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“Fools for His Glory” 
1 Corinthians 1:26-2:5 

Introduction:


	 Even though Paul is convinced the church in Corinth 
consisted of born-again believers, it's no secret they had a host 
of problems. Perhaps their biggest issue was the lack of unity 
they had in the church. Paul addresses or at least alludes to this 
problem in the first four chapters of the letter. In verses 10 
through 17 of chapter 1 Paul reveals one nature of this division in 
that some are choosing to follow Paul, some Apollos, some 
Cephas, and some Christ. He points out the fallacy of this 
division by pointing to Christ as the only one crucified to save 
them and the only one worth following. Christ and Christ 
crucified as the continent of each of these men's message and 
ministry and therefore it shouldn't matter which man you prefer 
you're following him to get to Christ. 


	 Verses 18 through 25 builds on the subject of the content of 
their message and ministry, that be in Christ and Christ crucified. 
In this section Paul is comparing the wisdom of God, which is 
Christ, with the wisdom of man or the world. There are some 
important things that we need to understand clearly about this 
section before we can accurately interpret our text today. 


	 First, this is not a discussion about human intelligence. It is 
a discussion about wisdom and philosophy. While intelligence 
and wisdom is often closely related and sometimes used 
interchangeably, they are not one and the same. Let me explain. 
Human intelligence is by definition the ability to acquire and 
apply knowledge. It is the collection of useful information in the 
human mind. Some people have a lot and some people have 



2

less. But wisdom is different. Well wisdom does involve 
intelligence, it also encompasses experience and discernment, or 
judgement. Highly intelligent people can be extremely unwise 
and many wise people are not always extremely intelligent. 


	 The second thing we need to understand about this section 
of scripture, which Pastor Reggie did a phenomenal job last 
week of explaining to us, is that the wisdom being discussed is 
of a religious nature. It appears to be a philosophical discussion 
within the church concerning the redemption of mankind and 
man's relationship with God. There are two fundamental ways to 
address these questions. There's man’s way, which the Greeks 
loved, rhetoric and debate, or there's God's way, the simple 
telling of the Gospel story. Paul does a masterful job of 
contrasting the two. Let's review:


- the world view of Scripture (the word of the cross) is foolish to 
man but the power of God unto salvation for those who believe 
(18). This is actually Paul's thesis statement for the whole 
chapter which we will discuss later 

- The most powerful, wise, intelligent, and influential people on 
earth who refused to receive the worldview of God are mere 
weak fools (20-21)


- Man can only be saved through the wisdom of God and not 
through the wisdom of man (21)


- Some people demand signs and some people seek human 
wisdom but we preach the simple gospel of Christ crucified on 
our behalf. For all who believe that story alone has the power 
to save. That is the wisdom of God (22-23)


- What the world considers to be the foolishness of God is 
actually more wise and more powerful than anything man 
could ever dream up (25)




3

	 I have some good news for those who are like me and do 
not appreciate studying secular philosophy. It seems like the 
deeper dive into it the less we learn in the closer we become to 
actual brain damage. John MacArthur said this in a sermon a few 
weeks before I was born in 1975 and it was true before then and 
continues to be true today. Secular philosophy is useless. The 
reason it is useless is because if it's true and useful it agrees with 
scripture. If it doesn't agree with scripture it is false and useless. 
Therefore all we need is the word of God. All circular philosophy 
is is an attempt to discredit the wisdom of God. The beginning of 
true Godly wisdom is the fear of God (Pr. 9:10), where as the 
beginning of men's wisdom is questioning God. “Did God really 
say?” 


All of that just to show us that our text today is not a degrading 
insult towards Christians. In fact, it's actually a high compliment 
when understood correctly.  


I alluded earlier two verse 18 being Paul's thesis statement for 
the whole chapter. It says, “for the word of the cross is folly to 
those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God.” Up to this point Paul has been discussing at 
length the viewpoint of those who are perishing. To them the 
message of the cross is silly and only fools could believe it. Now 
Paul wants to bring his message home directly to those “fools” 
who believe it and are being saved by it. 26 For consider your 
calling, brothers: 
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1. Who we Were (26-28) 

not many of you - There must have been some who could argue 
these points coming up. It does not say “none of you”. Whether 
some argue their status in the world was beside the point. 

