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Nurses at San Leandro Hospital went on a 5-day
strike, starting on Wednesday in protest of what
nurses say is unsafe staffing during the pandemic
and other concerns. The nurses at both San Leandro
and Alameda hospitals are striking. They say the

Nurses Strike at SL Hospital

county’s Alameda Health System is not bargaining in
good faith, and short staffing puts patients in jeop-
ardy. The strike and rallies will run through Monday
at both hospitals. A story with more information will

appear here next week.
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Demos Quirk and Villalobos Vie for Assembly

By Michael Singer

San Leandro Times

A former NASA scientist and
nuclear physicist is matching up
against a union labor manager
and legal assistant to represent
California’s 20th Assembly Dis-
trict this November.

Incumbent Bill Quirk and
challenger Alexis Villalobos,
both Democrats, managed to get
the two top votes in the 2020
primary back in March and are
looking to lead Castro Valley,
Hayward and the Eden Area out
of the pandemic and into the
future.

The top issues in California’s
20th include addressing housing
and homelessness, increasing
funding for schools and teachers,
and reducing our greenhouse gas
footprint in a way that strengthens
the economy.

The differences between the

01 FRONT PAGE \10-08-20.indd 1

two candidates’ plans are within
the details. Quirk is looking for
housing fixes by increasing home
building with low-cost loans. He
also wants the state to enforce the
regional housing needs allocation
(RHNA) for what he calls “real-
istic zoning.”

Villalobos says he wants
funds for public schools, stu-

dents, and teachers by closing |

corporate tax loopholes and
reinvesting in public education.
As his grandfather was a migrant
who volunteered for the United
Farm Workers, and his father was
a union construction worker in
San Francisco, Villalobos wants
more workplace democracy and
to reduce wage theft.

Villalobos graduated from
Hayward’s public schools and
became the first in his family

Assemblymember Quirk

to earn a college degree when
he graduated from Occidental
College in Los Angeles.

As an organizer for SEIU lo-
cal 87, Villalobos led a successful

Rematch:
Hernandez
Vs. Azevedo

City Council District 2 race
By Michael Singer

San Leandro Times

San Leandro voters have two
choices this November in the
District 2 City Council race.

Incumbent Ed Hernandez
and challenger Bryan Azevedo
are campaigning as San Leandro
recovers financially from the pan-
demic, and tries to ease tensions
between law enforcement and
residents. The two candidates
previously faced off in 2016 with
Hernandez taking the open seat.

District 2 is located in the
southeast part of San Leandro.
Along with citywide issues, the
new representative will need to
work with residents on a planned,
mixed-use “transit village” at
Bayfair Mall and the Bay Fair
BART Station.

The San Leandro Chamber of
Commerce hosted a virtual chat
with each candidate last Tuesday.
Questions included what each
candidate might do with a po-
tential $1.7 million that the City
Council voted back in June to
reallocate from police coffers to
be applied to other city services.

“I would have to look into
that with the city staff because
the budget is a reflection of my
values,” Azevedo said during the
Chamber Q&A. “We have a lot of
underserved and underprivileged
here in San Leandro. So I would
have to look at the budget and see
where we could use it. We have a
lot of workers and the city staff is
really under-budgeted.”

The chamber then asked Her-

nandez for his perspective.

“I think a majority of the
money needs to go towards
Covid-19 recovery, making sure
people can stay safe in their

see REMATCH, page 3

Developers,
Pot Biz
Make Big
Donations

By Jim Knowles
San Leandro Times

Campaign finance statements
appeared last week on the City of
San Leandro website, showing
who’s backing who in the 2020
campaign.

City Councilman Ed Hernan-
dez, running in District 2, has
received contributions this year,
through Sept. 19, of $29,000 with
expenditures of $24,000.

Some of Hernandez’ biggest
contributors are Alco Iron &
Metal Co. which gave Hernandez
$1,250 this year; and auto dealer
Anthony Batarse, who was be-
hind turning Marina Boulevard
into auto row, with a contribution
of $1,500, according to campaign

see DONATIONS, page 3
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Kiwanis Club meets and keeps
social distance. Page 2

B ELECTION

Alexis Villalobos

campaign to reinstate a group of
wrongfully terminated janitors
at the San Francisco Superior
Courthouse, and he worked on

see ASSEMBLY, page 14

@

Hayden challenges Swalwell
for Congress. Page 4

B NEWS

It’s allowed, but schools not so
quick to open. Page 14

38,500 EVERY THURSDAY

THE LARGEST FREE-DELIVERED NEWSPAPER IN THE EAST BAY

Classified Ads ........ 12
Crossword............... 9
Homes................. 10
Home Services....... 12
Inquiring Reporter ... 15
Letters................. 15
Lifestyle ................. 7
Obituaries............. 14
] 2
Puzzles .................. 4
Seniors .................. 8

10/7/20 5:48 PM



2

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2020

®

San Leandro Times

MEETING
SCHEDULES

B CITY COUNCIL
Council meets on the first and third
Monday of each month at 7 p.m. in
City Council Chambers, City Hall,
835 E. 14th St., San Leandro

For more information, call the
City Clerk at 577-3367.

B SAN LEANDRO
SCHOOL BOARD

Board meets on the second Tuesday

of each month at 7 p.m. in the

City Council Chambers, City Hall,

835 E. 14th St., San Leandro.

For more information, call

Michelle Mayfield at 667-3522.
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An independent hometown
newspaper serving
San Leandro, Ashland,
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PETS i WEEK *

Simon and Tanner

friendly. She will happily greet
new people with a purr.
Simon and Tanner are both
The Pets of the Week at the 5-year-old, neutered males and
Hayward Animal shelter are an are sweet and laid back.
affectionate feline trio looking All three will vie for atten-
for a home together. tion. They love laying in cuddle
Their elderly owner passed puddles, eating greenie treats,
away and his wish was that the and taking turns getting pets from
cats not be separated. their favorite people. All three
Venus is a 7-year-old, spayed have wonderful personalities and
female who is confident and like to keep things neat and tidy.

Venus

By Ursula Machado-Beito
Special to the Times

The Kiwanis Club of San
Leandro hosted its 97th Installa-
tion Ceremony on Sept. 19 —and
the club’s first tailgate celebra-
tion — thanking the outgoing
*In 1933, Coit Tower dedicated. ¢lub officers and welcoming the

[.COMMIT YOUR FAMILY-TO BE FIT!

We Are Different From Other Fitness Clubs.
We Have A Family Atmosphere!
Outdoor Gym Open ¢ Full Gym » Over 40 weekly Exercise Classes outdoors or
ZoomFitness e 7 lanes per hour Lap Swimming e Aqua Aerobic Classes - 8 weekly ¢
Swim Lessons  Pro Tennis Lessons ¢ Kids Pool ¢ Pickleball Groups & Socials!

All Classes/Facilities require Reservations. We honor all Up to date Health Dept.
Requirements/Change for your Safety= Masks, Hand Sanitizing, and Distancing.

Limited Time Offer

NO INITIATION FEE!*
Save $400 - 800
& OCTOBER FREE

*When you join early and pay
your first 3 months dues.
Subject to change without notice.

Offer exp. 11/1/20

e

This Day in History: October 8

*In 1860, atelegraph line was miles of buildings and killed 200.
completed between San Francis- *In 1930, the Philadelphia A’s
co and Los Angeles. beat St. Louis to win the World

e In 1871, the Great Fire of Series.

Chicago destroyed over 4 square

Join Our Club Where
Everyone Knows Your Name.
Be A Part Of Something!

FREE
KID FIT CLASSES
after school!

YOU % J
SHOULD BE '”Q
HERE THIS
SUMMER!, 3

AN

LIMITED
AVAILABLE SLOTS
FREE TOURS-No Appointments

Check Us Out Our Website.
Look for All Features & Benefits.

WWW.BOVSWIM.COM

Monthly Dues for | Monthly Dues for
Families = $237 Singles = $228

Located on corner of 1881 Astor Dr. & Lake Chabot Rd., San Leandro
510-357-8366 * swim@bovswim.com

Bay-O-Vista

* kX

Private Family Fitness,
Gym, Swim & Tennis Club

Membership includes the whole family
up to 6 members. Lockers $9.
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new ones.

It was the first time in six
months the club reunited at Ki-
wanis West at 2777 Alvarado
St. — with social-distancing and
mask safety protocols in place
— to celebrate a year of service.

Due to Covid-19, the club
(along with most of the world)
has become savvy Zoom users
and embraces the new life of
virtual meetings.

Despite the changes, the
club’s commitment has remained
steadfast with service projects to
support the San Leandro com-
munity, especially during a dire
time of need.

If you’re looking for an op-
portunity to make an impact
within our local schools and or-
ganizations, the club would love
to hear from you.

The Kiwanis Club meets
every Tuesday at noon via Zoom.
Contact the club on Facebook
at: https://www.facebook.com/
SLKiwanis.

"Join me in
re-electing
Councilmember
Ed Hernandez for
City Council. Ed
Hernandez is a
smart, energetic,
and inclusive

HERNANDEZ

gl
PHOTO COURTESY THE KIWANIS CLUB

The Kiwanis Club met and elected new officers, while social distancing.

Kiwanis Club Installs New Officers
At a Social Distancing Meeting

The officers of the Kiwanis
Club of San Leandro are:

¢ President: Donna Wilson

e President-Elect: Ursula
Machado-Beito

¢ Vice President: Rob Bae

o Secretary: Peggy Walters
and Assistant Secretary, Mike
Lefaivre

* Treasurer: Bruce Hennings

¢ Immediate Past President:
Lyman Alexander

Alta Mira
Open House

The Alta Mira Club, 561
Lafayette Ave. in San Leandro,
will host an open house on
Sunday, Oct. 11, from 2 to 5
p.m. Tour the historic Y gnacio
Peralta House and hear a pre-
sentation about the house and
the recently restored stained
glass windows. Social distanc-
ing and masks required.

member of our community. He has been
there for small businesses when we have
needed him and he will continue to lead the
way for San Leandro's recovery.”

- Miriam Lara, Miriam's Floral Boutique

Ed supports local businesses and entrepreneurs

Want to get involved?
Find out how at:

edhernandezforcitycouncil.com

Paid by Ed Hernandez for City Council 2020 - FPPC# 1380984
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Rematch: Candidates competlng on social media, lawn signs

continued from front page
homes,” Hernandez said during
the Chamber event. “What is
also important to me is to look
at a potential police oversight
committee to look at what our
solutions are there.”

Azevedo for Stable Housing,
Tennant Protections

Azevedo is a fourth-gener-
ation San Leandro resident and
tradesman with the Sheet Metal
Workers Local 104. His list of
priorities includes providing
stable housing with tenant pro-
tections and homeless support;
community protections for future

Donations:

continued from front page
finance statements filed with the
city clerk’s office.

The California Apartment
Association PAC gave Hernandez
$1,500 this year. The Interna-
tional Association of Firefighters
Local 55 PAC gave him $1,000.
Lee Thomas, an Oakland school
district administrator and former
city councilman, gave Hernandez
$1,050.

Hernandez received $1,000
from Gordon Galvan, and $2,500
from real estate developer Ed
Miller of Cal Coast Properties,
the company that is developing
the San Leandro Marina; and
$500 from Tom Silva, who re-
cently got the City Council’s
approval to build an apartment
building on Bancroft Avenue.

In 2019, Silva also made a
$2,500 contribution to the Her-
nandez campaign, according to
candidate financial forms.

Hernandez received smaller
contributions, between $100 and
$200, from some local political
figures — former City Council
members Surlene Grant and Mi-
chael Gregory, and former school
board member Louis Heystek.

Hernandez received $250

emergencies as well as preparing
to adapt to climate change; and
adopting more timely responses
to emergency problems such
as the pandemic, its connected
economic downturn, fires, earth-
quakes, and other disasters.
“We’re still dealing with the
Covid-19 pandemic which we
can expect to have economic
repercussions,” Azevedo said in
a statement. “There is also the
looming threat of climate change
that will affect our community.
We must be prepared. I am not
satisfied with our city’s response
to coronavirus. We need to and
can do better. When the shel-

ter-in-place
orders went
into effect, I
sprang into
action mak-
ing check-
up calls to
vulnerable
residents,
delivering
groceries,
and providing meals to those in
need.”

