DYNAMIC IN HIS WORDS

Luke 6:12-49


INTRODUCTION. (Verses 12-16) Our Lord selected apostles from among his disciples, but before he did this, he prayed. The names of the apostles are listed in verses 14-16 and they match the names given in Matthew 10 and Mark 3 with one exception. “Judas the brother of James” (Verse 16) is Lebbaeus in Matthew 10:3 and he is Thaddaeus in Mark 3:18. So, the apostle Thaddaeus was called Lebbaeus or Judas and Thaddaeus was his surname. Peter, James and John are first listed because they became an inner circle among the twelve. The Lord gave Simon the surname, Peter, and he called James and John Zebedee the “sons of thunder.” This gives some indication concerning the character of these men and how the Lord Jesus Christ changed them. The “sons of thunder” sincerely suggested destroying the Samaritans with fire (Luke 9:54), but love is the theme of John’s later epistles. James was the first apostle to die and we believe John to be the last. Judas Iscariot is identified as the traitor in verse 16 and he is last in every list.
Matthew 10:1-2, “And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease. 2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these…”

I. WHAT THE MULTITUDES SOUGHT.  Verses 17-19

A. The Tremendous Crowds. (Verse 17a)  Multitudes “came to hear him” from all Judea, Jerusalem, Tyre and Sidon; Matthew added Galilee, Decapolis and from beyond Jordan; and Mark added Idumea. The fame of Jesus Christ spread and great numbers of people came from every direction.
B. Their Terrible Conditions. (Verses 17b-18a)  The multitudes “came to hear him, and to be healed of their diseases.” Among the multitudes were individuals with diseases (Verse 17) and also individuals troubled with unclean spirits (Verse 18). People have terrible conditions today too.
C. His Triumphant Cures. (Verses 18b-19)  In verse 18, “they were healed” and in verse 19, he “healed them all.”  “Virtue” refers to his healing power in this passage. See Luke 8:46.
II. WHAT THE MASTER SAID.  Verses 20-49

A. Unusual Beatitudes. (Verses 20-23)  This discourse is called the Sermon on the Mount and greater detail is given in Matthew 5-7.  It was preached to disciples (Verse 17).  “Blessed” means happy (Genesis 30:13). Our Lord presents the inner joy that is not conditioned by present external circumstances, but rather the hope of a future expectation. The historic application concerns the coming kingdom (Acts 1:6), but there are numerous practical applications.
1. The Disadvantaged. (Verse 20) The poor are blessed by the expectation of the kingdom. Additionally, the poor are always most receptive to truth. Consider the Laodiceans (Rev. 3).
2. The Distressed. (Verse 21) Compare the conditions of the distressed, “now” with the future promise, “ye shall be filled” and “ye shall laugh.”
3. The Detested. (Verses 22-23) This is not instruction for the unsaved multitudes, but rather for the Lord’s disciples. He said, “Blessed are ye when men shall hate you…separate you…reproach you” for my sake. “Rejoice in that day.” Consider the future expectation and consider also the past persecution of the prophets.
Matthew 5:1, “And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto him:”

Genesis 30:13, “And Leah said, Happy am I, for the daughters will call me blessed: and she called his name Asher.”

Acts 1:6, “When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?”

B. Unusual Barriers. (Verses 24-26)  This portion of the sermon offers several warnings. These “woes” are aimed at the things people covet, which are, in reality encumbrances to the spiritual life.
1. Woe to the Prosperous in this life. (Verse 24) Wealth is amoral. However, it tends to provide a sense of consolation (Luke 12:19) and “the deceitfulness of riches” can hinder fruitfulness (Matthew 13:22).  Additionally, “the love of money is the root of all evil” (1Timothy 6:10).
2. Woe to the Pleased in this life. (Verse 25) The truly abundant life (John 10:10) is found in knowing and following the Lord Jesus. This warning concerns those who are completely focused on this life with little concern of eternal matters. See 1 Corinthian 4:8-10.
3. Woe to the Popular in this life. (Verse 26) “Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you!” Popularity in this present evil world has a great price and the pursuit of fame will lead the believer to great compromise. Compare Proverbs 29:25.
Luke 12:19, “And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.”

Matthew 13:22, “He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful.” 

1 Timothy 6:10, “For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.”

1 Corinthians 4:8-10, “Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings without us: and I would to God ye did reign, that we also might reign with you. 9 For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. 10 We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised.”

Proverbs 29:25, “The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the LORD shall be safe.”
C. Unusual Behavior. (Verses 27-49) 
1. Unusual Behavior toward Our Foes. (Verses 27-29)  “Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you.” The motive for our Lord’s behavior was always love and he leads his followers to demonstrate the same love. Compare this to the Old Testament Law which required “eye for eye” and “tooth for tooth” (Exodus 21:24). 
2. Unusual Behavior toward Our Fellows. (Verses 30-40) “And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise.” This is called the Golden Rule and if it were universally practiced, it would completely change the world. It is a genuine demonstration of love. The standards of God’s people are to be much higher than that of “sinners.” There is no particular virtue in being kind to those who are kind, even “sinners” do that.
3. Unusual Behavior toward Our Faults. (Verses 41-45) First there is the matter of criticism (Verse 42). Self-examination is more profitable than criticism of others. Second, there is the matter of corruption (Verses 43-45). Wrong actions (corrupt fruit) result from “the evil treasure of the heart.” The words of the mouth are directly addressed, but the “corrupt fruit” is not confined to speech. The solution is implied: the heart must be right.
4. Unusual Behavior toward Our Faith. (Verses 46-49) 
(a) The Test of a Confessed Faith. (Verse 46)

(b) The Triumph of a Correct Faith. (Verses 47-48) 

(c) The Tragedy of a Counterfeit Faith. (Verse 49)

NEXT WEEK: Dynamic in His Works. Luke (7:1-17)
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