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 Newsletter 
February 2024 
Volume 38 Number 1 

 
Edited by  

Karen Olson 
 

 www.greatbasinbasketmakers.org 

February 1, 2024 
      10 am—3 pm 

    Sparks Masonic Center 
 

2024 Is Here!  Great Basin Basketmakers Have a Class and Program Schedule! 
 

Sorry the weather was not cooperating, and I could not welcome you to the Promenade for the 
meeting.  Thanks to the ideas and generosity of instructors the program and workshop calendar 
is full for the year.  I appreciate all your participation and I’m looking forward to the coming year 
and getting to know all of our new members and renewing old friendships!  Betty Hulse 

 

Since we have many new members it’s time to make 
some new name tags, so the program for the Febru-
ary meeting will be Name Tag Construction, as well 
as some woven hearts to celebrate Valentine’s Day.   
 

Gourd shards will be available to make nametags.  
Please bring drills if you have one with a bit about 
the size of #3 round reed.  There will be various 
reed scraps, natural materials.   Bring ribbons, 
beads, buttons or ??? to make your name tag spe-
cially yours.  Pin clasps are provided for nametags.  
Scissors, clippers, clips, & heavy-duty glue might be 
helpful.  Material and directions for Valentines will be 
provided. 

 

 

 
Welcome New Member 

 

Veda Keefe, Fernley 

 

 

Next Month’s Newsletter Editor:   
Sue Ann Monteleone 
samonte@charter.net 

Please submit articles for the  
March newsletter by  

February 15 

New members, Karen Huntoon and Jennifer 
Jay showing off their baskets. 
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1st Thursday—Jan 4, 2024 
No Meeting—Open Studio 

