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This year’s Good Egg is a longtime advocate of history, literacy and Petaluma

Connie Williams has run the local library’s History Room for 8 years

Connie Williams, Petaluma history librarian, talks to guests about famous sculptor Mary
Fuller McChesney in celebration of Women’s History Month at Sonoma State Historic Park in
Sonoma, Saturday, March 7, 2026. (Darryl Bush/For The Press Democrat)
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The Petaluma History Room is a very special place.

Located inside the Petaluma Regional Library behind an expansive glass partition, it contains
information about, seemingly, every aspect of Petaluma’s storied history.

Ever considered who was the builder or previous occupant of your historic home? The name
of Petaluma’s first mayor? Wanted to know when the World’s Wrist-wresting Championships
took place or what and where was Haystack Landing?

Answers to these and many other questions are all there.

Understandably, finding the answers to the myriad questions asked by visitors, students,
teachers, historians and family history buffs may seem daunting. Thankfully, History Room
Librarian Connie Williams is there to cheerfully navigate people through the archives, city
directories, high school yearbooks and other sources of reference.



In addition, she’s the co-mastermind behind the creation of Luma-Con, Petaluma’s wildly
popular annual tribute to literacy — a festival celebrating comic books, Star Wars, Star Trek,
role playing, costumes, pop culture and more.

Connie Williams in the History Room at the Petaluma Regional Library in Petaluma Thursday,
April 2, 2026. (Beth Schlanker / The Press Democrat)

In a well-deserved acknowledgement of her commitment to preserving our local history and
more, Williams has been selected as the 2026 recipient of Petaluma’s Good Egg award.

As with most of the previous 45 Good Egg honorees, beginning in 1983, Williams was
surprised and delighted when she heard the news.

“Oh my gosh, I can’t believe this,” she said, sporting a wide smile. “It's so heartwarming
being embraced by the people and the town.” Adding that the honor is “absolutely thrilling”
and truly humbling, Williams admitted, “I'm usually the person behind the curtain, not in
front of it.”

Williams’ selection as Good Egg this year was simplified because of the numerous
recommendations recognizing her community spirit, her commitment to preserving
Petaluma’s fascinating history and making Petaluma a more welcoming place. In addition to
joyfully assisting others in understanding and valuing our history, she’s extended existing
collections to better represent and describe it, along with adding new materials including
books, photographs, recordings (film and audio), diaries, business ledgers and scrapbooks.
She brings local history to life in ways that feel accessible and engaging and she excels at
encouraging people to love Petaluma.

Williams regularly works with historians and authors and publishes informative and
entertaining blogs on the library’s website, covering various historical topics represented in
the History Room collections.

Prior to heading the Petaluma History Room for the past eight years, Williams made an
indelible impression on countless students at Kenilworth Jr. High and Petaluma High School,
where she served 28 years as teacher-librarian.

Williams was born in Sunland-Tujunga in Los Angeles County.

“As a kid I was a book nerd,” she said. "I read a lot. I'm so grateful I was a teenager in the
,605.”

In 1975, she graduated from Sonoma State with a bachelor’s degree in geography, though
her initial focus was studying English. Before that, she had a patchwork of endeavors,
including a summer dance program in Colorado, working at a motel, a winery and as a
teacher’s aide in Yountville and living on a houseboat on the Napa River.

After graduation she moved to Emporia, Kansas, working on a wheat farm before enrolling at
Emporia State University and earning her master’s degree in library science in 1977. She
soon returned to California, where she began looking for a job as a librarian, but such
positions were scarce. Meanwhile, Williams’ not-yet-husband Rod was studying for his degree
in instructional technology, which led to a job in movie industry production.



Two years later they moved to Petaluma, married and became the parents of Bryn (1982)
and Erin (1985), before Connie returned to SSU to get her teaching credential. Her resume
grew to include positions at Prentice-Hall Publishing, at Petaluma City Schools as teacher-
librarian — at Kenilworth Jr. High for 20 years and at Petaluma High for 8 years — as an
instructor-librarian at Santa Rosa Junior College and more. In 2018 she was hired as the
History Room librarian.

Williams has authored “Understanding Government Information: A Teaching Strategy Toolkit
for Grades 7-12,” and co-wrote “Teaching Life Skills in the Public Library.” She has also
published 12 articles in library journals, including “"On the Road Again: The Stories Maps Can
Tell,” describing how you can use Route 66 as a literal road map for teaching U.S. history.

“One of the joys of being a librarian,” she said, “is you get to think about a lot of subjects.
I'm not a student of Petaluma history, but I see myself as a connector of information. The
whole idea is to connect people with others and people from the past.”

As president of the California School Library Association, she gave presentations advocating
for school libraries, including once at a congressional hearing.

“At Kenilworth,” she said, *"my job was to teach library skills to students and teachers and to
research processes and create learning programs. Kenilworth had a wonderful approach to
reading and curiosity.”

While there, she put on many programs for students.

“One of the highlights, which I'm really proud of, was my idea to televise the daily
announcements into every classroom from the library,” she said. *“We had student announcers
and camera crews. It was called Kenilworth TV, or KTV.”

The program was so successful that when the new Kenilworth campus went into construction,
a studio was built.

“I loved the junior high, but I was ready for a change,” she said. “Petaluma High had
wonderful teachers open to ideas. Luma-Con came along during my PHS tenure.”

At the History Room, “It’s been an honor for me to be the person that opens the door for the
curious,” she said. “I'm a curator and facilitator, that’s the fun part.”

Harlan Osborne’s Toolin” Around Town is a long-running Argus-Courier column in which he
profiles members of the community. Reach him at harlan@sonic.net.



