THE EPILOGUE

John 21:1-25


I. THE SAME DYNAMIC LIFE. John 21:1-14

A. A Presumptuous Move. (21:1-3)

1. The Place. (21:1) The “sea of Tiberias” is the Sea of Galilee and it is also called Gennesaret. It appears that the apostles returned briefly to their homes in Galilee. In this familiar setting, the Lord fulfilled Matthew 26:32. 
2. The Partners. (21:2) Seven apostles are listed, but two are unnamed. Apparently, they were all from the same neighborhood. Perhaps Peter’s brother, Andrew, was present and possibly Nathanael’s friend, Philip.
3. The Proposal. (21:3) These fishermen “forsook all” years earlier (Luke 5:11), but on this occasion they returned to their former occupation. They probably used Zebedee’s ship (Matthew 4:22). Peter initiated this, saying “I go a fishing” and the others followed. Believers often leave Christian service when disappointed and return to familiar endeavors. However, their re-entry into fishing was unsuccessful for “that night they caught nothing.”
B. A Patient Master. (21:4-14)

1. The Master’s Presence. (21:4-8) After a night of fruitless toil, Jesus called to the apostles from the shore, “Children, have ye any meat?” They did not recognize him and they answered, “no.” And he said unto them, “Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find.” The disciples complied and their immediate catch could not be drawn into the ship. This was reminiscent of their first meeting with the Lord Jesus (Luke 5:1-11). John spoke to Peter, “It is the Lord.” Straightway, Peter put on his outer garment (he was probably only wearing an inner garment or tunic), cast himself into the sea and swam to Jesus. The others followed on the small vessel dragging a full net.
2. The Master’s Provision. (21:9-14) Upon their arrival, these men found a breakfast prepared and served by the Lord Jesus. He said, “Bring of the fish which ye have now caught” and then he said, “Come and dine.” None of them asked, “Who art thou?” They knew him, but they knew him as a man. Now they understood deity. Additionally, they were somewhat like Joseph’s brothers when he revealed himself (Genesis 45:3). This was the third time that Jesus met with these men (Jn. 20:19, 26).
II. THE SAME DETERMINED LOVE.  John 21:15-17

A. Recalling Peter’s Failure. (21:15)

1. The Old Name. (21:15a) The Lord had called him Peter. (Cephas is a Syriac surname meaning, "rock" and it is Petros in Greek.) However, on this occasion Jesus addressed him as he was known before he became a disciple, Simon Barjona. This was terribly convicting because Peter had gone back to what he was doing before he met the Lord Jesus. Our Lord continued, “lovest thou me more than these?”
Matthew 26:32, “But after I am risen again, I will go before you into Galilee.”
John 1:42,” And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone.”

Matthew 16:17, “And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”
2. The Old Claim. (21:15b) Peter cautiously answered, “Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.” Our Lord commanded, “Feed my lambs.” Compare John 14:15. Jesus was restoring Peter and calling him back into the ministry. He had asked “Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these?” His question was, Simon, do you love me more than your best day of fishing in the company of your companions? Do you love me more than your old life?
Matthew 26:33, “Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended.”

John 14:15, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.”

Revelation 2:4, “Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.”
B. Rekindling Peter’s Fervor. (21:16-17) The Lord Jesus Christ asked Peter the same question two more times which must have reminded him of his previous three denials (John 18:27). Peter answered, “Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.” On the third time Peter was outwardly grieved and he said, “Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep” and then in verse nineteen, he said, “Follow me.”
John 10:14, “I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 15 As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep.”

Matthew 4:19, “And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
III. THE SAME DISCERNING LIGHT. John 21:18-25

A. A Word of Revelation. (21:18-19) In these verses Jesus confirmed something he’d implied earlier (Matthew 20:22) - that Peter would also die on a cross. “Follow me,” meant far more to Peter than most believers.
B. A Word of Rebuke. (21:20-23) Peter asked concerning John, “Lord, and what shall this man do?” Will he die on a cross? Our Lord responded, “If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me.” That’s good counsel for all believers. This however initiated a rumor in verse twenty-three.
C. A Word of Reassurance. (21:24-25)

1. The Inerrancy of the Statements of John. (21:24) John’s affidavit is credible and it is historically directed at third generation Christians who were flirting with agnosticism. Spiritually, his statement is for all believers.
2. The Inexhaustibility of the Story of Jesus. (21:25) Not only is John’s account true, but it is only a fraction of the sum total of “the things which Jesus did.” Compare the statement of the queen of Sheba in 1 Kings 10:7. “It is joy unspeakable and full of glory, Oh, the half has never yet been told.”
Matthew 20:22, “But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able. 23 And he saith unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with: but to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of my Father.”

1 Kings 10:7, “Howbeit I believed not the words, until I came, and mine eyes had seen it: and, behold, the half was not told me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which I heard.”
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