THE JEWS AND JOHN

John 3:22-36

I. THE WITNESS OF JOHN THE BAPTIST.  John 3:22-30

A. John and His Baptism. (3:22-27) 

1. The Baptism of Jesus. (3:22) “After these things came Jesus…and baptized.” However, it was actually our Lord’s disciples who baptized according to 4:2. The water baptism of Jesus was at the time much like the baptism of John. Its purpose was a preparation for the kingdom, but neither water baptism is to be confused with the believer’s water baptism. New Testament believer’s water baptism was instituted after the resurrection. See Matthew 28:19-20.
2. The Baptism of John. (3:23-27) 

a. The Controversy. (3:23-25) “Then there arose a question…about purifying.” John’s baptism concerned repentance and it was a ceremonial purifying. There are various occasions for purifying by water under the Law and the Jewish leaders questioned John’s authority. This is the same controversy of John 1:25. 
b. The Concession. (3:26-27) Some expressed a concern that Jesus baptized more disciples than John.  John the Baptist was not concerned because he understood his role and he did the will of God.
John 1:25, “And they asked him, and said unto him, Why baptizest thou then, if thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet?”

John 2:6, “And there were set there six waterpots of stone, after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, containing two or three firkins apiece.”

John 11:55, “And the Jews' passover was nigh at hand: and many went out of the country up to Jerusalem before the passover, to purify themselves.”

Hebrews 9:10, “Which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed on them until the time of reformation.”

Hebrews 10:22, “Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.”

Acts 15:9, “And put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith.”

1 Peter 3:21, “The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:”

John 1:15, “John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me.”
B. John and the Bridegroom. (3:28-30) John the Baptist continued his concession with an illustration – the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom rejoices at the wedding. Jesus is the bridegroom and John is the friend in his illustration. So, who’s the bride? The bride of Jesus Christ is the church (2 Cor. 11:2). Therefore, John the Baptist is not the first pastor of the New Testament, but rather, he is the last prophet of the Old Testament (Luke 16:16).
Luke 16:16, “The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it.”

II. THE WITNESS OF JOHN THE BELOVED.  John 3:31-36

A. The Testimony of God. (3:31-33)  
1. Adequately Declared. (3:31) All of the prophets are “of the earth” and, therefore, have limitations. Jesus identified John the Baptist as among the best of the Old Testament prophets (Luke 7:28), but even he was “earthy.” However, Jesus Christ is the prophet (Deuteronomy 18:15) “from above” and he is free of the limitations felt by ordinary human prophets. Compare Hebrews 1:1-2.

2. Actually Disbelieved. (3:32) “And what he hath seen and heard, that he testifieth; and no man receiveth his testimony.” Jesus Christ was not simply an inspired prophet or an angel from God, but he was God. Yet, people actually disbelieved him (and still do). That’s incredible.

3. Absolutely Dependable. (3:33) “He that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that God is true.” This conveys the idea of certifying a legal document by affixing an official seal. Every genuine believer testifies that God is true.

B. The Truth of God. (3:34-36) 

1. The Spirit of God. (3:34) “For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him.” The prophets of the Old Testament were inspired by God (2 Timothy 3:16), but their inspiration was partial and intermittent. However, the Lord Jesus was not given “the Spirit by measure.” The Holy Spirit continuously inspired him.
2. The Son of God. (3:35) “The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand.” The depth of the love is indicated by the measure of the gift.
3. The Salvation of God. (3:36) “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” Unbelief is the unforgivable sin and the “wrath of God” abides on the Christ-rejecting unbeliever. See Revelation 14:10.
Luke 7:28, “For I say unto you, Among those that are born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist: but he that is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”

Matthew 11:3, “And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another?”

Hebrews 1:1, “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;”

Hebrews 1:9, “Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.”

Revelation 14:10, “The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:”
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