
 
 

Facing the Fire:  New Tools and Science for Resilient Forests 
Riverside Hotel 

Boise, Idaho 
February 24-25, 2016 

Agenda 

Wednesday, February 24  

8:00-8:30 Registration 

8:30-8:45 Welcome and Conference Overview – Will Whelan, The Nature Conservancy of Idaho and Dr. John Freemuth, 

Andrus Center for Public Policy, Boise State University 

8:45-10:30 Collaboration Introductions and Updates – John Robison, Idaho Conservation League and Participants - Each 

collaborative group will highlight the challenges and accomplishments  of  the last year and describe the key issues they 

would like the Regional Foresters to address later in the day 

10:30-10:45 Break  

10:45-11;15 Lessons Learned from the 2015  Fire Season: Developing a Cohesive Strategy for Idaho  Sue Stewart, 
USDA, Forest Service and David Groeschl, Idaho Department of Lands 

 
11:15-12:00 Using  the 2014 Legal Authorities - David Groeschl, Idaho Department of Lands, Carol McKenzie and Kris 

Lee, USDA, Forest Service 

 Good Neighbor Authority and Idaho Department of Lands Implementation Strategy 

 Designated Treatment Areas and the HFRA Authorities under the 2014 Farm Bill  
 
12:00-1:15 Lunch Speaker – Policy Analysis for Forest Management in Idaho Topic: Future of the Policy Analysis Group – 

Dr. Dennis Becker, Director, Policy Analysis Group, University of Idaho, College of Natural Resources. 

1:15-2:30 Regional Foresters Discussion - Nora Rasure, Region 4 and Leanne Marten, Region 1, USDA, Forest Service - 

The Regional Foresters will discuss what the Forest Service is doing to increase the pace and scale of restoration and will 

interact with conference participants. 

2:30-2:45 Break  

2:45-4:30 Rotating Breakout Sessions. All participants will rotate through each 20-minute session with 10 minutes of 

transition time. 

Breakout Session #1 - IFRP Website Review – Dr. Dennis  Murphy, Spatial Interest, LLC 

Breakout Session #2 – The Cohesive Strategy and Resilient Landscapes - Sue Stewart, USDA, Forest Service 



Breakout Session #3 - Feedback for IDL regarding the Good Neighbor Authority – Craig Foss, Idaho Department 

of Lands 

4:30-5:00 Day 1 Summary – Dr. John Freemuth, Boise State University and Dr. Dennis Becker, University of Idaho.  

5:00-7:00 - No-Host Reception in the Fireplace Foyer 
 
 
Thursday, February 25 

8:00-8:15 Welcome Back – Dr. John Freemuth, Boise State University 

8:15-9:45 Science Panel:  Management Implications of the Fires of 2015 – Moderator: John Roberts, Society of 

American Foresters 

The Big Picture: Assessing the Restoration Need in Idaho – Dr. Ryan Haugo, The Nature Conservancy 

 

Assessing the Economic Feasibility of Restoration Projects – Carol McKenzie, USDA, Forest Service. 

 

Lessons learned from the fires of 2015 for local communities – Nick Carter, Idaho Department of Lands & Dan 

Musgrave, Kamiah Volunteer Fire Department 

 

 

9:45-10:00 Break 

 

10:00-11:30 Science Panel Continued 

 

Post-Wildfire Intervention – Is it needed and is it restoration? - Dr. Penny Morgan, University of Idaho and Dr. 

David W. Peterson, USDA, Forest Service 

11:30-12:00 IFRP requests your advice - What Should Be IFRP’s 2016 Focus? - IFRP members and conference 

participants 

12:00-1:15 Lunch Speaker – The Collaborative Landscape in the Pacific Northwest and Idaho. – Dr. Emily Jane Davis, 

Assistant Professor, Oregon State University 

1:15-2:45 Care and Feeding of Your Collaborative –  Gary Severson, USDA,  Forest Service National Collaboration Cadre 

Team and Dr. Gregg Walker, Oregon State University 

2:45-3:00 Conference Summary – Dr. John Freemuth, Boise State University 

3:00  Adjourn 


