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All are called; few choose to respond.


In the name of God our Creator, Sanctifier and Redeemer, Amen.
Jesus’ parable about the King’s banquet in Matthew’s Gospel contains both inspiring and deeply disturbing moments.
First, the wedding feast reflects the great joy and abundance of the kingdom of heaven, and God’s delight in drawing people into communion with himself through his beloved Son. The King goes all out, ensuring only the best and finest, from the large hall to the linens, decorations, food, and drink, and the large list of people he invited to the celebration. 
Yet the invitation was refused. Some were too absorbed in their ordinary pursuits to recognize the King’s gift, and others responded with violence toward the king’s servants. The parable contains severe and troubling imagery of judgment, reminding us how seriously God takes the rejection of grace and the mistreatment of those sent in his name. But the king does not abandon the celebration. He widened the invitation and gathered all kinds of people, until the hall was full.
And then the parable confronts us with one more difficult image: a guest without a wedding garment was cast out. We hear the sobering words, ‘Many are called, but few are chosen which is the parable’s theme: the invitation of God goes out widely, but not everyone receives it, believes it, or permits its transformation. 
We may relate this parable to our own lives by asking, not just once but throughout our lives, how do we respond to God’s invitation to live in the kingdom of God?
We have two choices: yes or no.
If we say yes to the invitation, we need to understand why God is asking us to wear a wedding garment. The wedding garment is not an actual suit or gown, but the new life God gives us in Christ: a life that changes our hearts, minds, and souls so that God’s love and mercy are visible in our interactions with others. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  Book of Common Prayer, pp. 304–305, 308] 

Our yes also means that when we see God’s generosity in this parable, we are reminded that he cares deeply for those who are hurting, which transforms and gives us the desire not only to be part of God’s Kingdom, but also to imitate Christ.[footnoteRef:2] by receiving God’s grace of courage to stand with those who suffer injustice, poverty, and oppression.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  Psalm 146:7–9; Luke 4:18–19; Ephesians 5:1–2]  [3:  Book of Common Prayer, pp. 304–305] 

The alternative response is lived out in the many ways we can close ourselves off to God’s invitation, through preoccupation, resentment, greed, fear, or the assumption that discipleship can wait.
In our modern world, this refusal of God’s will may seem ordinary, and even invisible to us, such as;
Through consumerism: We live in a world where it is incredibly easy to insulate ourselves from discomfort. We buy clothes without asking if they were made in overseas sweatshops using exploited labor. We walk past neighbors experiencing homelessness on our city streets and tune them out because we are rushing to our next appointment. 
Through displacement: Consider the modern housing crisis and gentrification. When neighborhoods change, people with economic power often see properties as investments; they can buy a home cheaply, then flip it for a profit while low-income families are priced out and pushed to the margins.
Through our comfort gap: When our own bank accounts are stable, and our neighborhoods are safe, it is easy to assume the economic and social systems work for everyone. We become indifferent to the fact that millions suffer under the pressure of generational poverty, institutional racism, and failing infrastructure. 
Like the first guests in the parable, we can become so focused on our own resentments, self-protection, or distractions that God’s call to love our neighbor becomes optional rather than our main focus.
The parable makes clear that indifference to God’s purposes is no small matter. A kingdom ordered by mercy and justice cannot be created while we cling to self-absorption and profit at the expense of human dignity.
Also notice how God’s grace is wider than our expectations because the King did not cancel the celebration when the guests refused. Instead, he did something completely unexpected. He told his servants: "Go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find."[footnoteRef:4] [4: Matthew 22:9] 

Suddenly, the banquet hall changes completely, no longer reserved for the expected, the respectable, or the well-connected. The hall fills with all kinds of people, especially those who would never expect to be there. 
If we compare this parable with our world today, we can see who is still pushed to the edges, refugees fleeing violence only to find unjust immigration systems. We see widening wealth gaps where billionaires hoard unprecedented fortunes while families in our own communities rely on underfunded food pantries to survive. We see individuals trapped in systemic patterns of poverty, disabled and elder citizens struggling without adequate care or resources. 
But the King flips this worldly hierarchy upside down: the center becomes those who are marginalized, as God invites the poor as guests of honor. And whenever society rejects them, God builds a bigger table for them to join the celebration. 
As the body of Christ, this parable guides us because we can’t say we serve God if our ministries and advocacy only help those who are comfortable. We are called to be servants who go into tough places, like marginalized neighborhoods, detention centers, prisons, and shelter lines, to stand with those God loves and society forgets.
At the end of this parable, the king says, "For many are called, but few are chosen"[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  Matthew 22:14] 

This is one of the most often-misused lines in Scripture. It does not point to a secret list of the spiritually favored, but to the reality that saying yes to God’s invitation means consenting to be changed. 
God’s call is universal. The invitation goes out to everyone, the good and the bad, the rich and the poor. To be chosen is to accept the king’s invitation with humility, enter the feast clothed in Christ's mercy, and let that humility and mercy reshape the way we live.
The wedding garment is not a sign of social status or personal achievement. In our church tradition, the wedding garment is seen as the new life we receive in Christ in baptism, a life of grace, mercy, and transformation.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Book of Common Prayer, pp. 299–30] 

One sign that we are learning the life of the kingdom is that we begin to see those whom society excludes not as strangers, but as neighbors with whom Christ has already chosen to dwell.
We are called to embody, however imperfectly, the welcome of the king’s banquet because Jesus set the table for us through his cross and resurrection, and he still gathers us at it. 
In this parable, and above all in Christ, we see God’s justice and mercy joined together, and we see how easily our own comfort and fear can close our eyes to the suffering of others.
Now, we stand at a moment of decision. The invitation has gone out to all of us. Will we step into the hall, see our neighbors suffering from injustice, and join them? Will we accept the King’s invitation, understanding that it requires us to let go of indifference and self-interest and put on the wedding gown of Christ’s active righteousness?
This week, as we leave this sacred place, we are called to be God’s servants in a broken world. True worship doesn’t stop with the last song we sing today; it begins when we go out into the streets. 
Christ has welcomed us to the feast; I invite you to respond in three practical ways.
1. Examine: reflect on your daily routines, spending habits, and investments. Commit to supporting ethical businesses, practicing fair trade, and using your resources to help someone in need. 
2. Mentor: Seek out those experiencing poverty and isolation in our local community. Volunteer in a nearby shelter, mentor a student in an underfunded school district. We cannot love our neighbors if we do not know their names. 
3. Justice: Speak up against unfair systems in your workplace, local government, and neighborhoods. Write, advocate, and vote in ways that protect the vulnerable, shelter the refugee, and break the chains of generational poverty. 
Let us not be content to sit comfortably in the banquet hall while the world starves on the streets outside. 
Let us go out into our community to show everyone we care. 
Let us invite the brokenhearted to come in. 
Let us show our community at large the true, beautiful character of our king through the way we live, in every moment of every day.
Amen
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