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The Epistle 
 
 

“Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

(Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians 1:2) 

God is Still Speaking 
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FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH! 
This Advent Cheryl W. is leading Advent 
classes to help our children and youth 
learn about nativity. Each Sunday there 
will be a Sunday School class focused on 
the nativity. Children and youth will  
explore the Christmas story with crafts 
and explore the church to find costumes 
for Christmas Eve. Children and youth 
are invited to come to church at 6:15 on 
Christmas Eve and get their costumes on 
to greet people with a living nativity. 
 

ADVENT STUDY 
This Advent we will be reading and discussing The 
Liberating Birth of  Jesus by Lee Van Ham. We will 
meet on Monday nights at Holy  
Communion Episcopal Church at 6pm 
for dinner and 6:30 for discussion 
about the book. Pastor Kelli is  
ordering five hard copies of  the book 
and it is fairly cheap on Kindle. Please 
join us for this Advent study. 

Join us at 7pm 
for Lessons 
and Carols!  

CHRISTMAS PLANS! 
This year Christmas Day falls on a Sunday!  
The Deacons and Pastor Kelli thought it would still be important to gather and worship, but 
maybe do something fun too! 
 
On Christmas morning we will gather for worship at 10:30 am! Our worship will be a  
collaboration of  our Intermountain Association. What this means is that all the churches in our 
Association are contributing something to a video worship. Rumor has it Pastor Kelli may appear 
in an acting role as someone who was involved in the birth of  Jesus! We hope this will be fun and 
lively and less than 45 minutes! We will be watching our Christmas worship in the sanctuary and 
sharing the link for those of  you unable to get to the church due to snow or travel. 
For those who are able to get to the church on Christmas morning, who may enjoy fellowship, 
we would like to share a Christmas brunch. Please RSVP so we can have enough food and maybe 
something fun for the kids! 

http://www.firstrockucc.org
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Monday mornings at 
10 am. Join us in the 
Pilgrim Room when 

we make a pot of  
coffee and discuss 

the Gospel of   
Matthew.  

PONDERING PASTOR...WHAT ARE YOU GIVING FOR CHRISTMAS?  

Have you started thinking about what you will be getting the people on your Christmas 
list? I read an article last summer that has made me rethink what kinds of  gifts to give. 
That article was “Clothed with Joy” by Dana Allen Walsh in the Christian Century June 29, 
2022. Her point was that we may not need as much new stuff  as we think--particularly 
clothing. 

Many people are turning to thrift stores to meet not just daily needs but their fashion  
desires. What I hear from the folks at Broadway Bargains is that things have been busy! 
People shop thrift stores for economic reasons but more and more people are actually 
turning to thrift stores for environmental reasons. In her article Walsh reminds us that: 

“[e]ach year, clothes release half  a million tons of  microfibers into the ocean,  
equivalent to more than 50 billion plastic bottles. It takes 2,700 liters of  water to 
make a single cotton shirt. And fewer than 2 percent of  garment workers earn a  
living wage.” 

When we consider the social and environmental costs of  Christmas gifts, it may give us 
pause to wonder if  we intend to give all that other stuff  that we do not necessarily see  
attached to the package.  

When I think about the people on my Christmas list, what I really want them to have at 
Christmas is the sense of  being loved and cared for. That does not always mean stuff. It 
might be something they need for work or school. It might mean a charitable donation in 
their name. It might even be a service done to others that spreads the Christmas spirit. 

As we prepare to celebrate Christmas (which starts on December 24th) let us plan our  
celebrations to truly honor the Savior of  the world. The Savior who came that we may 
better know God and who came to save all of  creation!  

 

May Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy Be Yours, 

Pastor Kelli 

Christmas Caroling 

December 18th 3 pm. FCC is invited to 
join Holy Communion for caroling to 

local nursing homes. 
Gather at Holy 

Communion at 3 pm 
to join the carpools 

and song! 
 



Pub  
Theology 

December 15, 2022 
This month we will meet at Los Cabos at  

6 p.m. and we will be joined by our friends at 
Holy Communion! 

WHO DOESN’T LOVE FREE PIE?! 
Be sure to join us on  

Wednesday, December 21st at Noon  

for Lunch & Pie! 
They offer free pie 

on Wednesdays! 
YUMMM! 

Scriptures for December 
December 4—Esther 4:1-17 and Matthew 16:13-20 

December 11—Isaiah 42:1-9 and Matthew 12:15-21 

December 18—Isaiah 40:3-5 and Matthew 1:18-25 

December 24—Lessons and Carols 

December 25 —John 1 

Thank You to all who helped at 
the Bazaar! 

There are too many of you who helped to 
name! This year rather than a single 
“leader” we all took the “lead” in our area 
of the bazaar! After the cost of food and 
the 10% we tithe to Our Church’s Wider 
Mission. Our 2022 Bazaar brought in 
$3658.55 to meet the budget needs of 
the church. 

