C. Oliveri. For more 
information, email lwvea57@gmail.com.

Eden Bazaar Fundraiser for 
The Japanese Community Center

Come visit the Eden Bazaar 2024 on Saturday, June 
8, from 1 to 7p.m., and Sunday, June 9, from 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m., at the Eden Township Japanese Community Center, 
710 Elgin St. in San Lorenzo. Enjoy barbecued chicken 
teriyaki or ribs, sushi, udon, curry rice, pastries, shave ice 
and more. The event includes children’s games and a silent 
auction.  The bazaar is a fundraiser for Eden JACL and 
Eden Township Japanese Community Center. For more 
information see: https://www.edenjapanesecc.org/events.

Juneteenth Cooking Presentation
At the Main Library

Come to a Juneteenth Holiday celebration with a 
presentation by Chef Wanda Blake of Wanda’s Cooking 
on Tuesday, June, 18, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the San 
Leandro Main Library, 300 Estudillo Ave. Delve into the 
rich culinary traditions tied to this meaningful holiday while 
enjoying light refreshments. Discover the stories behind the 
flavors and celebrate the spirit of Juneteenth.

Resolve to Lose Weight 
By Joining TOPS

Join TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) for the support 
you need to start your weight loss journey. TOPS is a 
non-profit weight loss support group that meets on Fridays 
at 9 a.m. at the United Methodist Church, 19806 Wisteria 
Street in Castro Valley. For more information, call Sandy 
Montero at 510-299-7312. Join for fellowship and support. 
What do you have to lose?

Community Calendar

Free Lunch for Children 
18 and Under

The San Lorenzo Unified 
School District will feature 
its Summer Feeding Pro-
gram for those who are age 
18 and under, during days 
when summer school is in 
session, at the following two 
school sites and times: Bay 
Elementary School 2001 
Bockman Road, San Lorenzo 
6/12-7/12 Community lunch 
12-12:20 and Bohannon 
Middle School 800 Bock-
man Road, SLZ 6/12-7/12 
(M-F) Community Lunch 
12:10-12:30.  All sites will 
be closed June 19 and 7/4-
7/5 for the holiday. For more 
information on additional 
Summer Food Service Pro-
gram Sites go to www.cde.
ca.gov/ds/sh/sn/summersites.
asp  The SLZUSD is an equal 
opportunity provider and 
employer.

San Lorenzo 
Unified – Free 
Lunch for 
Children 18 
And Under

A convoy of bicyclists rides up Juana Avenue and past the downtown Safe-
way on Bike To Wherever Day on Thursday, May 16. San Leandro city staff 
had a table handing out snacks when bikers arrived at BART just before 
departing for workplaces and other destinations. The event was sponsored 
by Bike East Bay to promote commuting by bicycle.

PHOTO BY MIKE McGUIRE

Rolling through Town

Claudia Marseille will 
discuss her memoir, But You 
Look So Normal: Lost and 
Found in a Hearing World, 
which is about her life with a 
life-long severe hearing loss 
on Saturday, June 8, at 9:30 
a.m.  in the Oakland Kaiser 
Permanente Hospital, Fabiola 
Bldg., 3801 Howe St., Low-
er Level, Room G26 in the 
basement. 

Claudia is an author, paint-
er, and a woman of many 
talents. She is a member of 
the HLAA East Bay Chap-
ter. Claudia was mainstreamed 
in the oral world at a time be-
fore the advent of disability 
accommodations and sophis-
ticated hearing technologies. 

Growing up in Berkeley 
and moving into adulthood, 
she met many struggles. She 
will have her memoir, But You 
Look So Normal, available 
for sale and author signing at 
the meeting at market cost of 
$20 including tax, with cash 
payment preferred. 

To Register for this free 
event go to:  https://www.
HearingLossEB.org  and then 
click on the “Monthly Meet-
ing.” 

Author to Speak 
at Hearing Loss 
Association 
Meeting

City of San Leandro’s Home
Earthquake Strengthening Course

When: June 6, 11, 13, and 18
 This is a four-day course.

Where: The Senior Community Center @
 13909 E. 14th Street, San Leandro
                     
Time: 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Cost for City of San Leandro Residents:
$30.00 for single / $35.00 for couples
Cost for Non-Residents / Unincorporated
San Leandro: $50.00 for single / $60.00 for couples

Class size is limited.
REGISTRATION BY MAIL
PHONE, OR 
EMAIL: Permitsbyemail@sanleandro.org
ON A FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVE BASIS
For more information, please call Division of
Building & Safety Services at (510) 577-3405.

TO REGISTER: Please mail your payment
and information or call:

The City of San Leandro is again offering its nationally recognized and award-winning Home 
Earthquake Strengthening Course to homeowners. This is a “do-it-yourself” course geared 
towards owners of older, raised-floor homes. Homeowners will be shown how to identify and 
strengthen structural weaknesses in their homes. Upon completion of this four-day course, each 
homeowner will have a customized blueprint for their seismic project.
If you own a hillside home, please contact the Division of Building & Safety at (510) 577-3405.

City of San Leandro
Building Division
835 E. 14th Street
San Leandro, CA  94577
(510) 577-3405
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Castro Valley
3446 Village Dr. 
(510) 581-0220 

NATURAL  FOODS

Since 
1969

San Leandro
182 Pelton Center 

(510) 483-3630 

25% 25% 
OFFOFF

The Promise of the Rainbow
Vitamins and 
Herbal Products

HOROSCOPE by Salomé © 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

ARIES (March 21 to April 19): Your sense of adventure is energized by a 
challenge you’ve been hoping for. A loved one has some reservations, but can be 
persuaded to support your move.

TAURUS (April 20 - May 20): Your recently unsettling period has passed. 
Move ahead with those plans you put on hold. An offer needs careful study 
before you decide to accept or reject it.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20): A career move could be in the works, but you 
might want to question facts that recently came to light. A Libra emerges as a likely 
romantic prospect.

CANCER (June 21 - July 22): Tense moments in relationships ease up by 
week’s end. In the meantime, be careful not to react in a way that will aggravate the 
situation.

LEO (July 23 - August 22): Children or other kin present problems that 
you need to deal with. Your strong protective nature reaches out to reassure 
them that all will soon be well.

VIRGO (August 23 - Sept. 22): You’ve earned the right to enjoy some 
fun time with friends and family. Someone from your past remembers you with 
fondness. Expect a call.
LIBRA (Sept. 23 - October 22):  You might feel the urge to change your 
surroundings. If you’re not up to a major move, you could get the same effect by 
redecorating your home.

SCORPIO (October 23 - November 21):  Changes in your workplace 
could test your decision-making ability. Rely on your self-confidence to help you 
make the right choice at the right time.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21): Resist the urge to rush to 
judgment about friends who might appear to have let you down. You need to 
hear their sides of the story before you act..

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19): The times favor a change for the better 
in your private life. However, you still might have some sticky wickets to deal with 
on the job. Stay alert.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18):  A friendship could suddenly move from 
platonic to passionate. The decision for any change in this situation is ultimately 
yours to make. Consider it thoroughly.

PISCES (Feb. 19 - March 20): You still might be reacting to a stunning 
revelation from a friend, but it’s time to move on. Travel offers a chance to bring 
someone new into your life.

ince way back in 1909, San 
Leandro has celebrated the 
beginning of the cherry har-

vest in what was then a town full 
of orchards.
 While you’d have to drive 
around a little to find a cherry tree 
anywhere in the East Bay these 
days, we aren’t about to turn our 
back on the exquisite fruit that 
gave San Leandro the nickname, 

Cherry Crepes

S
The Festive Cherry

Cherry City. 
 After taking a few years off, 
the Cherry Festival returns to San 
Leandro’s downtown this Saturday, 
bigger and better than ever. And 
there are plenty of cherries around 
for the big celebration.
 The life of a picked cherry is 
short, so use them within a day or 
two of purchase—they don’t ripen 
after being picked.

CHERRY SAUCE

4 cups pitted and halved Bing
  cherries
2-1/2 cups sugar
1/2 cup light corn syrup
1/4 cup lemon juice
1 cup water
1 (1-3/4 ounce) package 
  powdered fruit pectin

 Combine cherries, sugar, corn 
syrup and lemon juice. Let stand 
30 minutes; stir occasionally. 
Combine water and pectin; bring 
to boil and boil hard 1 minute. 
Pour over cherry mixture; stir 
about 3 minutes. Pour into clean 
containers; cover with tight-fitting 
lids. Let stand at room temperature 
until cool. Freeze. Thaw and serve 
over ice cream, yogurt or pudding.