Azevedo’s campaign has not
gone without some hiccups. The
Alameda County Department of
Environmental Health ordered
him to stop serving meals from

Ed Hernandez

his driveway back in June. Aze-
vedo says he served an estimated

| 3,000 meals to support families

impacted by the pandemic.

Hernandez for Recovery

Efforts, Housing, Health

Hernandez is a real estate
manager and the current District 2
council member. Hernandez says
he is primarily focused on local
recovery efforts including sup-
porting food, housing, and health
services through the recession.
His priorities include more ef-
forts to support family health and
public safety efforts, including
increasing 911 capacity. Hernan-

If you've got the money, honey...

from John Oram of Bloom In-
novations, a cannabis company
that got a license to operate from
the City Council. Hernandez re-
ceived $2,500 from DSWCInc.,a
cannabis retailer owned by Oram.
The Hernandez campaign’s
expenditures include payments to
companies that produce mailers,
and $4,500 to political consul-
tants, the Lew Edwards Group.

Bryan Azevedo
Bryan Azevedo, who is run-
ning against Hernandez, has
received contributions of $11,000
this year. Azevedo’s biggest

contributor is the Operating
Engineers Local 3 with $2,000.

A number of individual con-
tributors gave the Azevedo cam-
paign a couple hundred dollars.
Azevedo loaned $5,000 to his
own campaign.

Azevedo spent $3,300 on
lawn signs, and $1,500 to a com-
pany for data base access.

Fred Simon
Fred Simon’s campaign had
taken in around $7,000 this year,
as of Sept. 19., with contributions
of $500 each from the Sheet Met-
al Workers Local 104; Plumbers,

Vote by Mail or on Nov. 3rd

ORO LOMA SANITARY

Paid for by Bob Glaze for Oro Loma Sanitary 2020

@MWM oun é'ommum’fy Fins

“Iwillbea champzon for San Leandro, engaging all
residents to build an inclusive and sustainable community.”

@ TAKING ACTION
ENDORSED BY

BRYAN DISTRICT 2
AZEVEDO

cITY COUNCIL

FIND OUT MORE AT

03 NEWS 10-8-20.indd 1

BRYANAZEVEDO.COM

Paid political advertisement. Paid for by Bryan Azevedo for San Leandro City Council 2020
FPPC No. 1378359. 963 Dillo St., San Leandro, CA 94578

& ENGAGING AND SUPPORTING COMMUNITY
& PROTECTING VULNERABLE RESIDENTS
@ BUILDING A RESILIENT COMMUNITY
@ SUPPORTING WORKING FAMILIES

Richard Valle, Alameda County Supervisor, District 2

Victor Aguilar Jr & Benny Lee, San Leandro City Council
Aisha Wahab & Francisco Zermano, Hayward City Council
Pamela Price, Givil Rights Attorney & Alameda County Activist

..and manymore'

rfm\

Vote by Mail Now or
In-Person Oct. 31-Nov 3!

AAAAAAAAAA

«««««

Steamfitters, Refrigeration and
Pipeline Local 342, the Intl.
Brotherhood of Electrical Work-
ers Local 595, and the Sprinkler
Fitters & Apprentices Local 483.

Simon loaned his own cam-
paign $2,700.

Simon’s biggest expense was
$3,500 to My Campaign Store of
Louisville, Kentucky, a maker

see DONATIONS, page 14

dez is also
focused
on infra-
structure [F8))
improve- &
ments and
associated
jobs.

“T will
continue
my part-
nerships with residents, com-
munity and business leaders,
neighborhood associations, and
elected officials to maintain the
partnerships for after-school
programs for children and teens,
provide solutions to address
homelessness, expand housing
for future generations that our
workforce can afford, help local
businesses thrive and repair our
streets and potholes — making
our roads safer while creat-
ing jobs,” Hernandez said in a
statement.

When asked if as an incum-
bent are there any council votes
he made that in hindsight he
regrets or had unintended con-
sequences, Hernandez pointed
to housing.

“I think something that wasn't
ready for prime time was the

Bryan Azevedo

mobile (home) rent ordinance
protection,” Hernandez told the
Chamber of Commerce. “There
were going to be maybe quite a
few issues and we've seen those.
I could have just supported it,

- | but ultimately we have to make

sure the people who want to stay
in San Leandro can do so if they
choose and find a way to provide
that opportunity.”

Azevedo is endorsed by the
Alameda County Democratic
Party, the California Democratic
Party, SEIU-UHW 1021, Our
Revolution San Leandro, and by
two current San Leandro City
Council members: Victor Aguilar
Jr. and Benny Lee. He is also
endorsed by Alameda County
Supervisor Richard Valle and
San Leandro District 4 candidate
Fred Simon.

Hernandez has the support
of several groups including the
Sierra Club, the Alameda County
Firefighters Union Local 55, and
the Building & Trades Council
of Alameda County. Herandez
is also endorsed by San Leandro
Mayor, Pauline Cutter, Alameda
County Supervisor, Wilma Chan,
and State 18th Assembly District
representative, Rob Bonta.

Pam Russo, R.N.

Working for your better health.
EDEN HEALTH DISTRICT DIRECTOR 2020

Nurse. Advocate. Leader.

Supervisor
Wilma Chan

San Leandro
Mayor
Pauline Cutter

The saying goes,
‘Behind every successful
woman, is a circle of
other successful women
who have her back’.

I am honored to have the
support of San Leandro’s
Women Leaders.

| We are stronger together.

San Leandro
Mayor (Fmr.)
Ellen Corbett

San Leandro
Mayor Emeritus
Shelia Young

San Leandro
Councilmember
Deborah Cox

VOTE BY MAIL for PAM RUSSO, R.N.
for EDEN TOWNSHIP HEALTHCARE DISTﬁICT
at the Bottom of your Ballot!

Learn more about Pam at:
PamRussoEdenHealth.com

Paid for by Pam Russo for Director 2020 FPPC#1426962
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Alison Hayden Challenges Swalwell Davis Street Walmart Reopens
For 15th District Congressional Seat

Republican Alison Hayden of
Hayward is challenging Rep. Eric
Swalwell to represent Califor-
nia’s 15th Congressional District,
which includes Castro Valley, San
Leandro, San Lorenzo, Hayward,
and other parts of Alameda and
Contra Costa counties.

Hayden, 61, says she is con-
cerned that the distresses due to
the pandemic, California wild-
fires and civil unrest from Black
Lives Matter and Antifa will spill
over into suburban communities.

“We need to be prepared.
I’m all about local planning, law
enforcement and local prepared-
ness,” she says.

She also says Swalwell has
gone too far left on issues such
as gun control.

“The Second Amendment
is not about deer hunting,” says
Hayden. “It’s keeping the govern-
ment in check.”

She also says firearms are
necessary for self-protection
when police can’t respond im-
mediately.

Hayden says she believes
she has a lot to contribute to
the district with her experience
and background. She was born
in Sacramento and raised in an
Air Force family stationed in

Alison Hayden
Candidate for Congress

Taiwan. She graduated from a
boarding high school in Taiwan
and attended U.C. Berkeley for
her Bachelor’s degree and Lon-
don School of Economics for her
Master’s.

Hayden faces an uphill battle
against Swalwell in the heavily
Democratic district. She received
17 percent of the vote in the
March 3 Primary against Swal-
well’s 59 percent. The other 24
percent was divided among one
other Republican, one Indepen-

Oakland Aviation Museum

The Oakland Aviation Mu-
seum is open to the public for
outdoor viewing only, Wednes-
day through Sunday, from 10
amto4 p.m.

Indoor exhibits will remain
closed until the current restric-

tions are lifted.

The museum features many
famous aircraft and is located
at the Oakland Airport’s North
Field, 8252 Earhart Road in
Oakland, just off Doolittle
Drive.

dent, and three other Democrats.
In addition, Swalwell has ap-
peared frequently on cable news
and the TV networks since the
election of Donald Trump.
Hayden says that one of the
greatest threats facing the country
is that citizens are not getting
timely, accurate information,
because there is no standard or
accountability for the media.
“People are upset with each

oy other, but is it real?” she asks.

She says most people actually
have a lot in common, and just
want to live the best kind of lives
they can.

“Strength is from the family
and the local level, not the state,”
she says.

On national issues, Hayden’s
website advocates completing the
border wall, funding and support-
ing law and order, ensuring trans-
parency about the way tax money
is spent, and creating protections
against technologies and inputs
authored by antagonistic regimes.

She says that we don’t have
enough correct information to
determine if climate change
exists or is caused by carbon
dioxide, but that there are Nobel
Peace Prize winners who think
it’s “malarkey.” She says she does
not support abortion unless the
woman’s life is in danger.

More information on Al-
ison Hayden is available on
her website: alison-hayden-for-
congress|.constantcontactsites.
com/. She can be reached by
e-mail at AlisonCongress2020@
protonmail.com for comments
and questions.

The Walmart store on Davis
Street held a re-opening ceremo-
ny last Friday to welcome back
customers and announce dona-
tions to local nonprofits.

The store had been closed
since the night of widespread
looting across San Leandro on
May 31.

During the closure, Walmart
has repaired the damage and
made several improvements to
the store in the Westgate Center,
including remodeling the entire
store.

The electronics section is
new and interactive displays
have been installed. The grocery
section has been expanded with
more Hispanic and Asian foods
now available, due to customer
demand.

The store now has express
delivery where a customer’s or-
der arrives within two hours. And
the store now has Walmart Pay, a
touch-free way to pay.

“The store team is excited to
be back serving the San Leandro
community and we are thankful
for our customers’ patience as we
remodeled the store,” said John
Larkin, San Leandro Walmart
store manager. “We think cus-
tomers will like our new and
improved store.”

The Davis Street Walmart
presented community grants to
two local nonprofits — $1,000
grant to the Interfaith Homeless
Network to support its April
Showers program which gives
area homeless the opportunity
to take showers, receive meals
and access to several services;
and a $1,000 grant to Imagine

Walmarg 2 san LEAN‘B?’.%RW

Do

PHOTOS COURTESY OF WALMART

Walmart held a ribbon cutting ceremony last Friday to
announce the reopening of the store on Davis Street.

That Kids which helps provide
school support and educational
programs to children of incar-
cerated parents, foster children,
and children who are homeless
or underprivileged.

“I am proud to join the San
Leandro store in celebrating
their new beginning,” said San
Leandro Mayor Pauline Cutter.
“Walmart has been a long-time
integral member of our commu-
nity I am elated that this store is
reopened to continue serving our

community.”

The Davis Street store em-
ploys approximately 350 as-
sociates who were temporarily
transferred to other Bay Area
Walmart stores while the San
Leandro store on Davis Street
was closed for the renovations
and remodeling.

The store has put Covid-19
protective measures in place to
protect its employees and cus-
tomers. Store hours will be 7 a.m.
to 10 p.m.

HOCUS-FOCUS

BY
HENRY BOLTINOFF
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A PROBLEM FOR THE “SEASONED” PUZZLER!
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A WISE PIECE OF ADVICE! Hidden in the
above frame is a famous proverb. You can EBIRITIEIRIVIRIFAILIVISIP
find it be reading every other letter as you go VIRINIQY TIDIGINILIZIR|T|L
around it counter-clockwise. The trick is find- AITISIAIVUISIMIFIO|L|I|A|GI|E
ing the right first letter. E[SIHIMIL|O[O|IC[B|HIKIH|O|S

188 01 & 10U ‘O O LIKIN|ISITIR|IOIPISIRIEID|I|C|
13, 4auI0d Y8 Wonoq aLy Ut 3, yum Buiels lemsuy
Hidden in the above diagram are 19 words

puzzlers:
1. What is a library cat?
2. What cat loves water?

“Hl, DIDDLE, DIDDLE, THE CAT AND THE RIDDLE!”
You'll be in the catbird seat if you can solve these two

URIBWEIEY 7 onBOBIed v - | S1emsuy

LINK-UPS! Here's a list of 12 one-syllable words, divid-
ed into two cclumns. Turn them into six longer words by
linking them together. To do this, draw a line from one
word in the left column to one word in the right.