5 FOR 5 RESULTS! 
Thank You to all who came to the 5 For 5 Spaghetti Fundraiser in October. The Mission Board 
has met and split the money raised for the 5 national offerings in the following way: 

 $300 to the Christmas Fund, providing retirement and emergency support to clergy and 
lay church employees. This is usually collected in December. 

 $770 to One Great Hour of  Sharing which supports global missions and disaster relief  
among other ministries. This is usually collected in Lent. 

 $100 to Strengthen the Church which supports youth ministries and church growth. This 
is usually collected at Pentecost. 

 $415 to Neighbors in Need which supports local UCC congregations with local mission. 
Usually collected in October. 

The Mission Board will forward these amounts to the UCC at the time the offering is normally 
taken in 2022-2023. At those times we will provide a mission moment providing you with more 
information about how the offerings are used. You will have the opportunity to contribute to  
individual offerings if  you wish to do so. 
 
During our annual budget process our church designates funds to Our Church’s Wider Mission 
(OCWM). OCWM is the money we share to help fund the Conference and National settings of  
the UCC, as well as other ministries on behalf  of  the UCC. 
 
Please visit the 5 for 5 bulletin board in Fellowship Hall for more information on these offerings! 



 

PRAISE BE TO GOD! 

 
Have you seen the restored cross?!? 

 
In an effort to stop the leaking in our sanctuary roof, the Trustees have seen to 
the completion of  a very large project! In October, fifty-two years after it was 
first installed on the roof, the cross was taken down by a 120 ton crane donated 
by the John Bunning Transfer Company! 

 
The cross was then taken to Hager Industries LLC. Over the years of  Wyoming 
winters water had gotten into the cross, and frozen creating ruptures in the steel 
tubing. The cross was re-welded in places and drain holes were installed to  
prevent future damage. The cross was sandblasted and repainted. 

 
On October 21, Blatter Construction replaced the skylight that had been original 
to the building. The new skylight is tinted and clear. The curtain we had pulled 
across the old skylight for worship streaming is now rolled back and we can see 
the sky and the cross from inside the sanctuary! 

 
On November 14, 2022 Blatter Construction and Bunning’s crew returned to  
replace the cross back on our roof. It was all quite the event! More photos and 
video coming soon!  



Don't forget to register and 

use  www.smile.amazon.com  when  

shopping online.  Register  

First Congregational Church,   

Rock Springs, WY  

as your charity of  choice and we will  

receive a rebate on every purchase  

you make. 

Quarter 2 donations=$30.83 

Thank You…. 
To the Trustees (John C., Rennard J., Liz S.) for coordinating roof  work! 

Julie G. for helping cover the pulpit and Communion table during construction! 
The Deacons and others who helped decorate the sanctuary for Advent! 

To Cheryl W. for preparing Advent Sunday School for our children and youth! 
To the Cub Scouts for their donation to the food pantry following their food collection! 

To Linden O. for tending to the electronic locks to the church! 
Jan Z. for the lovely Thanksgiving cornucopia in worship! 
To all of  our members who work at Broadway Bargains! 

SEEKING VOLUNTEERS 
St. Christopher’s Highway is in need of  
volunteers. Volunteers take the phone 
for a week (or part of) and answer the 

phone from 7am-9pm. St. Christopher's 
helps people who are traveling through 

our area get back on the road so they do 
not become homeless here. Training is 

provided. Most of  the work can be done 
by phone but it is best to be in town  

because dropping off  gas or food cards, 
or food bags, to people in Rock Springs 

is sometimes required. Talk to Pastor 
Kelli if  you may be interested. 

 

CHRISTMAS COLLECTIONS 

There are two offerings we take 
in the month of  December. 
The first one is the UCC  
Christmas Fund, to support  
retired clergy and lay employees. 
This year our congregation will 
give $300  and any amount you 
give to this offering by  
December 18th to the  
Christmas Fund. 

 
The second Christmas offering we take will be taken 
on Christmas Eve. This will go to our discretionary 
fund and support the emergency needs of 
neighbors in Sweetwater County. 

http://www.smile.amazon.com/


Don’t forget about our 

church book checkout cart 

in the Pilgrim Room.  

There is something for  

everyone to enjoy! 

Please drop tabs off at the church. 

 

Pick up the tab for the  

Ronald McDonald House  

Intermountain Area! 

COLLECTING CANS  
AND BOTTLES  

We continue to collect cans and  
bottles for recycling. The funds from this 

collection are add to our  
discretionary fund.  
 

*Remember to take 
your tabs off the cans 
and bring them to the 
office for the Ronald 
McDonald House.* 

 
A new suicide  

prevention number is in 
place nationwide! 

 

ANNUAL MEETING 

JANUARY 29, 2023 

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE BY  

DECEMBER 31, 2022 