Not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, - 
Before we deal with the word “wise" we need to pay close 
attention to this phrase, "according to worldly standards”. This 
helps us understand whose perspective Paul is speaking from. It 
is from the world's perspective. He is speaking according to 
human wisdom which is erroneous and evil. 


Now, am I insinuating that from gods perspective he considers us 
to be wise, powerful, and of noble birth? The answer would be 
emphatically no. Who could be considered wise by God? Who 
could be considered powerful by God? Who could be considered 
of noble birth in the eyes of God? One of the worst phrases we 
hear in our culture today is that God saw potential in you. Before 
he saved us he did not see potential in us he saw us for what we 
were. We were broken, wretched sinners, with nothing but 
disdain in our hearts toward him and his righteous standards. 
Yet, he still chose to love us and to save us from that state in 
order to redeem us and sanctify us. He chose to give us value 
despite the fact that we had no potential. And we're gonna see 
that's the point of this entire passage of scripture.  


Not many of you were wise, not many were powerful, not 
many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in 
the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the 
world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and 
despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to 
nothing things that are, 

	 Barnett points out in his commentary that “the third century 
writer Origen echoes the surprise of the pagan philosopher 
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Celsius at the type of people attracted to Christianity. Those who 
joined the mystery religions were pure and wise but those 
attracted to Christianity were despicable.” Origen said, 


	 	 Those who summon people to the other mysteries 
make this preliminary proclamation ‘whoever has pure hands’ 
and ‘wise tongue’. And again, others say, ‘Whosoever is pure 
from all defilement, and whose soul knows nothing of evil, and 
who has lived well and righteously’. Such are the preliminary 
exhortations of those who promised purification from sins. But let 
us hear what these Christian's call. ‘Whoever is a sinner,’ they 
say, ‘whoever is unwise, whoever is a child, and then a word, 
whoever is a wretch, the kingdom of God will receive him’. 


	 One of the great frustrations about the worlds standards is 
that the target is always moving and the bar is ever rising. What 
is science today will be misinformation in three months. Those 
who have high standing in a professional field today may be 
canceled at the drop of a hat tomorrow. Those who are 
considered wealthy in 2019 struggle to put food on the table 
today. Those who were born of noble birth in the 1800s may find 
themselves as nobody's today as their nobility has been long 
forgotten. 


Here is what takes place at the moment of a persons conversion 
or salvation. Here is another “BUT GOD” moment explaining our. 
27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, 
even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 

What is foolish in the world, weak in the world, low and despised 
in the world and considered as nothing? The word of the cross, 
the wisdom of God, Christ crucified. It is the power of God unto 
salvation for all who believe. It is that simple foolish message of 
the cross that destroyed your worldview. That story brought you 
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to utter shame and despair over your sin. It shattered you into 
little pieces rendering you weak and frail. That low and despised 
story revealed to you that no matter what you thought you are 
nothing without Christ. It wasn't man's lofty rhetoric, scientific 
explanations, or self exaltation. It was that old foolish, outdated, 
weak, low and despised, simple good news that Jesus died for 
you. It comes in simplicity and explodes in the hearts of those 
who believe. 


2. Who we Are (30) 

30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became 
to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification 
and redemption, 

30 And because of him - because of what God has done by 
sending his son to die on the cross in your place. To take your sin 
upon himself and fully pay the penalty. 


 you are in Christ Jesus - God has delivered us from the domain 
of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved son 
in whom we have redemption the forgiveness of sins (Col. 
113-14). 


This is a word directly to the Corinthians who were struggling 
with their unity. You are now in Christ and you're not the only one 
there. You have been stripped of your worldly position, riches, 
influence, and wisdom and have become a new person in Christ 
along with everyone else gathering to proclaim his name. That 
makes you all one in Christ. There's no division in Christ. 


Christ became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption, - he tabernacle and among us, 
he became flesh to reveal to us the wisdom from God, to impute 
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his righteousness to our account, to sanctify and purify us from 
all our sins, and to restore our fellowship with our Creator. 


In Christ all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and threw 
him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 
heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross (Col. 1:19-20).


3. Why Christ? (29 & 31) 

	 Why did God not just decide to save powerful, intelligent, 
and influential people? To us it seems like a good thing to do. In 
fact, some people still struggle with the idea that that's not how 
he chose to do it. If you're trying to establish a global religion it 
just seems like a better way to go about it. Well, here's the 
answer.  


