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Barbara Monahan April, 12, 2026

Get to know Jesus

In the Name of God: Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. Amen.

When did Jesus turn into more than just a name for you?
Jesus’ name has been around for over two thousand years.
We say Jesus' name in church, in our prayers, in
Christmas carols, and in Easter hymns.

We hear Jesus’ name in our everyday lives, at work, in
TV shows or movies, or in moments of crisis.

Whenever I hear a police or fire siren, I say a prayer to
Jesus, “Please let those in harm know you are there with
them.”

There comes a time when something changes, and Jesus
becomes more than a name,

a historical figure, a religious i1dea, or just someone other
people talk about.

At some point, Jesus becomes personal to us.

Our readings today lead and teach us to get to know Jesus

through a personal relationship with him.
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We are being invited to move from the ideas we have
about Jesus to actually knowing the living, crucified, and
risen Jesus, who comes into locked rooms, speaks peace
to fearful hearts, listens to honest questions with grace,
and calls us into a lifelong relationship with him.

In the reading from the Book of Acts, Peter stands up and
proclaims to the crowd that Jesus is the one “attested” by
God, crucified by human hands, AND raised up by God
because death had no hold on him.

Peter reaches back into the psalms and the promises made
to David and says, in effect, We believe that Jesus is the
one God has promised all along. And in Jesus, God’s
promises are brought to fullness.

The resurrection of Jesus is the foundation of our faith.
As the early church proclaimed, Jesus was raised from the
dead, and because he lives, a new and transformed life

with God is now possible for us.
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The risen Christ 1s proof that life goes on after death

and that God’s new way of living has been created in and
through Jesus Christ, right here, right now, and for all
time.

It 1s up to each of us and the church community to
embrace, believe, and live this Good News, just as the
first disciples did.

We rejoice because Jesus is someone we can truly know
and have a personal relationship with.

That 1s exactly where the First Letter of Peter takes us.
“Although you have not seen him, you love him, and even
though you do not see him now, you believe in him and
rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy.”

Our readings today teach us that faith is a relationship of
trust, rooted in getting to know Jesus so deeply that, even

without seeing him with our eyes, we love him with our

Page 3 of 17



Sermon of Gospel John 20:19-31- year A
Acts 2:14a, 22-32; Psalm 16; 1 Peter 1:3-9;
Barbara Monahan April, 12, 2026

Get to know Jesus

hearts, trust him with our lives, and rejoice in him with an
overflowing joy.

It 1s very important to know that faith means having
questions, being uncertain, unclear, and wrestling with
our confidence.

We may thank Thomas for his perfect example in John’s
Gospel.

Thomas gets a bad reputation.

He 1s remembered as “Doubting Thomas,” as if his role in
the story 1s simply to serve as a warning.

But maybe Thomas 1s not the culprit of the story.

Maybe Thomas is one of the most honest disciples in the
whole Gospel.

The others tell him, “We have seen the Lord.” But
Thomas cannot live on borrowed faith.

He cannot pretend.

He cannot force himself to say more than he knows.
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He wants to know that the one standing before the
disciples 1s truly Jesus, the same Jesus who was crucified,
the same Jesus who bore the wounds of love.

And so, a week later, Jesus comes again.

The doors were shut.

The disciples were still gathered in that place of
uncertainty.

And once again, Jesus stood among them and said, “Peace
be with you.”

Jesus did not come with condemnation.

He did not say, “Why are you still afraid?”

He did not say, “Why are you still hiding?”’

He did not say, “Thomas, what is wrong with you?”

He said, “Peace be with you.”

And then he turned to Thomas to meet him.

He offered him exactly what he needed:

“Put your finger here and see my hands.
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Extend your hand and put it on my side.”

This is grace in action.

Jesus 1s not offended by Thomas’s struggle. Jesus does
not reject Thomas because he is wrestling with his faith.
Jesus drew close, offered himself, and invited Thomas
into deeper faith and relationship.

Thomas responded with one of the greatest confessions in
the New Testament:

“My Lord and my God!”

That is what happens when someone gets to know Jesus.
Not simply hear about him.

But encounters him. Knows him.

Recognizes him. “My Lord and my God.”

And that is the invitation for us this morning.

Do you know Jesus enough to exclaim to everyone you
know that he is “Your Lord and Your God?

Do you know the Jesus who comes into locked rooms?
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Some of us live in locked rooms of fear.

Fear about our health.

Fear about our children.

Fear about the future.

Fear about our nation.

Fear about the church.

Fear about whether we are enough, whether we are loved,
whether there 1s hope.

And into those locked rooms, Jesus comes and says,
“Peace be with you.”

Do you know the Jesus who still bears wounds?

The risen Jesus 1s not unmarked.

He is glorified, but he is still wounded.

The nails and spear have left their mark.

The one who stands in resurrected life 1s still the crucified

one.
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That matters to us because it means God does not ignore
the pain of this world.

The risen Christ does not erase suffering as though it
never happened.

He redeems it.

He bears it.

He transforms it.

The wounds remain, but they are no longer signs of
defeat.

They are signs that tlove has gone to the furthest limit and
came through death alive.

Do you know the Jesus who breathes the Holy Spirit?
John tells us that Jesus breathed on the disciples and said,
“Receive the Holy Spirit.”

