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The City of San Leandro and the 
Arts, Culture & Library Commission 
invite all San Leandro-based nonprofit 
organizations and individual creators, 
artists, and culture bearers living in San 
Leandro to apply for a grant from the 

Artists Invited to Apply for a City 
Arts and Culture Program Grant

In a marathon session that 
stretched late into the eve-
ning of January 20, the San 
Leandro City Council grap-
pled with internal disciplinary 
proceedings against two of its 
members.

The hearings stemmed 
from a complaint filed by 
City Councilmember Xouhoa 
Bowen against Councilmem-
bers Victor Aguilar and Fred 
Simon. 

The proceedings highlight-
ed tensions over retaliation, 
gender bias, and professional 
disagreements, drawing pas-
sionate public comments and 
culminating in disciplinary 
actions short of censure.

Background: A Year-Long 
Saga of Complaints and 

Investigation
Last October, Bowen sub-

mitted a formal request for 
discipline against Aguilar and 
Simon, alleging a pattern of 
bullying, abusive conduct, and 
violations of the city’s code of 
ethics, council commitments, 
and handbook. 

The city hired Jane Kow 
of HR Law Consultants to 

conduct an independent inves-
tigation, which was completed 
on October 27, 2025. The re-
port, which cost the city over 
$130,000, detailed findings of 
retaliation, abusive behavior, 
and gender bias against both 
Aguilar and Simon. Kow in-
terviewed witnesses, including 
former City Council members 
and city staff.

Hearing on Aguilar
City Attorney Rich Pio 

Roda presented the findings 
at the Jan. 20 meeting. 

Pio Roda outlined the 
report’s key findings, say-
ing that Aguilar retaliated 
against Bowen after her 2024 
censure vote, engaged in abu-
sive conduct and attempted 
to besmirch her reputation 
following her disclosure of 
a physical violation by a 
mutual acquaintance, and 
subjected Bowen, other fe-
male council members, and 
a female employee to dif-
ferential treatment reflecting 
gender bias.

Public comments were 
polarized. Supporters of dis-

By Ruben Banuelos
San Leandro Times

Proposed Turnabout at 
MacArthur and Foothill 
Moves Closer as Safety Con-
cerns Persist

Plans for a long-discussed 
roundabout project at the 
intersection of MacArthur 

and Foothill boulevards, and 
Superior Avenue, are moving 
closer to construction, accord-
ing to the City of San Leandro. 

While some planning mile-
stones have been met, traffic 
accidents in the area remain 
a pressing concern for nearby 
residents. The construction of 

the roundabout is now sched-
uled for completion in January 
of 2028. 

Safety Issues Remain
The construction can’t 

come soon enough for nearby 
residents who complain one 
constant speeding and crashes. 

In 2023, the city closed 
the eastbound turn lane on 
the northern portion of the 
MacArthur Boulevard and 
Superior Avenue intersection 
following repeated collisions. 
A center barrier was installed, 
forcing vehicles to turn right 

Residents Beg for Roundabout
On MacArthur to Slow Traffic

By Bernard Duer
San Leandro Times

Arts & Culture Grants Program.
The program is seeking applica-

tions from all types of creative people, 
including working artists, hobbyists, 
and culture bearers as well as nonprofit 
organizations with creative projects 

including dance, music, theater, visual, 
literary, culture, media, interdisciplin-
ary/multidisciplinary, traditional/folk, 
and performing arts.

Recent recipients of the grants  
see ARTISTS, page 8 see DISCIPLINE, page 8

Top photo, local mosaic artist and muralist Christine Pacheco turned the concrete planter at the corner of East 
14th and Davis streets into a mosaic. (Lower photo) local artist and muralist Brian Barneclo designed and painted 
a dramatic mural on the exterior of Juniper Corner’s future home at 1900 East 14th Street.
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Baby storytime is a great 
way for parents/caregivers to 

interact and develop a bond 
with their baby – held ev-
ery Thursday at 9:30 a.m. at 
Manor Branch Library, 1241 
Manor Blvd. in San Leandro. 

Babies will be in a so-
cial setting with other babies 
where they will sing and de-
velop pre-language skills as 
well as play with toys in an 
environment with others their 
age. Adults can use this time 
to meet with other parents 
in a supportive setting. This 
storytime is for pre-walking 
babies only. Experience lots 
of songs and movement.  For 
parents who have a baby and 
a toddler, please attend the 
toddler storytime. 

Baby Story Time at 
The Manor Branch Library

Calm your stress with this free drop-in relaxation practice 
the first Thursday evening of the month from 6 to 7 p.m. at 
the San Leandro Main Library, 300 Estudillo Ave. Use med-
itation, gentle stretches, breathwork, poetry, and journaling 
to find balance in life’s stresses. Ages 18+, all abilities. Call 
510-577-3971 to reserve a spot, or just drop in.

Mindfulness Matters; Practice Relaxation

The Castro Valley Arts 
Foundation and TMC Arts 
present Between the Lines-A 
New Musical, opening Friday 
night, Jan. 30, at the Castro 
Valley Center

for the Arts, 19501 Red-
wood Road.

The show runs through 
Feb. 8 on Fridays and Satur-
days at 7:30 p.m. at Sundays 
at 2 p.m. For tickets, visit 
cvartsfoundation.org or call 
510-889-8961. 

The show is based on the 
novel by Jodi Picoult and her 
daughter Samantha van Leer. 
17-year-old Delilah McPhee, 
struggling with her parents’ 
divorce and the feelings of 
isolation at her new school, 
finds solace in reading.

Delilah escapes into a 
fairytale and develops a crush 
on a handsome prince.

Along the way she meets 
some zany characters as fic-
tion, fantasy and reality blur. 

Between the Lines ex-

plores themes of family, iden-
tity, friendship and finding 
one’s way in the world. 

“I can hardly wait to in-
troduce this light-hearted, yet 
deep, musical to our commu-
nity,” said producer Dayna 
Speed. “The music stays with 
you from the very first song, 
and the special effects are pure 
magic.”

This production features a 

25-member cast led by Aniliza 
May (Delilah) and

Danila Burshteyn (Prince 
Oliver). Steven McCloud 
directs and Cat Reyes cho-
reographs. 

Delphean Quan conducts 
the eight-piece orchestra, with 
Susanna Susoeff and Sean 
Cooper serving as vocal di-
rectors and Sean Cooper as 
projection technical designer.

In the story “City Council Passes Rent Control Law” (Jan. 
22, 2026), the City Council passed the “first reading” of the 
rent control law. As with all ordinances, the council will have a 
second reading in which they can make changes to the law. The 
second reading will be at the City Council meeting on Feb. 2.

Clarification

Come to a documentary 
film screening and discussion 
with Will Kaku, board mem-
ber of the Japanese Amer-
ican Museum of San Jose, 
and Yuriko Gamo Romer, 
director/producer of Base-
ball Behind Barbed Wire on 
Saturday, Jan. 31, from 1 to 3 
p.m.  at the San Leandro Main 
Library, 300 Estudillo Ave.

The program is part of 

Documentary on Fred 
Korematsu’s Relevance Today

the library’s exhibit – “Am I 
an American or Am I Not? – 
inspired by Fred Korematsu’s 
resistance against the violation 
of his constitutional rights. 

