The Storg of Squanto
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“Blessed is he who in the Prime of his gouth and the hegclag of his
life will arise to serve the Cause of the Lord of the beginning and of
the end, and adorn his heart with His love. The manifestation of
such a grace IS greater than the creation of the heavens and of the

earth.” - Baha'u’lah



Tisc]uantum, whom we know bg his shortened name of Squanto, was
a member of the Wampanoag Nation and lived with his Familg and
tribe on the eastern shores of the United States.

Todag Squanto’s tribe, the Wampanoag, live in Massachusetts and
Rhode I1sland.



One clag when Squanto was a teenager, a British ship and crew
came and kiclnappecl him and 24 of his relatives. Theg were all taken
from their homes and sold into slaverg xcar, far away across the

ocean in Spain.

“O God, my God! Lowly, suppliant and fallen upon my face, 1 beseech Thee with all
the ardor of my invocation to pardon whosoever hath hurt me, forgive him that hath
conspired against me and offended me, and wash away the misdeeds of them that
have wrought injustice upon me.” -Abdu'l-Baha



Squanto was sold to a group of Catholic monks. Luckilg,just Prior
to this time, the Fope of the Catholic religion made a law which
forbid slaverg of native Peoples of the Americas. The monks
obeged this law, even tl’xougl’x theg had to pay for Scluanto, tl’xeg

never regarded hlm as a slavc and gavc hlm Freedom and FCSPCCt.
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“Putinto practice the Teaching of Baha'u'llah, that of kindness to all nations.

Do not be content with showing Fn’cndship in words alone,

let your heart burm with |oving kindness for all who may cross your Path.”
- Abdul-Baha



After several years with the Spanish monks, Squanto discovered
that English ships Frequentlg went to the shores of his homeland.
With the help of the monks, he left SPain and began ajourneg of
about 1,000 miles to Englancl.
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'Anyboclg can be haPPH in the state of commcort, ease, hcalth, SUCCESS,
Plcasurc andjog; but if one be happg and contented in the time of troublc,

harclship and Prcvailingdiscase, it is the Proo{: of nobilitg." -*Abdu’l-Baha



When Squanto arrived in Englanclj he became a slave once again.
This was a terrible time and he suffered much injustice and cruel

treatment.

"Grief and sorrow do not come to us bg chance,

thcg are sent bg the Divine Mcrcy for our own Pchccting."
- Abdul-Baha



But, cluring this time he became very goocl at speaking English and
found a way to board a ship serving as an interl:)reter between the
English and the Native People. Thus after ten long years, he began

his voyage home.

Patuxet was the name of Squanto’s home

“Blessed is the spot, and the house, and the Placc, and the citg, and the heart,

and the mountain, and the rc{:ugc, and the cave, and the vallcg_, and the Iand,
and the sea, and the island, and the meadow
where mention of God hath been made, and His Praisc g’ori{:icd.”

—Baha'vllah



But tragedg was to happen once again. The ships that hacJ come to
Squanto’s land from Europe brought unseen passengers in the form
of germs and viruses that caused terrible diseases among Native

PCOP‘CS 8I’1Cl ‘(l”CCl tl‘lOUSBﬂCIS UPOﬂ thOUSEﬂﬂClS OF thcm.

While Squanto was gone his entire \/i”age, all of his xcamilg and all of
his friends died of contamination from these things. What he saw
when he returned were bones scattered among the ruins of their
homes. Overcome with sadness it is said that he wandered in the
forests for weeks. Eventua”g, he walked to the next Wampanoag

\/i”age and lived with distant relatives.
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Squanto wandering alone in the forest after Fincling his vi“age clcstroyed

“Be thou not unhappg; the tcmpcst of sorrow shall pass; regret will not |ast;
clisaPPointmcnt will vanish; the fire of the love of God will become enkindled

and the thorns and briars of sadness and dcsPondcncy will be consumed!”
‘Abdu’l-Baha



Then in the winter of the {:o”owing year the Pilgrirns arrived and
began builcling their homes on top of the remains of Squanto’s
vi”age and the graves of his Familg.

“Blessed is the spot, and the housc, and the plaoc, and the city, and the l'tcart,
and the mountain, and the rcfugc, and the cave, and the va”cy, and the land,
and the sea, and the island, and the meadow
where mention of God hath been made, and His praise glorified.”
—Baha'vllsh



During that winter, Sc]uanto and the Wampanaog People watched
the Pilgrims. Theg noticed that these were the first Foreign People to
bring their women and children. The Wampanoag’s Previous
encounters were with traders, merchants, and fishermen and these

were not ver leasant experiences.
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Theg decided these goreigners had very different reasons for coming
to their land and magbe interactions with them would be different as

well.

Theg also watched as many of the Pilgrims suffered and died. Out of
the original 102 passengers on the Magﬂower, onlg about half of
them survived. Children were orphanecl) spouses were widowed, and

families shattered. Squanto understood how this felt.

When spring arrived, Squanto and two other Native men went to the
Pilgrims to open communications. Their discussions went well and

agreements between the two Peoples were macle.



At this time, Squanto became very imPortant to the Pilgrims. He
helped them learn about Planting Vegetables, gathering fruits and
other Plants, hunting, ﬁshing, builcling better homes and many other

skills necessary to survive in a new Jand.
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“Let them Purhcy their sight and behold all humankind
as leaves and blossoms and fruits of the tree of being,
Let them at all times concern themselves with doinga |<ind|9 thing for one of their

fellows, offering to someone love, consideration, thoughtful help.”
- Abdu'l-Baha



Because Squanto spoke English he also translated between the
Ieaclers o1C the WamPanoag ancl the leaclers o1c the Pilgrims ancl was

instrumental in setting up the longest treatg of peace between the

European colonists and the Native People in the United States. This
historic treatg lasted 50 years.

!,’.

“‘Oye beloved of the Lord! In this sacred Dispcnsation, conflict and contention are in

no wise Pcrmittcd. Every aggressor dcprivcs himself of God's grace.”

- Abdul-Baha



Squanto’s abilit9 to overcome anger and resentment toward a People
who had enslaved him and brought the disease which killed his
People is still remembered toclag.

Squanto continued to hclp the Pilgrims from 1621 until he died in1622.
He was about 30 years old at the time of his death.



Squanto was Probablg Present at the first Thanksgiving which we

remember and commemorate each year at the encl o{: November.

His life storg is a valuable example to remember as we gi\/e thanks this

year and in the years to come during the holidag called Thanksgiving.

The End

“In this dag, to thank God for His bounties
consisteth in Possessinga radiant heart,
and a soul open to the Promptings of the spirit.
This is the essence of tl'xanksgiving. ?
Abdu’l-Baha