That breath echoes the breath of God in creation itself.
The God who breathed life into dust now breathes

resurrection life into frightened disciples.
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The church did not begin with human confidence, but
with divine breath.

Not with strategy, but with Spirit.

Not with certainty, but with Jesus’ presence among his
people.

Do you know the Jesus who sends his followers?

“As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”

Getting to know Jesus 1s not only about receiving comfort
from him.

It 1s to be sent by him.

The risen Christ gives peace, but not as an escape from
the world.

He gives peace so that we may go into the world bearing
his Good News of new life and love.

That means our faith cannot remain private

sentiment.
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If we know Jesus, then we are sent to embody his peace,
his mercy, his forgiveness, his courage, and his joy to
share 1t with everyone we meet.

And joy 1s a major part of these readings, too. Psalm 16
ends with those wonderful words: “You show me the path
of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy.”

And 1 Peter speaks of “an indescribable and glorious

joy.”

Not shallow happiness.

Not denial.

Not pretending life is easy.

Joy.

Christian joy isn't based on the neatness of life. It is based
on the presence of the risen Christ. Joy can exist

alongside tears.

Joy can survive hardship.
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It can sing in the dark and can live even when life is
uncertain, because joy is rooted in Jesus, not our life’s
circumstances.

That 1s why a relationship with Jesus matters so much.
Because 1f Jesus remains only a name, then faith remains
thin.

If Jesus remains only an idea, then when life falls apart,
faith may fall apart too.

But if we come to know Jesus, really know him, then fear
can become peace,

SOITOw can become joy,

doubt can become trust,

and even death loses its power.

Peter proclaims in Acts that God raised Jesus up, “having
freed him from death, because it was impossible for him
to be held in its power.” That is not only good news for

Jesus.
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It 1s good news for the whole world.

In a world still formed by violence, inequity, exclusion,
and death-dealing powers, the resurrection announces that
death, domination, fear, government leaders, and our
anxieties are not the Lord.

Jesus is the Lord.

And because Jesus lives, all things can be made new.

So how do we respond?

It could be the response begins where Thomas ends: with
a simple confession, “My Lord and my God.”

Maybe our reply begins with honesty.

If you are struggling, say so.

If you are uncertain, say so.

If faith feels unreachable, say so.

The risen Christ is not frightened by your truth.

Maybe the reply begins with an appeal.

“Lord Jesus, help me recognize you.”
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Maybe the reply begins with practice by reading and
studying the Gospel to figure out what God is saying to
you!

Pray honestly.

Gather with the church to hear Jesus in scripture and to
touch him in Holy Eucharist.

Ask him to make himself known in your life.

Because that 1s how most of us come to believe by
listening to him speaking to us in scripture and
experiencing his transformative power in His Holy
Eucharist.

I leave you with two Jesus stories that [ hope will inspire
you to share your own.

Our world surely needs our Jesus stories!

A friend told me this story about how she got to know

Jesus.
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She read The Road Less Traveled many years ago. It 1s a
book by M. Scott Peck that teaches how to face life
challenges.

The book didn’t fully interest her, but she finished it.
There was one sentence that stuck with her: "Get to know
Jesus."

She prayed, “Help me to know Jesus. How do I do this?”
A short time later, she was puttering around the house,
and her husband came in from outside and said, "This
book was on the front porch.”

It was a small bible containing the New Testament.

She asked him where it came from.

And he didn’t know.

She opened the book, and on the first page, there was a
handwritten note that read:

"We hope you enjoy the word of God and that it brings

you peace." Signed by a local church.
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Jesus truly is alive and well in the 215 century!

I got to know Jesus through a bible study.

Our group wanted to understand how God wants us to
live, and we began by exploring what the bible says about
gossIp.

I was at work one day when a woman on my team was
going to meet with someone who was difficult to work
with.

I gave her some pointers before the meeting. Later in the
day, I asked her whether what I had said about the person
she was meeting with was considered gossip. She didn’t
think 1t was.

That night, I had a dream of a book with its pages
flipping, and I saw the words "Kings, Kings, James," and
the numbers 3, 6, 9.

I woke up in the morning, remembered the dream, but had

no i1dea what it meant.
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Every day for a week, I wondered what the dream meant.
Then, a week later, when the dream came to mind,

I wondered 1f the book was the bible. I goy ,y Bible and
looked for and found the books of the First and Second
Kings and applied the numbers, but it didn’t make any
sense. Then I did the same with the book of James, and it
said: "The tongue is like fire, a world of evil. With it we
bless the Lord, and with it we curse those who are made
in God’s likeness.”

Realizing that my dream was related to the Bible scared
me at first, and then I was in awe that Jesus heard me
question my actions and gave me an answer about Gossip
through a dream!

Jesus hears us and wants to be in our lives, all the time
and forever.

John tells us that these things about Jesus “are written so

that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah,
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the Son of God, and that through believing you may have
life in his name.”

Life in his name.

Not just information in his name. Not just religion in his
name. Life in his name.

This Easter season, do not settle for knowing about Jesus.
Get to know him.

And in getting to know him, may we be able to say with
Thomas, with joy, with hope, with trust: My Lord and
my God.

Amen.
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