The exhibit examines the 
mass incarceration of over 
125,000 Japanese Americans 
during World War II and 
invites visitors to reflect on 
historical injustice and its 
relevance today.

Danila Burshteyn of Alameda (Prince Oliver) and An-
iliza May of Dublin (Delilah) take the lead in Between 
the Lines--A New Musical opening January30 at the 
Castro Valley Center for the Arts.

PHOTO BY BERENICE KU SULLIVAN

CROSSWORD
PUZZLE

ANSWERS



San Leandro Times THURSDAY, JANUARY 29, 2026   3

SOUL Line Dancing — 
New Class Alert

The City of San Leandro’s Human Services Department 
will host a new class with NFL Raiderette Alumni Lori 
Hurley to teach SOUL Line Dancing for men and women 
50+ on Tuesdays and Thursdays (started Jan. 6) at the  San 
Leandro Senior Community Center, 13909 East 14th St. 
Drop-in at $10 per class. Register online at sanleandrorec.
org or stop by the San Leandro Senior Community Center 
to register. Use course code 26735.

Lose Weight by 
Joining TOPS

Resolve to lose weight in 2026. Join TOPS (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly) for the support you need to start your 
weight loss journey. TOPS is a non profit weight loss sup-
port group.  Meet on Fridays at 9:30 a.m. (doors open at 
8:45 a.m.) at the United Methodist Church, 19806 Wisteria 
St. in Castro Valley. For more info contact Linda Brooks 
@ 510-461-3894. Join for fellowship and support. What 
do you have to lose?

Umpires Needed for
Hayward Area Recreation District

Hayward Softball Umpires Association is recruiting 
umpires year round to work paid HARD Recreation Softball 
games — men’s, women’s and co-ed slow pitch. Training 
for all age groups in fast and slow pitch. Email or call the 
educational director at umpire500.61@gmail.com or 510-
586-8592 between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. 

San Leandro Toastmasters 
Meet Every Thursday

San Leandro Toastmasters meets every Thursday from 
6:45 to 7:45 p.m. online through Zoom. Email sanlean-
drotm@gmail.com for more information. Also, the Toast-
masters meet in person at the San Leandro Main Library, 
300 Estudillo Ave., on the last Thursday of every month  
from 6:45 to 7:45 p.m.

Live Well, Be Well Health Education Classes
The San Leandro Human Services Department in col-

laboration with City Serve of the Tri-Valley will host seven 
free health Education Classes on Tuesdays starting Jan. 27, 
from 2 to 3:30 p.m. at the San Leandro Community Center, 
13909 East 14th St. Topics covered include health of the 
brain, heart, gut, liver, kidneys, and skin, with additional 
sessions on overcoming ageism and embracing the art of 
self-care.  Register online at  www.sanleandrorec.org  or 
call customer service at 510-577-7990. Use code 26934 
to register.

The Ken Seideman Trio
The Ken Seideman Trio will play at the Cordial Wine 

Bar & Bottle Shop 3295 Castro Valley Blvd. in the Castro 
Valley Marketplace on Saturdays from 5:30 to 8 p.m – Jan. 
31, Feb. 7, Feb. 14, Feb. 21, and Feb. 28. No cover charge. 
Ken Seideman on piano and synthesizer, Ed Molyneaux on 
bass and vocals, and Tim Caldwell on drums. Visit ksjazz-
trio.com for more information on the band. 

Painting Exhibition
A painting exhibition, “The Conceptualization of 

Queens: Identity. Becoming. Authoritarian,” will open on 
Saturday, Jan. 31, from 6 to 8 p.m. at Zocalo Coffeehouse, 
645 Bancroft Ave., featuring the paintings of Suzette Mc-
Donough, James Whitehouse and Julie Grantz.

Hearing Loss Association to Meet
The Hearing Loss Association of America, East Bay 

will meet on Saturday, Feb. 14, at the Kaiser Permanente, 
Fabiola Building, 3801 Howe St. in Oakland. Refreshments 
at 9:30 a.m., presentation at 10 a.m., and pizza at 11:30 a.m. 
The presentation by Nancy Rubin will focus on “Sound 
Advise,” her project on hearing loss where she combines 
photography with personal narratives to explore social 
issues. Register at:  www.HearingLossEB.org. RSVP by 
Friday, Feb. 13, at 5 p.m. The meeting is available both 
In-Person and virtual (Zoom).

Community Calendar

The Support Group for Tobacco Recovery meets on Thurs-
days from 5:15 to 6:30 p.m. in the Sequoia Conference Room, 
1100 San Leandro Blvd. 

No prerequisites, no prior experience, no requirements. 
Discussion topics include your relationship with tobacco, 
self-care and stress relief, medicines that can help, wellness 
and recovery, and the new you. 

Sponsored by Lifelong’s East Bay Community Recovery 
Project and the Alameda County Tobacco Control Program. 
For more information, visit ACTobaccofree@gmail.com or 
call 510-268-2030. 

Tobacco Recovery Support Group

More Events
Wildlife Watercolor 

Paintings at the
 Castro Valley Library

Acclaimed local artist Rita Sklar will have a show of 
her award-winning watercolor wildlife paintings at the Cas-
tro Valley Library, 3600 Norbridge Ave., during January, 
February and March. See Oryx, Iguana, Zebras and more. 
Included will be two of her ribbon-winning paintings from 
the Alameda County Fair, on sale for half of the original 
price. This is her painting of an Iguana in watercolor. See 
her paintings at “http://www.ritasklar.com.”

Diabetes 
Support Group

The Diabetes Support Group is open whether you 
have been recently diagnosed or living with diabetes for 
many years. This support group can help you manage your 
condition. Share your experience or learn from others in 
a supportive setting. Everyone aged 50+ is welcome. The 
support group meets the third Tuesday of every month from 
10 a.m. to noon at the San Leandro Senior Community 
Center, 13909 East 14th St.

Peace of Mind, Peace of Heart Program Series
The San Leandro Library will present a series of workshops 

designed to help you navigate the practical and emotional as-
pects of end-of-life planning and grief. Through compassionate 
guidance and community support, explore how to prepare with 
clarity and care. All events take place at the Main Library, 300 
Estudillo Ave.

January Workshops
Funeral Planning
Thursday, Jan. 29, from 6 to 7 p.m. 
Weigh options, costs, and pre-planning strategies under 

the grounded guidance of Jacqueline Scoggins from Serenity 
Funeral Planning Consultants.

Library to Present Workshops 
On End of Life Planning

Vice Mayor Xouhoa Bow-
en has been elected as the 2026 
president of Asian Pacific 
American Municipal Officials 
(APAMO), a constituency 
group of the National League 
of Cities (NLC). APAMO 
serves as a forum for com-
munication and networking 
among Asian American and 
Pacific Islander municipal of-
ficials and their colleagues to 
share ideas and develop lead-
ership experience. Bowen was 
elected in November at NLC’s 
2025 City Summit conference 
in Salt Lake City, Utah.

