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OUTLINE

▪WPB organization updates

▪Technology Updates

▪Rulemaking Updates

▪Regional Water Planning Updates

▪Water Supply in Southeast Georgia

▪Coastal Permitting Strategy Update

▪ Industrial General Stormwater Permit Renewal

▪PFAS-related Updates

▪Nutrient Reduction Strategies

▪NPDES Permitting Updates
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WPB ORGANIZATION UPDATE



Electronic Spill Reporting (Municipal spills)

• EPD developed an electronic reporting tool to 
collect spill/bypass information from 
permittees

• Meets requirements of EPA’s NPDES Phase II 
eReporting Rule

• A StoryMap shows all reported spill locations 
during the last 30 days

• Implemented a pilot program for the new 
system in spring 2025

• Municipal permittees are beginning to use the 
new system in a phased schedule (by county 
groups) from August - December 2025

https://epd.georgia.gov/watershed-protection-branch/wastewater/sewage-spills-report



NPDES PHASE II E-REPORTING RULE STATUS

▪ EPA’s NPDES eReporting Rule, Phase II

▪ Deadline of December 21, 2025 for various type of eReporting, including:

▪ Pretreatment Program Annual Reports

▪ Significant Industrial User (SIU) Bi-annual Compliance Reports in municipalities 

without approved pretreatment programs

▪ Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 316(b) Annual Reports (thermal discharges 

from cooling water intake structures)

▪ EPD has signed a Memorandum of Agreement with EPA to utilize EPA’s NeT system 

for these requirements

▪ EPD will work with EPA to customize NeT for our remaining Phase II 

requirements, but that process will take time

▪ In the interim, permittees will continue with their current reporting procecdures



• Now accepting electronic plans 

and specifications for review.

• Separate portals available for 

submission of these documents 

based on the Office that would 

handle the review.

• Construction Stormwater (DOT)

• Drinking Water

• Construction Stormwater (non-DOT) 

- coming soon

• Certain Wastewater – coming soon

ELECTRONIC PLANS



• New process for electronic BV 
application submissions

• E-mail inbox being 
established

• OneDrive link sent to 
applicants to upload plans 
& specs

• Revised form (Oct. 2025)

• E&S Unit no longer accept 
hard copy submittals

BUFFER VARIANCE APPLICATIONS



RULEMAKING OVERVIEW



RULEMAKING UPDATES – DRINKING WATER

Amendments to Rule 391-3-5-.04, “Approval Required”

• House Bill 1146 allows private water systems within the “coastal aquifers” to provide 
treated groundwater to new developments where the local government authority cannot 
provide the service within 18 months

• 11-county “coastal area”, as specified in the Georgia Coastal Management Act 

• Provisions expire on January 1, 2029

• DNR Board adopted amendments on April 22, 2025 (eff. May 25, 2025)

Amendments to Rule 391-3-5-.07, “Wells”

• Amendments provide a procedure for drinking water wells to be located within 100 feet 
of a surface water

• Procedure includes monitoring and other steps to identify whether the groundwater is 
under the direct influence of surface water

• DNR Board adopted amendments on Aug. 26, 2025 (eff. Sept. 29, 2025)



RULEMAKING UPDATES – WATER QUALITY STANDARDS

Amendments to the Rules for Water Quality Control, Rule 391-3-6-.03

2022 Triennial Review process

▪ Opening hearing in 2022

▪ DNR Board briefing on Jan. 28, 2025

▪ Subsequent comments from EPA has led to some adjustment

▪ Final public meeting held April 21, 2025

▪ DNR Board second briefing on May 20, 2025

▪ Public Hearing/comments in July

▪ DNR Board adopted on Aug. 26, 2025 (eff. Oct. 5, 2025)

2025 Triennial Review process

▪ Opening hearing held on March 31, 2025

▪ Public/stakeholder meetings will continue through fall 2027



2022 TRIENNIAL REVIEW OF WATER QUALITY STANDARDS

▪ Adopt EPA’s 2016 recommended aquatic life selenium criteria;

