THE BIRTH OF JOHN ANNOUNCED

Luke 1:5-25


I. THE SUDDEN PRESENCE OF THE ANGEL.  Verses 5-12

A. The People.  (Verses 5-6)  The characters in this opening account are Herod and Zacharias with his wife Elisabeth.  “Herod, the king of Judaea” and “a certain priest named Zacharias” provide a great contrast. A man of iniquity is contrasted with a man of integrity. A descendant of Esau is contrasted with a descendant of Jacob. A foreign-born usurper is contrasted with a native-born son of Israel. A man whose sons would be self-serving troublemakers contrasted with a man whose son would be the greatest prophet. A man who hated God contrasted with one who loved God.  However, Luke largely ignores Herod the Great and focuses on godly Zacharias. In verse five, Elisabeth is introduced as the wife of Zacharias. See 1 Timothy 4:1-3. In verse six, they were “blameless” in their observance and practice of the Old Testament ordinances. 
1 Timothy 4:1-3, “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; 3 Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth.”

B. The Problem. (Verse 7)  However, this “blameless” couple had no child. Luke explains that “Elisabeth was barren, and they both were now well stricken in years.” This was surely very grievous to them.
C. The Place. (Verses 8-10)  Zacharias is described as a priest “of the course of Abia” (Abijah) in verse five. The priests were divided into twenty-four courses or classes. Each officiated a week, from one Sabbath to the next. The course of Abia, to which Zacharias belonged, was the eighth in order. (1Chronicles 24:7-18). The time came when the “course of Abia” had the duty of serving in the sanctuary and the lot fell upon Zacharias. He went into the Holy Place of the temple to burn incense on the golden altar.  Meanwhile, multitudes prayed outside the temple.
D. The Panic. (Verses 11-12)  As Zacharias was serving in the temple, “there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense” and he was afraid. This event is truly unique, but it demonstrates the importance of faithful worship. God reveals himself in a special way during the practice of sincere worship.
II. THE STIRRING PROPHECY OF THE ANGEL.  Verses 13-17

A. John’s Coming Foretold.  (Verses 13-14)  The angel comforted Zacharias by saying, “Fear not,” but he continued, “…thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son…”  Zacharias and Elisabeth had prayed for a son.  No doubt, they had claimed the account of Abraham and Sarah or Manoah and his wife. This revelation answered the prayer of Zacharias, but it also ended God’s four hundred years of silence. His name would be, John (a contraction of Jehohanan meaning, “God is gracious”) and the Dispensation of Grace was to replace the Dispensation of the Law.  “Many shall rejoice at his birth.”
B. John’s Character Foretold. (Verse 15)  John would be “great in the sight of the Lord” and this opinion matters most.  He would abstain from wine and strong drink because he would live a life of self-denial like the ancient prophets.  Additionally, he would be filled with the Holy Ghost his entire life. John’s life would be characterized by personal holiness and Holy Spirit power.
C. John’s Career Foretold.  (Verses 16-17)  The Old Testament ended with this promise. The Lord would come preceded by the prophet Elijah.  See Malachi 4:5-6.  The ultimate fulfillment is the Second Advent of Jesus Christ and Elijah precedes it (Revelation 11:3-14).  However, John the Baptist is a partial fulfillment.  He was the Elijah of the First Advent and he was much like Elijah in practice and appearance. But there is a difference. The ministry of Elijah (past and future) is accompanied by miracles while John’s was not (John 10:41). John’s task was to prepare Israel spiritually for the coming of Jesus Christ and his was a ministry of repentance. He was to turn “the children of Israel…to the Lord their God.” He was “to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children.”  And he was to turn “the disobedient to the wisdom of the just.”  John the Baptist was “to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”  Compare Malachi 3:1, Isaiah 40:3 and Mark 1:2-3.
Malachi 4:5-6, “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD: 6 And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.”

John 10:41, “And many resorted unto him, and said, John did no miracle: but all things that John spake of this man were true.”


Malachi 3:1, “Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.”

Isaiah 40:3, “The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.”

Mark 1:2-3, “As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.  3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”

III. THE SOBERING PREDICTION OF THE ANGEL.  Verses 18-25

A. The Angel’s Astonishment.  (Verses 18-20)  Zecharias said in astonishment, “Whereby shall I know this? for I am an old man, and my wife well stricken in years.” The angel was astonished at this response and he identified himself, “I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God; and am sent to speak unto thee, and to shew thee these glad tidings.” Then he gave Zecharias a sign, “…behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until the day that these things shall be performed.”
B. The Angel’s Accuracy.  (Verses 21-25)  These events delayed Zecharias and “the people…marvelled that he tarried so long in the temple.” Upon his appearance, the priest would normally address the assembly with a psalm or a benediction, but Zecharias was unable to utter a syllable. The worshippers “perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple,” but the excitement soon faded. However, God’s prophetic clock continued and “after those days…Elisabeth conceived and hid herself five months.” These were truly glad tidings for Elisabeth and she said, “Thus hath the Lord dealt with me in the days wherein he looked on me, to take away my reproach among men.”
Numbers 6:24-26, “The LORD bless thee, and keep thee: 25 The LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee: 26 The LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.”
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