W First Congregational Church United Church of Christ
An Open and Affirming Congregation

The Epistle
July 2026

“Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

(Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians 1:2)

God is Still speaking

jPondering Pastor

|

| Summer Greetings to Alll If you are traveling this summer, I wish you safety. If you are |

| staying closer to home, I invite you to visit us at church for worship, fellowship, I
knitting/crocheting prayer shawls, walking in the labyrinth, painting a rock for the

labyrinth, helping us harvest the gardens (when it is time), or volunteering at Broadway |

Bargains. There are so many ways not just to keep busy but to serve our community. I

I'We have already begun our summer sermon series on 1 John. 1 John has a lot to say I

labout love. As Christians we seck to follow Jesus and to share God’s love. I have always |

| found that one of the best ways to do that is to serve others, to simply be of servicein |

| the world. I

You will have to tell me if I preach enough about being of service. Service to

others is actually a spiritual practice. Service is defined as “Loving, thoughtful, active I

promotion of the good of others and the causes of God in our world, through which I

we experience the many little deaths of going beyond ourselves.” (The Renovare I

I Spiritual Formation Bible, New Revised Standard Version. New York: Harpet- |
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| SanFranscico, 2005, 2309.) serving helps us develop our skills in empathy and

| compassion. It can also help us learn to cope with the small losses in life so we become
more resilient for the bigger losses. When providing service, you sometimes learn that
people are difficult, but that also helps us grow our ability to love the way God loves.

IService can be a challenge and that is why it is a spiritual practice. This is why so many

Ipeople are part of service organizations (Scouts, Lions, PE.O, etc.).

[ This summer there are many ways to be of service. We have already mentioned the

| many ways to be involved in FCC ministries. Take a look at the rest of this Epistle for

|information on Churches Together Hygiene Drive, Stuff the Bus, and St Christophet’s
Highway.

I
I In Service to God,
I Pastor Kelli

|

1275 Adams Ave Church Email: churchfirstrock@gmail.com
Rock Springs, WY 82901 www.firstrockucc.org
307-362-3530 Office Hours: Mon 3:30-4:30 Tues-Thurs 12:30-4:30

Worship: Sunday 10:30 a.m.


http://www.firstrockucc.org

MONDAY 3:30-4:30 PM, TUESDAY-THURSDAY 12:30-4:30 PM

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:

WEEKLY CHURCH USE:

LA HERMOSA

TH 7:00 PM SAT & SUN 3:00 PM
BOY SCOUT TROOP 4— TUES 6:00 PM
MIA’S LEARNING TREE:
MON-THURS 8:30 AM-4:30 PM

5

WORSHIP
10:30 AM
GROWING
FAITH
NOISY CHANGE

6

7

MEN’S
FELLOWSHIP
6:30 PM

12

DECONS
9:15 AM

WORSHIP
10:30 AM

16

PUB
THEOLOGY
NELL’S
CAFE
6PM

TRUSTEES
6:30 pm

19

WORSHIP
10:30 AM

MISSIONS
11:45 AM

COUNCIL
6:00 pm

23

25

WOMEN’S
FELLOWSHIP
@ Joy’s
Time TBD

26

WORSHIP
10:30 AM

29
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CHURCHES TOGETHER IS SUPPORTING
STUFF THE BUS IN 2026!

Please bring donations of school supplies to FCC
and Stuff the Bus will pick them up at the end of July!

Monetary donations can be made or donation of
the following school supplies are needed.

Any school supplies are greatly appreciated ~
you can't go wrong with your choice!
Here are some ideas, but definitely not limited to any of these ideas. 4
v Backpacks
v Calculators

v Expo Markers
(Fine, Black Tip)

v Notebooks
v Binders

: « Loose Leaf Paper
i Clorox Wipes
. Zip Lock Bags
: v Kleenex

v And more ...
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Juanita Angeli

January 26, 1927 —
June 21, 2026
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Please sign up to
lead worship, host
offee hour, or share
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S—— | 7 our art!
THANK YOU FOR HELPING K/ y
7 STUDENT,,‘S,SUCCEED,!
Fro— s — e — e — F )
' * WORSHIP SCRIPTURES | Fellovwshi P |
. FOR JULY : , o >
= We complete our seties on 1 John |  Women’s Fellowship will Ny
July 12th. We begin a series on Amos July 19th. I : meet July 25th at Joy’s! <
| Time TBD %D
JULY'5, 2026 - All our welcome! e
1 John 3 . e e — -
" John 1:1-13
JULY 12, 2026 I
I 1 John 4:1-21
John 17: 6-10, 14-18 -
. JULY 19, 2026
Amos 1:1, 2:4-16 I
I Matthew 6:12 July 9, 2026
JULY 26, 2026 . 6:30PM
" Amos 5:8-15, 21-27 ) All men welcome to join
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THANK YOUS...IT TAKES A COMMUNITY TO KEEP OUR BUILDING AND

PROGRAMS GOING!
To Paul L., Linden O. for working on the gardens and tending the front lawn.
To Rob W. for mowing the lawn and weed trimming on church property.
To Bill W., Rob W, and William M. for fixing the sprinklers at the parsonage.
To Mary Ruth P, Kathy G., Terry M., and Growing Faith for being worship leaders.
To Joy C., Sharon P, Bill and Cheryl W and Linden and Michele O. for hosting fellowship time.

