THE STRAIGHTFORWARD APPROACH

Luke 19:28-20:19

2. False Ideas Exposed. (19:11-27)      (Continued from “The Derogatory Attitude”)
(a) What Was Thought. (19:11) “They thought that the kingdom of God should immediately appear.” They expected an immediate literal kingdom, but the spiritual kingdom must first be preached. Jesus had taught this in Luke 17:20. Our Lord then responded with a parable. This parable differs from the parable of the talents in Matthew 25. That parable addressed differing gifts and abilities among God’s servants. In this parable, all of the servants received a pound which addresses the equal responsibility of all believers.

(b) What Was Taught. (19:12-27)

i. The Journey. (19:12-13) “A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom, and to return.” This pictures the Church Age. He said to his servants, “Occupy till I come.” They were to trade and increase his estate. All believers are to advance his cause and all have one pound. That pound illustrates the gospel.
ii. The Judgment of His Friends. (19:15-26) This accounting illustrates the Judgment Seat of Christ (1 Cor. 3 and 2 Cor. 5). The servants were judged based upon their stewardship of the pound.
iii. The Judgment of His Foes. (19:14, 27) The judgment of the enemies illustrates the Great White Throne Judgment (Rev. 20:10).
Luke 17:20, “And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation:”

Romans 14:17, “For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.”
INTRODUCTION. This passage presents our Lord’s triumphal entry unto Jerusalem. It should have been Jerusalem’s greatest day. Instead it provoked a straightforward rejection by the Jewish establishment of Jesus as their Messiah.

I. THE CORONATION.   Luke 19:28-44

A. Jerusalem’s Crowning Day. (19:28-40)

1. The Coming. (19:28) Our Lord’s journey was nearing completion (9:51). He “went before (his disciples), ascending up to Jerusalem.”
2. The Colt. (19:29-36) Our Lord Jesus sent two disciples ahead to Bethphage with specific instructions. They would find a young donkey for the Lord’s entry into Jerusalem. This fulfilled Zechariah 9:9 and it identified Jesus Christ as the King (2 Samuel 13:29). The “ass’s colt” illustrates an unsaved man (Job 11:12) in at least three ways: the colt was tied (vs. 30), the colt had not been broken (vs.30), and the colt was “in a place where two ways met” (Mark 11:4).  Compare Matthew 7:13-14. Then this “colt” obeyed and lifted up the Lord Jesus, which illustrates the Christian life.
3. The Commotion. (19:37-38) As Jesus approached Jerusalem on the donkey, common people received him as a king, placing their garments and palm branches in the way.  The procession traveled down the Mount of Olives, crossed the brook Kidron and entered the city by the eastern gate (Golden Gate). Along the way they praised Jesus Christ by quoting Psalm 118:25-26.  Hosanna means, “O save us now.”
Zechariah 9:9, “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.”

2 Samuel 13:29b, “…Then all the king's sons arose, and every man gat him up upon his mule, and fled.”

Job 11:12, “For vain man would be wise, though man be born like a wild ass's colt.”

Mark 11:4, “And they went their way, and found the colt tied by the door without in a place where two ways met; and they loose him.”

Matthew 7:13-14, “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:  Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.”

Mark 11:9, “And they that went before, and they that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna; Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord:”

Psalms 118:25-26, “Save now, I beseech thee, O LORD: O LORD, I beseech thee, send now prosperity. Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the LORD: we have blessed you out of the house of the LORD.”
4. The Critics. (19:39-40) Common people sang, but the Pharisees sneered. Some of them said, “Master, rebuke thy disciples.”  Our Lord responded, “…if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out.”  Compare Isaiah 55:12.
Isaiah 55:12, “For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.”

B. Jerusalem’s Coming Doom. (19:41-44)

1. A Weeping Savior. (19:41) Our Lord neared the city as he descended down the Mount of Olives. From that elevation he could see the Golden Gate, the Temple embellished by Herod and much of the city beyond. He loved Jerusalem and he wept (John 11:35). 
2. A Woeful Sight. (19:42-44) So, the general populace greeted our Lord with scripture as he entered the city, but he knew that they would soon reject him. The City of Peace would reject the Prince of Peace at his first coming. Our Lord then spoke of the coming siege and destruction of Jerusalem. This occurred in 70 AD and will occur again during the Tribulation.

Psalms 122:6,“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee.”

1 Peter 2:12, “Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation.”

Matthew 24:2, “And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.”
II. THE CONFRONTATION.  Luke 19:45-48 
A. Traffic in the Temple. (19:45-46)

1. The Sanctuary Cleansed. (19:45) According to Mark 11:11, Jesus went into Jerusalem in the evening, “looked round about upon all things” and then went out. So, the events of Luke 19:45-46 occurred the next morning.
2. The Scripture Confirmed. (19:46) The Lord Jesus cleansed the temple of the merchants and moneychangers fulfilling Isaiah 56:7 and Jeremiah 7:11.
Mark 11:11, “And Jesus entered into Jerusalem, and into the temple: and when he had looked round about upon all things, and now the eventide was come, he went out unto Bethany with the twelve.”

Isaiah 56:7,” Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer: their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine altar; for mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all people.”

Jeremiah 7:11, “Is this house, which is called by my name, become a den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, even I have seen it, saith the LORD.”
B. Teaching in the Temple. (19:47-48) Our Lord Jesus boldly taught in the temple and the people were very attentive (Nehemiah 8:3). The Jewish leaders “sought to destroy him,” but they had to wait because of our Lord’s popularity. The chief priests did not desire to incite a mob – not yet.  
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