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Monica Rivera in front of her manufactured home at Trailer Haven, where she is disputing what she 
says are utility bills far beyond her usage. 
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Police arrested two men 
for the Oct. 25 shooting death 
of a barber on East 14th Street 
in San Leandro. 

One suspect was arrest-
ed in October and the other 
was arrested last week in 
the shooting death of barber 
Jonathan Clay at the Harrison 
Brothers Barbershop at 2240 
East 14th St. 

San Leandro Police De-

San Leandro mobile home park 
residents have annual rent increases 
limited by law, but residents at one site 
say management is using outsized utility 
charges as a de facto rent increase.

By Mike McGuire
San Leandro Times

see FESTIVAL, page 5

Hundreds  o f  peop le 
thronged San Leandro’s 
downtown plaza Friday night 
for It’s A Wonderful Night, the 
city’s kickoff for the holiday 
season. 

Events began with the 
Christmas Tree lighting at 
5:30 p.m. on East 14th Street. 
The tree was jointly lit by the 
ten members of the Arroyo 
Family, who ranged in age 
from one to 69, to cheers from 
the crowd.

“It’s a memory we’ll cherish 
forever,” said Diana Arroyo.

A tenant at Trailer Haven Mobile 
Home and RV Park, at 2399 East 14th 
St., reported being charged over $500 for 
one month’s electricity and gas, despite 
using relatively little electricity and no 
gas. Monica Rivera said she was also 
charged over $200 for water for one 

month, just for a small trailer home. She 
produced bills showing both charges.

Rivera reports neighbors also get-
ting unusual charges in addition to 
their rents. 

Mobile home park residents own 

Music and Santa Claus at annual It’s a Wonderful Night party

While much of the crowd 
followed a dancing Christ-
mas tree to other events, 
dozens stayed behind to get 
their picture taken with The 
Grinch, who didn’t quite steal 
Christmas this year.  He was 
later seen around other attrac-
tions throughout the festival 
grounds.

Some kids headed to the 
children’s crafts area for orna-
ment making, paper luminar-
ia, and holiday frames (such 
as for Santa photos). Others 

The Tap Dancing Christmas Trees on the main stage.

partment detectives found 
the second suspect on Nov. 
27 driving a stolen vehicle 
in Oakland. Police arrested 
Guillermo Camacho, 27, of 
Oakland on charges stemming 
from the barber shop shooting, 
as well as other charges, ac-
cording to police. 

Police found a loaded 9mm 
handgun with an extended 

More than 100 people 
crowded city hall chambers 
on Monday night to speak 
about the Israel-Hamas war 
and to ask the City Council 
and mayor to pass a resolution 
denouncing the violence and 
call for a ceasefire, similar to 
actions taken by city councils 
in Oakland and Richmond.

At times the shouting from 
the crowd, prompted Mayor 
Juan Gonzalez to call for 
order. 

For 90 minutes, speakers 
addressed the ongoing war 
between Israel and Hamas-led 

Palestinian militant groups, 
which has primarily occurred 
in and around the Gaza Strip 
since October 7. The audience 
also called upon city leaders to 
stand against anti-Semitism, 
Islamophobia, and racism.

“As a community, we are 
responsible for advocating for 
peace and justice, not only 
within our borders but across 
the entire globe,” said resident 
Reena Valvani. “A ceasefire 
resolution sends a powerful 
message that our city values 
human life, compassion, and 
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Students perform a scene from Ghosted, by Kaiser’s Educational Theatre at 
Brenkwitz High School in Hayward on November 15.
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Kaiser Educational Theater Takes on Teen Challenges
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Healing teens’ mental health 
challenges after the pandemic 
was the focus of Ghosted, pre-
sented by Kaiser Permanente’s  
Educational Theatre at Brenk-
witz High School in Hayward 
on November 15.

The show marked a return 
to in-person performance by 
Kaiser’s theater program af-
ter a 3-year hiatus due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, though 
virtual performances had con-
tinued.

Ghosted tells the story of  
four  students navigating life 
in high school while learning 
to cope with stress, anxiety, 
depression, and relationships. 
Together, the students learn 
about the individual mental 
health challenges they are facing 
and what options they have for 
seeking help. 

They discover that although 
their identities and challenges 
are unique, and they are not 
alone in their struggles.

“I thought the play was great 

because some of our students 
here suffer with those mental 
health challenges,” said Brenk-
witz  Principal Yvette Beavers. 
“It’s a  great creative way to 
present help for the students, and 
presenting the 988 number and 
know they are not alone.”

The 988 number is the toll-
free 988 telephone number, a 
new nationwide suicide-preven-
tion and mental health helpline, 
answered 24 hours a day and 
seven days a week.

Kaiser hopes students 
watching the show will learn 
to avoid stigma by normalizing 
mental health challenges. The 
hope is to develop skills to talk 
about stress, anxiety, depression, 
and suicidal thoughts. And then 
how to identify coping strate-
gies, and access resources.

The need for mental health 
awareness and care for teens has 
exploded in the last 20 years, 
especially since COVID-19 ex-
acerbated feelings of anxiety and 
depression, according to Kaiser.

Even before the pandemic 
arrived, teen suicides were on 
the rise. From 2000 to 2020, the 

By Mike McGuire
San Leandro Times

numbers grew by 233 percent 
for girls ages 10 to 14, and 58 
percent for boys of the same 
age, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC). Despite the rapid rise for 
girls, boys remain at greater risk, 
the CDC says.

The pandemic then added 
stress and anxiety, and 42 per-
cent of high school students 
in the US now report feeling 
persistently sad or hopeless 
while  29 percent have recently 
experienced poor mental health, 
the CDC found.

Brenkwitz High senior 
Anakalia, who did not give her 
last name, said, “A lot of people 
have stuff they don’t really share 

or talk about that’s really affect-
ing them. I just think it’s really 
important to bring awareness to 
it and for people to know that 
they can get help.”

Kaiser Permanente Edu-
cational Theatre dates back to 
1986, and is part of Kaiser’s 
Thriving Schools program. 
Ghosted is one of three plays 
they present free of charge to 
schools, along with  “The Pass-
word” for elementary students 
and RISE UP for school staff. 

For more information, 
schools can contact Kaiser 
Permanente Educational The-
atre at https://thrivingschools.
kaiserpermanente.org/educa-
tional-theatre/
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 1881 Astor Drive-Directions: Lake Chabot Rd. is Open. Use View Drive or 
Fairmont to Lake Chabot Rd. to Club @ Astor Dr. during construction. 

See website “BOVSWIM.COM “ FOR ALL OUR CLASSES AND FEATURES.

*Previous members of 12 months or less are not eligible for this promo. Not to be combined with any other off ers.

All Club features are included in your monthly dues. Except Babysitting, 
Swim lessons, Massage and Personal Training

COMMIT YOUR FAMILY 
TO BE FIT!

8 NEW CHAMPIONSHIP PICKLEBALL COURTS

W/40 classes per month of other 
group exercise classes

Indoors 
& outdoors gym 

Yoga w/7 classes a week

Monthly Dues
Families = $289 

Monthly Dues 
Singles = $257

FREE MONTH
w/Annual Dues, Pay for 11mo. get 12mo. FREE

Off er exp 12/30/2023

Swim Lessons
Available for

Members Only

When you join early
 and pay for your 1st 

month dues 

   DECEMBER FREE      

 New Initiation Fee (December Only) 
$1500 Family now $650 Save $850
$800 Single  now $450 Save $350  

CHRISTMAS SPECIALChristmas/New Year’s Resolution Special!
2 Free Lockers 1 for each Spouse for 1 year.

The holidays can be especially 
lonesome for homebound seniors 
in Castro Valley and San Leandro.

Bring a senior a meal, a smile, and
joy this holiday season. 

Give back this season, 
one meal at a time

Get involved today: sosmow.org
510-244-0165 John@sosmow.org 

You are the last step in quality control. Proof your ad carefully!
Double check your address and phone number.

(510) 614-1555          FAX (510) 483-4209

AD PROOFSan Leandro Times

SIGNATURE                                     DATE

❏  OK to print as is
❏  OK to print w/ changes

PRODUCED BY

THE SAN LEANDRO 
HISTORICAL RAILWAY SOCIETY

Dec 16, 2023 
10 am - 4 pm
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Community Chat with Council Member Fred Simon 
San Leandro City Council Member Fred Simon will 

hold his monthly community chat, regularly held on the 
second Saturday of the month, on Saturday, Dec. 9, from 
9 to 10 a.m. at the Manor Park pickle ball courts, 14900 
Zelma St. Listen and share ideas on improving our envi-
ronment and city, and learn how to become a community 
ambassador. 

SL Church of Christ Blood Drive
The San Leandro Church of Christ, 601 MacArthur 

Blvd., will host a blood drive on Saturday, Dec. 9,  from 
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Call 1-800-733-2767 for an appointment, 
or sign up online at RedCrossBlood.org and use sponsor 
code: SAN LEANDRO.

Grant Avenue Foundation Food Drive
The Grant Avenue Foundation will hold a food drive 

on Saturday, Dec. 9, at Elio’s Family Restaurant, 260 
Floresta Blvd. in San Leandro. Bring non-perishable, 
unopened food items, such as canned goods, dry Pasta, 
and Beans, to Elios Family Restaurant parking lot. It’s a 
Drive Through – Drop off event, rain or shine. All food 
donations will go to the San Leandro Food Pantry at 
Bethel Community Church. 

Copeland to Perform Christmas Story, The Jewelry Box
Playwright and actor Brian Copeland will present his 

critically acclaimed Christmas story, The Jewelry Box, 
on Saturday, Dec. 16 at 8 p.m.; and Sunday, Dec. 17, at 2 
p.m. in the theater of the San Leandro Main Library, 300 
Estudillo Ave. Tickets are $35 in advance at www.brown-
papertickets.com or $40 at the door. 

Castro Valley Orchestra Winter Concert
The Castro Valley Orchestra will present its winter 

concert on Sunday, Dec. 10, at 2 p.m. at the Castro Valley 
Center for the Arts, 19501 Redwood Road in Castro Valley. 
The concert will feature works by Mendelssohn, Bruch, 
and Leroy Anderson. Violinist, Aaron Tsi, continuing a 
tradition of introducing talented youth from the area to our 
audience. A reception will immediately follow the concert. 
Admission is free.