“APAMO has been a vital 
source of mentorship, repre-
sentation, and community for 
AAPI local leaders across the 
nation,” stated Vice Mayor 
Bowen. “I am honored to 
serve as President and to ele-
vate the voices of our diverse 
communities. In San Leandro, 
where 38% of our residents 
are AANHPI (Asian Amer-
ican, Native Hawaiian, and 
Pacific Islander), our diversity 
is a source of deep vibrancy 
and strength, and it shapes 

the way we lead and serve. 
We know that strong local 
leadership thrives when ev-
eryone has a seat at the table, 
and I look forward to helping 
cities across the country build 
more inclusive, resilient, and 
connected communities. Be-
cause  when our leadership 
reflects our values, we create 
policies that truly improve 
people’s lives.”

Established in 1975, APA-

MO provides a platform for 
municipal leaders to connect, 
share best practices, and ad-
vocate for the needs of their 
communities. The group also 
contributes to NLC’s lead-
ership development, policy 
formulation, advocacy, and 
program activities.

“The National League of 
Cities’ constituency groups 
are home for local leaders as 
they advocate for commu-
nities, network and develop 
thriving, equitable commu-
nities,” said National League 
of Cities President Kevin 
Kramer, Councilmember, 
Louisville, Kentucky. “I am 
thrilled to work with Vice 
Mayor Bowen and look for-
ward to supporting her vision 
and leadership as President 

Bowen Elected to League of Cities Post

City Councilmember 
Xouhoa Bowen

of APAMO.”
Bowen’s appointment 

is especially impactful at a 
national level, signaling a 
continued commitment to 
ensuring AANHPI leaders and 
communities are centered in 
the policy decisions shaping 
the future of cities. 

Her leadership brings for-
ward lived experience and vi-
tal perspectives that strengthen 
local governance and advance 
the work of building thriving, 
equitable communities across 
the country. Jason Moon, a 
council member of Mukilteo, 
WA, will serve alongside Vice 
Mayor Bowen as the APAMO 
Vice President.

For more information on 
NLC’s constituency groups, 
visit: https://www.nlc.org/cg.

Castro Valley
3446 Village Dr. 
(510) 581-0220 

NATURAL  FOODS

Since 
1969

San Leandro
182 Pelton Center 

(510) 483-3630 

The Entire line of
Garden of Life

Products

• No experience needed - we provide everything
• Training for new volunteers starts February 21  
• Visit sanleandro.org/literacy or call 510-577-3944    

Become a tutor and help an adult learn!

PROJECT LITERACYPROJECT LITERACY
Adult Literacy & ESL Program
San Leandro Public Library

.

SUNDAY 12:12 P.M.

•	 We emphasize spirituality more than religion.
•	 We believe there are many paths to God.
•	 We show you how to transform your life through
	 practical spiritual principles.
•	 Everyone is welcome.

Spiritual, but not religious?
Watch 12:12pm Live-stream at  

unitysanleandro.org or on Facebook Live

Unity Church of San Leandro
Meeting in person on the 1   & 3     Sundays at 12:12 PM    

San Leandro Senior Community Center 
13909 E. 14th St., San Leandro

st rd
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THE TIMES CROSSWORD

              ACROSS 

	 1	 Nile biter
	 4	 Chat
	 8	 Job for Holmes
	 12	 One of the five W’s
	 13	 “East of Eden” son
	 14	 Makes a choice
	 15	 Snaky fish
	 16	 Fruit salad ring
	 18	 -- Lama
	 20	 Humorist
	 21	 -- Raton
	 24	 Settle a debt
	 28	 Holiday wreath adornment
	 32	 Ms. McEntire
	 33	 “I love,” to Livy
	 34	 Passion
	 36	 “The One I Love” band
	 37	 Attempt
	 39	 Pesto ingredients
	 41	 Bar mixer
	 43	 Salinger girl
	 44	 Sticky stuff
	 46	 Tuscany setting
	 50	 Forest-inspired color
	 55	 Uncle, to Pedro
	 56	 Romanov ruler
	 57	 Hardly hirsute
	 58	 Help
	 59	 Rental units (Abbr.)
	 60	 Totals
	 61	 24 horas

               DOWN

	 1	 Dumbstruck
	 2	 -- butter
	 3	 Survey
	 4	 Bubble tea ingredient
	 5	 Shapiro of NPR
	 6	 Horror star Chaney
	 7	 Recognized
	 8	 Whirlybird
	 9	 Smartphone download
	10	 Cardinal cap letters
	11	 Jargon suffix
	17	 Tire filler
	19	 Jurist Fortas
	22	 Business abbr.
	23	 MacDowell of “Green Card”
	25	 Andean land
	26	 Help a hood
	27	 Thanksgiving veggies
	28	 Bygone days
	29	 Texter’s “As I see it”
	30	 Lunch hour
	31	 Billions of years
	35	 Prompts
	38	 Detroit team
	40	 Mosquito barrier
	42	 Gearwheel tooth
	45	 Spheres
	47	 Slightly
	48	 Ovid’s 53
	49	 Luke’s teacher
	50	 School org.
	51	 MSN, for one
	52	 Rebel Turner
	53	 Vichy water
	54	 Stately tree

Homes
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Antonio M. Cardenas

(510) 326-4263

Real Estate Broker - Ballroom Dancer

“The Realtors In Motion”

www.ListedbyAntonio.com • write2me2@aol.com
R.E. eBroker Group • DRE #00898737

Robert Jones   Associates

142 JOAQUIN AVE. • SAN LEANDRO • 510 -357-0120
RobertJonesandAssociates.com

and

— Matt Jones & Bob Jones
WE ARE HERE for YOU!

We Offer Great Experience Plus Enthusiasm!!
                     	 Listing • Sales       
               Property Management

     Call Us...

RECENT HOME SALES
  

2500 Miramar Avenue #104 94546: $460,000 [2 BD - 1,133 SF - 1982 
2652 Miramar Avenue 94546: $575,000 [2 BD - 818 SF - 1941 
5361 San Simeon Place 94552: $700,000 [2 BD - 1,334 SF - 1981 
16545 Hannah Drive 94578: $815,000 [4 BD - 1,960 SF - 1941 
3780 Somerset Avenue 94546: $940,000 [2 BD - 1,195 SF - 1937 
20101 Catalina Drive 94546: $1,131,000 [5 BD - 2,154 SF - 1962 
17910 Joseph Drive 94546: $1,198,000 [3 BD - 1,974 SF - 1968 
19028 Clemans Drive 94546: $1,248,000 [4 BD - 1,974 SF - 1952 
5320 Nash Way 94546: $1,264,000 [3 BD - 1,655 SF - 1958 
6703 Crow Canyon Road 94552: $1,710,000 [3 BD - 1,838 SF - 1946
TOTAL SALES:	 10	
LOWEST AMOUNT: 	      $460,000    MEDIAN AMOUNT:       $1,035,500
HIGHEST AMOUNT:    $1,710,000    AVERAGE AMOUNT:   $1,004,100 
SAN LEANDRO ————————-------     
1610 Regent Drive 94577: $450,000 [3 BD - 2,054 SF - 1969 
1215 Lillian Avenue 94578: $550,000 [3 BD - 1,581 SF - 1947 
1390 Lake Chabot Road 94577: $680,000 [2 BD - 965 SF - 1960 
1995 149th Avenue 94578: $705,000 [2 BD - 1,174 SF - 1966 
1456 Timothy Drive 94577: $710,000 [3 BD - 1,015 SF - 1944 
1508 141st Avenue 94578: $780,000 [3 BD - 1,107 SF - 1942 
16230 Calypso Court 94578: $835,000 [3 BD - 1,382 SF - 1994 
1063 Bodmin Avenue 94579: $838,000 [3 BD - 1,808 SF - 1950 
1614 139th Avenue 94578: $875,000 [2 BD - 995 SF - 1947 
15032 Fleming Street 94579: $935,000 [3 BD - 1,381 SF - 1948 
15149 Norton Street 94579: $970,000 [3 BD - 1,918 SF - 1948 
918 Estudillo Avenue 94577: $1,025,000 [3 BD - 1,906 SF - 1938 
851 Estudillo Avenue 94577: $1,325,000 [4 BD - 2,152 SF - 1924
TOTAL SALES:	 13	
LOWEST AMOUNT: 	        $450,000	 MEDIAN AMOUNT:      $835,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT:      $1,325,000   AVERAGE AMOUNT:   $821,384
SAN LORENZO  ————————-------
17069 Via Chiquita 94580: $609,000 [2 BD - 840 SF - 1950 
1844 Via Natal 94580: $624,000 [3 BD - 1,196 SF - 1955 
15967 Paseo Del Campo 94580: $680,000 [3 BD - 986 SF - 1944 
1338 Via La Paloma 94580: $935,000 [4 BD - 1,414 SF - 1955 
TOTAL SALES:		  4
LOWEST AMOUNT: 	       $609,000   MEDIAN AMOUNT:           $652,000
HIGHEST AMOUNT:       $935,000   AVERAGE AMOUNT :       $712,000

