The Paint Spot Newsletter
(July 2014)


Ok, it's July 3rd and I've decided to completely re-write the newsletter. My dear friend Karl Selander, this one's for you......

Back in the early 1980's I bought a body and paint shop in South Gate California from a gentleman named Jacinto Ali. The name of the shop was "One Way Body & Paint" and it was located on a busy street (Imperial hwy). Long story short, he sold me the shop and all its contents, then agreed to stay long enough to teach me the business, which ended up being a couple of years. In learning body work specifically, I quickly learned to lean on one tool in particular that Jacinto had purchased twenty years earlier. This air tool was the only one at the time (and to date) that I could rely on to actually get perfect results. It was the "ATCOA Viking inline dual piston sander". He had two of them in the shop and one of them didn't work. That tool got me out of so many situations that I couldn't begin to count them, and I really started worrying that I had no back up. I made a few calls about getting the broken one fixed, and soon got in touch with a man named Karl Selander who was located right up the fwy in Pasadena. He came out, introduced himself, and took the tool away for repair. A couple days later he was back with the old ATCOA Viking looking good. He went over some maintenance issues and "track adjustment" procedures, billed me and left. This information lead to the reasons why the tool had failed in the first place, and today I still have them both (along with 6 more that I've picked up at swap meets and yard sales....and fixed). During these early years and even more recent with employees tools, I've used every counterfeit copy known to man, and ALL with absolutely miserable results compared to the ATCOA. I don't care where you buy it or how much you pay, nothing will achieve (not even close) the results you'll easily get with the original ATCOA Viking. 
There is an American made version of an inline sander that mechanically is a good tool named "Hutchins" (which sells for $300.00 to $400.00). I had 2 of them, threw one across a parking lot in fit of rage, and gave the other one away (hey JR.....you still got that piece of crap?). The number one problem with the Hutchins is the way its made..........it will literally wear out your arm in less than 10 minutes max........and I've got decent size arms! Number two, the results produced with the Hutchins equals what you get with the counterfeit ATCOA copies..........it sucks! You'll find it 10 times faster to just do your work by hand, because that's what you'll end up doing to straighten out the body work. "Rodac" was the only good knock off out on the market, and because of ATCOA suing them for patent infringement, not only did Rodac go out of business, but unfortunately so did ATCOA. Fast forward several years and "yours truly" opens a shop in Texas. I break out some of the very few tools I had kept from the L.A. shop that I sold in 1989, and low and behold my ATCOA VIKINGS needed some work (water damage from many years of storage). I made call after call to all my old So. Cal. contacts, and finally got a call back. It was Karl himself, and not only that........he lived right here in Canyon Lake Texas! I swear to God, his property and mine were only a few feet apart at their closest point! I couldn't believe it , the odds of winning the lottery back to back are better! We remembered each other, talked a lot about not only the coincidence, but the demise of ATCOA and what an absolute shame that something that good went away because of defending it against the counterfeiters.

Since Karl and I have become such good friends he approached me a few years ago and wanted to know my thoughts on attempting to bring back the ATCOA Viking.........I was all in! 
He actually had me use my imagination on the very first proto type as far as color. He wanted to bring it back "new age" complete with a color change, so I chose and painted it "Matrix Candy Apple Red". I thought "that ought to set it apart from the rest", and it did! It wasn't long before the most counterfeited air tool in history, was being counterfeited yet again......complete with the candy paint! Because of production costs, Karl had the mfg done in China, but under strict scrutiny and tolerances. It was just as good, if not better than the original, but that also lent itself to a lot of the counterfeiting (it was right there for them to do so), so production ceased. I was hell bent on the tool being made in America, but who was I to dictate anything, and at the time it was said that the tool would have to sell for $1100.00 to make a profit. Since then technology and hopefully sentiment has changed to the degree that this tool should and could be produced right here in the good old USA. Karl is now in his 80's, and is the only living founder of ATCOA. He holds solely, the original trademark registration on this tool, and as he said to me just yesterday (that's why I scrapped the newsletter) "Rick, anyone can make corn flakes, but they won't be able to call em Kellogg's"!

I am scanning into this newsletter Karl's words with his signature in the hope that one of you will have an interest in the resurrection of the original ATCOA VIKING either in a financial capacity and /or production partner. Since I have been brought into the loop I have a request: This tool MUST BE MADE IN AMERICA! "ATCOA" = "Air Tool Corporation Of America". I am doing this as a favor for a very honest and dear friend of mine. He is from a time when honesty and quality were the norm, and I am so proud to know him. Fate plays a big part in our coming together for sure, and is it any wonder that this same man has been instrumental in leading me to God?

My little newsletter is all I really have to offer you Karl ,and believe me, if I had the money to do this, it wouldn't be the subject matter of this issue. As you yourself have said to me many times....."It's in the hands of God", so then is this.

Many of you will know this tool, and more than likely, if you still own one wouldn't sell it for any amount of money. For the rest of you, history is riddled with examples of things that were once built like a "brick shit house" giving way to "consumable" products. This is a chance to bring back something great. The original "work horse" of the industry. The ATCOA VIKING!
There has got to be someone out there who can assist in this endeavor and to that person I say this................you won't regret your decision! "Whatever it Takes" Rick Ciotti
To all who this newsletter reaches, please read the following information. If you are interested please contact me at: rcpaintspot@gmail.com  or (830) 358-6121 (Rick Ciotti) Karl is older (no offense Karl) but is available for serious responses. All support materials, trade mark certification, drawings, blueprints, etc. are available for interested parties, but were too much to include in this newsletter.
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