"BINSUO) ‘SPUBKO ‘AUleam DBID| ‘POUEI DamO|lY SIemSuy

associated with the FALL season.They can
be found by reading up or down, side to
side, or diagonally. Letters can be used
more than once. Listed below are the 19
words you're looking for:

llustrated by David Coulson  Acoms  College  Football
Apples Colors  Harvest
1ALL L THY Autumn  Cool Hay ride
2RANK)ENDS Birds  Corn  Leaves
2.':/-VEEEAL SOL\JAFIzEED Bqnfi re Fal! School
sOFF (LED Brisk  Foliage Sports

6 TON >RED Cider
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Four Vie for Two Seats on Oro Loma Board of Directors

By Mike McGuire
San Leandro Times

Four candidates are vying
for two seats on the Ora Loma
Sanitary District in the November
election, two incumbents and two
challengers.

Incumbent Dan Walters, the
current board president, is run-
ning for re-election, along with
appointed incumbent Bob Glaze,
who filled the vacancy created
when Juan Diaz left the board
two years ago. Challengers are
Paul Stelzmann, chief plant op-
erator with EBMUD (East Bay
Municipal Utility District), and
Benny Lee, a San Leandro City
Councilmember who’s prevented
from running again for that seat
by term limits.

Ora Loma provides sewage
services to about 40 percent of
San Leandrans, plus the commu-
nities of Ashland, Cherryland,
unincorporated Hayward and part
of Castro Valley.

All four candidates agree
that sewage rates need to be kept
low while the district continues
to replace aging pipes and other
equipment. Ora Loma has histori-
cally had the lowest sewage rates
in Alameda County, and often in
the Bay Area and state.

Bob Glaze

Glaze was a long-time mem-
ber of the San Leandro City
Council, first elected in 1984
and serving until 2005 with a
four-year break in the middle. He
wants to accelerate and enhance
what the district is currently
doing, such as speeding up the
rate of pipe replacement. He
also wants to continue working
with other agencies such as U.C.
Berkeley to develop new technol-
ogies and ideas.

Glaze points with pride to
Ora Loma’s horizontal levee, a
sloping vegetated area that gently
breaks waves on the Bay while
filtering out some pollutants be-
fore they can reach the Bay.

FILED
SEPTEMBER 15, 2020
MELISSA WILK
County Clerk
ALAMEDA COUNTY
By------ , Deputy
FILE NO. 572989
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
Pursuant to Business and
Professions Code
Sections 17900-17930
The name of the business(es):
(1) Sun Roofing (2) Sun Builders, located
at 884 Barri Drive, San Leandro, CA 94578,
mailing address P.O. Box 4295, San Leandro,
CA 94578 in Alameda County, is hereby reg-
istered by the following owner(s): Robert Lee
Otterson, 884 Barri Drive, San Leandro, CA
94578. This business is conducted by an
individual. This business commenced N/A.
/s/ Robert Lee Otterson
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda County on date indicated
by file stamp above.
Expires SEPTEMBER 15, 2025
SEPT 24, 0CT 1, 08, 15 2020
285-SLT
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Challenges he sees ahead are
keeping pharmaceutical waste out
of the Bay, dealing with rising
sea levels that could threaten the
district’s treatment plant and ex-
panding the use of recycled water
for non-drinking uses such as
landscaping. Keeping costs down

while doing this is also important, |

Glaze said.

“We’ve (the current board)
been able to do things for the fu-
ture rather than simply maintain
them as they are,” he said.

Glaze also stresses the impor-
tance of community involvement
in the district’s mission. At a Sept.
25 candidate forum sponsored
by the League of Women Voters,
he said it is important to get out
into the community and listen to
people talking about what they
need and what they’d like the
district to do.

Dan Walters

Dan Walters was first ap-
pointed to the board to fill a
vacancy, and then about a year
later in 2016 was elected to it.
He now serves as the board
president, along with being chair
of the East Bay Dischargers
Authority (EBDA), which regu-
lates discharges into the Bay by
local governments and special
districts.

Walters is proud of having
helped kept Ora Loma’s rates the
lowest in the Bay Area and often
in the state. He’s also proud of the
recently completed renegotiation
of a 40-year agreement with
EBDA, which resulted in Ora
Loma paying a lower share of
total costs of protecting the Bay
than for the previous 40 years.

“We should stick to what we
do and that will keep rates low,”
Walters said.

Walters is skeptical of in-
creased water recycling, which
he said the district has researched.

“We don’t really have a mar-
ket for more recycled water
now, and won’t for another two

FILED
SEPTEMBER 10, 2020
MELISSA WILK
County Clerk
ALAMEDA COUNTY
By---------- , Deputy
FILE NO. 572824
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
Pursuant to Business and
Professions Code
Sections 17900-17930
The name of the business(es):
Rossco Electric, located at 714 Woodland
Ave., San Leandro, CA 94577, in Alameda
County, is hereby registered by the following
owner(s): Shawn Williams, 714 Woodland
Ave., San Leandro, CA 94577. This business
is conducted by an individual. This business
commenced N/A.
/s/ Shawn Williams
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda County on date indicated
by file stamp above.
Expires SEPTEMBER 10, 2025
0CT 08, 15, 22, 29, 2020
286-SLT

Bob Glaze

or three decades,” Walters said.
“If the market does arise, we can
respond quickly to supply its
need in a year or so. But it’s very
expensive to do so if that market
isn’t there.”

Walters sees the need to work
closely with regulators, to see
what’s coming based on science.
That knowledge, he said, will
help keep compliance costs lower
as rules and conditions change.

Walters first got interested
in sewage as a ten-year-old Cub
Scout on a field trip to the local
sewage plant, he said. While he
didn’t become a sewage engineer,
he was awakened to engineer-
ing in general. He became a
chemical engineer, and today is
CEO of Copper Harbor Inc., a
specialty chemical producer in
San Leandro.

Benny Lee
Benny Lee said he wasn’t

Dan Walters

really planning to run for the
Ora Loma board until everyone
was forced to shelter in place
for Covid-19. He realized that,
though he was in his last year on
the San Leandro City Council,
he still had knowledge and skills
to offer other public agencies
who face immediate critical
challenges.

Lee cites his familiarity with
technology, and how it can be
used for public purposes, as an
important set of skills he can
offer. His full-time job is as
director of public wi-fi for San
Mateo County, and he brought
a set of fiscal management tools
to San Leandro when he joined
the council.

Those have made the lives of
department directors much easier,
he said, letting them easily plan
out years into the future instead
of relying on educated guesses.

Lee thinks that communica-

Benny Lee

tions with the community is key
to the district doing its job well,
and that communication has to
be in the various languages the
community speaks. A recent
survey in San Leandro showed
that 51 percent of the city’s
residents spoke a primary lan-
guage other than English, and
that 36 percent did not speak
English at all.

A recent state law requires
more recycling of organic wastes,
Lee said.

“We will be charged if we
don’t meet those goals,” he said.
“It is vital that people need to
understand what we need to do
and why.”

Lee made an unusual request
related to getting encouragement
and advice from Bob Glaze at the
outset of his public involvement.
Don’t vote for him instead of
Glaze, Lee said, give Glaze your
vote before casting your other

Paul Stelzmann
vote for him.

Paul Stelzmann

Paul Stelzmann works day to
day as a sewage plant operator for
the East Bay Municipal District
(EBMUD), and said he is running
for the Ora Loma board because
he wants a new challenge in the
industry he’s already working in.

Stelzmann likes what the
board has been doing, but thinks
he would bring a different per-
spective to the board from his
daily work. He wants the board to
stay fiscally responsible, keeping
costs down while maintaining or
improving needed infrastructure.

Stelzmann said the board also
needs to ensure that the pumping
plants keep operating if there are
fire-related power shutoffs.

“I want to do the best job
possible to ensure the best possi-
ble service at the lowest possible
rate,” Stelzmann said.

* Everyone is welcome.

‘Spiritual, but not religious?
Watch 11:11am Live-stream at
unitysanleandro.org or on Facebook Live

* We emphasize spirituality more than religion.

* We believe there are many paths to God.

* We show you how to transform your life through
practical spiritual principles.

www.unitysanleandro.org

Unity Church of San Leandro

P.O. Box 2018, San Leandro, 94577

[ suNDAY 11:11 A.M. |

FREE In-Home Consultation!

We help you improve your home
entertainment and home automation
systems one step at a time.

“Quality Home Theater
at a Reasonable Price”

910-473-2887

Castro Valley

brian@nextstepae.com | www.nextstepae.com

NextStep’

AUDIO ENHANCEMENT

FILED
SEPTEMBER 16, 2020
MELISSA WILK
County Clerk
ALAMEDA COUNTY
By---------- , Deputy
FILE NO. 573003
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
Pursuant to Business and
Professions Code
Sections 17900-17930
The name of the business(es):
Con Fuerzas, located at 1399 Leonard
Drive, San Leandro, CA 94577, in Alameda
County, is hereby registered by the following
owner(s): Heidi Torres, 1399 Leonard Drive,
San Leandro, CA 94577. This business is
conducted by an individual. This business
commenced N/A.
/s/ Heidi Torres
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda County on date indicated
by file stamp above.
Expires SEPTEMBER 16, 2025
0CT 1, 08, 15, 22, 2020
287-SLT

FILED
SEPTEMBER 09, 2020
MELISSA WILK
County Clerk
ALAMEDA COUNTY
By---------- , Deputy
FILE NO. 572749
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
Pursuant to Business and
Professions Code
Sections 17900-17930
The name of the business(es):
Bodii Language, located at 1511 163rd Av-
enue #29, San Leandro, CA 94578, in Ala-
meda County, is hereby registered by the
following owner(s): Tiana Scott, 1511 163rd
Avenue #29, San Leandro, CA 94578. This
business is conducted by an individual. This
business commenced N/A.
/s/ Tiana Scott
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda County on date indicated
by file stamp above.
Expires SEPTEMBER 09, 2025
0CT 1, 08, 15, 22, 2020
288-SLT

FILED
SEPTEMBER 16, 2020
MELISSA WILK
County Clerk
ALAMEDA COUNTY
By---------- , Deputy
FILE NO. 572994
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
Pursuant to Business and
Professions Code
Sections 17900-17930
The name of the business(es):
PIRTEK SFO, located at 1997 Burroughs Av-
enue, San Leandro, CA 94577, in Alameda
County, is hereby registered by the following
owner(s): The Currid Family Corporation,
3676 Hillsbough Drive, Concord, CA 94520.
This business is conducted by a corporation.
This business commenced N/A.
/s/ The Currid Family Corporation
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Alameda County on date indicated
by file stamp above.
Expires SEPTEMBER 16, 2025
0CT 1, 08, 15, 22, 2020
290-SLT

Starting a New

Business?

The SL Times reaches

99% of homes in
\ San Leandro /
File your Fictitious
Business Name

Statement with us
Today

Stop by or call Patrick V.
at (510) 614-1558

2060 Washington Ave, San
Leandro, CA 94577
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Turn Your Old Mattress
Into Somethmg New

The Habitat for Humanity ReStore
9235 San Leandro Street, Oakland, CA 94603

..:~--/‘ ) E'{ N ] 3 AL

Now offering $3 cash or $5 in-store credit

When you drop off your old mattress or box spring at the Habitat for
Humanity ReStore, the Mattress Recycling Council’s Bye Bye Mattress
program recycles it. The steel, foam, fibers and wood become something
new like carpet padding, construction rebar, insulation or muich. In
return, you can use your cash or in-store credit for something new to you
and support Habitat’s mission to build affordable housing in the Bay Area.

$3 cash or $5 ReStore store credit provided per mattress. Maximum 5 units per vehicle per
day. Voucher provided upon drop-off and must be redeemed same day. Offer only valid at the
Habitat for Humanity ReStore in Oakland, CA.

W Habitat for Humanity’

A Program of the Mattress Recycling Council® Re St Jre

ByeByeMattress.com BayAreaReStores.org
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The Season for Sausage

ince the early 1900s, San

Leandro has been head-

quarters for a number of
sausage companies which were
first begun as home-kitchen
operations using family recipes
brought over from Europe. Today,
San Leandro sausages are famous
throughout the country.