▪ Adopt EPA’s 2005 recommended aquatic life diazinon criteria;

▪ Adopt EPA’s 2005 recommended aquatic life nonylphenol criteria;

▪ Update human health criteria for 82 pollutants and add new human health criteria for 6 

pollutants based on probabilistic risk assessment;

▪ Add language to allow for Site-Specific Bacteria Criteria;

▪ Update designated uses (11 recreation; 7 drinking water); and

▪ Adopt site-specific criteria for Lakes Rabun, Burton, and Tugalo, including chlorophyll a

▪ Based on comments from EPA:

▪ Minor revisions to human health criteria in paragraph (5)(e)(iv) based on recalculations;

▪ Added language to the dissolved oxygen criteria for drinking water, recreation and fishing 

designated use waters in paragraph (6) to address natural conditions; and

▪ Removed the total nitrogen and total phosphorus criteria for Lakes Burton and Rabun from 

paragraph (17) to provide more time to receive technical advisement from EPA



REGIONAL WATER PLANNING

▪ EPD hiring of new staff (Regional Water 

Planning Unit)

▪ Georgia Water Planning & Policy Center 

as contractor to all Councils

▪ Next updates to Regional Water Plans 

and Metro District Plan will be 

completed in 2028

▪ Water Demand Forecasting in 2026

▪ EPD outreach/stakeholder efforts on 

Municipal and Industrial Forecasts

▪ Contractor/stakeholder efforts on 

Energy Forecast



STATE WATER COUNCIL

• GA Code § 12-5-525(c): …the division shall review such plan …, and at least every three years thereafter, for 
purposes of determining whether revision of such plan is necessary or appropriate for recommendation.

• Section 14

• Composition

• Term

• Next Steps:

• State Water Council Meeting: September 29, 2025

• RWP Council Focus Group Meetings (held on Oct. 28 & 30)

• Stakeholder Meeting (Nov. 10) and Public Comment Period

• State Water Council Meeting on December 9, 2025 to consider stakeholder feedback

• State Water Council approval 

• Submittal to General Assembly for approval

• Effective upon signature by Governor



WATER SUPPLY IN SOUTHEAST GEORGIA

▪ Bryan County Mega-Site

▪ Groundwater withdrawal permits

▪ Long-term plan for surface water 

▪ State Funding for regional partnership

▪ Savannah, Bryan County & Effingham 

County

▪ $501.7 million through GEFA

▪ Coastal Permitting Strategy Updates



COASTAL PERMITTING STRATEGY UPDATE

▪ Technical work by Water Supply Program

▪ Support from the Georgia Water Planning & Policy 
Center

▪ Kick-off Meeting was held on January 29, 2025

▪ Project generally includes:

▪ Listening sessions

▪ Creation of Advisory Committee

▪ Coordination with Coastal Georgia Regional Water 
Planning Council

▪ Advisory Council’s first meeting on Dec. 3

▪ Goal is completion by early 2027

▪ Permit updates (if any) must be completed by 
December 2027



INDUSTRIAL STORMWATER GENERAL PERMIT

▪ 2022 IGP will expire on May 31, 2027

▪ Program is working internally on items under consideration for updating

▪ IGP Working Group will reconvene and stakeholder process will be conducted in 2026

▪ Late January 2026 for the reconvening of industry and data sub-groups

▪ Late February 2026 for initial hybrid stakeholder meeting in Atlanta

▪ Two sets of comment periods planned during 2026, with program review/assimilation of 

comments in between those periods

▪ Draft updated IGP by March 2027 for final public review and comment



▪ Conducted three phases of sampling to 

assess the extent of PFAS in states 

drinking water. 