CHERRY CREPES

1 quart fresh cherries
1/2 cup sugar
1/2 cup water
1/3 teaspoon salt
1 tablespoon cornstarch
1 tablespoon water

  For the Crepes:

1 cup Bisquick baking mix
1 egg
1 cup milk
Powdered sugar

 Heat oven to 350°F.
 Wash cherries and remove pits. 
Place in saucepan with sugar, wa-
ter and salt. Cover; bring to a boil, 
reduce heat and simmer 5-8 min-
utes. Blend cornstarch with water; 
add to cherries and cook 2-3 min-
utes or until sauce has thickened 
and is clear. Keep warm.
 For the Crepes: Beat baking 
mix, egg and milk with rotary 
beater until smooth.
 Spoon 2 tablespoons batter into 
hot lightly greased 6- or 7-inch 
skillet. Rotate pan until batter cov-
ers bottom. Bake until bubbles ap-
pear. Gently loosen edge; turn and 
bake other side. Makes about 12.
 Spoon warm cherry mixture 
onto crepes and roll or fold. Place 
crepes seam side down on oven 
proof platter. Bake about 5 min-
utes.
 Sprinkle with powdered sugar 
and serve warm.

FRESH CHERRY SALAD
WITH MELON & MINT

1/4 honeydew melon, seeds
  and skin removed, and cut
  into 1/2-inch cubes
1/4 cup minced fresh mint plus
  sprigs for garnish

2 tablespoons light honey
1-1/2 cups pitted fresh cherries
Lemon juice
Juice of 2 limes

 Put the cantaloupe, honeydew 
melon, and minced fresh mint in a 
bowl and turn several times. 
 Put the honey into a small bowl 
with the lemon juice and stir until 
the honey dissolves, a minute or 
two. Pour this over the melons and 
turn several times. Add the cherries, 
turning them in as well. Pour the 
lime juice over all, garnish with 
mint sprigs and serve. Serves 6.

CHERRY & RED ONION
MARMALADE

1/4 cup chicken stock
8 cups very thinly sliced red
  onions (about 2 large)
1/4 cup balsamic vinegar
2 cups pitted cherries
Salt
Freshly-ground black pepper

 Bring stock to a boil in large 
pot and reduce by half over medi-
um-high heat. Add onions, reduce 
heat to medium-low and cook, 
covered, until very soft, about 45 
minutes. Uncover and continue to 
cook, stirring occasionally, anoth-
er 30 minutes. Add vinegar and 
cherries and cook until carmelized, 
45 minutes to an hour. Season to 
taste with salt and pepper. Makes 

a good accompaniment to grilled 
meats.

CHERRIES JUBILEE

1/2 cup white sugar
2 tablespoons cornstarch
1/4 cup water
1/4 cup orange juice
1 pound Bing cherries, rinsed
  and pitted 
1/2 teaspoon finely grated
  orange zest
    1/4 teaspoon cherry extract
    1/4 cup brandy
    3 cups vanilla ice cream

 Whisk together the sugar and 
cornstarch in a wide saucepan. 
Stir in the water and orange juice; 
bring to a boil over medium-high 
heat, whisking until thickened. Stir 
in the cherries and orange zest, re-
turn to a boil, then reduce heat, and 
simmer for 10 minutes. While the 
cherries are cooking, spoon the ice 
cream into serving bowls.
 Remove the cherries from the 
heat, and stir in the cherry extract. 
Pour in the brandy, and ignite with 
a long lighter. Gently shake the 
pan until the blue flame has extin-
guished itself. 
 Spoon the cherries over the 
bowls of ice cream. Serves 6.

CHERRY MUFFINS

1/2 cup softened butter or
  margarine
1 cup sugar, plus extra 
1 teaspoon vanilla
1 egg
2 cups flour
2 teaspoons baking powder
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 cup milk
1-1/2 cups fresh cherries,
  pitted and chopped
1 tablespoon lemon zest
1/2 cup chopped pecans

 Preheat oven to 375°F. Grease 
12-muffin tin or line with muffin 
papers.

 With electric mixer, cream butter 
with 1 cup sugar together until light 
and fluffy. Beat in vanilla, then 
egg. Sift 2 cups flour with baking 
powder and salt. Stir flour mixture 
into butter mixture in batches, alter-
nating with milk. Fold in cherries, 
lemon zest and pecans. Batter will 
be thick. Spoon into muffin tins, 
filling each cup half-way. Sprinkle 
tops with a little sugar. Bake for 25 
minutes or until toothpick inserted 
into center comes out clean. Cool. 

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1 2

1-510-690-8920

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases 
of $1,000 or more with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off  balance before end of promotional period. APR for new purchases is 
28.99%. Eff ective - 01/01/2023 - subject to change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete details.2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month 
outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For those who 
qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Off er valid at time of estimate only. See Representative for full warranty details. 
Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio. AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, FL #CBC056678, IA 
#C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN #IR731804, MT 
#226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #0086990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN 
#7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912.

APR FOR 
24 MONTHS**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF

PROTECT YOUR HOME 365 DAYS A YEAR
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San Leandro Unified an-
nounced the nomination of 
Silvia Zambrano-Dugger from 
Lincoln High School to rep-
resent SLUSD as one of the 
Alameda County Office of 
Education’s Classified School 
Employees of the Year. 

Silvia, Lincoln’s sole cus-
todian for over a decade, con-
sistently takes on a workload 
that far exceeds the expecta-
tions of her position. 

Assistant Superintendent Zarina Zanipatin, Superintendent Michael McLaugh-
lin, Silvia Zambrano-Dugger, and Lincoln High School Principal Matt Steinecke, 
as Zambrano-Dugger accepts her award. 

PHOTO COURTESY SAN LEANDRO UNIFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Silvia Zambrano-Dugger Named 
SLUSD Classified Employee of the Year 

Despite being the only 
custodian, her ability to main-
tain the campus’s cleanliness 
showcases her exceptional 
organizational skills and ded-
ication to providing a safe and 
welcoming environment for 
students and staff.

Silvia is known for her 
upbeat demeanor and unique 
ability to connect with others 
through humor. She is a key 
team member in fostering a 

vibrant and cohesive school 
community. Her ability to 
engage and uplift those around 
her has earned her respect 
among staff and students as 
an indispensable community 
leader.

The San Leandro Unified 
School District congratulates 
Ms. Zambrano-Dugger on her 
achievement, as well as the 
following exceptional classi-
fied employees chosen by their 
schools for consideration as 
the district launches its annual 
celebration of SLUSD Classi-

fied School Employees Week:
Garfield Elementary – An-

gela Hoang
Halkin Elementary – Pam 

Toledo
Jefferson Elementary – 

Miriam Flores
Madison Elementary – 

Lilia Garcia
McKinley Elementary – 

Georgette Jackson
Monroe Elementary – Mi-

chelle Haas
Roosevelt Elementary – 

Melissa Magdaleno
Washington Elementary – 

“    She is 
known for her 
upbeat 
demeanor 
and her 
ability to 
connect 
with others 
through 
humor.

Maria Batista 
Bancroft Middle School – 

Tina McCormick
John Muir Middle School 

– Mason Hayenga
San Leandro High School 

– Evelyn Afusia
Virtual Academy – Denise 

Wooden
District Office – Sofie 

Wijaya

The San Leandro Unified 
School District (SLUSD) 
announced that Celine Liu, 
Director of Teaching, Learn-
ing, and Educational Equity, 
as the Management Employee 
of the Year. 

The school district said 
that Celine has made an indel-
ible mark on the educational 
community since joining the 
district in 2019.

Liu began her journey with 
SLUSD as a Coordinator for 
Educational Services and 
quickly rose to her current 
leadership role. Her dedication 
and expertise have been pivot-
al in enhancing math instruc-
tion and facilitating the adop-
tion of new curricula across 
multiple subjects, including 

History/Social Science (TK-
12), Science (TK-12), and 
World Language (6-12).

As the primary organizer 
of districtwide professional 
development days, Liu en-
sures educators are equipped 
with the latest teaching strat-
egies and resources. 

Her leadership skills are 
also evident in managing 
the summer school program, 
providing students with con-
tinuous learning opportunities 
during the break.