That’s why the city usually
stages its Sausage and Suds
Music Festival this time of year.
Like so many other events, it’s
on hiatus for 2020 because of the
pandemic.

But that doesn’t mean you
can’t enjoy our famous sausages.

Cooking sausages is easy.
Some people recommend prick-
ing them with a fork. If you don’t,
they may split while cooking,
which is not a problem. They just
won’t look as pretty.

Asimple way to cook any kind
of links is to poach them in water
(or beer or wine) until just cooked
through and firm, about 20 min-
utes. Then grill or fry them until
they’ve browned nicely.
1

SKILLET SAUSAGE
& RICE

1 (16-ounce) package
smoked sausage

1 small onion, chopped

1 medium-size green bell
pepper, chopped

1 garlic clove, minced

1 cup chicken broth

2 (3.5-ounce) bags quick-
cooking brown rice

1/2 teaspoon salt

1/4 teaspoon pepper

Chopped fresh parsley

Cut sausage into 1/2-inch slices.
Saute in a large nonstick skillet
over medium-high heat 8 to 10
minutes or until lightly browned.

Remove sausage slices, and
drain on paper towels, reserving 1
tablespoon of drippings in skillet.

Add bell pepper, onion, and

1 0 2 tablespoons flour

1 10 2 tablespoons butter

1 (12-ounce) bottle dark beer

3 to 4 tablespoons gingersnap
crumbs

1 tablespoon grated onion

Salt and pepper

Several tablespoons concen-
trated beef stock

1 to 2 tablespoons lemon juice

Prick bratwurst with a fork
to keep them from bursting and
dredge them in flour. Melt butter in

+ skillet and fry wurst on both sides.
. Remove them from skillet and set

aside.
Pour beer into skillet and scrape

| off the browned particles cling-

ing to the side and bottom of the
skillet. Sprinkle in the gingersnap
crumbs and grated onion and cook
together for about 10 minutes.

| Season to taste with salt, pep-

per, a little beef stock and lemon
juice, and cook for 2 or 3 minutes
more. Reduce heat, returning the
bratwurst to the skillet and cook
until heated through. Makes 2 to
4 servings.

|

SAUSAGE SPAGHETTI

1 tablespoon olive oil

1 yellow onion, finely chopped

2 cloves garlic, minced

1 7-t0-8 inch sweet sausage
link

1 7-to-8 inch Italian hot and
spicy sausage link

1 large (28 0z.) can of whole
peeled tomatoes

1 (16 0z.) package spaghetti

Salt

Freshly grated Parmesan
cheese

Heat a tablespoon of olive oil
in a large skillet on medium heat.
Add the chopped onion and cook
until translucent, about 5 minutes.
Add the minced garlic and cook a
minute more.

While onions cook, put a large
pot of salted water on to boil for
the pasta.

Remove onion and garlic from
the pan and set aside. Remove

Cook on medium to medium high
heat until lightly browned.

Lightly purée the whole peeled
canned tomatoes (and juices) in a
blender, and add to the skillet with
the sausage meat. Add the cooked

1 large can Hunts Tomato
Sauce

1 green bell pepper

1 large onion, sliced

1/4 teaspoon garlic powder

1 teaspoon fresh basil or 1/2

onions and garlic. teaspoon dried
Once the pasta water has come 1/2 teaspoon fresh oregano or
to a rolling boil, add the spaghetti 1/4 teaspoon dried

pasta. Allow the water to return to
a rolling boil. Cook, uncovered,
with a vigorous boil, for as long as
the directions on the pasta package
say, usually about 9-12 minutes.
When pasta is cooked but still a
little firm, remove the pot from the
heat. Drain the pasta and place it in
aserving bowl.

Serve immediately. Toss with
the sauce and garnish with grated
Parmesan cheese. Serves 3 or 4.

3 tablespoons olive oil

4 cloves garlic, whole

1/4 jalapefio pepper, minced

1 bay leaf

1 small can mushrooms

1 tablespoon balsamic vinegar

Slice the sausage into 1-1/2 inch
thick slices. Core and slice the
pepper, and slice the onion length-
wise, 1/2 inch thick. Finely mince
the hot pepper (or substitute dried
red pepper flakes or cayenne pow-
der). Adjust amount according to

SAUSAGE WITH spiciness desired.
APPLES Brown the sliced sausage in
& SAUERKRAUT the olive oil. When the sausage is

1 large onion, quartered and
sliced

2 tablespoons olive oil

2 large apples, peeled, cored,
and diced

2 cups apple juice

1 tablespoon vinegar

4 tablespoons light brown
sugar

2 pounds cold pack sauer-
kraut, rinsed and drained

2 pounds smoked sausage

1/4 teaspoon black pepper

1 teaspoon of caraway seeds,
or to taste, optional

Heat oven to 425°F.

In a large ovenproof sauté pan
or Dutch oven over medium heat,
sauté the onion and sliced sausag-
es in olive oil until onion is golden
and sausage is lightly browned,
about 5 to 7 minutes. Add the ap-
ples and sauté for 1 minute longer.
Add apple juice, vinegar, brown
sugar, sauerkraut, and pepper. Add
caraway seeds, if using.

Cover and bake for 1 hour.
Serve with crusty rolls or biscuits
and a tossed salad. Serves 8 to 10.
1

SAUSAGE & PEPPERS

half done, add the whole cloves of
garlic and allow to brown in oil. If
garlic browns too quickly, remove
momentarily from the pan. When
sausage is done, crush the garlic
cloves into the oil with the tines
of a fork. Add the peppers, onions
and cook until edges of onions be-
gin to brown.

Deglaze the pan with the bal-
samic vinegar. Reduce heat and

garlic to skillet, and saute over me- Sausage meat from the casings
dium-high heat 4 minutes or until and add to the pan, breaking up
tender. Add chicken broth, stirring  the meat as you add it to the pan.
to loosen particles from bottom of

skillet, and bring to a boil.

Remove rice from cooking bag;
add rice, sausage, salt, and pepper P ut YO ur F e e t Up !
to skillet. Reduce heat to medi-

— CHAIRS MADE IN AMERICA —

um-low, cover, and cook 5 min-
utes or until rice is tender. Garnish | .
with parsley if desired. Serves 4 | ,
to 6.
|
BRATWURST IN
BEER SAUCE

4 bratwursts

Rocker Recliners
Power Chairs
« Lift Chairs
+ Wall Huggers
+ Big Man's
Recliners

(The Entire Selection
of Garden of
Life Vitamins

’@nmmnk

¢

— NATURAL FOODS —
San Leandro
182 Pelton Center
(510) 483-3630

Castro Valley
3446 Village Dr.
(510) 581-0220
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ﬂ “Make your house a Dupree’s I,wme" EASY LAYAWAY & FINANCING AVAILABLE

www.Duprees-Furniture.com §

OPEN TUESDAY - SATURDAY 10AM-5PM * CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY

l

8 ltalian sausage links, sliced

Need a Simple Way to
Build Your Business?

Advertise in the
SAN LEANDRO TIMES!

THE ONLY LOCALLY OWNED NEWSPAPER THAT
GOES TO 99% OF HOMES AND BUSINESS IN
CASTRO VALLEY & SAN LEANDRO!

add the sauce, bay leaf, and re-
maining ingredients. Simmer over
very low heat for 30 minutes. In
the final 5 minutes, add the can of
mushrooms. Adjust seasonings,
adding salt and pepper to taste.
Remove bay leaf and serve with
crusty French bread. Serves 4-5.
For an added treat, layer on a bit
of Parmesan or mozzarella cheese
and place under the broiler 2-3
minutes before serving.
1
BAKED SAUSAGE
& BEANS

2 pounds dried pinto beans

1 tablespoons baking soda

1 pounds dark brown sugar

8 ounces molasses

2 tablespoons prepared
mustard

1 pound sausage sliced

1 white onion quartered

1 can tomatoes with green
chilies

2 teaspoons freshly ground
black pepper

1/4 cup Worcestershire sauce

Wash beans and soak overnight.

When ready to cook, cut sau-
sage at a diagonal into 1-1/2 inch
pieces. Combine all ingredients in
large pot and fill with water.

Cook in 300°F oven for 6 hours.
Makes 8 servings.

EVERY
RECLINER NOW
ON SALE!

Many
Fabrics &
Leather to
Choose
From

e s

1900 E. 14th St. ¢ San Leandro

To Advertise in the San Leandro Times call

Mary Florence: 510-861-3270 or
Linda Nakhai: 510-915-1513
(510) 537-1792 « FAX (510) 483-4209

357-3000
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Remember that we seniors are the preferred target of scammers. Don’t fall for their tricks.

Scammers’ Tricks Are No Treat

By Matilda Charles
SENIORS NEWSLINE

r I Yhey never give up. Scam-
mers are still taking every
opportunity to steal our

identity and separate us from

our money, and the list keeps
growing.

Here are a few of the scams
out there now:

Seniors are getting calls from
people who claim to be employ-
ees of the Department of Justice.
Reports to the National Elder
Fraud Hotline say that these
scammers pretend to be inves-
tigators, and what they want is
your personal information.

If you get a call like this,
don’t be concerned that it’s an
authentic government call. It

SENIOR LIVING
VOTED

License #015601394

isn’t. Just hang up.

Maybe you’ll get a call want-
ing to sell you an air purifier.
They’ll claim it will clean any
coronavirus out of the air in
your home. Maybe they’ll try
to get you to put it on a cred-
it card, or they’ll claim it’s
Medicare approved and all you
need to do is give them your
Medicare number. Don’'t fall for
either of these tricks.

Scammers will try these same
tactics with miracle cures for
COVID, masks that are “guar-
anteed” to protect you, face
shields, vitamin supplements,
free COVID tests, low-cost
prescrip- tion drugs and much
more.

Sometimes scammers pre-
tending to be from the govern-

ment will try to get your person-
al information by saying they
want to send you a stimulus
check, or maybe they claim to
need Census 2020 information.
Sometimes it’s about an expired
warranty on your car or lower
interest rates.

Just hang up. Don’t press 1 or
any other number to have your
number taken off their list. All
that does is give them another
opportunity to convince you to
give up personal information.

If someone you don’t know
leaves a message about any of
these topics, ignore it.

Remember that we seniors
are the preferred target of these
scammers. Don’t fall for their
tricks.
© 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

INDEPENDENT LIVING ~ ASSISTED LIVING

Imagine a retirement lifestyle with all

of the support & services you desire.

Phone us today to learn more about
the Pacifica experience.

510-400-7290

The Real Deal: Helping Seniors
Detect Fake News, Propaganda

Q: Are there any resources that
you know of that can help seniors
detect fake news? My 75-year-old
mother shares a lot of misinforma-
tion with her family and friends
that she sees on Facebook. I've
talked to her about it, but for some
reason she has a difficult time
deciphering real news from fake
news and propaganda.

By Jim Miller
Special to the Times

A: Unfortunately, the digital
misinformation problem  your
mom is experiencing is not un-
common. According to research-
ers from Princeton and New York
University, people aged 65 and
older are up to seven times more
likely to share fake news and du-
bious links on social media than
their younger counterparts. Why?
There are several theories.

The first is that many seniors
started using social media sites
like Facebook only within the past
five or six years and may lack the
digital literacy skills to identify
false or misleading content.

Some other possible theories
are that most seniors experience
some cognitive decline as they
age, making them more likely to
fall for hoaxes.

Many older Americans also suf-
fer from chronic loneliness which
can cause them to share misin-
formation as an attempt to make
connections with other people.
And studies have shown that older
people are generally more trusting
than younger generations, which
can make them more gullible.

All this is particularly concern-
ing now as we sit in the midst of a

SENIOR LIVING
IN SAN LEANDRO

PACIFICA

SENIOR LIVING

SAN LEANDRO
Independent ¢ Assisted Living

=2 & 348 West Juana | San Leandro, CA 94577 | PacificaSanLeandro.com

‘ 08 SENIORS 10-08-20.indd 1
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According to research, people aged 65 and older are up to
seven times more likely to share fake news and dubious
links on social media than their younger counterparts.

global health pandemic and a 2020
election season, both of which are
ripe with misinformation, rumors
and conspiracy theories. And se-
niors are prime targets of this false/
misleading information because
they are much more likely to vote
than their younger cohorts and are
much more vulnerable to getting
sick and dying if they contract
COVID-19.