▪ Developed PFAS StoryMap that includes 

EPA’s Unregulated Contaminant 

Monitoring Rule (UCMR) sampling data

PFAS IN FINISHED DRINKING WATER

Follow link from https://epd.georgia.gov/pfas-information to StoryMap

https://epd.georgia.gov/pfas-information
https://epd.georgia.gov/pfas-information
https://epd.georgia.gov/pfas-information


DRINKING WATER RULE UPDATES - PFAS

▪ EPA’s finalized their National Primary Drinking Water Regulations for PFAS in April 

2024

▪ States have 2 years to amend their rules/programs to maintain primacy

▪ On May 14, 2025, EPA issued a Press Release from new EPA Administrator Zeldin 

regarding the final PFAS MCLs

▪ Maintain the MCLs for PFOA and PFOS of 4 ppt

▪ Rescind the regulations and reconsider the regulatory determinations for 

PFHxS, PFNA, HFPO-DA (commonly known as GenX), and the Hazard Index 

mixture of these three plus PFBS

▪ Intending to extend compliance date to 2031

▪ Propose rule fall 2025 and finalize the rule spring 2026

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-it-will-keep-maximum-contaminant-levels-pfoa-pfos
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PFAS UPDATE – DRAFT WASTEWATER STRATEGY

▪ EPD drafted a strategy for addressing PFAS requirements in wastewater permits – 

currently on hold for EPA rule revision

▪ For Land Application Systems:

▪ “The groundwater leaving the land disposal systems boundaries must not exceed 

maximum contaminant levels for drinking water in accordance with Chapter 391-3-5 

and subsequent amendments.” 391-3-6-.11(4)(e)

▪ For discharges into waterbodies with a designated use of drinking water:

▪ “No material or substance in such concentration that, after treatment by the public 

water treatment system, exceeds the maximum contaminant level established for that 

substance by the Environmental Protection Division pursuant to the Georgia Rules for 

Safe Drinking Water.” 391-3-6-.03(6)(a)(iv)

▪ Stakeholders will continue to be given an opportunity to provide input on what EPD is 

proposing. 



NUTRIENT REDUCTION STRATEGIES

Roadmap for Developing and Updating Nutrient Reduction Strategies (2023)

▪ Provides comprehensive list of existing laws, guidance documents and permitting strategies

▪ Commitments to develop and revise nutrient-related strategies and plans

▪ Actions/Target Timelines/Deliverable/Public Process

▪ CNOP provisions are being included in appropriate permits, as discussed in the strategy

Update to the Strategy for Addressing Phosphorus in NPDES Permitting (Draft, 2024)

▪ Draft update to EPD’s 2011 Phosphorus Strategy

▪ Draft published March 2024 

▪ Public Meeting held April 2024

▪ Watershed models will be used to determine TP limits necessary to meet the downstream 
numeric nutrient criteria

Draft Total Nitrogen Permitting Strategy and Reasonable Potential Analysis

▪ Internal development stage



NPDES PERMITTING UPDATES

▪ Ian McDowell – Industrial Permitting Unit Manager (Sept. 1)

▪ Rehiring of Ian’s vacant Engineer position

▪ Unit is working hard to continue addressing permitting backlogs 

▪ Timely submittal of complete permit applications at least 180 days prior to permit 

expiration is critical

▪ Facilities which require design development reports (DDRs) should have these 

documents reviewed and approved by EPD in advance of the application submittal

▪ Reissuance of GAG100000 general permit for sand & gravel dischargers

▪ Reissuance of GAG200000 general permit for non-contact cooling water with no 

chemical additives

▪ Reissuance of GAG300000 general permit for mining and processing facilities



QUESTIONS/CONTACT

Veronica Craw      Jennifer Welte

veronica.craw@dnr.ga.gov    jennifer.welte@dnr.ga.gov 

470-938-3384     470-384-7450

mailto:veronica.craw@dnr.ga.gov
mailto:jennifer.welte@dnr.ga.gov
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