San Leandro Unified con-
gratulates Ms. Liu on her 
achievement and all of the 
district’s leaders as SLUSD 
launches its annual celebration 
of Management Appreciation 
Week.

SLUSD Names Liu 
Management 
Employee of the Year

Celine Liu accepts her award from Superintendent 
Michael McLaughlin

Meals on 
Wheels 
Needs 
Volunteers

SOS Meals on Wheels, the 
provider of home-delivered 
senior nutrition in the San 
Leandro and Castro Valley, 
needs more kitchen volunteers 
to keep up with the demand 
for service. 

The work is rewarding, 
fun, flexible, and meets a 
pressing need in our commu-
nity of providing homebound 
seniors with a nutritious meal 
and wellness check. 

Monday through Friday, 
volunteers come to the San 
Leandro kitchen starting at 
9 a.m., and work for about 
2-and-a-half hours. Thursdays 
and Fridays the most challeng-
ing to fill.

Sign up today and start 
tomorrow. Visit sosmow.org/
volunteer. For additional in-
formation, contact John Schin-
kel-Kludjian at 510-244-0165 
or via email at John@sosmow.
org.

142 JOAQUIN AVE. • SAN LEANDRO 
RobertJonesandAssociates.com

510 -357-0120
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Call Us 
For All Your 
Real Estate 

Needs
Matt Jones

510.798.6401
DRE#0137894

Robert Jones   
Associates

Real Estate

Register NOW for the 2024 Fall Soccer Season!
REGISTRATION CLOSING MAY 31, 2024

We have 
programs for 

all kids 
U4-U19, 

2021 - 2006

Register NOW for the 2016 Fall Soccer Season!
Registration Closing May 30th

To register, go to:

www.castrovalleysoccer.com

 The club has been serving the youth of 
Castro Valley and our surrounding cities 

since 1982 

We have programs for all 
kids born from 1998-2013

To register, go to: 
www.castrovalleysoccer.com/register/recreational-registration

You are the last step in quality control. Proof your ad carefully!
Double check your address and phone number.

(510) 614-1555          FAX (510) 483-4209

AD PROOFSan Leandro Times

SIGNATURE                                     DATE

❏  OK to print as is
❏  OK to print w/ changes



REAL ESTATE GALLERYREAL ESTATE GALLERY

Antonio M. Cardenas

(510) 326-4263

Real Estate Broker - Ballroom Dancer

“The Realtors In Motion”

www.ListedbyAntonio.com • write2me2@aol.com
R.E. eBroker Group • DRE #00898737
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SERVING SAN LEANDRO FOR 20+ YEARS
Your neighbors and real estate experts.  

Have real estate questions? Please give us a call!

GREG NOVAK
REALTOR® ∙ DRE #01721382

510.472.4770 
greg@redoakrealty.com
gregnovakrealtor.com

CORY BOLLER
REALTOR® ∙ DRE #02132597

 510.221.3037 
cory@redoakrealty.com

coryboller.com

JULIE CUELLAS
REALTOR® ∙ DRE #01252720

510.682.5665 
julie@redoakrealty.com

juliecuellas.com

REAL ESTATE REALITY
GUEST COMMENTARYBy Carl Medford, CRS

Special to the Times

21109 Gary Drive #109 94546: $435,000 [1 BD - 812 SF - 1981 
4463 Heyer Avenue 94546: $903,000 [2 BD - 936 SF - 1950 
19112 Parsons Avenue 94546: $1,025,000 [2 BD - 1,137 SF - 1947 
17674 Buti Park Court 94546: $1,250,000 [3 BD - 1,343 SF - 1962 
5066 Ray Avenue 94546: $1,326,000 [3 BD - 1,238 SF - 1954 
25210 Century Oaks Circle 94552: $1,900,000 [5 BD - 2,963 SF - 1996 
TOTAL SALES: 6 
LOWEST AMOUNT:    $435,000 MEDIAN AMOUNT:         $1,137,500
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,900,000    AVERAGE AMOUN         $1,139,833

Hayward  ————————-------
29591 Vanderbilt Street #307 94544: $415,000 [1 BD - 643 SF - 1988 
25001 Copa Del Oro Drive #104 94545: $575,000 [2 BD - 958 SF - 1986 
20255 Concord Avenue #2 94541: $590,000 [3 BD - 1,411 SF - 1990 
27903 Ormond Avenue 94544: $655,000 [3 BD - 1,000 SF - 1954 
713 Medford Avenue 94541: $715,000 [3 BD - 983 SF - 1930 
25473 Franklin Avenue 94544: $820,000 [3 BD - 951 SF - 1950 
428 Arc Court 94544: $835,000 [2 BD - 1,501 SF - 2021 
22670 Beech Street 94541: $901,000 [3 BD - 1,853 SF - 1943 
1069 Central Boulevard 94542: $910,000 [3 BD - 3,048 SF - 1972 
26209 Flamingo Avenue 94544: $940,000 [3 BD - 1,363 SF - 1952 
31578 Hugh Way 94544: $1,050,000 [3 BD - 1,175 SF - 1955 
2992 Pickford Way 94541: $1,070,000 [3 BD - 1,823 SF - 1963 
26991 Gading Road 94544: $1,100,000 [3 BD - 1,515 SF - 1953  
TOTAL SALES: 13 
LOWEST AMOUNT:      $415,000 MEDIAN AMOUNT:             $835,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT:    $1,100,000     AVERAGE AMOUNT          $813,538

San Leandro  ————————-------
15335 Washington Avenue #205 94579: $515,000 [2 BD - 1,052 SF - 1985 
2394 Fairway Drive 94577: $605,000 [2 BD - 1,158 SF - 1972 
2323 Fairway Drive 94577: $630,000 [2 BD - 1,270 SF - 1977 
645 Tudor Court 94577: $718,000 [3 BD - 1,050 SF - 1948 
43 Cornwall Way 94577: $795,000 [2 BD - 1,723 SF - 1979 
15025 Beatty Street 94579: $830,000 [3 BD - 1,020 SF - 1949 
1567 Wayne Avenue 94577: $910,000 [3 BD - 1,530 SF - 1943 
1009 Glen Drive 94577: $1,730,000 [4 BD - 3,114 SF - 1941 
TOTAL SALES: 8 
LOWEST AMOUNT:      $515,000 MEDIAN AMOUNT:            $756,500
HIGHEST AMOUNT:    $1,730,000     AVERAGE AMOUN            $841,625

San Lorenzo  ————————-------
608 Empire Street 94580: $895,000 [3 BD - 1,014 SF - 1950 
772 Via Mariposa 94580: $910,000 [3 BD - 1,000 SF - 1944 
1752 Keller Avenue 94580: $960,000 [2 BD - 1,405 SF - 1952

TOTAL SALES: 3 

RECENT HOME SALES

Castro Valley —————————

50%
OFF*

Save now with

Your First Service

Let the experts at 
TruGreen® provide a 

tailored plan that can 
help your lawn look its 
very best year-round.

*Special price is for fi rst Lawn service only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new residential 
EasyPay, MonthlyPay, or PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. 
Availability of services and/or products may vary by geography. Not to be combined with or 
used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer 
responsible for all sales tax. †Purchase of annual lawn plan required for TruGreen Lawn Assessment, 
which is performed at the fi rst visit. America’s #1 lawn care company based on U.S. market share of 
professional lawn care companies. 2022 MMR Brand Health Tracker. ◆Guarantee applies to annual 
plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2022 TruGreen Limited Partnership. All 
rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

Caring for next 
spring’s perfect 
lawn starts now.

Call for your FREE, 
no-obligation quote today!

1-888-926-3403

TruGreen will gladly visit 
your property as needed 

between scheduled visits 
to ensure your satisfaction◆

Our TruGreen Lawn Assess-
ment® will examine your grass 
and soil types and tailor your 
plan based on the results.†

Our tailored lawn plans utilize 
the latest technology and 
techniques that help make 
your lawn green and healthy.