To Cheryl W. for leadmg Growing Faith and organizing Father’s Day celebrations. Sl
To Deanne A for displaying artwork in the narthex. @
To Cheri H., Sharon P, Diana Wi, Carol L., Julie G. and Pastor Kelli for staffing the 9
Pride Booth. P :
To Kathy G. and Pastor Kelli for representing FCC at the Rocky Mountain \;

Conference Annual Celebration...they saw Jana E. there! m
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Making an Impact

o7 CHURGHES TOGETHER
oot e N HYGIENE DRIVE

— Juby - August

Help support local families and individuals in

The Mission Board and Women'’s Fellowship i e o
need by donating nygiene essentials.

continue to make Cancer Care bags to
support those newly seeking treatment
at Sweetwater Oncology.

WW%W%WM

¥ First Congregational Church Food Pantry
D[]NA"UNS ¥ Rock Springs Food Bank
BENEF" ¥ WWCC Store House '

¥ Rock Springs High School

PERSONAL CARE 3 CSKINAND > 4
© Soft Socks ¢ Hard candies/ | “SUPB[]TEGT"]N MUST NEEI]ED ITEMS IN unnEH liLMlHillll
o Lip Balm ginger chews
. Hand/body for nausea ° Minei:'al-b?:ed Mﬁ%’é&z‘ ¢ TOOTH BRUSHES . ROCK SPR'NGS CHAM BER

s A sensitive skin ]

sensitive Herbal tea bags it P ® TOOTH PASTE o ROCK SPRINGS CITY HALL

skin lotion ° “Give it to God” tin: TR
o Witshiotde “ BRFAH * FULL-SIZE SHAMPOO o WHITE MTN LIBRARY

& ® FULL-SIZE CONDITIONER o CSTREET LIBRARY

° LAUNDRY SOAP o FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
° DEODORANT o HOLY COMMUNION EPISCOPAL CHURCH
; o LDS CHURCHE!
® Journal ¢ LOTION S CHURCHES

";e"l -y « FEMININE HYGIENE PRODUCTS « HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC CHURCHES
@ Puzzle boo
color page « COMBS / HAIR BRUSHES « MOUNT OF OLIVES LUTHERAN CHURCH

e Colored pencils
o Fidget items

* RAZORS
* TOILET PAPER
o INCONTINENCE SUPPLIES

| AR
hape, love, and, care -

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH A

o Handwritten note/ %‘4}

inspirational card/quote you uw
v
© Finger Labyrinth ‘? s{f::gl J
o, i i
o Tk &«my Dsnatisn Makes DL/K%WQ/
¢ Other f cancer journey. g -

Thank you for helping provide essential hygiene
w Together, we can be g, WW @ A}f;& items to members of our community.




COME JOIN OUR

First Congregational
Church UCC

We're looking for a

NURSERY
ATTENDANT! | wecoicotns s

from Bible Study in July. We hope you

8 HOURS A MONTH: = will join us when we return!
SUNDAYS 10:15-11:45 AM 3

Must be able to effectively work
independently and within a team. B EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENBN
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" Food Pantry

= Food Pantry is pretty well stocked. As we go
= through the summer peanut butter could be a

= need. Hygiene items are needed.

= Thank You to all who donate to the

= line item in the budget for the food

= pantry, that allows us to fill gaps

= urgently and restock during case sales!
=.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.

Must be willing to follow i
Safe Church Policies and Procedures g

0 Three (3) References must be provuded

PLEASE SIGN UP TO HELP MOW THE LAWN!

Reminder that we
have a church book
cart in the Pilgrim
Room.

“\\\\\\\ There is something
for everyone to
enjoy!

SPACE TO RENT
Did you know that people can rent our
Fellowship Hall or Pilgrim Room for family or
non-profit events? They can! So if
you know of someone looking for

space for a gathering, contact ,,’ o g
RayChelle in the church office.

Hnl Inl
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i Create with your hands. share with your heart. .
° Join us every Tuesday at 1:30 PM A
i Shawls are lovingly made, blessed, and then delivered to the person or organization of your choice. &
+All levels are welcome !
i +Knitters, crocheters, and weavers invited !
i +Materials optional—bring your own or just come learn
i First Congregational Church !
© 1275 Adams Ave., Rock Springs, WY !
° cownne for fellowship, stay for purpose. i
i Everyone is welcome i
i We have now gifted 15 prayer shawls. Please join us to knit, pray,

or fellowship during this active ministry.
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St. Christopher’s Highway assists people

COLLECTING CANS
AND BOTTLES

We continue to collect cans and
bottles for recycling. Please bring in rinsed-
out food cans--we actually get a higher
price for these than the drink cans. The

funds from this collection are

who get stuck in Sweetwater County to get
back on their way to their destination. This
is @ major way of preventing homelessness
in Sweetwater County.
We need volunteers to answer the
St. Christopher phone!

Training is provided and you become part
of a network of people who help, no need
to do it on your own. Speak with Pastor
Kelli about this opportunity and plan to
attend the next St. Christopher’s Highway
Board meeting June 28th at 5:30 pm.

add to our discretionary fund. / ‘)

*Remember to take your tabs |
off the cans and bring them to |«
the office for the Ronald
McDonald House.*

HOROOOEOOEEHOE 6

(\% Pick up the tab for the

Ronald McDonald House [’
Ronald McDonald
(9 Your donation of pop tabs helps provide a home

House Charities

The Trevor Project has stepped up
to provide a suicide
prevention hotline tailored to the
needs of the LGBTQIA2+
community. Trevor Project: text
‘START" to 678-678 or phone
1-866-488-7380.

988

SUICIDE
& CRISIS

LIFELINE

Intermountain Areal!
0 away from home for families of seriously ill or
2 2 . ..
" injured children receiving treatment from local

6 medical facilities.

6;
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Please drop tabs off at the church.