Where to Get Help

To help your mom detect and
combat online misinformation
there are several great resourc-
es she can turn to that offer free
courses and tips.

One is MediaWise for Seniors,
a project of the Poynter Insti-
tute, which offers two free online
courses to help seniors detect and
combat online misinformation —
see Poynter.org/mediawise-for-se-
niors.

The first four-week course has
already filled up, but your mom
can still enroll in a self-directed
course called “Hands-On Lessons
to Separate Fact and Fiction On-
line.” It is hosted by Christiane
Amanpour and Joan Lunden, and
she can take the course anytime.

In addition, Poynter has worked
with AARP to produce Fact Track-
er interactive videos and a webinar
on spotting and filtering misinfor-
mation at AARP.org/facttracker.

Some other free course options
you should look into include Se-
nior Planet, which is offering a
one-hour online course on “How
to Spot Fake News” at Senior-
Planet.org.

The News Literacy Project that
provides the Checkology virtual
classroom, which was initially
created for middle and high school
students, is now offering an in-
dependent learners option that is
ideal for older adults — see Get.
Checkology.org. Their lessons will
help your mom detect the differ-
ence between news, opinion and
propaganda.

And Coursera, a free world-
wide online learning platform,
which offers an in-depth six-week
course called “Making Sense of
the News: News Literacy Lessons
for Digital Citizens,” which she
can access at Coursera.org/learn/
news-literacy.

There are also many good web-
sites, like PolitiFact.com, Snopes.
com and FactCheck.org that will
let your mom fact check a story
to help her identify fact versus fic-
tion. These sites have most likely
already fact-checked the latest
viral claim to pop up in her news
feed.

Jim Miller is a contributor to
the NBC Today show and author
of “The Savvy Senior” book.

o

~ Senior Residential & Assisted Living

* 24 Hour Care - Socializing
« Activities - Chef Prepared Meals
* Housekeeping * Laundry
+ Quality of Life - Independence

 Legacy

Private and Shared Apartments Available!

Call today for a Free
Lunch & Tour
510-276-2872

License#015601501

21000 Mission Blvd.

£

, Hayward CA 94541

Yes, we are
*4 Pet Friendly!

10/7/20
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CARES Act: Skip Required Multigenerational Households
IRA Distributions This Year Provide Outstanding Benefits
During COVID-19 & Beyond

What options would
I have this year re-
garding my IRA
Required  Minimum
Distributions, which [ would
normally take by year end?

By Gene L. Osofsky, Esq.
Special to the Times
Good question. Here
are three. While not
intended as an exclu-
sive list, they are top
of mind for me:

Option No. 1: Skip RMD’s
Altogether This Year. This is a
new option for IRA owners who
would otherwise be required to
take Required Minimum Distri-
butions (RMDs).

In response to the Corona Vi-
rus Pandemic, Congress passed,
and the President signed, three
major bills this year aimed at
lessening the economic impact
of the COVID Pandemic and re-
storing economic vitality to the
nation’s economy.

One of them is called the
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security Act (ie.,
the “CARES Act”). One of its
provisions allows IRA owners
— who are of an age that would
otherwise require them to take
Required Minimum Distribu-
tions (“RMD’s”) before year
end — to skip their RMD with-
drawal altogether this year.
This is really something new.

For IRA owners who can af-
ford to do so, and who would
prefer to see their IRA grow
and/or would prefer to forego
the additional taxable income
this year, this may be an excel-
lent choice.

WEAR YOUR MASK

WINKLER IAW

Living Trusts &

Trust Administration
Probate » Wills
Real Estate ¢ Litigation

— Give Us a Call —
Most Initial Consultations
Are Free

(510) 357-3403

1883 East 14th Street
San Leandro

If you have already taken
your distribution and would pre-
fer to return that to your IRA,
check with your financial advi-
sor or IRA Custodian to find out
if you can still do so, as there are
special rules that would apply in
that situation.

Option No. 2: Make A Qual-
ified Charitable Donation With
Your RMDs: You can arrange
to allocate all or some of your
IRA RMD’s to a charity of your
choice.

The distribution will then
not be included in your taxable
income. However, there are
special rules that would apply:
Notably, the contribution must
be made directly from your IRA
to the charity; it cannot be made
to you initially, with you later
turning around and sending the
funds off to the charity.

Check with your IRA custodi-
an to see if it offers this service.
I understand that Fidelity, Van-
guard, T. Rowe Price, Charles
Schwab and Wells Fargo offer
this option to their customers.

Important Note: the charity
must receive the contribution

and cash the check before the
end of the tax year to make this
work. Although you will later
receive a Form 1099-R, it is up
to you — not your IRA custodian
— to properly report the contri-
bution as a nontaxable Qualified
Charitable Donation.

Option No. 3: Fund a 529
Plan for Your Grandchild. If you
have been thinking of funding,
or contributing to, a 529 educa-
tional plan for your grandchild,
this might be an excellent place
for the money.

True, this distribution will be
taxable income to you initially,
but once you fund your grand-
child’s 529 plan, the contribu-
tion will grow, and can ultimate-
ly be withdrawn, income tax
free so long as used for qualified
educational purposes.

If none of these appeal to
you, check with your financial
advisor, as there may be other
options for you to consider.

Gene L. Osofsky is an estate
planning and elder law attorney
in the East Bay. Visit his web-
site at www.LawyerForSeniors.
com

Hope Hospice Webinar

Hope Hospice in Dublin is
presenting its popular Family
Caregiver Education Series in
the form of interactive webi-
nars that will be presented over
Zoom for the duration of the
pandemic.

The next program, “Neces-
sary Evils: Exploring Legal and
Financial Issues,” will be held
on Thursday, Oct. 15, from 10 to
11:30 am.

Julie Fiedler, RN, JD, a spe-

cialist with Horizon Elder Law,
will share information to ensure
that families receive the most
accurate information about op-
tions and protection when facing
the incapacity of a loved one.

The Series is a free public ser-
vice; participants do not have to
have a loved one on our hospice
service.

To register, visit HopeHos-
pice.com/family. For more in-
formation, call 925-829-8770.

It’s Time to Take Advantage

of the Lowest Mortgage Rates

WA V NP

1 IGdi 2

If you are 62 or older, and qualify, a reverse
mortgage may be able to provide greater
financial flexibility, for things like:

« Turn Home Equity into Cash
or a Stand-by Line of Credit
« Refinance & pay off existing
Mortgage(s) and or Other Debt
« No Monthly Mortgage Payments required

Borrower to remain current on their property taxes and homeowners insurance
and HOA fees, occupy home as primary residence and maintain property.

=N B

(-

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
510-583-8123

£ LORI REISFELT NMLS ID 291773

LicenseD LoaN OFFICER
“I pledge to provide straight forward information and excellent service.”

qEHighTechLending

Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California Residen-
tial Mortgage Lending Act. #4130937 NMLS#7147. Equal Housing Lender. NMLS
Consumer Access: www.nmisconsumeraccess.org. This Material is not from HUD
for FHA, and was not approved by HUD, FHA or any other government agency.
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Eighty-two percent of mul-
tigenerational families say that
living together has increased their
bonds among family members,
according to a study published
by Generations United. As
COVID-19 has led to increased
hardships throughout the United
States, many families have taken
the opportunity to use this time
to live together and create lasting
memories they couldn't before.

Multigenerational house-
holds are like beehives; everyone
has their own unique purpose
in the living environment and
contributes to the success of
the hive. Unfortunately, society
views older family members
as a hindrance; however, living
together under one roof shows us
that our loved ones provide much
more than just hugs and kisses,
they provide lifelong lessons and
experiences we wouldn't get to
appreciate and understand with
just a yearly visit or update from
anurse's aide.

When preparing to live in a
mutigenerational household, con-
sider the below tips and technolo-
gies to help assist with safety and
comfort for all family members:

* Move from fear to freedom:
Living with an older loved one
doesn't have to mean being
cautious of their every move. It
means designing a space they can
feel comfortable in. Design each
room with L.O.VE., which stands
for Light, Optimize, Visualize &
Ease. Integrate plenty of natural
light, to regulate sleep cycles.
Optimize the space by including
items that will help with mobility
while adding personal touches.
Visualize each room by giving it

a clear purpose, like eating dinner
at the dining room table versus

in front of the TV or alone in a
separate room. Ease in navigating
clear paths to the bathroom, etc.

* Make the household user
friendly for each generation:
Depending on levels of mobil-
ity, households will need to be
retrofitted to avoid slips and trips
to the emergency room. If older
members of the family have
issues with using the restroom on
their own, a perfect addition to
the bathroom is a bidet. A Bron-
dell bidet replaces a normal toilet
seat that washes and blows dry.
Plus, it's customizable, heated,
and includes a splash guard and a
nightlight.

* Fire safety isn't just for
kids: Make sure that everyone is
being safe while they cook with
tech devices like iGuardStove
and FireAvert, which automati-
cally shuts the stove off if food
starts smoking to prevent a fire or
burned pan from unattended or
forgotten cooking.

* Exercise: Wellness devices
like Fitbit, Garmin, Apple watch,
and Kardia are all great tools to
keep the family moving. Arrange
a 10-minute group exercise and
get creative. Depending on mo-
bility, the entire family can take
walks around the neighborhood,
do yoga, or even chair exercises
on rainy days.

* Utilize remote health
monitoring devices: The Livio
Al hearing aid has fall detection
and tracks body and brain health
in 27 languages. MouthLab by
Aidar Health monitors more than
10 medical parameters like tem-
perature, respiratory rate, blood

pressure, breathing patterns, heart
rate, lung function and more in
30 seconds. CarePredict assesses
day-to-day movements including
sleep, walking, eating and more.
The MedWand handheld device
allows users to conduct remote
office visits and uses real-time
collection of vital sign readings
to accurately monitor medical
conditions regardless of location.

* Control moods: Hapbee is a
wearable device and smartphone
app that can make you feel happy,
calm, sleepy, alert, focused, etc.,
with the click of a button. Also,
the Human Charger introduces
light therapy through ear buds to
reach the photoreceptors of the
brain, which can help those who
may have the winter blues, sleep
issues, or just want more energy
and alertness.

* Get a carefree companion
pet: Hasbro Joy for All compan-
ion pets are designed to bring
comfort, companionship and fun
for older loved ones who may not
be able to get out and walk, feed
or care for a real dog or cat. These
pets deliver a soothing, joyful
experience that inspires smiles,
laughter and fond memories.

* Keep the house clean: With
just the push of a button, iRobot
Braava Jet 240 Robot Mop wet-
and dry-mops your floors and is
tiny enough to get under cabinets,
beds, furniture and even around
the toilet!

Living together is a wonder-
ful experience, enjoyed by mil-
lions of families across the world.
By using simple technologies,
we can help our older loved ones
stay safe and comfortable.

-Brandpoint

¢

SAN LEANDRO HISTORICAL DISTRICT

510-483-0150

E

GATE L1vING

Extraordinary
Times Call for

Extreaordinattly
Care

v PET FRIENDLY » PRIVATE ROOMS

SAFE VISITATION PROVIDED

We take pride in offering some of the safest

visiting and admuission standards

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:
www.RoseGateMemoryCare.com

RCFE# 015600148
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GUEST COMMENTARY

By Carl Medford, CRS

Special to the Times

Top 10 Buyer Turnoffs
Preventing Buyers From Visiting

s the pandemic con-
A tinues to limit access

to listings, buyers are

relying on the Inter-
net to shortlist homes. Sellers
and their agents must work hard
to ensure those Internet views
result in actual visits.

To maximize online views,
avoid these Top 10 buyer
turnoffs:

Horrible pictures: With lousy
pictures the No. 1 reason buyers
skip listings, a professional pho-
tographer is a great investment.
The Internet is clogged with
poor listing photos — make sure
yours sizzle.