It is safe to say that Re-
altors across the country 
and NAR itself disagree 
with the ruling, with NAR 
denying any wrongdoing. 
In a statement released on 
03/15/24 they explained, 
“The settlement, which is 
subject to court approval, 
makes clear that NAR 
continues to deny any 
wrongdoing in connection 
with the Multiple Listing 
Service (MLS) cooperative 
compensation model rule 
… that was introduced in 
the 1990s in response to 
calls from consumer pro-
tection advocates for buyer 
representation.”
Regardless of how anyone 
feels about the lawsuit and 
subsequent settlement, once 
it becomes law, it will add 
layers of unwanted confu-
sion and complexity into 
the homebuying process.
Bottom line: the current 
system for sellers to offer 
cooperative compensation 
to a buyer’s agent through 
the MLS will end with the 
possibility, going forward, 
that buyers themselves may 
be responsible to pay their 
agent’s representation fee 
should the sellers choose 
not to do so. Additionally, if 
buyers want representation 
by a Realtor, a signed repre-
sentation agreement will be 
required.

 Carl Medford is a licensed 
Realtor with Keller Williams 
Realty and a licensed general 
contractor. This article is spon-
sored by the Central County 
Marketing Association.

By Carl Medford, CRS
Special to the Times

With the National 
Association of Re-
altors (NAR) class 

action lawsuit settlement 
close to final approval, it 
appears that implementa-
tion of the mandated chang-
es will begin on August 
17th, 2024. With this in 
mind, what is the lawsuit 

actually about?  
To begin, it is important to 
understand some history. In 
the early 1990s, consumer 
advocates began lobbying 
for more effective buyer 
representation. Before 
then, there was no way to 
guarantee buyers would 
get their own, dedicated 
representation and that their 
agent would be guaran-
teed compensation. It was 

agreed that local Multiple 
Listing Services (MLS) 
would not only list all local 
listings on one site but 
would also include offers of 
cooperative compensation 
from sellers clearly posted 
on each listing so a buyer’s 
agent would know what 
their compensation would 
be.
Under the system, sellers 
paid a commission to the 
listing brokerage who, out 
of the commission, paid the 
agreed upon compensation 
to the buyer’s agent. Con-
sequently, commissions for 
both the listing and buyer’s 
agents were “coupled” 
and paid by the seller. The 
system worked very well 
for years.
Recently, however, sellers 
in Missouri sued NAR, 
claiming the system kept 
commissions artificially 
high and prevented buyers 
from being able to negotiate 
compensation on their own. 
In a class action lawsuit, 
the jury agreed that going 
forward, commissions will 
be decoupled and offers of 
compensation to the buyer’s 
agent, if any, will no longer 
appear on any MLS.

NAR Settlement Mandates 
Changes to the Buyer 
Agent Compensation Process

161 Begier Avenue • San Leandro
SOMETHING SPECIAL!!! Beautiful Four-Plex with True CHARM OF YESTER-
YEAR! Over 4800 sqft on an 8500 sqft lot a great residential neighborhood. 161 
BEGIER AVENUE near City Hall and Downtown. Offered at $1,388,000! A Great 
Opportunity! 

Robert Jones & Associates
Celebrating Our 59th Year At Our Downtown Location

142 Joaquin Avenue • 510 357-0120
Call Bob at 510-377-4886 or Matt  510-798-6401 — Matt  &  Bob Jones

DRE#0137894 DRE# 00276097
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Wingless female aphids don’t lay 
eggs; they give birth to live young 
females that mature quickly.

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details  AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, 
FL #CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN #IR731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, NJ 

#13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #86990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912

Say “NO” to Cleaning
Out Your Gutters. 

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

THE LEAFFILTER ADVANTAGE

LET THE PROS HANDLE IT!™

BEFORE AFTER

+

We’re looking to install our 
NEXT GENERATION gutter 

guard on your home!

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase*

++ We o� er fi nancing that fi ts your budget!1

Seniors + Military

FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION – SCHEDULE YOUR 
FREE INSPECTION NOW! 1-510-690-89201-510-690-8920

1-510-690-8920
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

 Using Shade
 Hot weather is on its way, so when transplanting, space seedlings so that the leaves of 
the mature plant will shade the soil between plants. This keep the soil cooler and cuts 
down on evaporation. When transplanting, gently loosen the rootballs of the seedlings 
before planting them so roots can quickly reach out into surrounding soil to establish 
themselves. 
  Vegetables
 If your vegetable garden space is limited, try growing some varieties in hanging 
baskets. Bush-type cucumbers, zucchini, cherry tomatoes, and a variety of herbs works 
well.
 For great yields, feed eggplants, peppers, squash and tomatoes when they blossom. 
 Flowers
 Everything that’s in bloom at your garden center is a good buy this week. Look for 
annuals, including marigolds, petunias, impatiens (good for color is shady spots) and 
zinnias in jumbo packs.
 For late-summer color from bulbs, plant tuberous begonias, cannas, gladioluses, 
montbretias and tigridias.
Summer Planting A-to-Z
  Finish planting this big round of summer flowers and vegetables. Anything planted 
after July 4 should be to fill-in and replace the first big burst of annuals and vegetables. 
  The list of summer flowers is endless, starting the alyssum and ending with zinnias. 
This is really the last opportunity to plant summer flowering bulbs such as gladioluses, 
dahlias and lilies. Shrubs, vines, ground covers and herbs can be planted now. 
 This is the last weekend to plant tomatoes, squash, peppers, eggplant, melons and 
cucumbers from seedlings. Put in corn and beans from seed. These vegetables need 
constant hot weather to become prolific producers.
  Veggie Feeding Time
 For greater yields in the vegetable garden, feed eggplant, peppers, squashes and 
tomatoes when they bloom. You can hand-pollinate tomatoes by flicking blooms during 
the driest part of the day. Big plants can be taken care of with one or two shakes while 
holding onto their cages. The pollen is naturally sticky and this helps to spread it.
 Mulch
 Keep adding to mulches throughout the summer to keep roots cool, foil weeds and 
help to cqonserve water. Always water well before adding the mulch or you will insu-
late dry soil rather than moist. Pile mulch two to six inches deep under shrubs, trees, 
vines, flower and vegetable beds. Let grass clippings dry out a bit before piling them up 
or they will clump into a mat that is impervious to water.
 Houseplants
 Summer is the biggest growing season for houseplants. Feed them on a monthly basis. 
Some plants can come outdoors for a breather if they’re protected from direct sun and 
wind.

WEEKEND GARDENERWEEKEND GARDENER

By Buzz Bertolero
Special to the Times

A

Q Three years ago, 
we were given 
several blueberry 

plants and planted them 
in containers. So far, they 
have yet to produce any 
berries. How long must 
we wait until the plants 
start producing, and when 
should they be pruned?
 

 Blueberry plants, 
when properly 
cared for, can bring 

a bountiful harvest of de-
licious berries at an early 
age. For this to happen, 
the  plants  must  flow-
er,  and  the  flowers  need 
to be pollinated. There 
are  early-flowering  va-
rieties, mid-season, and 
late-blooming Blueber-
ries, each with unique 
charm.  Another  variety 
from the same blooming 
period is the necessary 
pollinator. Blueberries are 
also grouped according to 
their winter chill require-

ments. Because of our 
mild winters, the South-
ern Highbush, a low-chill 
variety, is the best-suited 
blueberry  for  Bay  Area 
gardens. Knowing the var-
ious names would answer 
many questions, but I as-
sume they are unnamed. 
So, that leaves you with 
two options.  You wait 
another year to see if the 
plants bloom simultane-
ously. If so, then the prob-
lem is that the varieties are 
not suited for our climate, 

or they are the same vari-
ety. You need two differ-
ent varieties with a similar 
blooming period.  If the 
varieties bloom at other 
times, you could replace 
one with another variety 
or increase the number of 
blueberry plants in con-
tainers. The second option 
would be to replace both 
varieties now and save a 
year.  A good selection of 
Blueberries is now avail-
able at your favorite gar-
den center. I might sug-
gest Bountiful  Blue or 
Sunshine Blue as they are 
self-fertile and you can 
avoid the pollination 
problem altogether. This 
would be my preferred 
option.  Blueberries are 
pruned annually in Feb-
ruary  before  the  flush  of 
new growth. Excessive 
pruning should be avoid-

BUZZ BERTOLERO

THE
DIRT

GARDENER

ed because it dramatically 
reduces the crop for that 
year. The plant(s) is kept 
fairly open by cutting out 
weak and older non-pro-
ducing stems down to the 
ground. You should also 
remove all the dead or dy-
ing branches. Generally, 
you keep four to six vig-
orous, older stems and one 
to two new solid shoots 
per bush. The new shoots 
will eventually replace the 
older  stems. Another  rea-
son for pruning is that it 
limits the plant from over-
producing. If all the flow-
ers are left to develop into 
berries, the berries will 
be small, ripen later than 
normal, and the plants will 
have little new growth. 