Castro Valley —————————

REAL ESTATE REALITY
GUEST COMMENTARY

By Carl Medford, CRS
Special to the Times

By Carl Medford, CRS
Special to the Times

Key Factors Fueling 
Our Housing Crisis

versity, including those from 
different traditions, cultures 
and perspectives.
 
  There is a dark side, how-
ever. There are not enough 
homes for everyone to live, 
fueling a housing crisis.
 
  It is a problem years in the 
making which has now come 
to a head. It can be traced 
back to a number of key 
issues:
 
  Significant underbuilding. 
Simply put, over the past few 
decades California has not 
built enough homes to meet 
the increasing demands of 
population and job growth, 
producing a housing gap 
that has now grown into the 
millions of units.
 
  Local zoning restrictions. 
Rather than provide high 
density housing around transit 
and employment centers, 
a significant percentage of 
metro housing is single-fam-
ily homes. Those residents 
have historically resisted any 
high-density development in 
their neighborhoods (NIM-
BY). This, coupled with long 
approval processes (including 
lawsuits) prohibit timely 
development. 
 
  Soaring building costs. 
Using the greater San Francis-
co region as an example, it is 
bounded by the ocean on one 
side, mountains on the other 
and the bay in the middle. 
There is no place left to build, 
unless the direction is UP. 
Factor in exceedingly high 
land prices, expensive labor 
and material costs, significant 
environmental reviews and 

Looking for an ideal 
place to live? California 
ranks high on the list 

for many reasons. To begin, 
the state’s incredible weather 
facilitates outdoor living on a 
grand scale. It boasts a perfect 
mix of geographical features, 

including soaring redwood 
forests, beautiful beaches, 
multiple mountain ranges, 
expansive deserts, fertile 
valleys and more. California 
includes an amazing array 
of cultural icons, including 
its entertainment industry, 
wine-producing regions, 
innovative Silicon Valley, 
world-class food industry and 
more. It also welcomes di-

governmental permit fees and 
many builders cannot pencil 
out projects.
 
  Fiscalization of Land 
Use:  Since the early 80’s city 
governments have consis-
tently approved projects that 
provide significant sales tax 
revenue streams (eg. auto 
dealerships).  They have been 
less supportive of projects that 
not only require city services 
including public safety but 
do not contribute as much 
tax revenue (eg. residential 
development). 
 
  Limited wage growth. 
Home prices have outpaced 
wages, meaning that mid-
dle-income earners – includ-
ing essential services – can 
no longer afford to live in the 
communities they serve.
 
  Although the state is 
working to solve the crisis 
with zoning reform, mandated 
housing targets, ADUs and 
more, there is no question it 
will take years to get this ship 
turned in the right direction.
 
  Carl Medford is a licensed 
Realtor with Keller Williams 
Realty and a licensed general 
contractor. This article is 
sponsored by the Central 
County Marketing Group.
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Headline Is Not Accurate
Editor,

I am writing to formally 
request a correction to the 
headline, “City Council Pass-
es Rent Control Law,” pub-
lished in the January 22, 2026, 
edition of the San Leandro 
Times. The headline does not 
accurately reflect the action 
taken by the San Leandro City 
Council.

At its January 12, 2026, 
meeting, the City Council 
approved the first reading of 
the proposed Residential Rent 
Stabilization Ordinance. Un-
der the City’s legislative pro-
cess, an ordinance must be 
considered at two separate 
readings before it may be 
adopted. 

The second reading of 
the proposed ordinance is 
scheduled for the City Council 
meeting on February 2, 2026.

Paul Sanftner
Public Information 

Officer
City of San Leandro

Investigation Report 
Was Flawed 

Editor,
I found the investiga-

tion report on San Leandro 
Council Member Xouhoa 
Bowen’s complaint against 
Councilmembers Victor Agu-
ilar and Fred Simon lacked 
completeness, organization 
and independence. 

I was compelled to write 
public comments to the City 
and the council and asked 
them to carefully evaluate this 
report. I cited typos, omis-
sions, innuendos, disorgani-
zation, and the report didn’t 
throughly follow-up when it 
was necessary. Fact checking 
is not only important but a 
must. I cited multiple exam-
ples from the report for their 
consideration. Nothing was 
addressed. However, I was not 
the only one. 

During the Jan. 20, 2026 
public hearing, a retired city 
employee and a union repre-
sentative made public com-

ments refuting facts in the 
report. The only reaction was 
from Councilmember Dylan 
Boldt, but it didn’t move the 
Council one bit, because they 
accepted the report and made 
no efforts to address any of 
their concerns. 

Please watch the recording 
of the Jan. 20 City Council 
meeting on the city’s website, 
time stamp from  2:27:30 to 
2:31:30, to hear the comments 
from the retired employee and 
the union representative who 
point out flaws in the report. 

The City and the council 
share in the responsibility 
for not ensuring the report is 
factual before accepting it. A 
factual report allows for real 
accountability and is a source 
for fair decision making. Oth-
erwise, it is a disservice not 
only to the complainant and 
the subjects but the San Lean-
dro’s 90,000 residents.

Melissa Wong
San Leandro

Under-Funded Schools 
Editor,

Californians look around 
and ask a fair question: if our 
home values are among the 
highest in the nation, why ar-
en’t our schools fully supplied 
and fully staffed?

One reason is that high 
market value is not the same as 
taxable value. Under Proposi-
tion 13, most property is taxed 
at about 1 percent of assessed 
value (plus voter-approved see LETTERS, page 8

Letters must include the writer’s name, address and 
phone number, and must be under 300 words. Letters 
can be edited for clarity or length. Letters are the views 
of the author and not necessarily the views of the 
newspaper or its advertisers. E-mail letters to: letters@
ebpublishing.com or send by mail to: The Editor, San 
Leandro Times, 2060 Washington Ave., San Leandro, 
CA 94577. 