Karen Olson, Leader 
Sparks Masonic—10 am-3 pm 

3rd Thursday—Jan 18, 2024 
Double Criss-Cross Basket 

Karen Olson, Instructor 
Sparks Masonic—9:30 am-3:30 pm 

1st Thursday—Feb 1, 2024 
Guild Meeting 

Name Tags – Betty Hulse, Leader 
Sparks Masonic—10 am-3 pm 

3rd Thursday—Feb 15, 2024 
Four Square Tule Basket 

Sue Ann Monteleone, Instructor 
Sparks Masonic—9:30 am-3:30 pm 

1st Thursday—Mar 7, 2024 
Guild Meeting 

Coat Hanger Fish – Betty Hulse & Karen Olson 
Sparks Masonic—10 am-3 pm 

3rd Thursday—Mar 21, 2024 
Cherokee Wheel Market Basket 

Bonnie Kennedy, Instructor 
Sparks Masonic—9:30 am-3:30 pm 

1st Thursday—Apr 4, 2024 
Guild Meeting—Retreat Silent Auction Items 

Milk Carton/T-Shirt Baskets – Karen Olson 
Sparks Masonic—10 am-3 pm 

3rd Thursday—Apr 18, 2024 
Flowing Twill Tote 

Karen Olson, Instructor 
Sparks Masonic—9:30 am-3:30 pm 

1st Thursday—May 2, 2024 
Guild Meeting—Prep for Retreat 

Cobweb Broom – Bonnie Kennedy 
Sparks Masonic—10 am-3 pm 

3rd Thursday—May 16, 2024 
 

No Class 

1st Thursday—Jun 6, 2024 
Guild Meeting—Basketry Mash-Up 

Open Studio—Intro to Fitching 
Sparks Masonic—10 am-3 pm 

3rd Thursday—Jun 20, 2024 
Zarzo Willow Tray 

Bonnie Kennedy & Betty Hulse, Instructors 
TBA 

1st Thursday—Jul 4, 2024 
 

Holiday—No Meeting 
 

3rd Thursday—Jul 18, 2024 
Abby’s Tote 

Nettie Fox, Instructor 
Sparks Masonic—9:30 am-3:30 pm 

1st Thursday—Aug 1, 2024 
Guild Meeting 
Open Studio 

Sparks Masonic—10 am-3 pm 

3rd Thursday—Aug 15, 2024 
Willow and Tule Basket 

Sue Ann Monteleone & Betty Hulse, Instructors 
TBA 

1st Thursday—Sep 5, 2024 
Guild Meeting 

Rope Wisk Broom – Victoria James 
Sparks Masonic—10 am-3 pm 

3rd Thursday—Sep 19, 2024 
Pine Needle Sampler Tray 

Betty Hulse, Instructor 
Sparks Masonic—9:30 am-3:30 pm 

1st Thursday—Oct 3, 2024 
Guild Meeting 

Garlic Basket – Karen Olson 
Sparks Masonic—10 am-3 pm 

3rd Thursday—Oct 17, 2024 
Small Cedar & Waxed Linen Pouch 

Jennifer Jay & Nettie Fox, Instructors 
Sparks Masonic—9:30 am-3:30 pm 

1st Thursday—Nov 7, 2024 
Guild Meeting 

Wire Medallion – April Barber & Karen Olson 
Sparks Masonic—10 am-3 pm 

3rd Thursday—Nov 21, 2024 
TBA or 

Open Studio 
Sparks Masonic—9:30 am-3:30 pm 

1st Thursday—Dec 5, 2024 
Guild Meeting 

Christmas Potluck 
Sparks Masonic—10 am-3 pm 

3rd Thursday—Dec 19, 2024 
 

Happy Holidays—No Class 
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Sharing 
Circle 

 

   
 

 

The GBB Facebook page  
 

is a platform for members and interested folks to share their love of basketry by sharing photos 
 of their projects.  It is also to share upcoming events including workshops, classes, meetings,  

and exhibits that would be of interest to GBB members and the public.   
It is meant to be an encouraging, supportive, positive and safe place for all to  

use and enjoy.  Please submit photos, news, events, etc. to GBBFBpage@gmail.com      
 

Peggy Camp has agreed to manage the Facebook page. 

 

 

FOUR-SQUARE 

TULE BASKet 

 

February 15, 2024 

9:30 am—3:30 pm 

Sparks Masonic Center 
 

Instructor: Sue Ann Monteleone 

 

This is a simple tule basket with a sixteen spoke start plaited in sets of  four  that 

requires no additional spokes added. The body is plain twining.  
This should be a fun basket for beginners—if you don’t know how to twine, this 

is a good one to learn on. 
 

Tools—scissors, bone or wood awl (a chop stick will work), spray bottle or 
sponge, small towel. 
 

Class fee—$30.00 member, $40 non-member 

Materials fee- $15.00 

 
Contact Sue Ann at samonte@charter.net or 775-721-1817 to sign up. 
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Sue Ann 
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ROGER 

. 

  
Willow Bark baskets 
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We are planning a special Willow Workshop—June 4 & 5, 
2024 with Eli Goodwin of Oregon.  He will be teaching an 
Irish Creel (not a fishing creel) similar to the one Sue Ann 
made in Oregon last summer.  It’s an interesting technique—
building a basket from the rim down or upward since the 
spokes or stakes are placed in a garden pot filled with dirt.   
 
The two day class will be held at Karen Olson’s home in 
south Reno and cost $240.  For more information contact 
Sue Ann, sign-ups will begin in February. 

We are planning to use 
garden pots no larger 
than 15” across, since 
we will be using smaller 
willow than shown in the 
photos. 
 
Weavers will be ex-
pected to bring their 
own black garden pot 
and dirt. 
 
The baskets can be fin-
ished with either and 
open bottom or closed 
bottom. 

Future events for the coming year: 
 
Tule gathering during the summer months after the ditches have dried up a bit. 
 
A 3-day workshop with Cael Chappell at St Mary’s Art Center, October 8-10, 2024.  
Twining with Waxed Linen Thread—learn color patterning, weaving short rows, inverse 
triple twining, shaping with sharp turns and soft turns.   
 

Twined waxed linen baskets woven by 
Trisha Work and her sister, Nancy at the  
November guild meeting. 