 What can I apply 
to eliminate clover 
in my lawn?

 Ortho Weed-B-
Gon and Bonide 
Weed Beater Ultra 

are selective herbicides 
that remove clover and 
other broadleaf weeds 
without harm-
ing the grass. 
You could also 
apply a ‘Weed 
and Feed’ type 
turf product as 
it should con-
trol the clover and many 
other broadleaf weeds.  
So, eliminating clover 
shouldn’t be that difficult.  
Another option is to leave 
the  clover.  A  mixed  turf 
of grass and clover is not 
that undesirable. Clover 
doesn’t require much care, 
and it’s water-wise. 
 Buzz Bertolero is an Ad-
vanced California Certified 
Nursery Professional. The Dirt 
Gardener’s website is www.
dirtgardener.com, questions 
can be sent by email to buzz@
dirtgardener.com.Q

ABlueberry Plants Will Produce a Bountiful Harvest of Berries

All real estate advertised in the Castro Valley Forum is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation, or discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, marital status, national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation or discrimination. The Castro Valley Forum will not knowingly accept any advertisement for real estate 
that is in violation of the law. All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are available on an equal opportunity basis.

A = SAN LEANDRO  •  B =  BERKELEY  •  C = CASTRO VALLEY  •  D = DUBLIN  •  F = FREMONT  •  H = HAYWARD
L = LIVERMORE • O = OAKLAND • P = PLEASANTON • SLZ = SAN LORENZO •  W = WALNUT CREEK  •  Z=ALAMEDA CITY GUIDE

SAT. & SUN.
JUNE 1 & 2

 CITY   SAT      SUN                ADDRESS                                  PRICE                         BDR./BA.         REALTOR                          AGENT          PHONE
H                       1-4              20665 Garden Ave             $769,000                    3/1.5        Re/ Max Accord            The Lovewell Team           510-351-5555
P                        1-4              3560 Ballantyne Dr            $1,749,000                 4/2           Re/ Max Accord            The Lovewell Team           510-351-5555

 



ADVERTISE WITH EAST BAY PUBLISHING AND REACH OVER 65,000ADVERTISE WITH EAST BAY PUBLISHING AND REACH OVER 60,000

SERVICES
10 words
(1 week)

Call 510-614-1558 (Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m - 5 p.m.)
2060 Washington Ave., San Leandro, CA  94577

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD TO VIEW THE CLASSIFIED ADS
Visit our Websites 24 hours a day

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE
New ads, cancellations or ad changes:

MONDAY BY 5:00 P.M.www.sanleandrotimes.com
www.castrovalleyforum.com

510-614-1558
510-614-1557

Classi�eds@ebpublishing.com VISA, MASTERCARD & DISCOVER ACCEPTED

RENTALS
10 words
(1 week)

MISC. FOR SALE
10 words
(3 weeks)

HELP WANTED
10 words
(1 week)

GARAGE SALES
10 words
(1 week)

AUTOS / TRUCKS
10 words
(1 week)

CALL
NEWS

EMAIL

$35$35 $30$35
ALL CLASSIFIED ADS ALSO RUN FREE ONLINE!    •    AD MUST BE PREPAID WITH CASH, CHECK OR CREDIT CARD    •    ADDITIONAL WORDS ARE $1.00 EACH

$35$35 $30$35 $35$35 $30$35
CLASSIFIED ADS RUN EVERY WEDNESDAY IN THE CASTRO VALLEY FORUM AND EVERY THURSDAY IN THE SAN LEANDRO TIMESCLASSIFIED ADS RUN EVERY WEDNESDAY IN THE CASTRO VALLEY FORUM AND EVERY THURSDAY IN THE SAN LEANDRO TIMES
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

You can run a classified ad for 
a little as $35 a week. Your ad runs 
in both of our newspapers, the 
Castro Valley Forum on Wednesday 
and the San Leandro Times on 
Thursday. You can also save by 
placing your ad on our website at 
castrovalleyforum.com or sanlean-
drotimes.com. We’ll call you for your 
credit or debit card info for payment. 

To  place  an  ad  by  phone  call 
Patrick Vadnais at  510-614-1560, 

Mon-Fri  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

CONCRETE SERVICE

S.L. CONCRETE SERVICE Drive-
ways, Sidewalks, Stamped Con-
crete, Retaining Walls, Tree and 
Drain Service. Lic.#982202. 510-
856-8937.

FENCES/DECKS

Fence wobbly? Call Randy's Fence 
Reinforcement and save thousands! 
510-706-6189.

*SPECIALIZING IN WOOD FEN-
CES, DECKS & RETAINING 
WALLS. Replace or repair, paved 
walkways, yard cleaning, tree trim-
ming, topping or removal, garage 
cleaning & debris removal. Insured & 
Bonded #8189. Jerry 510-410-2427.

GARAGE SALES

ALOHA ESTATE SALE Fri. 5/31 & 
Sat. 6/1, 9am-2pm, Cash Only. 2233 
Croyden Place, San Leandro. COME 
ON BUY!

JAIME’S  GARDENING
Maintenance,  Trimming,  Clean-
ups, Hauling, Sprinkler Repair/ 

Timers. FREE Estimates. Insured.
510-299-9583

GARDENING

*BEAUTY GARDEN LANDSCAPING
Design - Construction - Mainte-
nance. Cleanups, New Lawn, Artifi-
cial Grass, Irrigation, Patios, Path-
ways, Brick, Stone, Concrete Fence/  
Decks. Free Estimates! Lic.#925130. 
510-691-8852.
www.beautygardenlandscaping.com

GGARDENINGARDENING/T/TREEREE SSERVICEERVICE

NAVA'S COMPLETE LANDSCAP-
ING: Mowing, trees, cleanup, haul-
ing, FREE  estimates. 510 512-5857.

HAULING SERVICE

HAULING: Small  and  Big  Jobs. 
Furniture, Concrete, Wood, Trash, 
Metal, Demolition. Also house inside/ 
outside  cleanups.  510-715-1578.

HELP WANTED

Caregiver needed for disabled 
male near the Oakland Chabot Golf 
course.  Sunday 8am-11am  Total of 
3 hours per week  $23/hour Cash 
1(510)636.1582  I have a service 
dog.

The City of San Leandro is now  
accepting online applications for 

Human Services Program 
Coordinator - 

$6,074 - $7,383/month

For more detailed information, 
please visit www.sanleandro.org. 

EOE

HOUSE CLEANING

VICTORIA’S HOUSE  CLEANING
Excellent references. Free estimates

Reasonable rates. 510-715-1578 
VictoriaGutierrez140@gmail.com

*MP CONCRETE. Driveways, Patio, 
Retaining Walls, Stamped Concrete, 
Asphalt, Hauling. Lic.#1054154. Milo  
510-502-9336.

WE ARE HIRING ... Bay-O-Vista
Swim, Gym, and Pickleball Club. 
We are currently hiring part-time staff.
We are an Equal Opportunity
Employer. We have flexible shifts to
work with other schedules. Open
Hours 5:30am to 9:30pm.

1. Qualified Baby-sitters (part-time)
2. Certified Lifeguards for Summer 
3. Part-time Facility Attendant
4. Part-time Front Office Attendant

Please pick up application at 1881 
Astor Drive, San Leandro. During
construction USE View Dr to Astor or 
Fairmont to Lake Chabot Road to 
Astor. or email Sandy at:
sandy@bovswim.com and request
an application be emailed to you ...
Don’t delay.

HELP WANTED

Help for the homeowner
means business for you!

San Leandro Times
HOME SERVICES GUIDE

Call 614-1558

Neighborhood Garage Sales
Saturday, June 1 from 9 am - 3 pm
Grove Way / Gail Drive / Knoll Way
Castro Valley Furniture, electronics,
MORE

IF YOUR GARAGE SALE IS
RAINED OUT, WE'LL RUN
YOUR AD AGAIN FOR NO
EXTRA CHARGE.  SLTimes
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MISC. FOR SALE

BALWIN Upright piano $800. 1 Own-
er, Best condition. Call 510-614-
0150.