Cookies with the Cops
Join the San Leandro police for Holiday Cookies with 

the Cops with cookie decorating and fun on Wednesday, 
Dec. 13, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the San Leandro Police 
Department, 901 East 14th St. Bring a new toy to donate 
and take a picture with Santa Claus and a special guest 
from the 501st Legion. Donations will be used for SLPD’s 
Santa with Motors program and the Davis Street Family 
Resource Center. For more information, call 510-577-3252. 

Raiders Booster Club Toy Drive
The Oakland Raider Booster Club will hold its annual 

toy drive on Thursday, Dec. 14, at 6 p.m. at Ricky’s Sports 
Bar, in San Leandro. Donations of new, unwrapped toys 
will be donated to the Davis Street Community Center. 

Santa at the Firehouse
Have your picture taken with Santa Claus on Sunday, 

Dec. 17, from 2 to 5 p.m. at Alameda County Fire Station 
#9, 450 Estudillo Ave. in San Leandro. Hot chocolate, 
cookies and milk. Bring a toy for the ACFD/Local 55 toy 
program.

Arroyo High Athletic Boosters Holiday Boutique
Arroyo Athletic Boosters will host a Holiday Bou-

tique on Monday, Dec. 18, 2023 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
Arroyo High School, 15701 Lorenzo Ave. in San Lorenzo. 
Items for sale will be homemade goods, such as lotions, 
blankets, ornaments, wreaths as well as a few food vendors.

Arts & Crafts Swap Meet
California BrainWaves hosts an Arts & Crafts Swap on 

the first Wednesday of every month from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
in the Trustees Room of the San Leandro Main Library, 
300 Estudillo Ave. Free, all ages and skill levels welcome. 
Neurodivergent-friendly. Donate, craft, grab goodies. 

Community Calendar

Chabad of San Leandro 
invites all to participate in a 
joyous celebration in honor 
of Chanukah on Monday, Dec. 
11, at 5:30 p.m. in front of the 
San Leandro Police Depart-
ment, 901 East 14th St. This 
community event is free and 
open to the public.

Chabad calls to add in light 
by doing acts of goodness and 
kindness as they will be light-
ing the 7-foot Menorah. Back 
by popular demand there will 
be live music by the “Ferris 
Wheels Band” who will uplift 
the crowd with traditional 
Chanukah songs. 

A buffet will include tradi-
tional foods as donuts, latkes, 
apple crumble and this year a 
special cotton candy booth. 

A fire juggler will wow the 
crowd. There will also be 
children’s Chanukah crafts, 
prizes, balloon artist, and 
more. Every participant will 
receive free Chanukah swag. 
Security will be present by 
the event. 

If you have any questions 
or if you need anything for 
Chanukah, whether it’s Meno-
rahs, candles or anything else 
to help your celebration, email 
chabadsleandro@gmail.com 
and someone will be happy to 
assist you. 

“We are so grateful to be 
able to gather and celebrate 
Chanukah together as a com-
munity,” said Rabbi Shma-
ya Shusterman, director of 
Chabad San Leandro. 

Calling All Seniors: Fall 
into safety with Spectrum’s 
Fall Prevention Program

Spectrum’s Community 
Services Fall Prevention Pro-
gram is accepting registration 
for its winter classes. The En-
hanceFitness classes offer ex-
ercises addressing strength, 
balance, and flexibility. The 
Walk With Ease classes focus 

Create your very own 2024 
Vision Board and enjoy a 
casual and relaxing afternoon 
full of vision and support on 
Sunday, Dec. 10, from 1:30 
to 4 p.m. at the San Leandro 
Main Library, 300 Estudillo 
Ave. 

Got any 2024 goals? Are 
you dreaming of moving to-
wards adventure or growth, 
health and healing, or making 
a career move or life transi-
tion? 

Adults 18+ must regis-
ter by calling 510-577-3971 
as space is limited for this 

Create Your Vision 
Board for 2024

Menorah Lighting
On MondayJohn and Sandy Cave are about to celebrate their 

60th wedding anniversary. The couple married 
December 23, 1963 in Nevada. They’ve been res-
idents of Washington Manor for almost 50 years 
where they raised their two sons, and enjoy time 
with four grandchildren. 

John and Sandy Cave
60th Anniversary

free event. All are invited to 
bring their own pictures and 
graphics but vision board art 
supplies are free. 

Coffee, tea, cocoa and pas-
tries served. Bay Area native 
Audrey Banks was born and 
raised in San Francisco and is 
the author of Tips and Turn-
offs, Dating After 50. Emerg-
ing from a fulfilling career in 
mental health and criminal 
justice, Audrey loves art, na-
ture, animals, social dancing 
and is ready to assist you on 
your path towards brightness 
and growth. 

Church of the Assump-
tion, 1100 Fulton St. in San 
Leandro, will have an Ad-
vent by Candlelight Prayer 
Service for Women on 
Thursday, Dec. 7, at 7 p.m. 

Come for a solemn and 
reflective evening of song. 
Women of other denomina-
tions are always welcome 
to gather for a welcomed 

pause of prayer, song, and 
reflection. Take time for an 
intentional time out to make 
room, renew your heart and 
refresh your soul.

Refreshments will be 
served immediately after in 
the small hall.  Take a time-
out from the hustle and bus-
tle of the Christmas season in 
order to prepare for Advent. 

on self-motivated walking to 
boost strength and ease arthri-
tis symptoms. 

Classes run from Jan. 2 
to March 22 at the Cher-
ryland Community Center, 
San Leandro Senior Center, 
or virtually via Zoom.  Call 
510-881-0300 (Option 6) or 
register online at www.Spec-
trumCS.org.

Advent Prayer 
Service for Women

Fall Safety Prevention 
Class for Seniors

MODEL TRAINS
THE SAN LEANDRO HISTORICAL RAILWAY SOCIETY

We are
now accepting

model trains and
railroad memorabilia

Contact: 
Bob

Donation chairman
510-566-3499 Remember. your donation

is tax deductible

OPEN TO PUBLIC EVERY
Saturday from 9 am to 2 pm.

1302 Orchard Ave San Leandro in Thrasher Park

WANTED

Castro Valley Orchestra Concert

Castro Valley Performing Arts Center
19501 Redwood Road, Castro Valley

Admission is free and a reception will 
immediately follow the concert.

a

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2023
2:00 P.M.

Featuring
Symphony #3 “Scottish”

by Felix Mendelssohn
“Scottish Fantasy for Violin and 

Orchestra” by Max Bruch  
Aaron Hsi, violin soloist
“A Christmas Festival” 
by Leroy Anderson



Christmas Cookies
ew things represent the 
spirit of Christmas more 
than  homemade cookies. 

They’re something family and 

friends can make together. They 
can be given as gifts, and savored 
anytime.
  So before it gets any closer to 

Christmas, heat up the oven and 
get out the cookie sheets.

BASIC HOLIDAY
BUTTER COOKIES

2-1/2 cups flour
1/4 cup cornstarch
2  teaspoons baking powder
Pinch of salt
2  egg yolks
3  tablespoons light cream
1-1/2 teaspoons vanilla
1  cup sugar
12 tablespoons
    unsalted butter, softened
4  tablespoons vegetable
    shortening
  Heat oven to 350°F. Line 2 
baking sheets with parchment.
  Mix flour, cornstarch, baking 
powder and salt in a medium 
bowl. Mix yolks, cream and va-
nilla together in a measuring cup.
  Cream sugar with butter and 
shortening until lightened and 
pasty. Beat yolk mixture into 
creamed butter until just com-
bined. Add dry ingredients and 
beat until mixture begins to 
clump together (about 18 to 20 
seconds on the lowest speed of 
an electric mixer).
  Turn dough out onto a lightly 
floured board and knead gen-
tly to shape into a soft dough. 
(Can be wrapped in plastic and 
refrigerated up to three days at 
this point). Proceed with rolling, 
shaping and baking. Yields about 
72 single cookies.
  For Chocolate Butter Cook-
ies: add 1 ounce each of melted 
unsweetened and semi-sweet 
chocolate chips after creaming 
sugar with butter and shortening.

SOFT GINGERBREAD
COOKIES

2-1/4 cups all-purpose flour
2  teaspoons ground ginger
1  teaspoon baking soda
3/4 teaspoon cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon ground cloves
1/4 teaspoon salt
3/4 cup margarine, softened
1  cup white sugar
1  egg

1  tablespoon water
1/4 cup molasses
2  tablespoons white sugar
  Preheat oven to 350°F. Sift 
together the flour, ginger, baking 
soda, cinnamon, cloves, and salt. 
Set aside.
  In a large bowl, cream together 
the margarine and 1 cup sugar 
until light and fluffy. Beat in the 
egg, then stir in the water and 
molasses. Gradually stir the sift-
ed ingredients into the molasses 
mixture. 
  Shape dough into walnut sized 
balls, and roll them in the remain-
ing 2 tablespoons of sugar. Place 
the cookies 2 inches apart onto 
an ungreased cookie sheet, and 
flatten slightly.
  Bake for 8 to 10 minutes in the 
preheated oven. Allow cookies to 
cool on baking sheet for 5 minutes 
before removing to a wire rack 
to cool completely. Store in an 
airtight container. Makes about 2 
dozen cookies

FIRELIGHTERS

1/2 cup (1 stick) butter
1  tablespoon corn syrup
1/2 cup brown sugar, packed
1-3/4 cup rolled oats
1/4 teaspoon baking powder
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/3 cup coconut
1  teaspoon vanilla extract
  Melt butter in medium sauce-
pan over medium heat. Add corn 
syrup and brown sugar and mix. 
Remove from heat. Add oats, 
baking powder, salt, coconut and 
vanilla and stir until oats are well 
coated. Pour batter into greased 
8-inch-square baking pan. 
  Bake at 325°F until toothpick 
inserted in center comes out clean, 
20 to 30 minutes. Let cool in pan 
10 minutes and cut into squares 
while still warm. Makes about 
16 cookies.