LETTERS to the EDITOR

OPINION
  If ever there was a time to turn off the television 
-- especially during the evening news hour -- this 
is it. Between the stress and anxiety of current 
events that we can do nothing about and the shock-
ing mistakes we see being made (not to mention 
the resulting disrupted sleep and rising blood 
pressure), we can easily just press the off button 
on the remote.

  But what shall we do with our free time, once 
we have silenced the noise? We can read ...

  “Homework for Grown-Ups: Everything You 
Learned at School and Promptly Forgot,” by Eliza-
beth Foley and Beth Coates, is a trip down mem-
ory lane of all the facts and tidbits you used to 
know. The topics are covered in bite-size sections 
and include English language and literature, math, 
home economics, history, science and much more. 
Still wonder if you should use “that” or “which” 
in a sentence? Or you don’t remember the answer 
when your grandchild asks, “What’s the difference 
between a parallelogram and a rhombus?” Or if 
you need a refresher about rock, paper, scissors, 
the book will remind you. At the end of each sec-
tion is a quiz with answers in the back of the book. 
If you read a few pages every day, you’ll find it 
addicting!

  And we can write ...

  When is the last time you wrote someone a 
letter? Not an email, not a text message, not a 
letter typed on the computer and printed out, but a 
handwritten letter on nice stationery with a match-
ing envelope. And yes, they still make such things, 
sold in sets. While you’re shopping for stationery, 
consider buying a journal. If you make a habit of 
writing, without a daily dose of bad news, you’ll 
likely find yourself much more relaxed -- and 
happy.
(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Relax by Reading 
And Writing

bonds/assessments), and the 
assessed value generally rises 
no more than 2 percent per 
year until a sale or new con-
struction resets it to current 
market value. 

So yes, turnover and new 
development do raise overall 
property tax collections over 
time. But that still doesn’t 
provide even adequate school 
funding.

Here’s the part we are 
never told: California funds 
school districts through its 
Local Control Funding For-
mula (LCFF) - paid first with 
local property taxes, and then 
“backfilled” with state aid. 
The state calculates LCFF 
state aid by subtracting local 
property taxes from a district’s 
entitlement. 

At the statewide level, 
Proposition 98 is met using 
a mix of local property taxes 
plus monies from the state 
general fund—so when prop-
erty-tax revenue to schools 
rises, the general fund share 
needed to meet the minimum 
can (and will) shrink without 
violating the state Constitu-
tion.

How do we feel when 
told our child and his or her 
school is merely “adequate”?  
If we want better schools—
fewer supply drives, more 
teachers—we need a clear 
target and public account-
ability and cannot leave it to 
the state. 

510-276-1793  •  15508 E. 14th St., San Leandro  •  www.titossanleandro.com

Authentic Mexican Food & Cantina

        Outdoor Patio    

CELEBRATING 70 YEARS
IN FAMILY BUSINESS!

THANK YOU!

SINCE
1956

FREE! 
Chicken Quesadilla

with a purchase of two Entrees from:
Special Entrees OR Mexican Seafood Dishes

(offer expires February 28, 2026)

Single and double scoops only. Excludes waffle cones.
Valid only at 2000 Wayne Ave., San Leandro. Limit one coupon per customer per visit. 
Coupon must be presented at time of purchase. Void if copied. Expires 3/31/26.

Buy 2 Chicken Teriyaki Dinners, Get 
3rd One… FREEFREE
Buy an Order of Ramen Noodles, Get 
One California Roll… FREEFREE

MAY NOT BE 
COMBINED 
WITH ANY 

OTHER OFFER. 
EXPIRES 
2/28/26

JAPANESE RESTAURANT
Sushi Bar & Grill

1427 E. 14TH ST. • SAN LEANDRO • (510) 352-3748 • WWW.TSURUSUSHI.COM
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

You can run a classified ad for 
a little as $35 a week. Your ad runs 
in both of our newspapers, the 
Castro Valley Forum on Wednesday 
and the San Leandro Times on 
Thursday. You can also save by 
placing your ad on our website at 
castrovalleyforum.com or sanlean-
drotimes.com. We’ll call you for your 
credit or debit card info for payment. 

To  place  an  ad  by  phone  call 
Patrick Vadnais at  510-614-1555, 

Mon-Fri  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

BISTRO/KARAOKE

ZENTI BISTRO. KARAOKE with 
Host Fresh Kymm Every Tuesday 
6:30pm-9:00pm. *Ask about a FREE  
drink  with  purchase.  510-856-8541.
www.Zenti-Bistro.com  San Leandro

CATERING
HONEY BROWNS CATERING & 
MEAL PREP. Cooking with Love. 
Theron & Yetta Brown 510-606-8063. 
honeybrowns4you@gmail.com

CONCRETE SERVICE
*MP CONCRETE. Driveways, Patio, 
Retaining Walls, Stamped Concrete, 
Asphalt, Hauling. Lic.#1054154. Milo  
510-502-9336.

CONTRACTOR SERVICE

NOTICE TO READERS

California law requires that contrac-
tors taking jobs that total $500 or 
more (labor or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State License 
Board. State Law also requires that 
contractors include their license 
number on all advertising. Advertis-
ers   appearing on this page without  
a license number indicate that the 
contractor is not licensed. You can 
check the status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov or 
(800) 321-2752. Unlicensed contrac-
tors  taking jobs that total less than 
$500 must state in their advertise-
ments that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License Board.

FENCES/DECKS

*FENCES/ DECKS Repair/ Replace, 
Gutter Cleaning. Insured/ Bonded. 
Jerry 510-410-2427

FENCES/DECKS

Fence wobbly? Call Randy's Fence 
Reinforcement and save thousands! 
510-706-6189.

FLORIST
LUCY’S CREATIONS - Voted San 
Leandro’s Top Florist. Flowers for all 
occasions. Local delivery available.

Lucyscreationsforyou.com

GARAGE DOORS

HAPPY GARAGE DOOR REPAIR & 
MAINTENANCE. Best Repair Serv-
ice, Maintenance, Installation. 415-
716-2874.

GARDENING

*BEAUTY GARDEN LANDSCAPING
Design - Construction - Mainte-
nance. Cleanups, New Lawn, Artifi-
cial Grass, Irrigation, Patios, Path-
ways, Brick, Stone, Concrete Fence/  
Decks. Free Estimates! Lic.#925130. 
510-691-8852.
www.beautygardenlandscaping.com

GARDENING     MAINTENANCE, 
Cleanups, Tree Work, Pruning, Pow-
erWashing and all Handyman Serv-
ice.  Call  Cruz  510-798-0682.

JAIME’S  GARDENING
Maintenance,  Trimming,  Clean-
ups, Hauling, Sprinkler Repair/ 

Timers. FREE Estimates. Insured.
510-299-9583

Master Gardener/ Landscaper/ 
Handyman. 30 years. Senior Dis-
count. FREE Estimates. 510-427-
0455.