You can place a FREE
“MISC. FOR SALE” ad

for items $50 or less
at: sanleandrotimes.com  

or at: castrovalleyforum.com 
or more info call Patrick Mon-Fri. 

9am-1pm at 510-614-1560
(some restrictions may apply)

MISC. WANTED

WANTED - Reel to reel music 
tapes,  Call Patrick 510-517-3351.

REAL ESTATE AGENTS

H
Are you interested in buying or 

selling a home or property?

Would you like the help of a 
Professional Agent?

For assistance call ...

RENTALS

LANDLORDS –  Advertise  your 
units! A vacancy day is money 
lost  forever ... R. Bowman

SERVICES

HANDYMAN & CONTRACTORS 
You can run a classified ad for 
a little as $35 a week. Your ad runs 
in both of our newspapers, the 
Castro Valley Forum on Wednesday 
and the San Leandro Times on 
Thursday. You can also save by 
placing your ad on our website at 
castrovalleyforum.com or sanlean-
drotimes.com. We’ll call you for your 
credit or debit card info for payment. 

To  place  an  ad  by  phone  call 
Patrick Vadnais at  510-614-1560, 

Mon-Fri  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

TREE SERVICE

*A CAREFUL TREE    SERVICE.  
Certified. Arborist. Lic.#694067. Trim-
ming, Removals. FREE Estimates. 
Bonded.  Call  510-581-7377.

YOUR INFO

Advertise your Home for rent in the

San Leandro Times & Castro Valley Forum

DON’T LET ANOTHER WEEK SLIP BY!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

To place an ad call 510-614-1558

LANDLORDS - Advertise your units!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

R. Bowman

To Place a Garage Sale Ad
call 614-1558

To Place a Garage Sale Ad 614-1558

Thanks to our many Readers who
SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

IF YOUR GARAGE SALE IS
RAINED OUT, WE'LL RUN
YOUR AD AGAIN FOR NO
EXTRA CHARGE.  SLTimes

HOPE YOU FIND just the
job you are looking for!

Rent it FAST with a TIMES
WANT AD ... 614-1558

HOME SERVICES GUIDE
Help for the homeowner
means business for you!

To Place an Ad ...

Call 614-1558

We REAAALLLY appreciate our
many Readers who support our

Advertisers!  Patrick V.

Help for the homeowner
means business for you!

San Leandro Times
HOME SERVICES GUIDE

Call 614-1558

To Place an Ad call 614-1558

This offer is for private party ads only (no
dealers).  Items must be priced and only
one item may be listed for sale. You may
change the asking price at anytime (no
other changes are allowed). You may can-
cel your ad at anytime (there are no refunds
available on this $25 special). Other restric-
tions may apply. For more information call
Patrick at 614-1558.

$25
10 words

maximum.
$1.00 for

each
additional

word.

Advertise your vehicle for
3 weeks in the San Leandro
Times and 3 weeks in the

Castro Valley Forum for only…

GREAT
DEAL!

SELL YOUR CAR
OR TRUCK NOW!

Help for the homeowner
means business for you!

San Leandro Times
HOME SERVICES GUIDE

Call 614-1558

NEED
REMODELING?

How about a
new kitchen or

bath? Check
the TIMES

"Classified Ads" &
The TIMES "Home

Service" ads for
help!
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It may look like a small 
retail clothing store, but TAGS 
at 1711 East 14th St. is a 
mini-community center with 
a mission to serve as a safe 
space for San Leandro’s teens 
and young adults up to age 24.

In fact, the San Leandro 
Chamber of Commerce just 
honored it with a “Best of 
San Leandro” award in the 
Home, Family & Community 
category. 

TAGS stands for “Teen 
Advocacy Going Strong.” 
The store sells used and re-
purposed clothing, with ev-
erything sourced locally. Used 
clothing is curated for sale by 
young people in a Sellers Mar-
ket, but there are also monthly 
workshops on repurposing 
textiles and other materials 

into clothing using a variety 
of tools.

TAGS does sell prom 
dresses, good to know as that 
sometimes stressful search 
is starting for many families 
in town.

Students can sell their art, 
often in the form of clothing 
accessories such as jewelry 
and shoes, in the store’s Maker 
Market  as well.

TAGS is committed to 
reusing, repurposing and be-
ing environmentally friendly, 
said Lynn Drôgo, its founder 
and executive director. They 
marked Earth Day on April 
22 with a Makers Market & 
Sustainable Fashion Show, 
done in collaboration with 
the San Leandro High school 
Eco Club, Art Department and 
Media Department. Students 
modeled the clothing they 

created at the event, too.
Students can learn the ins 

and outs of both fashion and 
running a small business as 
volunteers or staff members 
at the store. 

After Drôgo’s own chil-
dren were grown, she founded 
the store nearly three years 
ago to help teens and young 
adults cope with mental health 
troubles discussed widely in 
the media.

The TAGS newsletter sug-
gests, “Create more and stress 
less.”

“We wanted to give teens  
and young adults a place to 
come as they are,” Drôgo 
said. “It’s a space to find their 
authentic selves.”

She said it might be a good 
place for a young person to 
come between phases of their 

TAGS – Where Young People Can Shop and Learn about Business
By Mike McGuire

San Leandro Times

Seconds Recommendatin to Fix 
Traffic Island Hazard

Editor,
I also struck the island at 

Joaquin Avenue and MacArthur 
Boulevard, causing severe damage 
to my rims and tires making a right 
turn onto MacArthur. (Letters to 
the Editor, May 23, 2024, “Traffic 
Island Makes Street More Dan-
gerous”) This island is a hazard 
to traffic, as you can see by the 
damage to the curb. 

I am told this island is for 
bicycle lane safety. I respectfully 
ask that you engineer another way 
to produce bike lane safety without 
causing a further road hazard. I 
urge you to please email or call 
Public Works. Bike lane protection 
shouldn’t be dangerous to motor-
ists. 

Charles McLean
San Leandro

$250,000 for Stormwater Fee 
Amendment Consultant

Editor,
I just received my “Official 

Ballot Information Guide” for the 
"2024 Stormwater Fee Amend-
ment.” A logical assumption, I 
feel, is that I would get my ballot 
AFTER the consultant stated “job 

done” and collected their $250,000 
fee. Is that the case? 

I don't recall hearing/reading/
seeing anything at all related to the 
Fee Amendment prior to having 
received my ballot. I assume the 
ballot itself is not part of that 
$250,000 and was in fact some-
thing else paid for by the city (us). 
What has the $250,000 gotten us to 
this date?

Danny Hinckley
San Leandro 

$20,000 in Additional Funds 
for Individual Training of City 

Council Members
Editor,

As someone privileged to ob-
tain higher education, I am a strong 
advocate for personal and profes-
sional development for everyone, 
but not at the expense of taxpayers 
who would benefit equally from 
access to those same resources. Ad-
ditionally, to the best of my knowl-
edge, each City Council member is 
already allotted $10,000 per fiscal 
year for training purposes. More-
over, in 2024, a council member 
will attend an upcoming leadership 
training with a full scholarship.

Why not leverage council 
members’ training as an opportuni-

ty to engage in cross-training and 
share the knowledge they obtain 
from their programs with the entire 
council? Would sending multiple 
individuals to the same course not 
be counterproductive? Despite my 
encouragement to the council to 
vote NO on this past meeting’s res-
olution to fully reimburse members 
attending an Ivy League course, 
individuals benefiting from the 
additional funds for their training 
did not abstain from voting. This 
incident might signal a potential 
conflict of interest and, primarily, 
a disservice to the San Leandro 
community.

If $20,000 is readily avail-
able, I recommend serving our 
community and investing it in the 
youth, particularly the students, or 
in public goods that will promote 
access to clean air and water. If San 
Leandro is dedicated to advancing 
public safety, addressing housing 
and homelessness, improving the 
quality of life of residents and vis-
itors through better infrastructure, 
and becoming a sustainable and re-
silient city, it should fund projects 
with a broader impact rather than 
courses that may only benefit a few 
individuals. 

Remember, “we become leaders 
by action, not paper certifications.”

I am thrilled to be of support 
as the council pivots away from 
self-serving practices to genuine-
ly invest in our community and 
climate health.

Cynthia Prieto-Diaz
San Leandro 

Make Averiett the Permanent 
Police Chief

Editor,
I have had the opportunity to 

meet with Interim Police Chief 

Angela Averiett and she possesses 
impressive qualifications and the 
experience, as well as determina-
tion, to lead the San Leandro Police 
Department. 