 
Sample of  

Cael’s designs 
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Consolidated Thread Mills     Located Fall River, MA      www.consolidatedthreadmills.com     508-672-0032   
Good source artificial sinew, waxed linen and craft cords.  Call for pricing. 
 

Royalwood Ltd    Located Mansfield, OH        www.royalwoodltd.com          800-526-1630    
Books, patterns, weaving materials, reed, waxed linen, caning supplies, shaker tape,  Spend $100.00 or 
more and qualify for wholesale prices. 
 

The Caning Shop      926 Gilman St, Berkeley, CA 94710     www.caning.com         800-544-3373      
 Your source for caning, basketry and gourd crafting supplies, tools, and books. 
 

V. I. Reed and Cane, Inc    Located in Omaha NE        www.basketweaving.com             800-852-0025   
Reed, tools, caning, books and kits.  Good quality of reed. 

Great Basin Basketmakers Membership Application/Renewal 
Annual Membership Dues:  
Electronic newsletter recipients:  ❑ Individual: $25/year ($10 additional/year for family membership) 
Hard Copy newsletter recipients:  ❑ Individual: $35/year ($10 additional/year for family membership) 
 

Date _____________________________________  Amount: $__________       New _____  Renewal _____ 
 
Name __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City ____________________________________________ State __________Zip _____________________ 
 
Telephone   (______)_____________________Email ____________________________________________ 
 

Send this completed form and check payable to Great Basin Basketmakers and mail to: 

Great Basin Basketmakers  
8175 S. Virginia St. #850 

PMB 293 
Reno, Nevada 89511 

2024 Officers and Committee Members  
  

President:      Betty Hulse    Board Chair:    Trisha Work 
Vice President :   Vacant  Board At Large:    Nettie Fox 
Guild Secretary:    Vacant  Board At Large:    Jennifer Jay 
Treasurer:      Karen Olson    Board At Large:    Sue Ann Monteleone 
Membership:          Betty Hulse  Board At Large:     Lorrie Moore 
    

 

Committees:   Library: Lorrie Moore;  Special Workshops: Sue Ann Monteleone;  Exhibits & Shows:;  
Grants: Betty Hulse, Karen Olson;  Raffle: Lorrie Moore;  Website:  Jennifer Jay,  Newsletter Editors: Sue 
Ann Monteleone, Karen Olson. 
   

     If you are able to volunteer your service to help out GBB in any way, please contact Betty Hulse at  775-
747-5794 or email to betty.hulse5@yahoo.com  
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Great Basin Basketmakers   Established January 1987 
 

Meetings the first Thursday of each month at Sparks Masonic Center located 
at 2425 Pyramid Way, Sparks, NV.  Our new hours for meetings are 10 AM for 
our business meeting, followed by show and tell,, then a mini workshop.  All 
are  welcome and we will be providing ZOOM access for those members who 
can’t attend the meeting.   
 

Membership dues for Great Basin Basketmakers are $25 per yr, $10 extra per 
yr. for family membership (living at the same address), $10 extra for a mailed 
newsletter.  Membership includes monthly newsletter, access to large library 
and reduced workshop rates.  Dues are to be paid annually in January. 
 

Please direct address, email changes, membership dues, and requests for 
membership to GBB, 8175 S. Virginia St. #850, PMB 293, Reno NV 89511 
 

Questions regarding workshops, events, etc. may be directed to our email at 
gbbreno@gmail.com  
or check our website at: www.greatbasinbasketmakers.org. 
 
 

If you would like to submit to GBBs Facebook page please send to 
GBBFBpage@gmail.com  

Our Mission  
Statement 

 

The main focus of the  
Great Basin Basketmakers is 
to make baskets, to learn 
everything possible about 

the tradition and  
techniques of basketry and 

to pass this 
 knowledge along  

to others. 

Great Basin Basketmakers 
8175 S. Virginia St. #850 

PMB 293 

Reno, NV  89511 

 