RAISIN-FILLED
COOKIES

1/2 cup butter or margarine,
    softened

1/2 cup peanut butter
1  cup sugar
1  egg
1  teaspoon vanilla
1-1/4 ups all-purpose flour
1/2 teaspoon baking powder
1/4 teaspoon salt
    Filling:
1-1/2 cups raisins 
3/4 cup orange juice
1/3 cup sugar
3/4 teaspoon grated orange 
    peel
  Combine butter, peanut butter, 
sugar, egg and vanilla; beat until 
light and fluffy. 
  Combine flour, baking pow-
der and salt in a separate bowl. 
Stir into butter mixture; mix 
well. Cover; refrigerate until 
firm.   Combine all filling ingre-
dients. Cook over medium heat, 
stirring frequently, until sugar 
dissolves and mixture thickens 
slightly; cool. Heat oven to 350°F. 
  On lightly floured surface, roll 
out dough to 1/8-inch thickness. 
Cut into 2-inch rounds with 
cookie cutter. Place a teaspoon 
of filling on center of half the 
dough rounds. Cut small circles 
from centers of remaining dough 
rounds; place on top of filled 
rounds. Press edges lightly to-
gether to seal. Place on ungreased 
cookie sheets. 
  Bake in upper third of oven at 
350°F 10 to 12 minutes. Remove 
from cookie sheets; cool on wire 
racks. Makes 30 cookies. 

ALMOND MACAROONS

1  (8-ounce) package almond
    paste
2  egg whites
Dash of salt
1  teaspoon vanilla
1  cup sifted powdered sugar
Sliced almonds     
  Grease a large cookie sheet, 
dust lightly with flour, tapping 
off excess.
  Break up almond paste with 
fingers into the bowl of an elec-
tric mixer. Add egg whites, salt 
and vanilla.
  Beat at low speed until mix-

ture is smooth and well blend-
ed. Add powdered sugar slowly, 
continuing to beat at low speed, 
until a soft dough forms.
  Drop by teaspoonfuls on pre-
pared cookie sheet (macaroons 
spread very little as they bake).
  For a crackly top, dip fingertip 
into water; pat over tops; sprin-
kle top with almonds.
  Bake in a slow oven (325°F) 
for about 20 minutes or until 
golden brown. Remove to wire 
racks with a spatula and cool. 
Makes 3 dozen.

CHRISTMAS MERINGUES

4  egg whites at room 
    temperature
1  cup sugar
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract
2  ounces unsweetened
    chocolate, finely grated
6  ounces semisweet
    chocolate pieces
1/4 cup milk
1  cup finely chopped 
    walnuts
  Beat egg whites until stiff but 
not dry. Gradually add 2/3 cup 
sugar while continuing to beat. 
Add vanilla. Gradually fold in 
remaining 1/3 cup sugar and 
grated chocolate.
  Shape into well-rounded ovals 
with teaspoon. Bake on nonstick 
baking sheets (or baking sheets 
covered with parchment paper) at 
275°F until firm, 45 to 50 minutes. 
Cool in pan.
  Melt chocolate pieces with 
milk in top of double boiler. Dip 
top of cooled meringues in warm 
chocolate then in chopped nuts. 
When chocolate hardens, store 
in airtight container. Makes 60.

COCONUT 
RUM BALLS

4  cups vanilla wafer crumbs
1-1/3 cups flaked coconut
1  cup finely chopped nuts
1  (14-ounce) can sweetened
    condensed milk
1/2 cup rum
Powdered sugar
  Combine crumbs, coconut 
and nuts in bowl. Stir in con-
densed milk and rum, mixing 
well. Shape into 1-inch balls and 
roll in powdered sugar to coat.
  Cover and store in refrigerator 
at least 24 hour or up to several 
weeks. Roll again in powdered 
sugar just before serving. 
  Makes about 6 dozen rum 
balls.

F

CROSSWORD
PUZZLE

ANSWERS

HOROSCOPE  by Salomé © 2019 King Features Synd., Inc.

ARIES (March 21 to April 19):   Although taking advice isn’t always easy for 
the headstrong Sheep, you might want to consider what someone you respect will 
have to say about an upcoming decision.

TAURUS (April 20 - May 20): A new offer is tempting, but don’t be bullied 
into a quick decision. Rely on your keen Bovine business sense to alert you to 
anything that might be questionable.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20):  Your “Gemini Twin” nature rallies to help you 
deal with this week’s hectic schedule, both in your personal and professional lives. 
One caution: Watch your diet.
CANCER (June 21 - July 22): Avoid rushing to make up for lost time on 
a stalled workplace operation. It’s best to set up a schedule and pace yourself. 
Welcome the help of your colleagues.

LEO (July 23 - August 22): Despite those glittering holiday distractions 
that you love so well, be sure to keep your feline senses set on high to alert you 
to anything that might require fast action.

VIRGO (August 23 - Sept. 22): Making an effort to restore fraying 
relationships proves to be more successful than you dared hope. The holidays 
also bring new friends into your life.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 - October 22):  Private and professional matters compete 
for your attention. Be honest in your assessment of which should get more of it -- and 
for how long.

SCORPIO (October 23 - November 21):  A seemingly endless list of 
must-do tasks is best handled by tackling them one by one. Don’t forget to take 
energy-restoring timeouts between each job.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21): A vexing relationship seems 
destined to deteriorate no matter what each side tries to do. A third party’s 
advice just might prove to be helpful.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19): Reach out and ease any tensions 
caused by home or workplace pressures before they threaten the relationship-
building progress that you’ve made.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18):  You often go out of your way to show 
kindness to others, so don’t be surprised if other people want to do something 
nice for you this week.
PISCES (Feb. 19 - March 20): People in your life respect your Piscean 
wisdom, so don’t hesitate to speak up about a matter that you feel isn’t being 
handled quite the way it should.

Castro Valley
3446 Village Dr. 
(510) 581-0220 

NATURAL  FOODS

Since 
1969

San Leandro
182 Pelton Center 

(510) 483-3630 

Health Unlimited
Brand  Vitamins

25% OFF25% OFF

50%
OFF*

Save now with

Your First Service

Let the experts at 
TruGreen® provide a 

tailored plan that can 
help your lawn look its 
very best year-round.

*Special price is for fi rst Lawn service only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new residential 
EasyPay, MonthlyPay, or PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. 
Availability of services and/or products may vary by geography. Not to be combined with or 
used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer 
responsible for all sales tax. †Purchase of annual lawn plan required for TruGreen Lawn Assessment, 
which is performed at the fi rst visit. America’s #1 lawn care company based on U.S. market share of 
professional lawn care companies. 2022 MMR Brand Health Tracker. ◆Guarantee applies to annual 
plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2022 TruGreen Limited Partnership. All 
rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

Caring for next 
spring’s perfect 
lawn starts now.

Call for your FREE, 
no-obligation quote today!

1-888-926-3403

TruGreen will gladly visit 
your property as needed 

between scheduled visits 
to ensure your satisfaction◆

Our TruGreen Lawn Assess-
ment® will examine your grass 
and soil types and tailor your 
plan based on the results.†

Our tailored lawn plans utilize 
the latest technology and 
techniques that help make 
your lawn green and healthy.
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$    0010

KIM BROS. JEWELRY • 357-4069
14393-A WASHINGTON AVE. • SAN LEANDRO (NEAR PAK  ‘N’ SAVE)

Battery Replacement Jewelry & Watch Repair
REGULARLY $13.00 • EXCEPT LITHIUM

With this ad. Expires 12/31/23. With this ad. Expires 12/31/23.

Christmas Sale
OPEN WED-FRI 11 AM-5PM SAT 11AM-4 PM / CLOSED SUN-TUES

25%-50% OFF
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Festival: People came for hot chocolate, a holiday train, food and music 
continued from front page

The Snider family, top right – Rose, Jake, Suzie, Marley and Marty – watched the show on the Main Stage 
at “It’s A Wonderful Night” last Friday night in downtown San Leandro. 

PHOTOS BY MIKE McGUIRE

The Grinch was spotted around the Christmas Tree 
at “It’s A Wonderful Night” last Friday.

went with their parents to a 
Holiday Market Area, where 
gift stands were popular. Out-
drawing all was the hot choc-
olate stand, on a cool but not 
cold night.

A new Holiday Train con-
nected the market with Santa 
Claus a short distance away. 
Presented by the Eden As-
sembly of the Rainbow Girls, 
and sponsored by San Leandro 
Auto Upholstery and Poor 
Honey’s Used Furniture, Santa 

took Christmas requests and 
posed for photos with kids and 
their families.

Nearby and throughout the 
event, bands played holiday 
music. Near Juana Avenue, 
the Main Stage entertainment 
began with the Tap Dancing 
Christmas Trees at 6 p.m. 
followed by Mayor Juan Gon-
zalez’s welcome to the crowd. 

He was followed by the 
Broadmoor Preschool children 
doing “Jingle Bells” and other 
holiday favorites. 

T h e n  c a m e  t h e  S a n 
Leandro High School Jazz 
Ensemble, the DC Dance 
Center, Dance Therapy, the 
Assumption School Choir, 
and Ballet Folklorico Costa de 
Oro. Wrapping up the enter-
tainment was a demonstration 

THERE ARE ONLY

UNTIL CHRISTMAS
1616 MORE

DAYS

FIND SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE ON YOUR LIST

by Pallen’s Martial Arts.
The Snider family was 

among those enjoying the Tap 
Dancing Christmas Trees.

“There are a lot more peo-
ple than last year, in the exact 
same spot,” said Marty Snider. 
“It’s a nice way to start off 

the holidays. I used to take 
my kids here when they were 
little, and now they’re back 
with kids of their own.”

One of those third-gener-
ation Sniders watching, Rose, 
would join the Broadmoor 
Preschool performers a few 

minutes later.
This was the 26th annual 

It’s A Wonderful Night event 
put on by the Downtown San 
Leandro Community Benefit 
District, as part of its mission 
to keep downtown safe, clean 
and vibrant.