GGARDENINGARDENING/T/TREEREE SSERVICEERVICE

NAVA'S COMPLETE LANDSCAP-
ING: Mowing, trees, cleanup, haul-
ing, FREE  estimates. 510 512-5857.

GUTTER CLEANING
GUTTER WORKS Cleaning and Re-
pairs. Residential/ Commercial. Rea-
sonable Rates. FREE Estimates. 
925-575-4488. 

GutterWorks025@gmail.com

GIVEAWAYS

FREE - Piano Hammond Upright 
Grand 54” High 61” Wide 28” Deep. 
Good Condition-Beautiful Wood 
Bench Included. Call Kathleen 510-
919-5631.

GARDENING
HEALTH & FITNESS

Stop online scams. Real medical 
professionals are ready to help you 
lose weight with semaglutide. In-per-
son visits and personalized medical 
support. Call 510-930-9366. www.fit-
formula365.com.

Help for the homeowner
means business for you!

San Leandro Times
HOME SERVICES GUIDE

Call 614-1558

IF YOUR GARAGE SALE IS
RAINED OUT, WE'LL RUN
YOUR AD AGAIN FOR NO
EXTRA CHARGE.  SLTimes
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HELP WANTED

MOBILE SOFTWARE ARCHITECT: 
Abbott Diabetes Care Inc. in Alame-
da, CA. Develop & maintain architec-
tural blueprints for mobile app proj-
ects, ensuring alignment w/ overall IT
strategy & business goals. Bachelors 
or foreign equiv in Comp Sci, Soft-
ware (SW) Eng or rltd fld of study w/ 
min. 8 yrs of progressive pro SW de-
velopment exp. Alternatively will ac-
cept Masters or foreign equiv w/ min. 
6 yrs of progressive pro SW develop-
ment exp. Each alt requirement must 
possess min. 4 yrs of mobile devel-
opment & architecture exp in: (i) 
iOS/Android mobile app develop-
ment, architecture patterns & frame-
works; (ii) mobile app technologies & 
programming languages, incl: React 
Native, Swift, Kotlin, JNI, C/C++; (iii) 
cloud services (AWS, Azure, Google 
Cloud) & integrating various backend 
services (APIs, databases, etc.) w/ 
mobile apps; (iv) data architecture & 
design practices for mobile solutions; 
(v) Cybersecurity best practices & 
solutions & cryptography concepts for 
supported architecture; (vi) docu-
menting architectural & design deci-
sions; & (vii) Agile methodologies & 
DevOps practices. Employer will ac-
cept any suitable combo of educa-
tion, training, or exp. Partial telecom-
munication w/in area of work location 
is permissible for up to 4 days per 
week. An EOE. 40 hrs/wk. $213,512 
– $261,300/year. Send resumes to 
AbbottJobs1@abbott.com or by mail 
to Abbott Laboratories, Attn: 26J14A, 
Willis Tower, 233 S. Wacker Dr., 
Floor 26, Dept. 32, Chicago, IL
60606. Refer to ad code: ABT-0130-
ES.

R&D PROGRAM MANAGER – Ab-
bott Diabetes Care, Inc., an Abbott 
Labs Co., in Alameda, CA. Collabora-
tively lead medical device dvlpmnt 
program of small to medium scope, 
or subsection of large program, from 
design to prod. Bachelors or foreign 
equiv in Biomed Eng or in a rltd bio-
tech or eng fld of study w/ min. 5 yrs 
of rltd progressive pro med device 
eng, pharma eng, or healthcare eng 
exp. Alternatively will accept Masters 
w/ min. 3 yrs of pro med device eng, 
pharma eng or healthcare eng exp. 
Each alt requirement must possess 
exp in: (i) leading med device 
dvlpmnt program of small to medium 
scope or subsection of large program 
from design to prod thru biomed eng 
project mgmt or med device product 
dvlpmnt; (ii) developing comprehen-
sive program plans identifying objec-
tives, strategy, risks/risk mitigation, 
budget, effort estimates & schedule 
for new med device product dvlpmnt; 
(iii) ensuing robust design verifica-
tion, testing & validation & establish-
ing & contributing to program & prod-
uct DHF in compliance w/company 
procedures & domestic & internation-
al med device mfg regulations incl 
ISO 13485, ASTM, EU MDR & FDA
21 CFR 820; & (iv) utilizing tools & 
technologies incl enterprise resource 
& project mgmt tools incl SAP, MS 
Project &/or Windchill PLM; CAD 
software incl CREO, AutoCAD or Sol-
idWorks; Minitab stats & data analy-
sis tool; & visualization tools & techs, 
incl Gantt Charts. Employer will ac-
cept any suitable combo of educa-
tion, training, or exp. An EOE. 40 
hrs/wk. $156,270 - $228,000/year. 
Send resumes to AbbottJobs1@ab-
bott.com or by mail to Abbott Labora-
tories, Attn: 26J14A, Willis Tower, 
233 S. Wacker Dr., Floor 26, Dept. 
32, Chicago, IL 60606. Refer to ad 
code: ABT-0137-ES.

HELP WANTED

PROJECT MANAGER – Standing 
Stone LLC, an Abbott Labs Co. in 
Livermore, CA. Responsible for end-
to-end project management (mgmt.) 
for a suite of web-based medical de-
vice apps. Bachelors or foreign equiv 
in Engineering, Science or in rltd 
technical fld of study w/ min. 6 yrs of 
progressive pro SaaS digital engage-
ment web-based app & devices proj-
ect or program mgmt experience. Al-
ternatively, will accept a Masters or 
foreign equiv in Engineering, Science 
or in rltd technical fld of study w/ min. 
4 yrs of pro SaaS digital engagement 
web-based app & devices project or 
program mgmt experience. Each al-
ternative requirement must possess 
min. 4 yrs of pro experience in: (i) 
overseeing completion of multiple 
concurrent end-to-end medium size 
projects on time, w/in budget, across 
multi time zones & business functions 
& in alignment w/ stakeholders per 
Project Mgmt good practices; (ii) de-
fining detailed project plans w/ logical 
work breakdown structure w/ re-
source assignments, dependencies, 
dates & milestones; (iii) governance 
definition, intake of initiatives, project 
alignment, dependency mapping & 
mgmt, risk mgmt & project documen-
tation, & reporting; (iv) project mgmt 
life cycle inc project governance, 
business & stakeholder engagement, 
project scope definition & mgmt, proj-
ect change mgmt, project communi-
cations & reporting, project planning 
thru completion & project closure & 
assistance in post-app review; & (v) 
utilizing project & task mgmt tools 
(Smartsheets, JIRA, or rltd) & pre-
sentation software (MS Power Point, 
MS Whiteboard or rltd). Employer will 
accept any suitable combo of educa-
tion, training, or experience. An EOE. 
40 hrs/wk. $164,715- $180,000/yr. 
Send resumes to AbbottJobs1@ab-
bott.com or by mail to Abbott Labora-
tories, Attn: 26J14A, Willis Tower, 
233 S. Wacker Dr., Floor 26, Dept. 
32, Chicago, IL 60606. Refer to ad 
code: ABT-0133-ES.