29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of 
God.  

31 so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in 
the Lord.” 

It's all about the glory of God. In love he predestined us for 
adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose 
of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has 
blessed us in the beloved (Eph. 1:5-6).  

Romans 9:22-24 What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to 
make known his power, has endured with much patience vessels 
of wrath prepared for destruction, 23 in order to make known the 
riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared 
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beforehand for glory— 24 even us whom he has called, not from 
the Jews only but also from the Gentiles? 

4. Paul’s Proof (2:1-5) 

2 And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come 
proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech or 
wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing among you except 
Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And I was with you in 
weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4 and my speech 
and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but 
in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your 
faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of 
God. 

	 Paul is contrasting himself not so much with the wisdom of 
the world that is causing division among them but the method of 
delivery. Just before arriving in Corinth Paul spent some time in 
Athens where he conversed with many philosophers and was 
even asked to address the Areopagus on Mars Hill. At 17:21 says 
all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there we spend 
their time and nothing except telling or hearing something new. A 
lot of this telling and hearing took place in formal settings, such 
as Paul's address on Mars Hill. You can tell by reading Paul's 
speech on Mars Hill that it was different than his preaching in 
Corinth. It was the same message but a little variation in delivery 
delivery. 


	 To the Greeks the delivery of a wisdom message was 
equally as important as if not more than the message itself. I 
believe Paul was very intentional in the way he delivered the 
gospel message in Corinth so as not to confuse the message of 
the cross with all of the other philosophies of the day. I believe he 
also wanted them to see consistency between the messenger, 
the delivery, and the message. This is something that every 
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Christian and every church should always be mindful of. I'm very 
thankful to be able to say that our elders are always mindful of 
this. 


Let's take a brief look at his approach. 


- He did not come with lofty speech or wisdom. Speechmaking 
was so highly prized by the Greeks that it was a popular form 
of entertainment and they even held public speaking 
competitions which were probably affiliated with the Isthmian  
games held every two years nearby. Paul had no interest in 
winning the favor of the people simply by impressing them 
with his oratory skills. 


- Paul intentionally decided to know nothing among them 
except Jesus Christ and Jesus crucified. In other words, he 
purposefully limited the content to the heart of the gospel and 
not confuse the message with anything else. 


- Paul's demeanor was one of weakness and fear and much 
trembling. In contrast to the pomp and charisma of other 
philosophical speakers in Corinth. We see today preachers on 
TV preaching about a meek and lowly savior while flying 
around in personal jets and wearing $10,000 sneakers. 


	 These were the things Paul chose not to do because he 
knew that God had chosen him to deliver the message in 
demonstration of the Holy Spirit and power that God would 
provide. The Greek word translated demonstration is actually 
apodeixis which, ordinarily used in rhetoric meant “a compelling 
conclusion” to a well-argued case. He could be referring to the 
conversion and moral-transformation of the hearers. And by 
power he could be referring to the gifts of the Spirit which were 
given for the validation of the message and the building up of the 
church. 
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 Conclusion


	 The basis for Paul’s argument is that salvation is a work of 
the Lord and He alone deserves all the glory. He is the object of 
our faith, not any man. There is no other name under heaven 
given among men by which we must be saved (Acts 4:12). No 
man is worth following. All men that God has given as gifts to the 
church were given to lead you to the cross. If they're not always 
bringing you to Jesus you don't need them. 


	 According to the world we are fools believing in a foolish 
message but according to the word of God and the spirit of God 
that bears witness in our hearts we are fools for his glory. 
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CG Questions


1. Can you think of some teachings prevalent today that are  
espoused to be wise but are clearly contrary to the gospel? 


2. What are some of the ways in our text the apostle Paul 
compares the wisdom of man with the wisdom of God?


3. What is Paul's answer for the problem of divisiveness in the 
church? 


4. According to our text what are some of the ways the world 
describes Christians?


5. What are some of the problems with trying to live up to the 
world’s standard of wisdom? 


6. How is it that God uses what is foolish to shame the wise, the 
weak to shame the strong, and the things that are not to 
bring to nothing things that are? 


7. What were some of the specific characteristics Paul 
intentionally used in his delivery of the gospel message at 
Corinth? 


8. Why is it important that Christians and churches are mindful 
of their delivery of the gospel message to the last world?