Clutter: If a buyer cannot
see a room for the clutter, they
will not hang around. Clear out
extraneous items BEFORE the
home hits the market.

Dirt: Would you want to
visit a dirty home in today’s
COVID-19 environment? If
needed, hire a professional
cleaner.

Lack of light: Dark rooms are
a huge turnoff. Remove heavy
curtains or other coverings
preventing light from filling a
space. Install enough lighting

fixtures to ensure well-lit rooms.

Religious items: In this
multicultural area, it is best to
remove crosses, items with re-
ligious sayings or bible verses.
Additionally, rooms or closets
converted to temples, grottos

RECENT HOME SALES

and prayer rooms should have
all religious symbols, icons and
so on removed.

“Retro” rooms: Most
homebuyers today do not want
to upgrade a home after the pur-
chase and will pay a premium
for turnkey homes with modern
amenities. Updated kitchens and
baths are considered “must-
have” features for today’s
buyers. They are also looking
for hardwood or laminate floors,
dual pane windows and ceilings
with “popcorn” removed.

Outdated countertops:
Today’s buyers want quartz or
granite. If a home has tile or
laminate counters, some buyers
will not be willing to pay the
cost of upgrading and will move
on to the next listing.

Bizarre paint colors: Bright
orange, canary yellow, firetruck
red, Barney purple, shocking
pink, neon green, charcoal black
and, ironically, stark white are
usually immediate turnoffs.
While color is currently “in,”
buyers are looking for soft,
warm shades, not eye-peeling
hues.

Wall coverings: For the
most part, wallpaper and wood
paneling are usually dated and
provide an excuse for buyers to
move on to other listings.

Unkempt exteriors: Wild
landscaping, dead grass, over-
grown patches, clogged gutters

Castro Valley
20480 Wisteria Street
19179 Garrison Ave
4393 Gem Avenue

20641 Center Street
21315 Outlook Court
3979 Westbury Road
4794 Proctor Road

18069 Vineyard Road
17676 Garland Court
18755 Walnut Road

18735 Brickell Way

TOTAL SALES: 15
LOWEST AMOUNT:

94546:$516,0002BD-1,141 SF-1977
94546: $710,000 2 BD - 844 SF - 1949
94546: $755,000 3 BD - 1,276 SF - 1949
18042 Redwood Road 94546:$775,0003 BD - 1,447 SF-1952
94546: $775,0003 BD - 1,062 SF-1950
94546: $800,0003 BD -1,430 SF-1958
94546:$910,0004 BD - 1,932 SF- 1934
94546: $975,000 3 BD - 1,589 SF - 1952
94546: $985,0004 BD - 1,991 SF-1960
94546: $990,0004 BD - 1,888 SF-1954
94546:$1,020,0003BD-1,616SF-1955
94546:$1,100,0002BD-1,524 SF-1952

$516,000 MEDIAN AMOUNT:
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,100,000 AVERAGE AMOUNT: $859,250

$855,000

San Leandro

398 Parrott Street
616 Cascade Road

16218 Lindview Drive
923 Alice Avenue
15699 Wicks Blvd
871 Casanova Drive
2119 Orchard Avenue

15501 Jutland Street
2070 Hillside Circle
93 Williams Street
1042 Begier Avenue
231 Sunnyside Drive
1595 Graff Avenue
TOTAL SALES: 17
LOWEST AMOUNT:

1132 Carpentier Street 94577: $400,0002 BD- 1,182 SF - 1983
14957 Western Avenue 94578:$400,0002BD-1,042SF-1946
94577:$490,0002BD-1,102 SF-1976
94577: $538,500 2 BD - 780 SF - 1948
15396 Hesperian Blvd 94578: $555,000 3 BD - 1,376 SF-1979
94578: $570,0002 BD - 1,639 SF - 1950
94577: $645,0002BD - 1,111 SF- 1926
94579: $672,500 3 BD - 1,092 SF - 1958
94578: $690,000 3 BD- 1,076 SF - 1954
94577:$703,000 3 BD- 1,020 SF - 1952
190 California Avenue 94577:$825,0002BD-1,552 SF-1925
94579: $830,0004 BD - 1,377 SF - 1956
94577:$870,0002BD-1,733 SF-1975
94577:$900,000 3 BD - 1,306 SF - 1924
94577:$950,0002 BD- 1,651 SF-1940
94577:$1,050,0004BD-2,194SF-1923
94577:$1,050,0002BD-2,674SF-1959

$400,000 MEDIAN AMOUNT:
HIGHEST AMOUNT: $1,050,000 AVERAGE AMOUNT: $714,058

$690,000
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with standing weeds and other
issues present buyers with chal-
lenges many will avoid.

Savvy sellers understand
their home must resonate with
today’s buyer’s preferred tastes.
Be ruthless and remove obsta-
cles that will preventing buyers
from actually visiting.

Carl Medford is a licensed
Realtor with Keller Williams Re-
alty and a licensed general con-
tractor. This article is sponsored
by the Central County Market-
ing Association.

577 Kenilworth Avenue ® San Leandro
Offered at $769,000 ® 2+ Bedrooms,

Escape from the outside
world to your own personal
sanctuary. This charming
English  Cottage style
home has been lovingly
maintained by the current
owners. Thoughtful design
choices respect the
original architecture while
incorporating modern
amenities that today's

homeowners are hoping to find. Features include pretty windows,
beautiful natural light, hardwood floors, updated kitchen and
bathrooms, bonus room, and a very large attic. The gorgeous
outside areas were designed to create
entertain, relax and enjoy the butterflies and hummingbirds that
frequent the yard. Some of the less obvious but significant
improvements include the replacement of the following systems-
foundation (except for the laundry room) sewer, roof, furnace, on
demand water heater. Don't miss the long driveway and the detached
2-car garage with abundant storage and its own spacious attic!

For more information, contact Michelle R. Miller, Associate Broker,

inviting

Compass at 510-701-3442. DRE# 01012751
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COMPASS

Pruning Trumpet Vines Too Early Gould Bode Ili

By Buzz Bertolero
Special to the Times
I planted several
trumpet vines three
years ago to cover a
very long fence. I re-
cently cut it back to remove all
the dead undergrowth of twigs,
stems, leaves, and other debris.
Now, all that is left is bare
stems and trunks. What can be
done to improve its looks, or is

it dead?
A it common for them to
grow on top of them-
selves. When this occurs, all
the undergrowth turns brown
from the dark shady condi-
tions; however, this doesn’t
mean that the plants are dead.
If you scratch the stems with
your fingernail, you will notice
that the tissue underneath is
green or a yellow/cream color.

Trumpet vines are
aggressive growers, so

But if the branches are brittle
and snap off when bent, then
they are dead.

New growth should develop
off the bare stems. How much
depends on how soon winter
arrives. Usually, I"d suggest
feeding to encourage the new
growth but not at this junction
of the year.

Unfortunately, the timing
of your pruning was poor. The
growing season concludes with
the first Sunday in November
when Daylight Savings Time
ends. So the vines are going
to look unattractive until the
spring.

The plants are very slow in
producing a new set of leaves,
with the days getting shorter
and the nights cooler. Late
spring to early early summer is
the ideal time to prune trumpet
vines severely. This gives you
a much longer growing season
for the vines to re-establish

Antonio & HAlevia Cardenas

“Realtors in Motion”

“The Agents with the Visual Tours”
(510) 326-4263

www.ListedbyAntonio.com
R.E. eBroker Inc. ¢ A Virtual Real Estate Brokerage

Ballroom Dancers

Visit us @

Robert Jones and Associates

Selling San Leandro Since 1964 ¢ www.RobertJonesandAssociates.com

[ g

b 1
Robert Jones
DRE# 00276097

Matt Jones

DRE#0137894

L y
John Chovanes Ron Trentler

DRE# 01853764 DRE# 02068317

Big or Small We Sell Them All!
Put Our Experienced Team To Work For You!
142 JOAQUIN AVE. * SAN LEANDRO ° 357-0120

themselves.

My other concern is the
new growth may not be
mature enough to survive cold
temperatures. Passion vines
are a tropical plant and suffer
damage when the tempera-
tures drop below 40°F, much
like bougainvilleas, hibiscus,
mandeville’s, and others.

In past years, the mature
leaves acted as an umbrella
protecting the plant from the
cold, but that is not the case
this year. The plant’s basic
structure is now exposed and
could suffer severe damage

depending on how cold it gets.
An application of Cloud Cover
or Wilt Stop could help, but
that’s about all you can do oth-
er than crossing your fingers
and wait until the spring to see
what happens.

Buzz Bertolero is an Ad-
vanced California Certified
Nursery Pro-
fessional. The
Dirt Gardener’s
website is www.
dirtgardener.com
and questions can | m RARDENER
be sent by email
to buzz@dirtgardener.com.

BUZZ BERTOLERO

Mortgage Rates Dip Again

The 30-year fixed-rate mort-
gage averaged 2.88 percent for
the week ending Oct. 1, down
from the previous week when
it averaged 2.90 percent. A year
ago at this time, the 30-year rate
averaged 3.65 percent.

Fifteen-year fixed-rate mort-
gages averaged 2.36 percent,
down from 2.40 percent.

Five-year hybrid adjust-
able-rate mortgages (ARMs)
averaged 2.90 percent, un-
changed from a week earlier.

As aresult of low mortgage
rates that have stayed under

three percent since July, the
housing market has seen a
strong, upward trajectory during
a very uncertain time, according
to Sam Khater, Freddie Mac’s
Chief Economist.

“We’re seeing potential home
buyers who now have more
purchasing power and many
current homeowners who have
the option to refinance their
loan for a better rate. However,
several factors could disrupt this
activity including high home
prices, low inventory and lender
capacity,” said Khater.

581 E. 14th St.
San Leandro

Just Listed
1555 Thrush Avenue * San Leandro
3 bedrooms, 1.5 bathrooms,
Fireplace, Well in shed, detached
garage with workshop
Asking $595,000

s c: 10>
632-1234
(»] ¥\ ] d[d; | www.deadrich.com

BN EATIESTATER

CBRE #00360465
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Remove Stalk After Flowers Yellow

By Buzz Bertolero
Special to the Times

After my Naked Ladies

Amaryllis Belladonna

have finished bloom-

ing, are you supposed
to cut the stalk or do you leave
it on until it dries like the
leaves? Also, when is the best
time to transplant Amaryllis

bulbs?
A support the flower. You
can remove it anytime
after the bloom is spent or with
the flowers when used as a cut
flower. I prefer to do it soon
after the flower fades. Ama-
ryllis is best transplanted after

The only purpose of
the flower stalk is to

the flowering and foliage have
turned yellow. This is when
they go dormant.

Note: Amaryllis Belladonna
is known as Belladonna lily.
They produce rosy pink fragrant
flowers in the summer without
any foliage; hence, the other
name Naked Lady. This bulb is
drought tolerant with strap-like
leaves grows in any of soil and
is long-lived.

Buzz Bertolero is an Ad-
vanced  California Certified

Nursery Professional. The Dirt
BUZZ BERTOLERO

Gardener’s website
is www.dirtgarden-
ercom and ques-
tions can be sent
by email to buzz@
dirtgardener.com.

S
T~
7

THE
DIRT
I GARDENER

Feed citrus and avocados with a fertilizer containing high
levels of phosphorus and potassium, but o nitrogen. This helps
them become cold-hardy for the winter days ahead.

HELPING YOU FIND YOUR DREAM HOME

While giving you quality service

Kimberley Alexander, Realtor

DRE# 02058621
(510)388-7673 kVV
kimberley86@kw.com KELLERWILLIAMS.

www.kimberley-alexander.com

THINKING ABOUT BUYING OR SELLING:
CONTACT ONE OF THESE...