(510) 728-1333
www.aransartstudio.com

(OFFER EXPIRES 12-23-23)

Birthday Parties
Art Camp

Team Building

Scout Troops
Private Events

And more...

bakery saleHoliday

Begins at 8:30am Daily - 7 Days A Week
Christmas Eve

cookies • cocoas • great gifts

week of thanksgiving-

2380 Grant Ave.  
San Lorenzo, CA

www.toogoodgourmet.com

(510)317-8150



REAL ESTATE GALLERYREAL ESTATE GALLERY

Antonio M. Cardenas

(510) 326-4263

Real Estate Broker - Ballroom Dancer

“The Realtors In Motion”

www.ListedbyAntonio.com • write2me2@aol.com
R.E. eBroker Group • DRE #00898737
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Robert Jones   Associates

142 JOAQUIN AVE. • SAN LEANDRO • 510 -357-0120
RobertJonesandAssociates.com

 and

We Are Here For You

   Matt Jones & Bob Jones
DRE#0137894 DRE# 00276097             DRE# 02068317

   Dilek Silva          Ron Trentler
            DRE# 02139355

HOW WILL YOU BE GIVING 
BACK THIS HOLIDAY SEASON? 
HOLIDAY DRIVE TO SUPPORT BUILDING FUTURES
Everyone Deserves a Safe Place to Call Home

GREG NOVAK
REALTOR® ∙ DRE #01721382

510.472.4770 
gregnovakrealtor.com

CORY BOLLER
REALTOR® ∙ DRE #02132597

 510.221.3037 
coryboller.com

JULIE CUELLAS
REALTOR® ∙ DRE #01252720

510.682.5665 
juliecuellas.com

SCAN FOR MORE INFORMATION

  Market sentiment has 
significantly shifted over 
the last month, leading 
to a continued decline in 
mortgage rates. The cur-
rent trajectory of rates is 
an encouraging develop-
ment for potential home-
buyers, with purchase ap-
plication activity recently 

Mortgage Rates Drop for 
The Fifth Consecutive Week

rising to the same level 
as mid-September when 
rates were similar to to-
day’s levels. The modest 
uptick in demand over 
the last month signals that 
there will likely be more 
competition in a market 
that remains starved for 
inventory.

Selling or Buying a 
Home? Read The Contract

REAL ESTATE REALITY
GUEST COMMENTARYBy Carl Medford, CRS

Special to the Times

W
“ionization” smell. Consider-
ing installing a new thermostat 
such as a NEST? Do it now. 
An HVAC technician can 
check your furnace and install 
a new thermostat to make sure 
everything works as it should. 
Change your furnace filter. 
Sealing furnace ducting will 
also save energy.
  Replace drafty windows.
When cold weather comes, 
old windows reward you with 
drafts and heat loss. Elimi-
nate drafts and lower heating 
costs by replacing your old 
windows with new thermally 
efficient dual-pane products. 
Check for available discounts 
for installing new windows 
out of the peak season. Use 
window shades to keep in heat, 
especially at night.
Check your roof and gutters.
  A roof inspection is rel-
atively inexpensive, yet can 

prevent hundreds of dollars in 
potential damage. It’s always 
best to catch potential issues 
BEFORE they cause harm. 
For an extra fee, some roof 
inspection companies will 
also clean your gutters. If you 
need new gutters, beat the rush 
and do it now. Make sure your 
downspouts have diverters 
which carry water away from 
your home and ensure nothing 
on the ground traps water 
or directs it towards your 
dwelling.
  Trim vegetation away from 
the house.
If you have tree branches, 
bushes or shrubs touching your 
home, trim them back before 
the storms come. Tree branch-
es can do extensive damage, 
especially to roofs, and vegeta-
tion close to the walls will trap 
moisture.
  Check weather seals.
  Make sure your doors have 
adequate weather seals and 
door sweeps to close off all 
gaps. Caulk all gaps around 
windows. Close the fireplace 
damper.
  Keep flashlights handy.
  You never know when 
weather might knock out local 
power – keep charged flash-
lights handy in case.
  Beat the season and while 
others are panicking, you will 
be snug and warm in your 
fully prepared home.

  Carl Medford is a licensed 
Realtor with Keller Williams 
Advisors and a licensed 
general contractor. This article 
is sponsored by the Central 
County Marketing Association.

atching football 
games from across 
the country this past 

week was a reality check: in 
addition to classic pigskin ri-
valries, some matches included 
inclement weather and even 
snow. We are so fortunate in 
the Bay Area with our tem-
perate climate. Even then, it is 
important to take care as the 
weather can have dire conse-
quences for the unprepared.
  Here is our Top Six Fall 
Prep List:
  Check your furnace BE-
FORE it gets cold.
Fire it up to make sure 
everything is working. Re-
member that furnaces sitting 
idle have accumulated dust that 
is burned off during the first 
run, resulting in that classic 

By Carl Medford, CRS
Special to the Times

Home sales information is compiled and provided by CalREsource 
and includes Bedrooms, Square Feet and Year Built when available

19785 Stanton Avenue 94546: $675,000 [3 BD - 1,346 SF - 1957 
19112 Parsons Avenue 94546: $700,000 [2 BD - 1,137 SF - 1947 
4143 Berdina Road 94546: $885,000 [4 BD - 2,040 SF - 1942 
22169 Betlen Way 94546: $975,000 [3 BD - 1,308 SF - 1953 
19710 Laurelwood Drive 94552: $1,105,000 [3 BD - 1,561 SF - 1986 
7291 Longmont Loop 94552: $1,108,000 [3 BD - 1,550 SF - 2000 
20157 Butterfield Drive 94546: $1,130,000 [3 BD - 1,443 SF - 1957 
5874 Highwood Road 94552: $1,230,000 [5 BD - 1,932 SF - 1962 
7263 Morton Place 94552: $1,345,000 [4 BD - 1,887 SF - 2003 

TOTAL SALES:	 9	
LOWEST AMOUNT: 	   $675,000	 MEDIAN AMOUNT:      $1,105,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT:	 $1,345,000    AVERAGE AMOUN       $1,017,000

Hayward  ————————-------
669 Dartmore Lane #152 94544: $415,000 [1 BD - 643 SF - 1988 
670 Atherton Place 94541: $695,000 [3 BD - 1,224 SF - 1997 
2277 Star Avenue 94546: $775,000 [3 BD - 1,274 SF - 1947 
2120 Oak Creek Place 94541: $775,000 [3 BD - 1,590 SF - 1972 
27608 Sebastian Way 94544: $810,000 [3 BD - 1,000 SF - 1954 
29212 Mission Boulevard 94544: $835,000
24296 Hesperian Boulevard 94545: $875,000 [3 BD - 990 SF - 1951 
26438 Mockingbird Lane 94544: $880,000 [3 BD - 1,047 SF - 1952 
25867 Peterman Avenue 94545: $885,000 [4 BD - 1,338 SF - 1956 
440 Grove Way 94541: $905,000 [4 BD - 2,334 SF - 1984 
30509 Prestwick Avenue 94544: $1,020,000 [4 BD - 1,927 SF - 
1955 
31377 Chicoine Avenue 94544: $1,050,000 [3 BD - 1,430 SF - 1955 
27971 Edgecliff Way 94542: $1,200,000 [3 BD - 2,284 SF - 1971

TOTAL SALES:	 13	
LOWEST AMOUNT: 	     $415,000	 MEDIAN AMOUNT:        $875,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT:    $1,200,000     AVERAGE AMOUN        $855,384
 

San Leandro  ————————-------
809 Midway Avenue 94577: $680,000 [3 BD - 950 SF - 1942 
357 Sybil Avenue 94577: $700,000 [3 BD - 945 SF - 1910 
1455 155th Avenue 94578: $730,000 [3 BD - 1,192 SF - 1947 
1939 San Rafael Street 94577: $780,000 [2 BD - 1,070 SF - 1948 
606 Heather Glenn Lane 94578: $804,000 [3 BD - 1,317 SF - 2013 
853 Moraga Drive 94578: $880,000 [3 BD - 1,108 SF - 1954 
2221 Sol Street 94578: $888,000 [3 BD - 1,440 SF - 1932 
1734 Benedict Drive 94577: $975,000 [3 BD - 1,716 SF - 1955

TOTAL SALES:	 8	
LOWEST AMOUNT: 	     $680,000	 MEDIAN AMOUNT:         $792,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT:       $975,000     AVERAGE AMOUN         $804,625
 

San Lorenzo  ————————-------
41353 Jacqueline Place 94580: $620,000 [3 BD - 1,188 SF - 1972 
255 Peach Drive 94580: $710,000 [3 BD - 1,077 SF - 1951 
1873 Via Natal 94580: $760,000 [3 BD - 1,550 SF - 1955

TOTAL SALES:	 3	
LOWEST AMOUNT: 	     $620,000	 MEDIAN AMOUNT:         $710,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT:       $760,000     AVERAGE AMOUN         $696,666 

RECENT HOME SALES

Castro Valley —————————

nderstanding backup 
power supply options 
is critical to avoiding 

blackouts this winter. 
  Widespread outages have 
caught some homeowners off 
guard, but preparedness mea-
sures now need to include a 
backup power plan. 
  Two basic options exist for 
homeowners: portable gener-
ators and home standby gen-
erator systems. Both solutions 
can keep the house lights on, 
appliances working and, in the 
event of a weather-related pow-
er outage or other emergency, 
will keep the home the safest 
place to ride out the storm. 
  Understanding the differ-
ences and capabilities between 
these two options makes select-
ing the best backup power plan 
much easier.
  Portable generators: An 
instant but temporary backup 
power supply, these gasoline 
generators are available at just 
about any home improvement 
retailer and work well as a 
quick solution to roll out during 
an outage. 
  Generally, a portable unit is 
low maintenance, but Generac 
Power Systems reminds users 
that they should check and run 
their generator and even refresh 
the tank of gasoline to be ready 
for the season. Additionally, for 
safe operation, these units need 
to be taken outside and kept 25 
feet away from an opening to 
the home to keep carbon mon-
oxide fumes outside.
  Home standby generators: 

Prepare for Potential Power Outages

A gas-powered portable 
generator can help keep 
the lights on in the event of 
a power outage.

U

When outages happen, the 
home standby generator is the 
automatic solution. Some units, 
like the Generac Guardian, 
plumb into the home’s exist-
ing natural gas or propane line, 
turning on automatically when 
utility power fails. 
  These generators are in-
stalled just outside the house 
like an air-conditioning unit. 
They can be set to exercise 

weekly and can even send the 
homeowner updates about its 
successful exercise, change in 
status or low battery, as well as 
maintenance reminders or fault 
alerts. 
  Unlike portable generators, 
home standby generators need 
to be professionally installed 
and sized to fit the home, so 
homeowners should allow for 
an installation process.