Chief Averiett is committed 
to engaging with and listening 
to the community, and affect-
ing change at the right pace for 
long-term solutions. Her hiring 
was announced three months ago, 
and she has been on the job for 
nearly six weeks. There has been 
sufficient time for the City of 
San Leandro to have completed a 
thorough background check, and 
for meetings with department em-
ployees, community leaders and 
residents. Assuming there are no 
red flags, the City Council should 
immediately make Chief Averiett 
San Leandro’s permanent police 
chief.

Crime in San Leandro is at its 
highest annual level in 28 years. 
Last year an average of 16 seri-
ous and violent crimes occurred 
each day in San Leandro. These 
statistics can be found on the city 
website. Of course, behind each 
statistic is a person. My heart goes 
out to all victims of crime, and 
their families and friends. No one 
should be a victim of crime. And 
no one should live in fear of being 
a crime victim.

It’s been almost ten months 
since San Leandro had a permanent 
Police Chief. This has created an 
unhealthy leadership vacuum in the 
community and in the department, 
resulting in a loss of community 
engagement and undermining 
employee morale.

Now is the time for action by 
the City Council. The title “In-
terim” for Police Chief Averiett 
should be removed by providing 

her with a long-term contract.
Ed Hernandez

San Leandro
Ed Hernandez is a former San 

Leandro City Councilman and a 
candidate for City Council in this 

year’s election. 

Caving in to Crime
Editor,

The San Leandro City Council 
is in the business of rewarding 
criminals: In the May 15, 2024 
issue of the San Leandro Times 
we learn that the city paid some $4 
million to one man, then another 
million to a drug user. This comes 
after millions spent in building a 
monument to Steven Taylor, and 
that’s before the settlement of the 
pending lawsuit. No wonder San 
Leandrans pay the higher taxes in 
the county.

Meanwhile, criminals parade on 
East 14th Street, the restaurant on 
East 14th and Broadmoor had four 
windows shattered in February. 
Across the street, the Broadmoor 
Plaza Senior apartments have been 
robbed twice by thieves breaking 
in. A front window has also been 
shattered.

Gangs of bikers do wheelies 
all along East 14th., including in 
front of the Police Department, 
others ride on the sidewalk. Bums 
sleep in front of businesses’ doors 
at night and harass costumers 
during the day. All of this is done 
with a wink from Gavin Newsom 
and Pamela Price – Democrats’ 
policy.

Finally, this also tells us some-
thing about the kind of neighbors 
we have, who voted these people 
in? Remember in November.

Leo T. West
San Leandro

see TAGS, page 11

TAGS store manager Stacee Iravedra, founder and Executive Director Lynn 
Drogo and staff member Isabella Padilla gather in the crafts room, where 
clothes are repurposed.

PHOTO BY  MIKE McGUIRE
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Ballots: ‘Significant repair and maintenance costs’ 
continued from front page

TAGS: ‘Everything we take in we sell in the store or put in $1 bins’ 
continued from page 10

The TAGS store at 1711 East 14th St., home to a clothing store but also pro-
grams for teens and young adults. 

PHOTOS BY  MIKE McGUIRE

education, such as between 
high school and college.

Students often start as 
volunteers but then move on to 
staff positions. Along the way 
they are able to specialize in 
whatever part of the business, 

or of fashion, that interests 
them, according to store man-
ager Stacee Iravedra.

“It’s not so much them 
trying to fit into a role, but 
about them exploring roles 
they would like to fill,” Irave-
dra said.

Iravedra herself might be a 
good example of what TAGS 
can do. She came to TAGS as 
a volunteer following a job in 
a Pleasanton store. She then 
got a staff position and now 
manages the group’s store. 
She has no imminent plans to 

leave, but might like to start a 
business of her own someday 
with the skills she has learned 
at TAGS.

“We see the impact our 
mission is making every day 
here at TAGS,” Drôgo said. 

“We share a belief it’s import-
ant to provide a safe place for 
our teens and young adults.”

Some members of the wid-
er community benefit too, she 
said.

“Everything we take in we 
either sell in the store, or put 
in $1 bins. There’s also a free 
bin. Some of our unhoused 
neighbors find they are able to 
dress themselves here.”

“We plan to keep expand-
ing,” Drôgo said. “Our orig-
inal plan had been for 4,000 
square feet, but we hadn’t fully 
realized what rent could be 
for that much space. So we’re 
working out of 800 square feet 
for now,” she added.

Drôgo said the store is set 
up as a nonprofit, and while it 
makes some of its expenses 

back from its sales, it holds 
frequent fundraisers. Artisan 
markets in downtown are a 
regular event.

The next of those is at the 
Sons of Liberty Alehouse, 
1501 W. Juana Ave., on Tues-
day, June 4. TAGS gets 10 
percent of their proceeds from 
that event. There will also be 
a maker’s market and sus-
tainable fashion show held 
on June 8 at Drake’s Brewing 
Company, 1933 Davis St.

TAGS, at 1711 E. 14th St., 
is open Wednesdays through 
Saturdays from 12 to 6 p.m., 
and on Sundays from 12 to 
4 p.m. You can get more in-
formation on them from their 
website at www.teenadvocacy.
org or by  emailing them at 
info@teenadvocacy.org.

are due back to the City Clerk 
by 5 p.m. on July 8, tabulated 
the next day, and certified by 
July 15. If a majority of the 
ballots returned approve an 
increase, San Leandro will add 
the amended stormwater fee to 
your FY 2024-25 tax bill.

The packet envelope will 
read “OFFICIAL BALLOT 
ENCLOSED” and include 
Spanish and Chinese trans-
lations. Inside, the ballot will 
identify all parcels owned by 
the property owner and will 
provide a list of each address, 
its parcel number, what the 
property owner currently pays, 
and the increased fee they 
would be paying if it passes. 

The assessments are based 
on the square footage of a 
property that would increase 
stormwater runoff, like park-
ing lots, driveways, and patios.

Most single-family parcels 
in San Leandro (16,111 out of 
a total of 20,398) are between 
3,200 and 7,200 square feet. 
Under the city’s proposed 
option, these property own-
ers could see their annual 

stormwater fees increase from 
$26.33 to $49.92. 

This stormwater fee in-
crease would also affect the 
city-owned properties for the 
first time. The City of San 
Leandro owns 162 parcels, 
such as, parks, and the golf 
course, that would be required 
to pay the fee at an annual cost 
of $44,198 in FY 2024-25. The 
City Council also approved 
adding the Washington Plaza 
parking area, owned by the 
city's Parking Authority, to the 
fee structure at an annual cost 
of $2,734 in FY 2024-245.

Finance Director Michael 
Yuen said fees assessed to 
city-owned properties would 
be paid from the general fund.

The San Leandro Public 
Works Department asked for 
the fee increase in March since 
it hasn’t been adjusted in 30 
years. The goal is to protect 
city streets and property from 
flooding, prepare the city for 
climate changes, and ensure 
no pollutants drain into the 
San Francisco Bay. 

Cynthia Battenberg, a con-
sultant with Public Works, 

said if voters approve the mea-
sure, the city will only use the 
funds to repair and maintain 
pipes and pump stations and 
remove trash and pollutants 
from rain runoff.

“We have significant repair 
and maintenance costs for 
our pipes, pump stations, and 
outlets,” Battenberg said. “We 
also have over $32 million 
worth of very high-priority 

capital improvement projects 
that needs to be addressed.”