Nasser Haghighi
Alliance Bay Realty
510-415-1612
nasserhag@att.net
San Leandro Resident Since 1976

Cindy Kellar, Realtor
Personal Attention/Professional Results
Legacy Real Estate & Associates
¢_kellar@comcast.net
510-301-3456

Carrie Miles
Realtor®
RINETTI & CO. REALTORS
milescarrie@yahoo.com
510-735-5223

Tere Lee, CRS
“Trust A Professional Who Cares”
United Brokers Real Estate
www.tereleehomes.com
(510) 305-8827

Wayne Gregori
The Gregori Group RE, Inc.
Broker/Owner
510-219-3887
GregoriGroup.com
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510-305-5767

Judy Rose - crs, sRES
ReMax Accord
Serving the East Bay 38 Years
judy@judyrose.com
510-220-6206

Matt Wilhite
Intero Real Estate
www.MattWilhite.com

510-329-0728

Jessica Medina
Village Properties, Realtor/Owner
“Your Neighbor & Realtor”
JessicaMedina@VillageProperties.net
510-750-0216

Lynn Levin
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services
(Getting The Job Done Right)
510-593-7377
www.lynnlevin.com

Greg Novak, ore# 01721382
SanLeandroRealtor.com
Red Oak Realty
greg@redoakrealty.com
510-472-4770

Suzanna Chew Reaitor®
Serving the East Bay Since 2004
J. Rockcliff Realtors
schew@rockcliff.com
510-326-4125

Village Properties
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Ranging from Pennsylvania and New Jersey to

n Ontario, Quebec and the Canadian Maritimes,
this shrub is noted for filling the forests with

color and for the delicate beauty
R.hOdO of each flower. Mass explosions

of pink appear in the lower wetlands in May.
By mid-June, flowering has moved to the
higher-elevation areas of northern New
England and Canada, where it is found
along woodland trails and mountaintops.
Its woody seed pods split in autumn,
allowing the winter winds to scatter them.

B“S

- Brenda Weaver
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Matt Jones
Realtor
Robert Jones & Assoc.
142 Joaquin Ave. » San Leandro
357-0120

Robert Jones
Serving San Leandro since 1964
Robert Jones & Assoc.
142 Joaquin Ave. ¢ San Leandro

357-0120

Dave Adams Bob Frey
Realtor Broker Associate
COLDWELL BANKER Re/Max Accord

dave@davecadams.com
(510) 637-8136

BobFreyHomes@gmail.com
510-220-8459

This Could Be You!

Louis Heystek
Better Homes and Gardens RE To advertise here call

Bay East Achievement Club
510-928-5501
Louis.Heystek@BHGHome.com

614-1555
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County Clears Schools to Open, but Most Choose to Wait

By Michael Singer
San Leandro Times

Alameda County health of-
ficials have cleared the way for
younger students to return to in-
class instruction as early as next
week, but the majority of public
and private schools say they will
hold off for now.

As of Oct. 13, elementary
schools (transitional kindergarten
through 5th Grade) that complete
a Covid-19 health and safety
reopening plan are permitted to
open, the county public health
department said last Thursday.

On Sept. 22, the county
moved into the Red Tier of the
State’s color-coded reopening
blueprint, as fewer people in the
county are testing positive for the
novel coronavirus. The county’s
daily case rate is 4.1 per 100,000
residents.

Elementary schools still need
to post their reopening plans to
their websites and submit their
plan to the Alameda County
Office of Education.

“We know it is hardest for
younger children to spend all
day learning online,” county
health department spokesperson
Neetu Balram said. “Returning
elementary students to class-
rooms balances the potential
risk of increased Covid-19 trans-
mission with the impact of dis-
tance learning on both students’
mental health and their ability
to learn.”

Schools are not required to
open, leaving the decision and
timing of when to open with each
school and each school district.

In aletter to parents and staff
last week, San Leandro Unified
School District Superintendent
Mike McLaughlin and Castro
Valley Unified School District
superintendent Parvin Ahmadi
explained why students will
continue distance learning for the

time being and open only when
appropriate public health mea-
sures, such as sufficient Covid
testing, are in place.

“Right now, our shared fo-
cus is ensuring quality distance
learning for your children,” Mc-
Laughlin said in his email. “A
return to in-person instruction

A return
to in-person
instruction
will still have
alarge
component
of distance
learning as
we will have
to limit the
number of
students on
campus.

— Superintendent
Mike McLaughlin

will still have a large component
of distance learning as we will
have to greatly limit the number
of students on campus. With
that in mind, feedback from our
recent family survey will help
us strengthen this format for the
months to come.”
Superintendent Ahmadi add-
ed that Castro Valley is moving
forward with opening support
technology hubs where students
could participate in distance
learning while at a school.
“With these hubs, we want
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to provide services and support
to students who are at the risk
of experiencing difficulties such
as those related to technology,”
Ahmadi said.

While all of the 23 Catholic
elementary schools in Alameda
County submitted applications
to the waiver process, Oakland
Diocese interim Director of
Communications, Helen Osman
said no Catholic Schools will be
opening next week.

“We’ve been very diligent
and intentional in planning with
teachers, staff and parents,” Os-
man said. “Since each school’s
enrollment, facilities and staff-
ing considerations are unique,
each school will have a different
process in returning to in-person
instruction.”

The county health department
said it will begin to consider per-

mitting middle and high school [

students to return to in-person ed-
ucation in four to 12-week phases
as long as health conditions allow.
Realistically, San Leandro and
Castro Valley say with the later
time frames being discussed by

public health, they are not ex-
pecting any upper grades to return
before January 2021.

In related news, the county

Donations: Thousands
go to VV tax campaign

continued from page 3

of signs and other printed and

promotional material.
Candidates who only raise a

small amount for their campaigns

don’t have to file financial forms.

Large Checks Written on
Measure VV

A lot of money is going to-
ward both opposing and support-
ing Measure VV, the real estate
transfer tax increase.

A group promoting the real
estate transfer tax in San Leandro
has received sizable donations

SAN LEANDRO
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may be submitted online at
ebpublishing.com, emailed to
obits@ebpublishing.com or
faxed to 510-483-4209. Please
include your phone number.
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from a cannabis business, the
police union, and a union rep-
resenting public sector workers.

A group called San Leandrans
for a Great City, which promotes
the Measure V'V real estate trans-
fer tax, received $2,500 from can-
nabis company DSWC Inc., and
$500 from attorney Steven Mattas
of the Meyers Nave law firm.

In late September, San Lean-
drans for a Great City received
$10,000 from IFPTE Local 21,
and $9,500 from the local police
union, the San Leandro Police
Officers’ Association.

The IFPTE is an association
of public sector professional and
technical workers in the Bay
Area.

But the opposition to Mea-
sure VV has received $55,000
from the National Association
of Realtors, based in Chicago.
Of that amount, $10,000 was
for mailers, $25,000 for online
advertising, $1,400 for voter file
(voter data base), and $18,000
for polling.

Assembly:

continued from front page
the ongoing campaign to win a
contract for janitors at Equinox’s
luxury gyms in San Francisco.

Quirk has been serving in the
Assembly since 2012. His 2014
bill made it easier to get domestic
violence restraining orders in
California. His 2017 bill took
away local authority on the plac-
ing of 5G towers, and his 2018
bill sponsorship allowed PG&E
to defray the cost of settlements
related to the 2017 Northern
California wildfires.

Quirk has served as Chair of
California’s Environmental Safe-

@

health department eased restric-
tions for indoor activities with
a reduced capacity — up to 25
percent. Hotels, museums, li-

braries, gyms and fitness centers,
and personal care services such
as nail salons are added to the
permitted list.

East Bay Times Calls
Measure VV Deceitful

By Jim Knowles
San Leandro Times

The San Leandro real estate
transfer tax, Measure VV, was
called a deceitful campaign in an
editorial by the East Bay Times
last week.

The editorial pointed out
that, along with Piedmont, San
Leandro already is among the
11 highest transfer tax rates in
the state, out of 482 cities, and
the measure would make it even
higher.

The deceit in Measure VV is
that it’s proposed as routine tax
increase and doesn’t mention that
it’s much higher than the rest of
the state, the editorial said.

“The city deceit in this mea-
sure is despicable,” the com-
mentary said. “For starters, the
ballot wording only tells voters
that they plan to increase the rate
by ‘$5 per $1,000 in valuation,’
or 0.50% of the sales price. It
makes no mention of the current
transfer tax rate, including the

small county share, of 0.71%.”

If Measure VV passes, the
rate would be 1.21%, so on the
sale of the average house price
of $730,000, the tax would be
$8.,833.

Supports Say VV Needed

The argument for Measure
VV said that the City of San
Leandro has already tightened its
belt and has 15 percent less staff
than it had in 2008.

At the same time, Covid-19
has delivered a blow to San
Leandro’s economy, resulting in
a $7 million loss of revenue this
year, and an expected loss of $14
million next year.

Measure VV is needed to
maintain critical services, sup-
porters say. The measure is need-
ed to maintain services such as
repairing pot holes, supporting
senior services and small busi-
nesses through Covid-19 eco-
nomic recovery, preserving 911
response times, and maintaining
parks and library services.

Quirk raises $515,000

ty Committee and sits on its Toxic
Materials Committee. He serves
on the Appropriations, Public
Safety, Revenue and Taxation, as
well as the Utilities and Energy
Committees.

In the March Primary, Quirk
raised $515,457 over Villalobos’
$4,479. Quirk is endorsed by the
American Federation of State,
County and Municipal Em-
ployees (AFSCME), California
League of Conservation Voters,
California Democratic Party,
California Teachers Association,
the California Labor Federation,
AFL-CIO, the International As-

sociation of Firefighters, and
Service Employees International
Union (SEIU).

Villalobos has support from
the Proposition 13 reform or-
ganization, Evolve California;
the California Progressive
Alliance; and the local chapter
of Bernie Sanders’ Our Revo-
lution organization. He is per-
sonally endorsed by Alameda
County Board of Supervisor
District 1 candidate, Vinnie
Bacon, Oakland ACCE director
Carroll Fife, and SEIU Local
87 Secretary Treasurer Olga
Miranda.
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OPINION

LETTERS to the EDITOR

Letters must include the writer’s name, address and phone number, and must

be under 300 words. We reserve the right to edit as necessary. E-mail letters to:
letters @ebpublishing.com or fax to: 510-483-4209, or send by mail to: The Editor,
San Leandro Times, 2060 Washington Ave., San Leandro, CA 94577.

Supports Azevedo, Simon for Council

Editor:

As seniors in San Leandro, living in
our town for 44 years, we are extremely
disappointed in the City Council’s recent
approval of the Maple Lane development
at the former Manor Bowl site.

We do thank council members Lopez
and Aquilar for their lone voices to
support our community. We are not
against housing, however, we are against
a development that does not address the
neighbor’s concerns.

For example, 3-story new homes
towering over our existing single story
homes. The developer has the option to
stagger the homes from 2 stories up to
3 stories to blend into the community
(as other projects have in San Leandro).
However, this council and the develop-
er’s interests do not support the commu-
nity.

In addition, we are very concerned that
the developer and city are claiming sev-
eral of the new homes are American Dis-
ability Act (ADA) accessible. These are
3 story units with only an ADA bathroom
and bedroom on the bottom floor next
to the garage. DR Horton states in their
project materials “housing opportunities
for multigenerational households or those
that want to age-in-place” are planned.

How can anyone age in place, if
they’re stuck next to the garage and
cannot get to the family room or even
the kitchen to cook and eat with their
loved ones? Essentially in a dungeon. We
find this claim as “aging in place” to be
false. We challenge our City Council to
do what is right to support our seniors and
those with disabilities when constructing
projects here in San Leandro.

Perhaps, the kitchen and family room
can be placed on the ground floor as well.
This would make the project truly ADA
accessible plus meeting the neighbors’
concerns of blending into the commu-
nity with some 2 story units. With the
election drawing near, please vote for
Bryan Azevedo and Fred Simon for City
Council who have both shown support to
our concerns and our community.

—Tom & Cathy Gilfether, San Leandro

Supports Azevedo, Simon for Council

Editor:

The recent city council votes in favor
of developers and against the concerns
of neighborhoods highlights a persistent
problem in local governance. The
solution can be implemented by citizens
voting after thoughtful consideration of
where and with whom the candidates
stand on issues.

Recent city meetings recorded that
some of the voting council members had
ex parte communications with one party
or the other. These ex parte discussions
usually involve contacts with the devel-
opers that are not within the scope of a
city meeting.