Christian Carr
Mortgage Loan Advisor  NMLS#1466899

Residential Purchase/Refinance
 chris@yourlenderchris.com

650-207-4364

Tere Lee, CRS
“Trust A Professional Who Cares”

United Brokers Real Estate
www.tereleehomes.com

(510) 305-8827

Homes

Danielle Ewing Realtor
Call Danielle to Buy or Sell!
United Brokers Real Estate

(408)828-3897
“It’s Nice To Be Home”
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Cindy Kellar, Realtor
Personal Attention/Professional Results

Everhome Real Estate
cindy@everhomere.com            

510-301-3456

Cory Boller Realtor®

Red Oak Realty
DRE#02132597

cory@redoakrealty.com
510.221.3037

Dave Adams
Realtor 

COLDWELL BANKER
dave@davecadams.com

(510) 637-8136

Robert Jones
Serving San Leandro since 1964

Robert Jones & Assoc.
142 Joaquin Ave. • San Leandro

357-0120

Matt Jones
Realtor

Robert Jones & Assoc.
142 Joaquin Ave. • San Leandro

357-0120

Bob Frey
Broker Associate
Re/Max Accord

BobFreyHomes@gmail.com
510-220-8459

Judy Rose - CRS, SRES
ReMax Accord

Serving the East Bay 38 Years
judy@judyrose.com

510-220-6206

Matt Wilhite
Intero Real Estate

www.MattWilhite.com
510-329-0728

Dinh Truong Realtor®

Building community and 
delivering excellence!Compass

dinh@youreastbayhome.com
510-209-7471

Suzanna Chew Realtor®

Sereno
schew@sereno.com

510-326-4125

Greg Novak, DRE# 01721382
SanLeandroRealtor.com

Red Oak Realty
greg@redoakrealty.com

510-472-4770

THINKING  ABOUT  BUYING  OR  SELLING?      CONTACT ONE OF THESE…

Louis Heystek
REALTOR, DRE 01771666

COMPASS
louis.heystek@compass.com

510-928-5501

Kenneth A. Kremer
Broker, CRS, ABR, SRES

Put 35+yrs Experience To work For You!
Kremer & Company, Realtors®

510-301-1957

Lynn Levin
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services

Getting The Job Done Right
www.lynnlevin.com

510-593-7377

Preparing Roses for the Winter

Q
addition, it will be weeks 
before the diseases show up 
after each infection. A wet 
spring from an extended 
rainy season accelerates the 
problem. Your best control 
is Bayer Advanced All-In-
One Rose Care. It’s a liquid 
or granular product applied 
to the roots in March and 
controls all three diseases, 
fertilizes the bushes, and 
controls the Aphids and oth-
er insects. One application 
lasts six weeks.  

Is it too late to 
clean up the fall de-
bris, or should we 

wait and do it in the spring?

The fallen leaves 
and other debris 
should be removed 

from the base or under the 

By Buzz Bertolero
Special to the Times

My gardener 
wants to prune my 
roses early. Is that 

okay, or should I wait? Also, 
should I spray an anti-dis-
ease agent onto the bare 
branches? Will this help 
hinder the Black Spot next 
year? 

There is no prob-
lem pruning your 
roses today. After 

pruning, the bushes are 
sprayed with a Copper Fun-
gicide or Horticultural Oil. 
Before pouring, you should 
strip off all the remaining 
leaves and clean up all the 
debris under and around 
the bushes. They could be 
sprayed right after pruning 

or wait until next year. It’s a 
judgment call on your part. 
One application is all that’s 
necessary. Rose Rust, Mil-
dew, and Black Spot will 
overwinter on rose canes 
and old leaves. Good sani-
tation practices are import-
ant; however, they will not 
prevent diseases from reoc-
curring next year when the 
right conditions are present. 
Rust, Mildew, and Black 
Spot are airborne diseases 
that require moisture and 
temperature to be a prob-
lem. The foliage must re-
main dry after the sun goes 
down. Rose Rust requires 
only two to four hours of 
constant moisture for the 
infection to begin. With 
Black Spot, it’s seven hours; 
hence, Rust will always ap-
pear before Black Spot. In 

A

canopy of trees and shrubs, and 
turf and ground cover areas 
should be cleared. From my 
personal experience, it’s easi-
er to stay on top of the debris 
as it’s occurring than to wait. 
Dry and wet leaves are eas-
ier to clean up than those that 
have matted down. Instead of 
raking the matted leaves up, 
they’ll have to be scraped off 
the ground, and that’s not fun 
at all. With grass, it’s a critical 
issue. The debris left from each 

winter storm forms a solid lay-
er that prevents sunlight from 
reaching the blades of grass. 
These areas turn yellow and 
eventually die as the plants 
cannot manufacture food in 
their leaves, known as photo-
synthesis. This means you’ll 
have to reseed the bare spots 
in the spring. With herbaceous 
and woody ornamental ground 
covers, Stem and Crown Rot, 
along with Water Mold fungi 
and other diseases, could de-

velop when left covered for 
an extended period. It’s one of 
the few times that a leaf blower 
becomes handy. So, my recom-
mendation is to clean up the 
debris often.   

Buzz Bertolero is an Ad-
vanced California Certified 
Nursery Professional. The Dirt 
Gardener’s website is www.
dirtgardener.com, and ques-
tions can be sent by email to 
buzz@dirtgardener.com.

Q

A

Laurie Hall, Realtor
Keller Williams Realty

lauriehall@kw.com  
DRE# 02109907
(510) 867 4986

All real estate advertised in the Castro Valley Forum is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal to advertise any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, marital status, national origin, or intention to make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. The Castro Valley Forum will not knowingly accept any advertisement for real estate that is in violation of the law. All persons are hereby 

A = SAN LEANDRO  •  B = SAN LORENZO  •  C = CASTRO VALLEY  •  D = DUBLIN  •  F = FREMONT  •  H = HAYWARD  •  K = KNIGHTSEN
O = OAKLAND  •  P = PLEASANTON  •  S = SHEFFIELD VILLAGE  •  SR = SAN RAMON  •  W = WALNUT CREEK  •  Z = ALAMEDACITY GUIDE

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
DECEMBER 9TH & 10THOPEN HOMESOPEN HOMESOPEN HOMESOPEN HOMES

	CITY	 SAT	     SUN	 ADDRESS                    PRICE	         BDR./BA.         REALTOR                       AGENT	 PHONE
O	                        1-4	    1088 57th St          $789,000        2/1                Re/Max Accord       The Lovewell Team    510-351-5555



ADVERTISE WITH EAST BAY PUBLISHING AND REACH OVER 65,000ADVERTISE WITH EAST BAY PUBLISHING AND REACH OVER 60,000

Call 510-614-1558 (Mon. - Fri., 9 a.m - 5 p.m.)
2060 Washington Ave., San Leandro, CA  94577

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD TO VIEW THE CLASSIFIED ADS
Visit our Websites 24 hours a day

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE
New ads, cancellations or ad changes:

MONDAY BY 5:00 P.M.www.sanleandrotimes.com
www.castrovalleyforum.com

510-614-1558
510-614-1557

Classi�eds@ebpublishing.com VISA, MASTERCARD & DISCOVER ACCEPTED

CALL
NEWS

EMAIL

8 THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2023 San Leandro Times CLASSIFIED

ANNOUNCEMENTS

You can run a classified ad for 
a little as $35 a week. Your ad runs 
in both of our newspapers, the 
Castro Valley Forum on Wednesday 
and the San Leandro Times on 
Thursday. You can also save  by 
placing your ad on our website at 
castrovalleyforum.com or sanlean-
drotimes.com. We’ll call you for your 
credit or debit card info for payment. 

To  place  an  ad  by  phone  call 
Patrick Vadnais at  510-614-1560, 

Mon-Fri  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

CONCRETE SERVICE

S.L. CONCRETE   SERVICE
Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped 
Concrete, Retaining Walls, Asphalt,  
Paving  Stones.  Lic.#982202.  510-
856-8937.

CONTRACTOR SERVICE

NOTICE TO READERS

California law requires that contrac-
tors taking jobs that total $500 or 
more (labor or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State License 
Board. State Law also requires that 
contractors include their license 
number on all advertising. Advertis-
ers   appearing on this page without  
a license number indicate that the 
contractor is not licensed. You can 
check the status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov or 
(800) 321-2752. Unlicensed contrac-
tors  taking jobs that total less than 
$500 must state in their advertise-
ments that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License Board.

FENCES/DECKS

*SPECIALIZING IN WOOD FEN-
CES, DECKS & RETAINING 
WALLS. Replace or repair, paved 
walkways, yard cleaning, tree trim-
ming, topping or removal, garage 
cleaning & debris removal. Insured & 
Bonded #8189. Jerry 510-410-2427.

Fence wobbly? Call Randy's Fence 
Reinforcement and save thousands! 
510-706-6189.

GARAGE SALES
GARAGE SALE Fri. 12/8 & Sat. 
12/9, 9am-4pm. Rain or Shine. 100’s 
of BOOKS, unique gifts, floral ar-
rangements & more! 5308 Camino 
Alta Mira, Castro Valley.

GARDENING

*BEAUTY GARDEN LANDSCAPING
Design - Construction - Mainte-
nance. Cleanups, New Lawn, Artifi-
cial Grass, Irrigation, Patios, Path-
ways, Brick, Stone, Concrete Fence/  
Decks. Free Estimates! Lic.#925130. 
510-691-8852.
www.beautygardenlandscaping.com

AL’S Keep It Green But Trim.
Yard Maintenance. Since 1995. 
Great Rates. FREE Estimates. 510-
927-6663.

BAY AREA BLOSSOM LAND-
SCAPING. Cleanups, Hauling, tree 
service, maintenance, new patio, 
deck, painting, etc. Insured. Unli-
censed. 510-499-5453.

JAIME’S  GARDENING
Maintenance,  Trimming,  Clean-
ups, Hauling, Sprinkler Repair/ 

Timers. FREE Estimates. Insured.
510-299-9583

GGARDENINGARDENING/T/TREEREE SSERVICEERVICE

NAVA'S COMPLETE LANDSCAP-
ING: Mowing, trees, cleanup, haul-
ing, FREE  estimates. 510 512-5857.

