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As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth;
and he said to him, 'Follow me." And Matthew got up and followed him." There is
something striking about this story.

Jesus does not give Matthew a theological statement. He does not hand him a
membership card. He does not explain a strategic plan. He does not even tell him where
they are going. He simply says, "Follow me." Two words. And Matthew's life changes
forever.

The call of Jesus has always been remarkably simple and profoundly demanding.
Christianity is not primarily about agreeing with a set of ideas. It is about deciding who—
or what—will lead our lives. Because everyone follows something.

In Matthew's day, following meant literally walking behind someone. Today, we
follow through our attention, our loyalty, our habits, and our devotion. We follow the voices
we listen to and the influences that shape us.

Some people follow wealth. Our culture tells us that more money means more
security and significance. There is nothing obviously wrong with earning a living or
providing for our families. But when wealth becomes our master, it begins to shape our
values. Jesus warned that life does not consist in the abundance of possessions and that
we cannot serve both God and wealth.

Other people follow power. Power promises control and safety. Yet Jesus rejected
the path of domination. While empires ruled through force, Jesus knelt to wash feet. His
kingdom is built not on coercion but on service.

Other people follow success. Our culture celebrates achievement, status, and
recognition. Yet Jesus never told his disciples to become successful. He told them to
become faithful. In God's kingdom, greatness is measured by humility and love.

We also live amid modern forms of discipleship. Many people follow sports with
extraordinary devotion. There is nothing wrong with loving sports. There are many people
who absolutely are devoted in following a team or a particular player. They know all the
stats and those stats roll off their tongues. Some will go to great lengths to follow the
team spending a great deal of money to do so. | sometimes wonder are these people
just as devoted to their family, work, friends or their basic moral and ethical beliefs? Now
for any Christian who is a sports fanatic, | think we should ask ourselves: Do we know
the teachings of Jesus as well as we know the stats of specific players or the teams
standing? Are we as eager to be known as followers of Christ as we are fans of a team?

Other people follow celebrities, influencers, and media personalities. Millions hang
on their words, imitate their lifestyles, and adopt their values. Yet Jesus never said,
"Follow the famous." He said, "Follow me."

Many follow political ideologies. Politics matters because it shapes our common
life. Christians should care deeply about justice and the common good. But whenever our
political loyalties become stronger than our loyalty to Christ, we are no longer following
Jesus—we are asking Jesus to follow us. Jesus does not belong to any side or political
party. He affirms what is just and merciful and exposes the injustices perpetuated on all
human beings.

Whenever policies teach us to fear our neighbors, Jesus calls us to love them.
Whenever political ideologies encourages division, Jesus calls us to reconciliation.



Whenever governments demand unquestioning loyalty, Jesus reminds us that our highest
allegiance belongs to God alone.

And yes, some people follow fear. Fear drives ratings, sells products, wins
elections and causes us to distrust one another. Yet one of the most repeated commands
in Scripture is, "Do not be afraid." Jesus continually led people beyond fear and into trust.

Many today also follow themselves. Our culture tells us to "follow your heart." Yet
hearts can be confused and desires can be selfish. Jesus offers a different invitation:
"Follow me." Not because he wants to diminish us, but because he wants us to discover
our truest selves in God.

Perhaps the greatest temptation of our age is not rebellion against Jesus but
distraction from Jesus. We are surrounded by voices demanding our attention.
Advertisers tell us what to buy. Influencers tell us who to be. Politicians tell us whom to
fear. Endless streams of information compete for our loyalty. We can spend our lives
following everyone else while barely listening to Jesus.

That is why Matthew's response is so remarkable. He left the tax booth behind.
What that means is he left an identity, his source of income, and a way of life. Following
Jesus required movement towards the loving, merciful kingdom of God. It still does.

Today Jesus may not be asking us to leave a tax booth, but he may be asking us
to leave an unhealthy allegiance. He may be asking us to stop allowing the news to define
our fears, social media to determine our worth, or political ideology to shape our values.

Whenever any voice becomes more authoritative than the voice of Jesus, we have
found another master. To follow Jesus means allowing him to redirect our priorities. It
means asking hard questions: Am | being shaped more by the Gospel or by the culture
around me? Are my decisions guided by faith or by fear? Do the voices | listen to draw
me closer to Jesus or further away?

Following Jesus is not admiring him from a distance. It is not being a fan. It is
walking behind him. And where does he lead? Toward love rather than hatred. Toward
mercy rather than vengeance. Toward generosity rather than greed. Toward truth rather
than deception. Toward community rather than division. Toward justice rather than
indifference. Toward the cross rather than self-preservation.

That is why the call, "Follow me," remains both comforting and unsettling. It
comforts us because Jesus does not leave us to navigate life alone. It unsettles us
because whenever we are following something else, he asks us to let go.

The church's task in every generation is to decide again whose voice it will follow
not the loudest voice, the richest voice, the most popular voice, or the most powerful
voice, but the voice of Jesus. The prophetic challenge for the church today is this: are we
following the Jesus who touches the ones society disdains, eats with the rejected,
confronts systems of exclusion, and raises the forgotten? Or have we settled for a religion
that protects comfort? Because Jesus did not come merely to help us survive the world
as it is. He came to announce the kingdom of God where mercy matters more than
blaming. Where people matter more than profit. Where healing matters more than image.
Where no one is beyond redemption. Where death itself does not get the last word.

For in a world crowded with competing loyalties, competing truths, competing
fears, and competing masters, Jesus still walks past our workplaces, our homes, our
routines, and our carefully constructed lives and speaks the same words he spoke to
Matthew: "Follow me."



And the question that confronts everyone of us today is the same question that
confronted Matthew long ago: Who—or what—is leading your life and whether we will get
up and follow him. Amen.



