The Paint Spot Newsletter
(July 2014)


Ok, it's July 3rd and I've decided to completely re-write the newsletter. My dear friend Karl Selander, this one's for you......

Back in the early 1980's I bought a body and paint shop in South Gate California from a gentleman named Jacinto Ali. The name of the shop was "One Way Body & Paint" and it was located on a busy street (Imperial hwy). Long story short, he sold me the shop and all its contents, then agreed to stay long enough to teach me the business, which ended up being a couple of years. In learning body work specifically, I quickly learned to lean on one tool in particular that Jacinto had purchased twenty years earlier. This air tool was the only one at the time (and to date) that I could rely on to actually get perfect results. It was the "ATCOA Viking inline dual piston sander". He had two of them in the shop and one of them didn't work. That tool got me out of so many situations that I couldn't begin to count them, and I really started worrying that I had no back up. I made a few calls about getting the broken one fixed, and soon got in touch with a man named Karl Selander who was located right up the fwy in Pasadena. He came out, introduced himself, and took the tool away for repair. A couple days later he was back with the old ATCOA Viking looking good. He went over some maintenance issues and "track adjustment" procedures, billed me and left. This information lead to the reasons why the tool had failed in the first place, and today I still have them both (along with 6 more that I've picked up at swap meets and yard sales....and fixed). During these early years and even more recent with employees tools, I've used every counterfeit copy known to man, and ALL with absolutely miserable results compared to the ATCOA. I don't care where you buy it or how much you pay, nothing will achieve (not even close) the results you'll easily get with the original ATCOA Viking. 
There is an American made version of an inline sander that mechanically is a good tool named "Hutchins" (which sells for $300.00 to $400.00). I had 2 of them, threw one across a parking lot in fit of rage, and gave the other one away (hey JR.....you still got that piece of crap?). The number one problem with the Hutchins is the way its made..........it will literally wear out your arm in less than 10 minutes max........and I've got decent size arms! Number two, the results produced with the Hutchins equals what you get with the counterfeit ATCOA copies..........it sucks! You'll find it 10 times faster to just do your work by hand, because that's what you'll end up doing to straighten out the body work. "Rodac" was the only good knock off out on the market, and because of ATCOA suing them for patent infringement, not only did Rodac go out of business, but unfortunately so did ATCOA. Fast forward several years and "yours truly" opens a shop in Texas. I break out some of the very few tools I had kept from the L.A. shop that I sold in 1989, and low and behold my ATCOA VIKINGS needed some work (water damage from many years of storage). I made call after call to all my old So. Cal. contacts, and finally got a call back. It was Karl himself, and not only that........he lived right here in Canyon Lake Texas! I swear to God, his property and mine were only a few feet apart at their closest point! I couldn't believe it , the odds of winning the lottery back to back are better! We remembered each other, talked a lot about not only the coincidence, but the demise of ATCOA and what an absolute shame that something that good went away because of defending it against the counterfeiters.

Since Karl and I have become such good friends he approached me a few years ago and wanted to know my thoughts on attempting to bring back the ATCOA Viking.........I was all in! 
He actually had me use my imagination on the very first proto type as far as color. He wanted to bring it back "new age" complete with a color change, so I chose and painted it "Matrix Candy Apple Red". I thought "that ought to set it apart from the rest", and it did! It wasn't long before the most counterfeited air tool in history, was being counterfeited yet again......complete with the candy paint! Because of production costs, Karl had the mfg done in China, but under strict scrutiny and tolerances. It was just as good, if not better than the original, but that also lent itself to a lot of the counterfeiting (it was right there for them to do so), so production ceased. I was hell bent on the tool being made in America, but who was I to dictate anything, and at the time it was said that the tool would have to sell for $1100.00 to make a profit. Since then technology and hopefully sentiment has changed to the degree that this tool should and could be produced right here in the good old USA. Karl is now in his 80's, and is the only living founder of ATCOA. He holds solely, the original trademark registration on this tool, and as he said to me just yesterday (that's why I scrapped the newsletter) "Rick, anyone can make corn flakes, but they won't be able to call em Kellogg's"!

I am scanning into this newsletter Karl's words with his signature in the hope that one of you will have an interest in the resurrection of the original ATCOA VIKING either in a financial capacity and /or production partner. Since I have been brought into the loop I have a request: This tool MUST BE MADE IN AMERICA! "ATCOA" = "Air Tool Corporation Of America". I am doing this as a favor for a very honest and dear friend of mine. He is from a time when honesty and quality were the norm, and I am so proud to know him. Fate plays a big part in our coming together for sure, and is it any wonder that this same man has been instrumental in leading me to God?