HANDYMAN SERVICE
Handyman no job is too small. Gar-
dening, cleaning, power washing, 
painting, plumbing, roofing, repairs, 
gutters, drain cleaning, kitchen and 
bath drywall, dry rot, stucco, patio, 
fast water heaters, Aaron 510-209-
7282.

IT’S TOTALLY FINISHED CON-
STRUCTION. Lic.#583113. Floors, 
Carpet, Fences, Decks, Patios, Paint-
ing, Sheetrock, Windows, Remodel-
ing. Martin 510-384-8041.

HELP WANTED

Sr. Automation & Validation Engi-
neer in Oakland, CA Salary: 
$146,000 Please reference this ad 
and send resume to JSat Automa-
tion, Inc 1730 Walton Road Suite 
100, Blue Bell, PA 19422 or
samantha.ziegler@jsatautomation.com

HOUSE CLEANING
Just Like Gramma’s House Clean-
ing. Summer Special 10% OFF. 20 
years experience. Licensed/ Insured. 
Phenomenal cleaning! BONDED. 
Owner Fatimah 510-978-6803.

MISC. FOR SALE
Mongoose 21 speed mountain bike, 
aluminum frame, 26” wheels, runs 
good. $50 firm. Will text/email photos. 
510-517-3351.

50 Christmas CD’s in excellent condi-
tion $50. Call 510-654-1951.

You can place a FREE
“MISC. FOR SALE” ad

for items $50 or less
at: sanleandrotimes.com  

or at: castrovalleyforum.com 
or more info call Patrick Mon-Fri. 

9am-1pm at 510-614-1560
(some restrictions may apply)

MISC. WANTED

WANTED - Reel to reel music 
tapes,  Call Patrick 510-517-3351.

REAL ESTATE AGENTS

H
Are you interested in buying or 

selling a home or property?

Would you like the help of a 
Professional Agent?

For assistance call ...

SERVICES

HANDYMAN & CONTRACTORS 
You can run a classified ad for 
a little as $35 a week. Your ad runs 
in both of our newspapers, the 
Castro Valley Forum on Wednesday 
and the San Leandro Times on 
Thursday. You can also save by 
placing your ad on our website at 
castrovalleyforum.com or sanlean-
drotimes.com. We’ll call you for your 
credit or debit card info for payment. 

To  place  an  ad  by  phone  call 
Patrick Vadnais at  510-614-1560, 

Mon-Fri  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Advertise your Home for rent in the

San Leandro Times & Castro Valley Forum

DON’T LET ANOTHER WEEK SLIP BY!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

To place an ad call 510-614-1558

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:

Monday 5:00 p.m.

NEED - MUSIC LESSONS or
PIANO TUNING? 

Check the Classified Ads under
“MUSICAL SERVICES” for help.

TREE SERVICE
*A CAREFUL TREE    SERVICE.  
Certified. Arborist. Lic.#694067. Trim-
ming, Removals. FREE Estimates. 
Bonded.  Call  510-581-7377.

To Place a Garage Sale Ad
call 614-1558

To Place a Garage Sale Ad 614-1558

Thanks to our many Readers who
SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

IF YOUR GARAGE SALE IS
RAINED OUT, WE'LL RUN
YOUR AD AGAIN FOR NO
EXTRA CHARGE.  SLTimes

HOPE YOU FIND just the
job you are looking for!

Rent it FAST with a TIMES
WANT AD ... 614-1558

HOME SERVICES GUIDE
Help for the homeowner
means business for you!

To Place an Ad ...

Call 614-1558

We REAAALLLY appreciate our
many Readers who support our

Advertisers!  Patrick V.

Help for the homeowner
means business for you!

San Leandro Times
HOME SERVICES GUIDE

Call 614-1558

To Place an Ad call 614-1558

This offer is for private party ads only (no
dealers).  Items must be priced and only
one item may be listed for sale. You may
change the asking price at anytime (no
other changes are allowed). You may can-
cel your ad at anytime (there are no refunds
available on this $25 special). Other restric-
tions may apply. For more information call
Patrick at 614-1558.

$25
10 words

maximum.
$1.00 for

each
additional

word.

Advertise your vehicle for
3 weeks in the San Leandro
Times and 3 weeks in the

Castro Valley Forum for only…

GREAT
DEAL!

SELL YOUR CAR
OR TRUCK NOW!

Help for the homeowner
means business for you!

San Leandro Times
HOME SERVICES GUIDE

Call 614-1558

NEED
REMODELING?

How about a
new kitchen or

bath? Check
the TIMES

"Classified Ads" &
The TIMES "Home

Service" ads for
help!

LANDLORDS - Advertise your units!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

R. Bowman

LANDLORDS –  Advertise  your 
units! A vacancy day is money 
lost  forever ... R. Bowman
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Letters must include the writer’s name, address and phone number, 
and must be under 300 words. Letters can be edited for clarity or 
length. Letters are the views of the author and not necessarily the 
views of the newspaper or its advertisers. E-mail letters to: letters@
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Times, 2060 Washington Ave., San Leandro, CA 94577. 
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OPINION
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Detectives arrested the second suspect for the Oct. 25 shooting death of bar-
ber at the Harrison Bros. Barber Shop on the 2200 block of East 14th Street. 

PHOTO BY JIM KNOWLES

Arrest: Two suspects in custody 
continued from front page

Police arrested a man for 
murder after he purposefully 
drove his car into a crowd of 
women at a party in San Lo-
renzo  in late November. He is 
expected to enter a plea today.

Leandro Angelo Torres, a 
31-year-old truck driver from 
Oakland, was arrested on No-
vember 29 in San Lorenzo at 
7:15 p.m. He is charged with 
attempted murder, four counts 
of assault with a deadly weap-
on, and one count of leaving 
the scene of an accident that 

Man Faces Attempted Murder 
Charges Stemming from 
Party in San Lorenzo

By Michael Singer
San Leandro Times

resulted in serious bodily 
injury.

Alameda County Sheriff’s 
Office records identify Torres 
as the person who drove his 
Honda Accord into a group 
of four women who were at a 
house party on Via Alamitos 
near Paseo Grande on No-
vember 25.

The report noted that Tor-
res was disruptive at the house 
party, including making death 
threats, and was told to leave. 
Detectives say he drove off but 
turned around and backed his 
car into the crowd, breaking 

one woman’s leg and pinning 
three other women against a 
parked vehicle before speed-
ing off.

At the time of the at-
tempted murder with his 
car, Torres was on parole 
for February 2022 felony 
charges of shooting at an 
unoccupied vehicle, pos-
session of a loaded firearm 
by a felon, and violating 
his probation, according to 
court documents.

Torres is currently be-
ing held at Santa Rita Jail 
without bail.      

Resolution Omitted Facts
Editor,

Oakland's City Council passes a 
cease-fire resolution on November 
27, that shamefully omitted critical 
facts.

Shame, for Shame that the 
Oakland City Council rebuked 
Israel's bombing of Gaza, but didn't 
mention Hamas' murder of 1200 
Israelis and kidnapping of 240 
hostages.

Shame, for Shame that the 
resolution calls for a cease fire, but 
didn't mention that cease fire ex-
isted until October 7, when Hamas 

initiated its brutal attack.
Shame, for Shame that Oak-

land's resolution blames only 
Israel for thousands of Gazans' 
deaths, but didn't mention that 
Hamas purposefully located its 
military equipment and com-
mand centers in and near schools, 
hospitals and residential buildings 
specifically to use civilians as 
human shields.

Shame, for Shame that the 
resolution failed to acknowledge 
Hamas' intent was to cause damage 
to its own people in an attempt to 
generate anti-Israel sentiment, like 

that exhibited at the Oakland City 
Council meeting on November 27.

Shame, for Shame that Oak-
land's City Council members have 
become Hamas'useful idiots.

Bruce Joffe
Piedmont

Ban Bunker Busters
Editor,

The U.S. is providing bun-
ker-buster bombs to Israel, WSJ 
Dec. 2. We should not be pro-
viding any bombs to Israel for 
bombing from the air. No one 
wants to deny Israel, me includ-
ed, the right to destroy Hamas’s 
control of Gaza. Hamas deserves it 
after what they did Oct. 7th. How-
ever, the air bombing of civilian 
infrastructure is immoral, against 
Jewish teachings, and the U.S. 
should not support such bombing 
in any way.

The IDF has to do it the hard 
way, ground invasion with street-
to-street and tunnel fighting. Yes, 
this endangers more IDF soldiers’ 
lives, but that’s their job – defend 
Israel. The massive bombing 

of Germany in WWII did little 
to halt German war production. 
Even Operation Tidal Wave, the 
bombing of Romanian oil fields, 
only slowed production of oil for 
the German war machine for a few 
weeks.

What stopped Germany was 
the ground invasions from Russia 
and France. The bombing did hurt 
the Luftwaffe, which enabled the 
ground invasions as the Allies 
achieved air superiority, but Hamas 
doesn’t have an air force, so its 
hard to see how Israel can pos-
sibly justify destroying civilian 
cities from the air. The U.S. should 
demand that Israel stop bombing 
from the air in exchange for our 
assistance.

Don Siefkes
San Leandro

Dismissal of Principal 
Unsubstantiated

Dear Editor,
Is there clarity on the leadership 

at San Leandro High School? Since 
Dr. Ronald Richardson’s unexpect-
ed dismissal, it feels as though San 

Leandro High School lacks proper 
leadership. 

I’ve thoroughly reviewed the 
report that was published and 
found nothing substantial to justify 
the treatment of our esteemed 
principal, who served for near-
ly a decade. I am curious about 
the decision-makers behind the 
removal of a principal mid-school 
year, especially based on unver-
ified claims, supposedly leaving 
his brother to continue without 
addressing the situation. 

The recent school board meet-
ing highlighted a lack of compre-
hensive investigation, failing to 
engage the most affected parties —
students, teachers, and parents. The 
Richardsons, highly respected 
figures, deserve better treatment. 
I’m concerned this decision didn't 
prioritize the students, our vital 
stakeholders. Additionally, I’ve yet 
to learn about any follow-up from 
McLaughlin’s pledge to reassess 
this situation, which appears in-
creasingly questionable.

