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The Epistle
October 2022

“Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
(Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians 1:2)

God is Still Speaking
THE PONDERING PASTOR
It seems that the busy time of year is upon us. Our children, youth, and teachers are busy
with school and extracurricular activities. The rest of us are busy with Fall routines as well.
All too soon the Harvest Bazaar will be here and before we know it Advent will begin.
As we enter this busy season, it is a good time to heed the reminder the Apostle Paul gave
us: “As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience” (Colossians 3:12). It is when we are the busiest and the most likely to
be stressed out that we need to recall that we are God’s people. As God’s people we are
called to show kindness and compassion, humility and patience, even when we would just
rather not. This does not mean we are perfect people; we can each lose our tempers from
time to time. However, part of our Christian practice is to try to engage the world from
the perspective of compassion and meekness, patience and kindness. In short, we want to
live as if we are always interacting with Christ himself. Whenever we fall short of this, we
simply acknowledge it, at least to ourselves, and begin again.
We are a committed Christian community. But I bring these things to mind because as we
enter our busy season we will have challenges ahead. We will come together as a
community as we prepare and host our annual Harvest Bazaar. As the Fall progresses we
will run our stewardship drive and prepare budgets for the coming year. We will continue
to care for those who are ill, even as we try to help those in need and feed those who are
hungry. Doing the work Christ calls us to can be taxing, but our faith equips us for all we
are called to do. So let us do what we are called to do with kindness, humility, meekness,
patience, and compassion.
Be A Blessing To All,
Pastor Kelli
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WEEKLY CHURCH USE:
LA HERMOSA– TH 7:00 PM, SAT & SUN 3:00 PM
BOYSCOUTS– TUESDAY 6:00 PM
CUBSCOUTS– WEDNESDAY 5:30 PM
MIA’s LEARNING TREE 8:30-2:40 MWF, 9:00-2:15 T & TH
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PIE @
NOON
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10:30 a.m.
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Worship
10:30 a.m.
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TRUSTEES
6 P.M.
COUNCIL
6:45 P.M.
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BIBLE
STUDY
6 P.M.

Noisy Change
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12

FELLOWSHIP

Blessing of
the animals
Worship
10:30 a.m.
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STUDY
6 P.M.
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Deacons
9:15 a.m.
Worship
10:30 a.m.

6

20
BIBLE
STUDY
6 P.M.

27

CARL &
TRESSIE
PARSON
MEMORIAL
1P.M.

28

29

BIBLE
STUDY
6 P.M.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR
OUR ANNUAL HOLIDAY HARVEST
BAZAAR NOVEMBER 5TH!

FOOD PANTRY
Our food pantry is in need of peanut butter,
canned veggies, canned fruit, beans, and
soup. We except any unexpired
non-perishable food
items and toiletries.
Thank you to the people
that have been giving
money and we plan to use
that to stock up when the
case sale starts!

OCTOBER 10TH
NOON

We will be meeting in the
Fellowship hall. Please bring a
snack/appetizer and a
beverage of your choice.
All women welcome!

WHO DOESN’T LOVE
FREE PIE?!
Be sure to join us on
Wednesday, October 19
at Noon
for Lunch & Pie!
They offer free pie on
Wednesdays! YUMMM!

Pub
Theology
TBA

Don’t forget about our
church book checkout cart
in the Pilgrim Room.
There is something for
everyone to enjoy!

Worship in October

During October our congregation marks several events in worship. We look forward to your joining
us in person or on Facebook Live.
October 2nd is World Communion Sunday, UCC’s Neighbors in Need Sunday, and the day we
have a luncheon to raise money for our 5 for 5 offerings. In worship we will hear
Exodus 14: 5-7, 10-31 and Matthew 12: 9-21 as we think about stretching
ourselves to serve others. Please RSVP for lunch so we know how much to make
and be generous in your giving to our denomination’s missions.
October 9th is our annual Blessing of the Animals. Feel free to bring your well behaved pet to
worship for a blessing. You may also bring a picture of a pet. If you would like a
large animal blessed, call the office and we can meet you outside in the labyrinth
after worship. We will hear Exodus 19:1-9 and Psalm 91.
October 16th We will hear Joshua 24:1-31 and Matthew 6:24-34 in worship.
October 23th We will hear 2 Samuel 11:1-5, 26-27 12:1-9 and Matthew 21: 28-44 in worship.
October 30th is All Saints Sunday. We will have pictures of congregation members who have
died in the last year. If there is a loved one you would like to honor please bring a
photo to worship. Our scriptures will be 1 Kings 3:1-15 and Matthew 13:54-58.