Public Works assessed 
these fees based on several 
factors, such as the aver-
age square footage of a sin-
gle-family home and parts 
of the property that create 
water runoff (also called the 
“average impervious surface 
area”), such as a driveway, 
patio, or roof.

www.DeerCreekCremation.com

STARTING AT 
$1,095.00

Castro Valley Office: (510) 317-7890
Jay Spencer, DeerCreek2965@gmail.com510-483-0123510-483-0123

www.santos-robinson.com
CA LIC. FD-81

FUNERAL AND CREMATIONFUNERAL AND CREMATION
PROFESSIONALSPROFESSIONALS

Traditional Services • Cremation Options
Pre-Arrangements

Serving All Faiths and Cultures

SANTOS-ROBINSON MORTUARYSANTOS-ROBINSON MORTUARY
Supporting Local Churches and Families for Over 90 Years
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Teresa Stothers Coleman

 Teresa Stothers Coleman, 63, died 
Monday, April 29, 2024 at her Castro 
Valley home with her family by her 
side.
 Teresa was born April 30, 1960 
in Berkeley, CA to Rita and Albert 
Stothers. Teresa graduated from Cal-
ifornia State East Bay in 1985 with a 
Bachelor’s Degree. She then embarked 
on a 35 year career as an Elementary 
School Teacher.
Teresa married Kenneth Coleman on 
June 16, 1990. 
Teresa retired from teaching in June 2020 from Corvallis 
Elementary School in San Leandro, CA. 
 Teresa was outgoing and charismatic. She was an active 
member of the community, spending countless hours donat-
ing time and fundraising for local schools, organizations and 
causes.
Teresa is survived by her husband, Ken, and her three sons 
Michael, Anthony and Scott, and sister’s Carole and Nancy 
Stothers.
 Teresa will be remembered for always helping others, being 
extremely generous, kind and caring with a great sense of hu-
mor. She touched and impacted so many people in her lifetime, 
a testament to the woman, teacher, wife, friend and Mother she 
was. Teresa would often use the phrase “Forever in our Hearts” 
to honor loved ones who had passed. It’s a great reminder that 
when loved ones are gone…they never leave us. Teresa will 
always be loved and never forgotten. Donations can be made in 
Teresa’s name to the American Cancer Society.

April 30, 1960  ~  April 29, 2024

Salvador V. Alvarez
 Salvador V. Alvarez passed away 
on Tuesday, May 21st in his home 
in San Leandro. He was survived 
by his devoted and loving wife of 
55 years, Lucy Alvarez, his four 
children and their families: Rosy 
Alvarez, Rick Weese and daughter 
Angelina; Diana Alvarez and daugh-
ters Alejandra, Graciela and Liliana; 
Salvador and Nanami Alvarez; and 
Octavio Alvarez. He will also be 
remembered by his siblings Jaime Alvarez, Juvenal Alvarez, 
Rosa Macagba, Lilia Flanders and Olivia Rocha. He was 
preceded in death by parents Mateo and Petra Alvarez as 
well as siblings Mario, Ricardo and Dora Alvarez.

See More from Santos Robinson Mortuary
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Bowen: Public speakers oppose
giving money to Bowen, but all 
the council members support it 
continued from front page

Unique vendors offering 
products made or designed in 
San Leandro will be a major 
feature of this year’s Cherry 
Festival, coming to downtown 
San Leandro this Saturday 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

The parade starts an hour 
earlier, at 10 a.m., from the 
San Leandro BART station, 
going up Parrott Street to East 
14th Street and turning onto 
Estudillo Avenue to the Main 
Library.

The festival will have 97 
artisan booths, music, a fun 
zone for kids, cherry pie con-
tests and a pie eating contest. 
There’s even a new under-18 
vendor category. 

There will be a bike rodeo, 
along with Bike East Bay 
teaching kids how to ride a 
bike.

Some 200 booths in total, 
up from 140 last year, will be 
at the festival, ranging from 
local merchants to community 
service groups. A few will be 
from larger businesses serving 
a wider area that helped spon-
sor the festival.

The second annual Cherry 

Wide Range of Food and Music for Cherry Festival
By Mike McGuire

San Leandro Times
Festival Classic Car Show will 
showcase vehicles made no 
later than 1980.

Prominent among the ven-
dors is Koolfi Creamery, mak-
ers of Indian-influenced ice 
cream. They will be bringing 
their limited-edition cherry ice 
cream, made in San Leandro 
and sold only at the Cherry 
Festival.

Unpossible Cuts brings 
unique laser-cut wood earring 
and jewelry designs that are 
designed and manufactured in 
San Leandro. 

Food will be abundant with 
21 food booths and eight food 
trucks, said Morgan Mack-

Rose, executive director of 
the San Leandro Downtown 
Community Benefit District, 
which organizes the festival.

Musical headliners are 
Erik Rangel and Orquesta 
America with special guest 
percussionist Karl Perrazo 
from Santana, Big Blu Soul 
Revue and Eddie 9V from 
Atlanta.

Admission is free, and 
the organizers suggest taking 
BART to the event as parking 
may be tight. 

You can get more informa-
tion about the Cherry Festival 
at https:/downtownsanlean-
dro.com/cherryfest/.

Homeless: RVs face deadline or be towed 
continued from front page
benefits of those targeted in-
vestments.”

The unincorporated towns 
of Castro Valley, Ashland, 
Cherryland, San Lorenzo, and 
Fairview saw their unhoused 
population decrease by 42 
percent (294 individuals) with 
15 percent of those counted 
finding temporary shelter. 
San Leandro saw its homeless 

numbers drop 31 percent (283 
individuals), with 27 percent 
fewer people on the streets. 
But according to the report, 42 
percent of those unhoused in 
San Leandro declined shelter 
services.

While the numbers are still 
encouraging for the middle of 
the county, life is still difficult 
for anyone unable to find per-
manent housing.

Melissa Moore, an un-
housed advocate and founder 
of Rising Into Self Empow-
erment (RISE), which assists 
people living on the streets, 
gives an example of a fam-
ily who had to leave Castro 
Valley and ended up on the 
streets of San Leandro. They 
had to live in their RV with 
their 7-year-old autistic son 
who is enrolled in the Castro 

Valley Unified School District 
and is doing well in his special 
needs class.

“Now they are being told 
along with the rest of the 
residents on the street they 
are parked at that they have 
to move by June 12, and if 
they are not gone, they will 
have their RV towed that day,” 
Moore says. “We have no 
options as of now on where 

With airfare and other 
expenses, the City Council 
allowed Bowen to receive 
$18,750.

It is uncertain if Aguilar 
will incur additional expenses 
before the end of this fiscal 
year, but he is also attending 
a training seminar offered by 
Water Education for Latino 
Leaders. 

Because expenses from 
both training sessions may 
exceed his annual $10,000 
allowance, the City Council 

approved Aguilar to be reim-
bursed up to $3,500.

Residents attending the 
meeting online and in person 
questioned the expenditure.

“Wow, that’s more than 
my mother’s Social Security 
annual income,” said San 
Leandro resident Charles Go 
to the City Council. “That’s 
more than my nephew’s tui-
tion for a year.”

Several other public speak-
ers said that Bowen’s tuition 
reimbursement could other-
wise be applied to underfund-

ed city services or education 
purposes, such as the high 
school’s STEP program.

But each City Council 
member spoke out in support 
of funding Bowen’s trip to the 
Harvard Kennedy School.

“I don’t think we can 
champion ourselves as sup-
porting DEI (Diversity, Eq-
uity, and Inclusion) if we’re 
not willing to send one of our 
women council members or 
council member Aguilar to 
this training,” said City Coun-
cilman Pete Ballew. 

Teacher: Remembers her own teachers
continued from front page

this family can park, and they 
stand to lose everything they 
own, and the son will be again 
traumatized by this action. 
Autistic children do not do 
well with constant upheaval, 
and it causes major setbacks 
in many different ways. We 
need to find a spot in Castro 
Valley for them to park and 
not worry about moving or 
being towed.”

her former students.
It’s the second time a 

school district has named 
Devera their Teacher of the 
Year. Getting that award early 
in her career in Natomas, near 
Sacramento, was followed by 
a layoff three days later as the 
district hit financial trouble. 
(San Leandro has had no 
teacher layoffs this year, de-
spite budget challenges.)

Her principal in Natomas 
felt terrible about the layoff, 
and wrote her a letter of rec-

ommendation when a position 
opened in San Leandro. 

For Devera, it was coming 
home. She graduated from San 
Lorenzo High School, after 
spending her early childhood 
in the Philippines and Newark, 
New Jersey. 

“The kindest people were 
my teachers,” she said, adding 
that she’d felt quite lonely at 
first. 

Then came college at UC 
Davis, where she volunteered 
at a program aimed at keeping 
kids in high school.

“I came in a dental student 
and left a teacher,” Devera said. 

At John Muir, she intro-
duces sixth-graders to topics 
they’ve always wondered 
about, like the weather, inher-
ited traits, even molecules. 
She also starts giving them a 
factual introduction to topics 
that are controversial in so-
ciety at large: reproduction, 
evolution, and climate change.

“I’m so happy here and I 
feel like what I do here makes 
a difference,” said Devera. 
“My kids are so sweet to me.”
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