Tanya Forsberg
San Leandro

Speakers: City Council meeting
disrupted by shouting from audience
continued from front page

see SPEAKERS, page 11

the pursuit of peaceful solu-
tions to conflicts.”

The City Council has taken 
a position before on world 
events. In March 2022, the 
council proposed an emergen-
cy resolution that criticized 
Russia’s attack on Ukraine. 
This October, San Leandro 
approved a resolution con-
demning violence against the 
Kuki Christian community in 
Manapore, India.

During the meeting, mem-
bers of the audience would pe-
riodically burst into disruptive 
shouts for change, prompting 
Mayor Juan González to fre-
quently call for order and even 
ask those protesters to remove 
themselves from the chamber.

The City Council was 
mixed in approaching the 
complex situation, as some 
council members doubted a 
resolution would enact change 
at the national level. Several 

council members were even 
driven to tears or exasper-
ation recounting their own 
experiences of anti-Semitism, 
Islamophobia, and/or racism.

“This situation is particu-
larly complicated. It goes back 
many, many years,” Mayor 
González said. “I think that 
to really get to something that 
is genuinely representative of 
our community. We really do 
need to work together.”

magazine inside the stolen 
vehicle driven by Camacho. 
He was charged by the dis-
trict attorney on Nov. 29 with 
homicide, robbery, assault 
with a firearm, auto theft, and 
weapons violations. 

The other suspect in the 
shooting was already in cus-
tody. He was identified shortly 
after the shooting by detec-
tives as 25-year-old Alexis 
Garcia of Oakland. 

Garcia was arrested on 
Oct. 27 by California Highway 
Patrol officers following a 
vehicle pursuit that started in 
Oakland. He was subsequent-
ly charged by the Alameda 

County District Attorney’s 
Office with homicide, robbery, 
assault with a firearm, and 
weapons violations.

When officers arrived at 
the scene of the shooting on 
Oct. 25 they found two gun-
shot victims in the barbershop. 
One was treated for minor 
injuries at the scene. The 
second victim, co-owner of 
the barbershop Jonathan Clay, 
suffered from gunshot wounds 
and was pronounced deceased 
by medical personal. 

Video footages showed 
two suspects enter the shop 
and both brandished fire-
arms to commit a robbery, 
police said. The suspects pis-

tol-whipped Clay and forcibly 
removed personal belongings 
from him. 

During the robbery, Clay 
was able to draw a firearm and 
discharge it at the suspects, ac-
cording to police. The suspects 
both fired their weapons, kill-
ing Clay, and fled the scene. 

Even though cr iminal 
charges have been filed, San 
Leandro police continue to urge 
anyone with additional infor-
mation regarding this incident 
to contact them via any of the 
following methods: Detective 
T. Perry at (510)577-3235, 
anonymous tip line at (510)577-
3278, or text-to-tip at 888777 
(keyword: TipSLPolice). 
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Mobile Home: Property owners say charges are comparable to elsewhere 
continued from front page

A resident at Trailer Haven questions the high cost of electricity and water in 
a small mobile home. 

PHOTO BY MIKE McGUIRE

Speakers: Council gives itself a raise 
continued from page 11

Douglas Morrisson The-
ater Chorus will present a hol-
iday concert with sacred and 
secular music to celebrate the 
season at the Douglas Morris-
son Theater, 22311 Third St. in 
Hayward. Performances will 
be on Friday Dec. 8, at 8 p.m.; 

and Sunday Dec. 10, at 2 p.m. 
To purchase tickets visit doug-
lasmorrisson.thundertix.com 
or at the HARD district office 
at 1099 E St. in Hayward. Call 
510-881-6700 for assistance 
if needed. Tickets will not be 
available at the door.

Douglas Morrisson Chorus
Presents Holiday Concert

their own dwellings, but they 
pay rent for the “pad,” the 
concrete slab the mobile home 
sits on. 

Rivera said she is planning 
to go to small claims court to 
try to recover any overcharges.

But the mobile home park 
operators say the charges are 
fair, and comparable to what 
people elsewhere pay for elec-
tricity, gas and water.

At Trailer Haven, sub-me-
ters measure water and electric 
usage. The tenants are billed 
by the mobile home park 
owner, Monte Christo Com-
munities. The company then 
pays a single bill for the entire 
park to Pacific Gas & Electric. 
The park provides water for 

tenants from its own well. 
Rivera believes that she is 

being charged for electricity 
based on a sub-meter that does 
not attach to her unit, and sits 
a distance from it. Because 
the park holds the account 
with PG&E, a resident can’t 
check charges with the utility, 
she said.

Rivera is also concerned 
about the safety of the well 
water, which she only bathes 
in but doesn’t drink. 

Her mother, with whom 
she shares her unit, does drink 
the water, and is suffering 
health problems Rivera as-
cribes to the water. Rivera 
is also investigating health 
problems she believes may 
be linked to the water, which 

she said discolors her skin 
in blotches if she uses it for 
bathing.

Neighbors report the same 
discoloration effect, and she 
says several former neighbors 
have died at relatively young 
ages. She conceded she can’t 
prove that is linked to the 
water.

Brockton Kaveny, director 
of business development for 
Monte Christo Communities, 
says that the water is quite 
safe, and that tests of it are sent 
regularly to the state Division 
of Drinking Water, which reg-
ulates public drinking water in 
California.

The state official who gets 
those tests results said the tests 
showed the water was safe 
to drink. The lab had tested 
recently for bacteria and nu-
merous industrial chemicals, 
including benzene, believed 
used in industries that were 
formerly located nearby.

The water, Kaveny said, 
compares well with EBMUD 
water both in its purity and 
price. 

City Councilmember Ce-
lina Reynes, whose District 1 
includes Trailer Haven, said 

she is concerned about the 
issues Rivera and other mobile 
home park residents raise. She 
is contacting Rivera to see 
what help she can get from 
local agencies, and is also 
pushing tenant protections, 
regardless of type of dwelling, 
before the council. 

Currently, state laws limit 
apartment and house rent 
increases, but exempt mo-
bile home park residents. In 
San Leandro, though, a local 
ordinance passed in 2019 
limits mobile home park rent 
increases.

A group of residents at the 
Mission Bay Mobile Home 
Park at 15333 Wicks Blvd. has 
similar complaints of over-
charges other than rent. They 
also complain that rents go up 
by more than is allowed when-
ever there is a new tenant, and 
that there is no enforcement 
mechanism for the city’s mo-

bile home park rent ordinance.
Deborah Acosta, president 

of the Mission Bay Residents 
Association, said that rising 
rents lower the resale value 
of a mobile home should the 
owner decide to move. 

Acosta said that mobile 
home rents might seem low 
compared to apartment or 
house rents, but mobile home 
residents are only paying to 
rent a small patch of land, not 
their dwelling. They likely 
have a second set of payments 
due on the unit itself.

Acosta also said it’s not 
true that mobile home owners 
can easily go someplace else 
if the rent is too high. 

“It costs upwards of $4,000 
to physically move a mobile 
home,” she said.

Acosta’s group wrote the 

City of San Leandro last year, 
asking for a number of revi-
sions in the mobile home park 
ordinance to protect tenant’s 
rights. They renewed that call 
at a public meeting on housing 
protections held October 25. 

One of the protections 
being sought would be to 
give residents the right to buy 
the park if the current owners 
want to sell, usually to a cor-
poration. 

“When a corporation 
comes in, the first thing they 
do is raise the rents,” Acosta 
said. 

She added that the business 
press touts mobile harm parks 
as a “can’t-miss investment,” 
with high rates of return es-
pecially once rents are raised, 
and it being expensive for 
tenants to leave if they object.

As an alternative to issu-
ing an immediate resolution, 
the council agreed to set up 
a group to study and educate 
the community on how the 
United States can best support 
reconciliation, democracy, and 
equality for all residents.

Pay Raises and Police 
Review Members

In other City news, the 
City Council voted 6-1 to 
increase its pay, with Coun-
cilman Pete Ballew opposing. 

The raise will take effect 
on January 1, 2025. Compen-
sation for council members 
is expected to increase from 
$1,323 to $1,900 monthly. The 
mayor’s base compensation 
would jump from $2,646 to 
$3,800.

Council Makes More Eligi-
ble for Police Review Board

The council unanimously 
voted (7-0) to amend the Com-
munity Police Review Board’s 
(CPRB) two dedicated student 
positions. 

Following debate last 
month, the student positions 
would be reclassified as 
“youth” positions, for which 
any resident of the City of San 
Leandro between the ages of 
14 to 22 years old would be 
eligible to serve, rather than 
the current structure that limits 
those two seats to legal adults 
between the ages of 18 to 22 
and who must be enrolled in 
school.

The new “youth” seats 
would also serve as “ex-offi-
cio” board members, meaning 
they would not have their 

votes counted (although their 
vote could be solicited as an 
advisory vote to the board), 
nor would their attendance or 
lack of attendance at CPRB 
meetings impact the quorum 
or majority requirements as-
sociated with the functioning 
of the board.

510-483-0123510-483-0123
www.santos-robinson.com

CA LIC. FD-81

FUNERAL AND CREMATIONFUNERAL AND CREMATION
PROFESSIONALSPROFESSIONALS

Traditional Services • Cremation Options
Pre-Arrangements

Serving All Faiths and Cultures

SANTOS-ROBINSON MORTUARYSANTOS-ROBINSON MORTUARY
Supporting Local Churches and Families for Over 90 Years
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November 22, 1949 ~ November 20, 2023
  James Michael Antaki (73), of 
Castro Valley, unfortunately passed 
away from cancer on November 20, 
2023. He was surrounded by family 
& friends as he took his last breath. 
James, fondly known as Jimmy or 
“Clark Griswold”, was born to Mitch-
ell & Bonita Antaki, on November 22, 
1949, in Sacramento, California, & 
grew up in the Bay Area & is survived 
by his wife Jan, daughters Kristina 
((Ian Wolfe), Elizabeth (Chris Zukoski), sisters Cathy Brent, 
Bev Lovell & Judy Irmen & many nieces & nephews. 
Jimmy was best-known for his warm heart & generous spirit. 
His kindness extended to his family, friends & colleagues, 
creating a ripple effect of goodwill that touched many lives. 
His sense of humor, wisdom, & genuine nature will be dearly 
missed by all who had the privilege of knowing him.  As we 
bid farewell to a beloved husband, father, brother & esteemed 
chemist/pyrotechnician, let us remember Jim for the lasting 
legacy of love he leaves behind.
A celebration of life for Jimmy will be held on December 8 th , 2023, 
at 166 East Lane, Alamo, California (his sister Cathy’s house) 
from 12-3PM (an Open House).

