THE SELF-RIGHTOUSNESS APPROACH

Luke 15:1-32

I. THE PEOPLE.   Luke 15:1-2

A. The Publicans and Sinners. (Verse 1) Our Lord’s previous instruction repulsed the religious leaders while people of status were generally uninterested. However, “publicans and sinners” were drawn to him. They were the despised of society with no pretense of righteousness. These outcasts found hope in our Lord’s message. 
B. The Pharisees and Scribes. (Verse 2) The “Pharisees and scribes murmured.” They frequently murmured rather than directly approaching the Lord Jesus, but please note the foolishness of their charge. They said, “This man receiveth sinners…” Truer words have never been spoken, this was not a reason for complaint; it was a matter of rejoicing.  The Pharisees murmured because they did not see themselves as sinners. If they had possessed more wisdom and demonstrated more humility Jesus Christ would have received them too!
II. THE PARABLES.  Luke 15:3-32  

A. The Lost Sheep.  (Verses 3-7) 

1. The Wandering Sheep. (Verses 3-4a) Domestic sheep are not strong, swift or smart. They tend to wander where they are in danger of predators and they cannot usually find their way back to safety of the fold. People like sheep are prone to wander.
2. The Wonderful Shepherd. (Verses 4b-7) The shepherd knows his sheep and he understands the perils that lurk beyond the fold. He leaves the ninety-nine to find the one lost sheep. When it is found, he places it upon his shoulders and returns home rejoicing. Jesus Christ is the “good shepherd” (John 10:11) and he rejoices when one lost sinner is brought into the safety of his fold. “Likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.” The Pharisees thought themselves above repentance, but they were wrong (Luke 13:3, 5).
Isaiah 9:6, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” 

Luke 13:3, “I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.”
B. The Lost Silver.  (Verses 8-10)   
1. Distress. (Verse 8a) This second parable concerns a woman’s distress when one of ten coins is lost. Coins are frequently pulled by gravity into dark, dirty places. In like fashion people are like coins.
2. Diligence. (Verse 8b) The woman is not content that nine coins are secure. She lights a candle and thoroughly sweeps the house in search of the one lost coin. In the same way, the Holy Spirit searches diligently for one lost sinner.
3. Delight. (Verses 9-10)  The coin is very valuable to the woman in the parable. When it is found she rejoices with her friends. The lost soul is very valuable to our Lord. He paid a tremendous price for that soul and he demonstrated his love. When a sinner repents, the angels rejoice with God.
C. The Lost Sons.  (Verses 11-32) Men are lost, as sons are lost – through rebellion, pride and self-will. In context, the elder son illustrates the Pharisees and scribes. The younger son illustrates the publicans and sinners. 
1. The Scandalous Son. (Verses 11-24) 

(a) The Far Horizons. (Verses 11-16)  The younger son’s temptation was the world. He longed for far away places. His request was “Father, give me.” “And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living.” With his substance gone, so were his fair weather friends. He took a job slopping the hogs, but soon he was so desperate that he contemplated eating “the husks that the swine did eat.” 
(b) The Father’s House. (Verses 17-24)

i. What the Prodigal Decided. (Verses 17-19) When “he came to himself,” he thought of his father’s house. He decided to go home and plead for any work. This parable, as the others, concerns repentance. The son desired an opportunity to confess to his father, “I have sinned.” His request had been “give me,” but now it was “make me.”
ii. What the Prodigal Discovered. (Verses 20-24) So, the prodigal made his way back to his father’s house. He left in pride; he returned in humility. “But…his father had compassion.” The son said, “I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son.” The father restored the prodigal son and there was a celebration in the house. The prodigal had probably thought of his father as too strict, but he discovered his father’s great grace. The whole story is a picture of the ruin and redemption of Adam’s race.
Isaiah 65:24, “And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear.”

2. The Sanctimonious Son. (Verses 25-32)

(a) His Simple Discovery. (Verses 25-27) The elder son returned home from his work and discovered a celebration. He learned that his younger brother had returned home.
(b) His Sinful Displeasure. (Verse 28) The elder son became angry. He had hated his younger brother for leaving, but now he hated him for returning. The elder brother refused to go in, so, his father “came out and entreated him.” The father loved the elder son as much as he loved the prodigal.
(c) His Surly Disposition. (Verses 29-31) The elder son aired his grief. Angered by his father’s compassion, he declared his own righteousness and condemned his younger brother’s indiscretions. The father replied, “Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine.” This part of the parable clearly illustrated the scribes and Pharisees. Israel had a special place in the purposes of God.
(d) His Seeming Decision. (Verse 32) This parable ends with the father pleading for his elder son to come into the house. Our Lord did not finish the story. Jewish leaders still had the opportunity to repent. However, the Bible records that they did not.
Matthew 21:31b, “…Jesus saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That the publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before you.”
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