HELP WANTED

MANAGER, DATA SCIENCE & 
BUSINESS ANALYTICS: Abbott Dia-
betes Care Sales Corp., an Abbott 
Labs co., located in Alameda, CA
seeks qualified Mgr, Data Sci & Bus 
Analytics. Responsible for taking on a 
leadership role in the development 
and communication of key perform-
ance indicators and strategic analy-
ses for key stakeholders. Bachelors 
or foreign academic equiv in Engi, 
Admin, Comp Sci, Stats, Data Analyt-
ics or in rltd fld of study w/ min. four 
(4) years of rltd pro experience in the 
following: (i) conducting quantitative 
& qualitative data analyses around 
ambiguous problems leveraging large 
data sets; (ii) building models & auto-
mated dashboards to monitor & opti-
mize business performance, address 
business questions, inform business 
decisions & develop revenue fore-
casts; (iii) creating & managing com-
plex data models, & integrating busi-
ness meanings & analytical needs 
w/3rd party & first party data points; 
(iv) administering databases using 
advanced SQL to create procedures 
& queries to satisfy business needs 
w/in AWS & Microsoft environments; 
(v) creating & deploying Machine 
Learning & AI models using Sales-
force Einstein Discovery/ AWS Sage-
maker/ Microsoft Azure or rltd; (vi) 
creating & managing data visualiza-
tion & descriptive analytics tools & 
their environments w/in Microsoft 
PowerBI/Fabric & Tableau; (vii) ad-
ministering data governance rltd to 
data models & their execution in In-
formatica environments. An EOE. 40 
hrs/wk. $164,403-$228,000/yr. Send 
resumes to 
AbbottJobs1@abbott.com or by mail 
to Abbott Laboratories, Attn: 26J14A, 
Willis Tower, 233 S. Wacker Dr., 
Floor 26, Dept. 32, Chicago, IL
60606. Refer to ad code: ABT-0132-
ES.

MANAGER, COMMERCIAL DATA
MANAGEMENT: Abbott Diabetes 
Sales Corp / Alameda, CA. Effective-
ly communicate & partner w/ internal 
& external stakeholders to gain 
agreement on business objectives & 
action plan to achieve them. Bache-
lors or foreign equiv in Comp Sci, 
Eng, Business Admin, Stats, Analyt-
ics or in rltd computational, analytical 
or math fld of study w/ min. 5 yrs of 
progressive pro data & analytical exp 
in healthcare industry, data mgmt, or 
business analytics. Alternatively will 
accept Masters degree w/ min. 3 yrs 
of pro data & analytical exp in health-
care industry, data mgmt, or business 
analytics. Each alt requirement must 
possess min. 3 yrs of pro work exp 
in: (i) developing Sales & Marketing 
insights using SAS, Python, SQL, Ad-
vanced MS Excel, Access & opera-
tionalize data insights using analytical 
&/or reporting tools, incl Qlik, Tableau 
& Power BI; (ii) developing data mod-
els using regression modeling, what-
if modeling, ROI modeling & rltd data 
models; (iii) identifying opportunities 
to integrate digital marketing data 
from various media sources into data 
models & analytics, incl Google, 
Adobe, Customer Relationship Mgmt 
(CRM) systems, social media & third-
party media; (iv) providing data for 
targeting, alignment, incentive comp, 
analytics & KPIs; (v) conducting data 
analytics using secondary data, incl 
Symphony, IQVIA & Komodo; (vi) 
conducting data analytics using pre-
scription, medical claims &/or longitu-
dinal patient-lvl data; (vii) cloud-
based data analytics tools thru AWS, 
incl AWS RedShift, Glue, S3 & SQL
workbench. Employer will accept any 
suitable combo of education, training 
or exp. An EOE. 40 hrs/wk. $194,834 
- $228,000/year. Send resumes to 
AbbottJobs1@abbott.com or by mail 
to Abbott Laboratories, Attn: 26J14A, 
Willis Tower, 233 S. Wacker Dr., 
Floor 26, Dept. 32, Chicago, IL
60606. Refer to ad code: ABT-0134-
ES.

HOUSE CLEANING
JUST LIKE GRAMMAS CLEAN-
ING!! Detail Cleaner with over 20-
years experience. 30-Days Airbnb 
Special $29 an hour. Fatimah 510-
978-6803.

LOCKSMITH

DAD’S LOCKSMITH. Excellent 
Service. Affordable Rates. Customer 
Satisfaction.  Call  925-820-5747.

MISC. FOR SALE
25 Wonderful Classical CD’s in excel-
lent condition. Call 510-654-1951.

PLUMBING SERVICE
PRIEBES PLUMBING “Where You 
Can Count On Honesty & Quality”. 
Lic.#1034397. Call 925-895-8977.

POWER WASHING

PRESSURE WASHING SPECIALS: 
Business Awnings, Sidewalks, House 
Exteriors. Gutter Cleaning & Repairs, 
Window Washing, etc. Call Martin, 
The Crown Gutter Service 510-384-
8041.

REAL ESTATE AGENTS

*SCOTT HARRISON DRE#00966212 
Sunshine Realty  510-388-4536

KEITH MURRAY DRE#01245452
Reliance Realty Group 510-582-5540

RESTAURANTS
Café Sorriso - FREE Coffee or Iced 
Tea with meal purchase (offer 
expires 1-10-26). 1501 Washington 
Ave.,  San Leandro.  510-351-3605.

SERVICES

SpotOn A Payment Processing 
Company POS. Credit card termi-
nals. Mobile terminals. Very low 
rates. No contract/ No junk fees. 
IC+05%/TFl10. Call 510-209-7282.

NEED - MUSIC LESSONS or
PIANO TUNING? 

Check the Classified Ads under
“MUSICAL SERVICES” for help.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED



Roundabout: Residents want cars to slow down 
continued from front page

San Leandro Times

Letters: Global Realignment Unfolding 
continued from page 5

Discipline: City Council quarrels with one another
continued from front page

Artists: Apply 
continued from front page

We can push for: (1) an in-
dependent statewide adequacy 
audit (classroom essentials, 
staffing, special ed, counsel-
ors) updated regularly; (2) a 
law requiring the budget to 
fund above the Prop 98 floor 

until adequacy targets are 
met; and (3) an annual local 
report showing each district’s 
“adequacy gap” in plain En-
glish. This is not difficult if 
we really want to eliminate 
those gaps.     

Sacramento can meet a 

formula and still miss the 
point. It’s time to fund what 
schools actually need—but 
we need to know exactly what 
we need—our children should 
not be educated by bake sales.

Peggy Heubel
San Leandro

Global Realignment 
Unfolding

Editor,
Trump says he invaded 

Venezuela because they stole 
“our” oil!  But how did “we” 
come to own Venezuela’s oil?

We set up local dictators 
who then “sold” their coun-
try’s resources to Yanqui cor-
porations. It was “strictly 
business”.

In time, those dictators 

fell to democratic rebel-
lions. When those revolutions’ 
popular democracies came to 
power, they nationalized their 
country’s resources.

Now Trump has stolen 
back what we stole previous-
ly, when Yanqui Imperialism 
ruled the hemisphere.

This expansion of domi-
nance in the Americas is made 
possible by withdrawing our 
military assets from Europe 
and the Middle East, which 
Trump is handing over to 
Putin. A global realignment 
is unfolding, with the USA’s 
influence severely diminished 
by a president who admires 
dictators like Putin and Xi.