James M. Antaki
In loving Memory

You are the last step in quality control. Proof your ad carefully!
Double check your address and phone number.

❏  OK to print as is
❏  OK to print w/ changes

(510) 614-1555          FAX (510) 483-4209

AD PROOFSan Leandro Times
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 Thomas Francis Brackett was born in 
Oakland, California on December 17, 
1941 to Thomas and Margaret Brackett 
during the blackouts of World War II. He 
passed away peacefully of heart failure 
at Eden Hospital in Castro Valley, one 
month before his 82nd birthday on 
November 17, 2023. Tom was surrounded 
by his loving family and friends during 
his final days. 

 Tom was employed at Kellogg Cereal Company in San 
Leandro since 1962. He retired in 1995 as a Plant Engineer. 
He was a lifetime member of Local 211 of the American 
Federation of Grain Millers. He was a dedicated member 
of the Oakland Raiders Booster Club. He was an honorary 
lifetime member of the San Jose Postcard Club and a member 
of the San Francisco-Bay Area Postcard Club as well.
 
 Tom is survived by his sister Marie Plumb of Walnut 
Creek, his three sons; Tom (Dawn), Richard and Steve, and 
four grandchildren; Carina, Aerielle, Keely and Tommy, as 
well as an extended family and dear friends.

 A memorial service will be held at 12 noon, Monday, 
December 18, 2023 at Holy Sepulchre Funeral Center, 1051 
Harder Road, Hayward. 

Thomas Francis Brackett
December 17, 1941 ~ November 17, 2023
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Alameda County firefighters along with the Oakland 
Fire Department extinguished a fire in a garage on 
Bristol Avenue on Friday evening. Below, a fire 
fighter works on the garage fire. 

PHOTOS COURTESY ALAMEDA COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Both the Alameda County 
and the Oakland fire depart-
ments responded to a garage 
fire in the 100 block of Bristol 
Ave in San Leandro just after 
4:30 p.m. last Friday.

The fire started in the de-
tached garage and traveled 
to the main house in the attic 
area. Crews were able to put it 
out quickly.

An elderly woman was 
inside and was able to get 
out. No one was injured. The 
cause of the fire is under in-
vestigation.

At the same time, EBMUD 
was called due to a water 
main break on the same street 
around the same time as the 
fire. The agency is looking into 
what caused the break.

Garage Fire Put 
Out on Bristol

Get into the spirit of the 
season on AC Transit’s free 
Holiday Bus. 

During the month of De-
cember AC Transit is running 
a specially wrapped Holi-
day Bus – and the rides are 
free – on different local lines 
throughout the East Bay. 

The tradition of a free-
ride Holiday bus began in 
1963, just three years after 
AC Transit began service. This 
year’s bus takes lines from the 
popular holiday tune, “Jingle 
Bells,” one of the best known, 
and commonly sung American 
songs in the world. 

Different bus routes are 
highlighted in festive orna-

Ride AC Transit’s 
Free Holiday Bus

ments all over the bus. See if 
you can spot your line. 

As an added thank you to 
riders, AC Transit has created 
some festive Holiday Bus 
gifts. While you’re on the 
Holiday Bus, grab a mini pa-
per bus (while supplies last) 
or some paper-chain orna-
ments and gift tags, available 
throughout the fleet or at the 
AC Transit Customer Service 
Center in Oakland. 

“We’re looking forward to 
more rides in 2024 and many 
journeys together on the roads 
of the East Bay with you,” said 
AC Transit. “Wishing you joy 
and happiness on your holiday 
journeys.”

Senior Q&A: Consider Tax Savvy Gifts 
To Family Without Incurring a Gift Tax 
  Q.  Last year around this 
time, you wrote an article on 
year-end gift planning, but I 
cannot find the copy I saved. 
My wife and I are considering 
making large gifts to our two 
children to help them remodel 
their homes, and we would 
like to do so in a way that is 
“tax wise”. Can you publish it 
again, please?

   A.  Sure, and I have actually 
updated it with the new Gift 
amounts for this year and next. 
Many people mistakenly be-
lieve that one cannot gift more 
than $17,000 per year / person 
without incurring a gift tax. 
Not so! In fact, an individual 
can currently gift more than 
$12 million during his or her 
lifetime without incurring a 
gift tax! Here is the way gift 
taxes work:
Annual Exclusion Gifts: No 
Gift Tax Return Required:

  1) $17,000 Per Year: The 
federal tax law permits you 
to make an Annual Exclusion 
Gift Amount, i.e. the amount 
that may be gifted to any per-
son without filing a Gift Tax 
Return. In 2023, it is $17,000 
per recipient, and in 2024 
it increases to $18,000 per 
recipient. Such gifts are called 
Annual Exclusion Amount 
Gifts (“AEA Gifts”) and you 
can make such gifts to as many 

Gifts Above the Annual 
Exclusion: Gift Tax 
Return Required

  1) Lifetime Exemption: 
If you choose to make gifts 
above the Annual Exclusion 
Amount (“AEA”), then you 
can still make them gift tax 
free by using a portion of your 
Lifetime Exemption (aka, the 
“Unified Credit”). That Life-
time Exemption is currently 
$12.92 million per person 
for U.S. citizens in 2023, but 
increases to $13.61 million per 
person next year (2024). AEA 
gifts do not count against this 
exemption, and they can be 
made in addition to Lifetime 
Exemption gifts.  Also, by 
making a timely election 
after the death of a spouse, the 
surviving spouse can opt to 
preserve the deceased spouse’s 
unused Lifetime Exemption 
for the survivor’s own later use, 
thereby effectively doubling it. 
This is called “portability” and 
would allow a married couple-- 
beginning next year (2024) 
-- to effectively give away 
$27.22 Million over their two 
lifetimes without incurring any 
gift or estate tax. Caution: This 
generous Lifetime Exemption 
is set to “sunset” (end) for those 
persons dying after 12/31/2025, 
and to then return to the prior 
much lower exemption, unless 
Congress extends the current 
exemptions contained in the 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017. 
That prior, lower exemption 
would be only $5 million per 
person plus an inflation add-on.
  2) Gift Tax Return:  To the 
extent that your gifts exceed 
the Annual Exclusion Amount, 
you must file a Gift Tax Re-
turn. But no gift tax would be 

persons as you 
wish each year, 
provided that 
you make only 
one such annu-
al gift to each 
gift recipient. 
No Gift Tax Return is required 
for these gifts.
  2) “Doubling Up”:  If you 
and your wife are in a position 
to do so, together you can 
actually double that amount 
for each gift recipient. So, 
together, you could gift a total 
of $34,000 to each child in 
year 2023, without the need to 
file a Gift Tax Return or incur 
any gift tax.
  3) “Year End Straddle”: If 
you act before the end of this 
current year (2023), you could 
each gift $17,000 to each child 
($17K X 2 = $34,000). Then, 
on or after January 1, 2024, 
you and your wife could do the 
same thing once again, albeit at 
the higher rate of $18,000 per 
child, as you would then be in 
a different tax year.  So, over 
the course of a period as short 
as a calendar week – provided 
that the week straddles both 
the last days of this year and 
the early days of next year -- 
the two of you could, together, 
gift away a total of $70K 
($34K in 2023), plus ($36K in 
2024) without the need to file 
a Gift Tax Return or use any 
of your lifetime exemptions. I 
call this strategy the “Year-End 
Gift Straddle”.

By Gene L. Osofsky, Esq.
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

due so long as your cumulative 
gifts are less than the Lifetime 
Exemption. Reason for the Gift 
Tax Return: the IRS wants to 
track your use of your lifetime 
exemption, so that it knows 
how much you have left to 
use upon death. Example: if 
you used $1 million of your 
lifetime exemption to make 
gifts during your lifetime, then 
your remaining exemption to 
apply against estate taxes upon 
death would be $1 million less. 
Remember, though, that gifts 
within the AEA exclusion do 
not count against your Lifetime 
Exemption.
  3) Rules May Be Different 
for Non-US Citizens: Note that 
the rules for persons who are 
not U.S. Citizens may be dif-
ferent. Consult your tax advisor 
if you are in this group.
  Caution:  Before making 
large gifts, be sure that you 
can afford to do so. If there is 
a possibility that either of you 
may need to apply for a Me-
di-Cal subsidy for Long Term 
Care in the near future, you 
should first consult an Elder 
Law Attorney or other profes-
sional with special knowledge 
about the Medi-Cal program, 
as such gifts – depending 
upon when and how they were 
made– may impair your eligi-
bility for a Medi-Cal subsidy 
unless they were handled in a 
very special manner.
  Gene L. Osofsky is an 
elder law and estate planning 
attorney who has been helping 
East Bay families for over 30 
years with Trusts, Powers of 
Attorney, Probate, Medi-Cal 
Planning, and related matters. 
Visit LawyerForSeniors.com, 
or call (510) 247-2555.

Hope Hospice Offers 
Free Grief Workshop
  For people who are pro-
cessing the loss of a loved 
one, the winter holiday season 
can be painful. Experiencing 
grief at this time may inten-
sify feelings of loneliness or 
anxiety about being asked 
how you are coping. You may 
feel disinclined to participate 
in holiday gatherings to avoid 
such questions, or because you 
feel lost without your loved one 
by your side.
  Hope Hospice offers this 
one-hour workshop next 
Thursday, December 14, from 
2 to 3pm as a safe space to 
discuss the unique consider-

ations of grieving during the 
winter holiday season. We also 
will talk about how to prepare 
for gatherings that you choose 
to attend, as well as spending 
time alone to honor the memo-
ry of your loved one privately.
  Although this workshop is 
offered over Zoom, space is 
still limited due to the interac-
tive nature of the presentation. 
There is no charge to attend. 
Choose from one of following 
dates; the program is the same. 
To register, call our Grief Sup-
port Department at (925) 829-
8770 or submit an inquiry form 
at: HopeHospice.com/grief.
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