My little newsletter is all I really have to offer you Karl ,and believe me, if I had the money to do this, it wouldn't be the subject matter of this issue. As you yourself have said to me many times....."It's in the hands of God", so then is this.

Many of you will know this tool, and more than likely, if you still own one wouldn't sell it for any amount of money. For the rest of you, history is riddled with examples of things that were once built like a "brick shit house" giving way to "consumable" products. This is a chance to bring back something great. The original "work horse" of the industry. The ATCOA VIKING!
There has got to be someone out there who can assist in this endeavor and to that person I say this................you won't regret your decision! "Whatever it Takes" Rick Ciotti
To all who this newsletter reaches, please read the following information. If you are interested please contact me at: rcpaintspot@gmail.com  or (830) 358-6121 (Rick Ciotti) Karl is older (no offense Karl) but is available for serious responses. All support materials, trade mark certification, drawings, blueprints, etc. are available for interested parties, but were too much to include in this newsletter.
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The Paint Body and Equipment (PBE) Assn. consisting of 15,000+
members made up of Jobbers and warehouse distributors were
surveyed by one of their co-founders, Charles Womack. Just prior
to his death in November 2013 Chuck conducted a survey for us of
a group of his old friends in the P.B.E. and found that 100% of
them were willing to give us and opening order ‘IF’ our tools bore
the original ATCOA Logo in the same form. We’ve owned that
Registered Trademark since 1994 and it is also covered in our
Copyright of the aesthetic ATCOA design. Another survey of the
older P.B.E. stores would certainly support what Chuck Womack’s
findings were.

The ATCOA Sander was manufactured in Culver City, Calif. by
Kaye and Miller Machine Co., a Douglas Aircraft contractor. It
was superbly built and I was the factory inspector for ATCOA. We
personally signed off on all but 1,200 of the early tools. A total of
15,000 original design sanders were all that Air Tool Corp. of
America made. We have all of those signoff sheets which bear my
signature, Karl Selander. Enclosed, a sample attached to the
pictures of serial# 4102 Sander in which this number is included
along with first and last inspections sheets.

Summary: The above is a very condensed presentation; there are
hundreds of documents supporting our claims in our possession.
The Original Blueprint pages are also initialed by me in my role of
Vice President of Development and Production with the company.
The market is global and ready for the re-introduction of the
revered original tool. Most every body shop in the world has one
of ours or that of the inferior copies.

Signedz: %///%\g rﬂ"//// %/l — Owner/Founder
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Early ATCOA Sander found on Ebay. It is serial
#4102 and inspected by me off of the production line
in 1965. Smithsonian has accepted it as an American
Patent, American Inventor, American Manufactured
and an American Global Industrial Standard.
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. - AIRTOOL CORP. OF AMERICA
; - 50YEARS A NAME YOU CANTRUST

atcoasales@sbcglobal.net

AIRTOOL CORP. OF AMERICA

A Market Analysis of Industrial Air Sanders.

Consumer type Harbor Freight “Knock-offs” are simply not
industrial market tools. This fact is verifiable with the materials
enclosed. These materials are a variety of proofs for the
conclusions reached in the market survey.

The origin of the piston driven, long board sander is the Otto
Hendrickson Patent #3,214,823. It was the first viable & enduring
industrial sander of this new category of air sanders. This occurred
in the early 1960s and was soon followed by the next industrial
long board piston sanders. The Hutchins Hustler Sander followed
with lesser performance and endurance. Both of these sanders are
primarily sold in the industrial markets. There are two primary
reasons that the Hutchins Hustlers have never been copied, the
performance and ergonomics. Neither of these tools is promoted in
the consumer markets.

We have one of the early ATCOA Sanders, serial #4102; see
enclosures. The foreign copies have ALL copied the
Hendrickson/ATCOA Sander. See attached published Internet
samples. The Hutchins Hustler has never been copied, even
though both of the patents had expired. Both have been
manufactured in the U.S.A. and many millions of them are
scattered all over the world. Hutchins, in 1982 had 4% of the
market while ATCOA design held approximately 85%; this was
prior to the patents expiring. When the patents ran out, 100% of
the competing companies, including all of the “Biggies”, use the
Hendrickson/ATCOA design. Aesthetically, they produce the
identical design and many using the same colors, red and black.

Blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it. Luke 11:28
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