It takes a community to run a church!
We’d like to thank…
Pastor Jenny and Pastor Levi for filling in while
Pastor Kelli was gone!
John A., Julie G., Mary Ruth, and Deacons for being
worship leaders!
Ed L. for setting up our livestream and making
recorded music work in worship!
Deacons, Joy C., and Jana E. for hosting
fellowship!
Our Trustees for getting a bid to fix our roof!
Linden and Paul for mowing the lawn!
Thanks to all who give to the food pantry!

Bible Study is currently
reading Ecclesiastes. We will
finish this in mid-October.
Please join us and help us
decide what to read next!

Don't forget to register and
use www.smile.amazon.com when
shopping online. Register
First Congregational Church,
Rock Springs, WY
as your charity of choice and we will
receive a rebate on every purchase
you make.

In Memory
Carl Parsons
OCTOBER 30TH

September 6, 1930 - September 5, 2022

We will recognize All Saint’s
Day in Worship. Please
bring a photo of a loved one
whom you would like to
remember to worship.

Memorial Service for
Carl and Tressie Parsons
October 21st 1 pm in the sanctuary.

We would like to have one or two
other people learn how we do our
live streaming on Sunday morning. If
this is something you can help with
let Pastor Kelli know.

We are looking for church members who
would like to teach Sunday School, one
Sunday per month. You will be teaching
with another adult. Please let Pastor Kelli
know if you are interested so teams can be
made!

A new suicide
prevention number is in
place nationwide!

Pick up the tab for the
Ronald McDonald House
Intermountain Area!

Please drop tabs off at the church.

COLLECTING CANS
AND BOTTLES
We continue to collect cans and
bottles for recycling. The funds from this
collection are add to our
discretionary fund.
*Remember to take
your tabs off the cans
and bring them to the
office for the Ronald
McDonald House.*

ROOF/CROSS REPAIR UPDATE
On July 10, 2022, the Congregation of FCC
held a special meeting for the purpose of
receiving authorization to use Investment
Funds beyond the amount allowed each year to
repair the roof/skylight area of the church.
This involves removal of the exterior cross
(which needs repair and welding because of
damage) as well as replacing the skylight and
area of the roof which is causing water damage
in the Sanctuary. A unanimous vote granted
approval to withdraw the necessary funds, and
minutes are on file in the church office.
Trustees have been working on this problem
since that time securing a contractor, arranging
for equipment to remove the cross outside
(perhaps on the inside as well) and trying to get
a welder to do repair to the cross on the
exterior. A contract has been signed with John
Blatter Construction, and work will commence
the latter part of October. Funds will be
withdrawn in two segments with a down
payment for one-half of the cost and final
payment upon completion. This does not
include the amount needed to pay for the
removal/replacement of the exterior cross.
Repair may be in excess of $25,000 but will be
monitored closely by trustees. We are truly
blessed that we have our Investment Funds to
help pay for this major repair.

Seeking Raffle Baskets and Items

As we plan for the fall bazaar, we are seeking people to sponsor baskets and
items for our raffle. If you’d like to donate a basket or raffle item, have it at the
church office no later than noon October 13th.

The Rocky Mountain Conference Anti-Racist Space
Our Conference, The Rocky Mountain Conference of the UCC has made a commitment to cultivating anti-racism. You are invited to two zoom events as part of this ongoing work.
The Anti-Racist Readers will read and discuss Jamar Tisby's book 'The Color of Compromise:
The Truth About the American Church's Complicity in Racism on Zoom
October 4, 11, 18, 25, Nov 1, and 9th at 6:30 pm
Go to rmcucc.org then click on Anti Racist Space to get to the page to Register. Talk to Pastor
Kelli if you need help signing up.
The Intersection: Race and Disability in celebration of Access Sunday, the Conference will
host a lecture and Q and A by Rev. H. Russell Ewell. Rev Ewell is a pastor, scholar, and disability
justice advocate (and friend of Pastor Kelli) via Zoom on Wednesday October 5th 6:30 pm. Go
to rmcucc.org then click on Anti-Racist Space to get to the page to Register. Talk to Pastor Kelli
if you need help signing up.