As it stands right now, elected officials
only have to disclose that these conver-
sations took place, not the content of the
discussion. There are no notes or meeting
minutes issued for public inspection. The
council members are entitled to this com-
munication under their first amendment
rights. To be more transparent and to

15 OPINION 10-08-20.indd 1

continuously improve we should demand
more from them.

In addition to disclosing ex parte
communications at the start of a meeting
agenda topic, we should demand that the
elected officials that will be voting as our
representatives also disclose that they
have not accepted any gifts, payments,
services or any other compensation that
would benefit them personally from any
of the parties to the proposal. Anything
negotiated in these contacts must be for
the public good.

This would set apart those elected of-
ficials that have not accepted compensa-
tion from others that may have accepted
compensation. We don’t need to ask if
or what elected officials have received,
that’s their personal business. Elected
official that say nothing about this, well,
that would be up to voters to decide if
they have accepted compensation or not.

For many reasons obvious to us all
both locally and across the country, the
election on November 3rd will impact us
all. Vote for change. Vote for Simon and
Azevedo.

— Ken Akerly, San Leandro

Supports Hernandez for Council

Editor:

After listening and talking to the
candidates since back in 2016 till now,
Ed Hernandez continues to be the best
choice for our San Leandro City Council.

Ed Hernandez is the only candidate
who has the compassion, vision, expe-
rience, leadership skills, and education,
to address our city’s issues of social
justice, homelessness, food insecurity,
Covid response and recovery, financial
stability, infrastructure, and economic
improvements. Ed Hernandez cares for
our residents and local businesses.

Ed Hernandez has worked to help
provide over $1 million dollars to the
community for food, housing and
crisis support in San Leandro. He has
also worked to improve our roads, fix
potholes, maintain services and ensure
financial stability since elected in 2016.

Please join me in agreeing to Re-Elect
Hernandez to our San Leandro City
Council!

—Kenneth Pon, San Leandro

Supports Azevedo for Council

Editor:

Open Letter to Ed Hernandez: You ask
what my agenda is, then close the Next-
door thread. You know what my agenda
is. I want to make sure the dirty money
that you take has repercussions for all SL
politicians. It’s not OK to take this money
and vote against the interests of the resi-
dents of SL in favor of these donors.

You’ve taken $20,000+ from devel-
opers, including $6,500 from the Marina
developer and $3,500 from Tom Silva.
How do you vote on these develop-
ments? It’s not illegal to be corrupt on the
council. It’s just up to citizens to vote you
out. This kind of influence peddling will
not be tolerated.

You took $2,500 from the Rental
Housing Owners Association (RHOA)
the week after you worked so hard to
reduce the tenant relocation assistance
payments. You pushed to disqualify

1,200 units from assistance and lower the
assistance amounts. Then you took the
money.

Tom Silva and the RHOA asked the
council to not clarify the zoning code.
Homeowners around 1388 Bancroft
could not tell how the parcel was zoned.
You voted to keep it unclear. Then two
days later you took $2,500 from the
RHOA.

You say you are assisting our most
vulnerable residents? Is that what you
were doing when you voted against rent
increase limits on mobile home park
residents. People were thrown out on
the street. What have you fought for on
council? What have you stood up for?
Not tenants. Not homeowners. Your top
10 donors gave you almost half your
money. More at: tinyurl.com/EdsDona-
tions

You know my agenda, Mr. Hernan-
dez. I’ve been at the council meetings
begging, pleading for protections for our
most vulnerable and time and again you
have ignored their struggle and stood up
for your donors.

—Jeromey Shafer, San Leandro

Supports Simon for Council

Editor:

I 'am writing this letter in support of
Fred Simon, who is running for City
Council seat from District 4. Simon is
an intelligent man who has a passion for
what he undertakes.

As a Senior Commissioner, he has ad-
vocated for our seniors’ health by partici-
pating and encouraging seniors to take
partin Senior Walk at the Bay Fair Cen-
ter. He is a staunch believer in making
our city “Age-Friendly” by encouraging
more housing, transportation, working
with agencies to reduce homelessness
etc. Though I will miss him on the Senior
Commission, I strongly support him to
be on our City Council.

Coming from a Bi-racial family he
understands social justice and will be
standing up for the equality of all human
beings. He will work hard to move San
Leandro to a better place in these chal-
lenging times.

He is well aware of the blight and
trash and other environmental hazards
that are plaguing our city and as a parent
of a scout he has already addressed this
problem in some areas. He has an excel-
lent background and qualification for the
position of the City Council Member.

He is an elected member of Oro Loma
Sanitary Board, President of Heron Bay
Home Association and Member of the
Senior Commission.

By profession, he is a civil engi-
neer and has education from Stanford
University. Fred’s passion for helping
people and his background makes him an
excellent choice to be elected to the City
Council from District 4.

Please vote for Fred Simon for San Lean-
dro City Council.
—Bella Comelo, San Leandro

An Embarrassment, Not a Debate

Editor:

Tuesday night we were assaulted by a
verbal brawl between an overly aggres-
sive blusterer and a verbally handicapped
challenger. The President’s barrage failed
to evidence any vision or program for
our future and the former Vice Presi-
dent’s effort failed to convincingly land
any punches against Trump’s four year
record in office: Where is the growth of
coal mining jobs? Where is the better,
cheaper healthcare insurance,? Where are
the manufacturing jobs returning from

@

Canada, Mexico, and China? Where is
the border wall that Mexico was going to
pay for?

By this record Trump is a failure just
like he was with Atlantic City casinos,
the New York SoHo, Batumi, Georgia,
Baku, Azerbaijan developments, Trump
University, and the ACN video phone,
etc. Somewhere I heard it said or written
that Chris Wallace, the moderator, would
be able to “handle” Trump. But there was
little evidence of taming the Trump hur-
ricane. At some point Wallace seemed to
throw up his hands and let the mayhem
run its course. What Wallace really need-
ed was a kill switch for the contestants’
microphones and video feed.

Clearly rattled early, Biden failed to
clearly state what we know to be his
goals for the country: good jobs, afford-
able health care for all, a fair tax system,
a clean environment and a promising
future for our kids.

This was no debate. This was an
embarrassment, that needs no repetition.
Trump supporters will be glad that their
man cut an impressive figure dominating
his opponent and standing strong. Dem-
ocrats can only hope that the President’s
luck will run out by election day. This
meeting of two old men trying to lead us
for the next four years makes me fear for
our country.

—Jim Mehner, Oakland

INQUIRING REPORTER

If you were the moderator of the

presidential debate?

I would have been stricter
and made sure each candidate
had their time, instead of
being interrupted.

Raquel Romero

San Leandro

I would make sure they used more

— Asked downtown

They should have shut off
the mic and let him talk.
If they interrupt, shut it

Carlos Rivera

decorum and not have all this ridicu-
lous interrupting. And Trump was lying
about Biden’s son being dishonorably
discharged. I would have a mic shutoff
and allow someone to talk.

Tom Watson
San Leandro

off. That’s it.

San Leandro

I didn’t see it but I heard about it.
The way our president speaks over
everybody, he just seems to think he
can do that. I would just have a mute
button and say, wait till it’s your turn.

Karleen Cathey
Oakland

Have a kill switch. Cut
him off. And do a fact
check, too, on the most
egregious things.

Sherryl Beamon
Oakland
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Jeff Kay Hired by Healdsburg

San Leandro City Manager
Jeff Kay announced that he has
accepted a new job as city man-
ager of Healdsburg in Sonoma
County.

Kay will leave his position
in San Leandro at the end of the
year and begin his new job in
Healdsburg on Jan. 1. His pay
will be $251,000.

Kay has worked for the City
of San Leandro for 11 years
and was formerly assistant city
manager and economic develop-

ment manager. The City Council
appointed Kay as city manager
in 2018 to fill the vacancy left by
Chris Zapata.

Healdsburg is a town of
11,000 in the wine country known
for its rustic inns, fine dining and
luxury hotels. The Healdsburg
Chamber of Commerce touts its
trendy shops and boutiques, and
proclaims on its website, “Any-
one who says money can’t buy
happiness doesn’t know where
to shop.”

Information on Ballot Measures by
Eden Area League of Women Voters

The San Leandro Public Li-
brary will host a virtual voter
information session by the Eden
Area chapter of the League of
Women Voters on Monday, Oct.
12 from 6 to 7 p.m. The presen-
tation will cover the pros and
cons of the measures on the Nov.
3 ballot.

Registration is required for
this free program. Go to the
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ment. It influences public policy
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“My only regret is that
I wish I had known
about LeafFilter
sooner.” -Doug L.
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Sherrie Barnes, Kristi Barnes and Alice Sarafian, president of Inner Wheel.

Inner Wheel of San Leandro
Celebrates 35th Anniversary

Inner Wheel Club of San
Leandro recently celebrated its
35th Anniversary with take-out
dinners from Moussaka’s Med-
iterranean Kitchen.

Members and guests shared
their delicious meals in their
own bubble groups. Wonderful
camaraderie was shared by all.

International Inner Wheel
history began in the early 1920s.

As it spread to other countries
it has become one of the largest
women’s voluntary service orga-
nizations throughout the world.
The National Inner Wheel Foun-
dation helps to provide upper
myoelectric limbs to children.
Inner Wheel clubs promote
friendship, community service,
and foster international under-
standing. Inner Wheel Club of San

Leandro meets monthly and has
philanthropic fundraising activi-
ties throughout the year. It is proud
to announce its grant renewal to
prepare Rape Care Kits for Bay
Area Women Against Rape.

Contact the club at iwclubof-
sanleandro@gmail.com if you are
interested in learning more about
Inner Wheel Club of San Leandro
or wish to donate.

News Briefs: Food Delivery Fees Capped

Fees Capped on
Food Delivery Services
The Alameda County Board
of Supervisors has temporarily
capped at 15 percent the fees

charged to restaurants by delivery
businesses for food deliveries in
unincorporated areas of the coun-
ty. The emergency ordinance,
which affects such companies
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HOROSCOPE by Salomé

ARIES (March 21 - April 19): Your moodier side might emerge this
week. But the dark period should pass in time for the party-loving Lamb to go
on a happy gambol with some very special people this weekend.

TAURUS (April 20 - May 20): Yet again, you show your skill at being
able to indulge in your love of the arts this week while still taking care of
practical matters, including some still-unfinished business matters.

GEMINI (May 21 - June 20): A potential change might appear to be
what you've been looking for. In any event, consider both the negative as
well as the positive possibilities before making any sort of decision.

CANCER (June 21 - July 22): Relationships continue to dominate
your aspect this week on a mostly positive level, with just a few problem
areas you can smooth over. Also, try to be flexible about travel plans.

LEO (July 23 - August 22): You love being on center stage, and while
you absolutely purr at the sound of all that praise, be careful not to take on
too many commitments at the expense of time spent with loved ones.

VIRGO (August 23 - Sept. 22): You might feel that you need to get
involved in a matter concerning a friend or relative. But while the issues appear
to be cut and dried, they might not be. Get more facts before you act.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 - October 22): A suggestion about a policy change
could create heated reactions. Keep your mind open and resist joining in with
naysayers unless they can show a real basis for their position.

SCORPIO (October 23 - November 21): While potential career
changes warrant your interest, don't ignore current job responsibilities. A
personal relationship also can benefit from more of your attention.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21): Don’t guess at what the facts
might be if you hope to make the best decision possible. The wise
course is to ask direct questions and act on the answers you get.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19): Your efforts involving that pesky
problem should soon show positive signs of being resolved. This would
allow you to shift some of your focus in another direction.

© 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

as Door Dash, GrubHub and
Uber Eats, is intended to ease
the stranglehold shelter-in-place
restrictions have had on local
restaurants and is similar to or-
dinances passed in Hayward and
San Leandro.

Law Signed to Save
Kids from Hot Cars
A new Assembly bill that
becomes effective Jan 1, 2021,
gives immunity to Good Samar-
itans who break car windows
to rescue children ages 6 and
younger who are trapped inside.
Young children are particularly at
risk as their bodies heat up three
to five times faster than an adult’s
body. Temperatures inside a car
can rise 19 degrees in as little as
10 minutes.
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