Bruce Joffe
Piedmont

onto westbound MacArthur 
Boulevard. The barrier end-
ed one block west, at Lewis 
Avenue.

But Gunnar Hissam, who 
lives at the southwest corner of 
MacArthur and Lewis, said he 
and neighbors have document-
ed 21 accidents since 2023. He 
reports that drivers frequently 
make left turns onto Lewis 
Avenue to perform U-turns 
and head east on MacArthur 
Boulevard, a maneuver he 
says has resulted in repeated 
crashes. 

Hissam said he has raised 
the issue with the San Leandro 
City Council, but nothing has 
been done and he expects ac-
cidents will continue in 2026.

Crashes that have occurred 
include a dump truck break-
ing a fire hydrant; an SUV 
that flipped over after being 
rear-ended, which sent the 
driver and her infant to the 
hospital; and a Highway Patrol 
vehicle that was broadsided 
in early 2025. Another fire 

hydrant was struck and decap-
itated just last month.

As planning for the round-
about continues, residents 
say the ongoing accidents 
highlight the need for inter-
im safety measures until the 
roundabout is complete. 

Supporters of the proj-
ect argue that a completed 
roundabout will ultimately 
reduce conflict points, slow 
traffic, and improve safety for 
drivers and the surrounding 
neighborhood. 

Planning and 
Infrastructure Progress

Several infrastructure-re-
lated tasks are nearing com-
pletion. PG&E has relocated 
utilities to new poles, with 
remaining poles scheduled 
for removal once Comcast 
transfers its equipment. 

City staff are also coordi-
nating with PG&E to remove 
a previously unmapped utility 
riser, an issue expected to be 
resolved in early 2026.

Efforts to finalize a sepa-

rate maintenance agreement 
between the cities of San 
Leandro and Oakland have 
temporarily stalled due to 
staffing changes in Oakland. 
Meanwhile, San Leandro has 
submitted an application to 
the East Bay Municipal Util-
ity District for a new water 
meter to provide irrigation 
for the planned roundabout 
landscaping.

According to page 217 of 
the city’s adopted 2026–2027 
Biennial Budget, the Public 
Works Department has secured 
a $9 million federal grant cov-

ering multiple projects. These 
include “crosstown corridor 
improvements, roundabout 
construction, pedestrian safe-
ty upgrades, the Hesperian 
Boulevard Class IV cap clo-
sure, citywide trash-capture 
compliance, and removal of 
abandoned shoreline vessels.”

With grant funding now 
secured, construction appears 
more feasible. The project is 
scheduled to go out for bids 
in February 2027 with con-
struction to be completed by 
January 2028 at an estimated 
cost of $4.3 million.

have created some landmark 
art works, including the San 
Leandro Improvement Asso-
ciation which worked with 
local mosaic artist and mu-
ralist Christine Pacheco to 
transform the planter at East 
14th and Davis streets into a 
mosaic.

Another Arts & Culture 
Grants Program award win-
ner, Juniper Corner, worked 
with local artist and muralist 
Brian Barneclo who designed 
and painted a vibrant mural 
on the exterior of Juniper 
Corner’s future home at 1900 
East 14th St.

Grants up to $5,000 are 
available. Grant application 
guidelines and application 
forms will be available at 
www.SanLeandro.org/Arts-
CultureGrants starting on 
Tuesday, February 3.

Application assistance is 
available by emailing Library-
Info@sanleandro.org and at 
a Grant Applicant Mixer and 
Q&A on Thursday, February 
5, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at the 
San Leandro Main Library, 
300 Estudillo Avenue in the 
Karp Room.

The deadline for submit-
ting an Arts & Culture Grant 
application is Friday, Feb. 27.

cipline, like resident Molen 
Dupri Dominguez, called 
the behavior “appalling” and 
urged maximum action to 
restore public trust. 

Caroline Jones described 
Aguilar’s actions as “sus-
tained” misconduct, including 
gaslighting and undermining 
women’s leadership. 

But critics, such as Mi-
chael McGuire, labeled the 
report “biased” and politically 
motivated, arguing it miscon-
strued policy disagreements 
as offenses.

Aguilar defended himself, 
stating, “Disagreement is not 
misconduct. Speech is not 
violence.” 

Aguilar brought up his ex-
periences as a gay man facing 
discrimination and rejected 
claims of gender bias, saying 
the allegations are an attack on 
independent judgment.

The council voted 4-2 to 
approve discipline for Aguilar 
with a statement of disapprov-
al and admonition, including 
expectations for behavioral 
correction and training. Coun-
cilmembers  Boldt, Bowen, 
Vivos-Walton, and Gonzalez 
voted yes; Azevedo and Si-
mon voted no, with Aguilar 
excluded. 

Bowen, who seconded the 
motion, expressed hope for 
reflection, saying, “The real 
work is changing behavior.”

Hearing on Simon
The second hearing mir-

rored the first, with findings 
specific to Simon. The report 
found Simon retaliated against 
Bowen after her vote on his 
2024 censure, derailing coun-
cil consideration of Bowen’s 
priorities at an April 2024 
planning session, differential 
treatment reflecting gender 
bias toward female council 
members and staff.

Public comment was di-
vided. Jesse Rubin urged 
discipline to prevent “bully 
politics” from becoming nor-
malized. But Melissa Wong 
criticized the report’s “bias” 
and omissions. 

Union representative Jeff 
Duritz disputed claims of “no 
credible reason” for opposing 
certain appointments, citing 
overlooked union concerns.

Simon vehemently chal-
lenged the report’s validity, 
calling it “poorly written and 
factually incorrect.” He ar-
gued his vice mayor vote 
against Bowen was based on 
perceived impartiality issues, 
not bias, and said there were 
investigative flaws like “dou-
ble hearsay” and ignoring 
documentation.

The council again voted 
4-2 for discipline, approving 
a statement of disapproval and 
admonition. Boldt, Bowen, 
Gonzalez, and Viveros-Walton 
voted yes; Aguilar and Azeve-

do voted no, and Simon was 
excluded. 

Simon proposed restor-
ative justice mediation and 
policy reforms, saying, “Dis-
cipline does not change be-
havior.”

Broader Implications: Calls 
for Healing and Reform

Throughout the meeting, 
council members expressed 
frustration over the time and 
resources consumed—over a 
year and $134,000. 

Bowen lamented the toxic 
workplace environment, say-
ing, “I needed the behavior 

to stop.” 

Other Council Business
In closing remarks, coun-

cilmembers reflected on 
community events like the 
Martin Luther King Jr. youth 
oratorical contest and the late 
Mayor Stephen Cassidy’s 
memorial. 

Bowen said she was con-
cerned about immigration 
amid national tensions. 

Mayor Juan Gonzalez ad-
journed the meeting in recog-
nition of lives lost, including 
Renee Good and those in ICE 
custody.

Deer Creek Funeral Service
Cremation Services

Castro Valley Office
Please call (510) 317-7890

Jayspencer29@yahoo.com
FD1505 fdr651
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HYBRID CREDENTIAL PROGRAM
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AMS Credential

346 Academic & 540 Practicum Hours
F-1 Eligibility

22781 Canyon Ct 94552
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Montessori-Training.com

Become a Montessori teacher
Impact the world!
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Impact the world!
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