THE COMING OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

Luke 1:56-80


I. THE DEPARTURE OF MARY.  Verse 56

“And Mary abode with her (Elisabeth) about three months…” Mary came to visit when Elisabeth was in the sixth month of her pregnancy (Verse 36) and stayed three months. So, she left Zacharias and Elisabeth just before the birth of John the Baptist. Then Mary reluctantly returned home to face Joseph and her family. However, she apparently had the priestly endorsement of Zacharias. 

II. THE DELIVERANCE OF ELISABETH.  Verses 57-66

A. The Coming of the Neighbors. (Verses 57-58)  Elisabeth delivered a son in her old age and the news spread of how God had shown her great mercy. Neighbors and cousins rejoiced with her.
B. The Crisis of the Name. (Verses 59-63)  Eight is the number of new beginnings and every Jewish male child was circumcised on the eighth day (Genesis 17:12). At the time of the circumcision the child was officially given a name. (The Augustinian practice of christening is believed to be the New Testament equivalent, but this is nonsense.)  It was assumed at the circumcision of John the Baptist that his name would be Zacharias after his father. “And his mother answered and said, Not so; but he shall be called John.”  This was thought to be odd because no one in the family was named John. So, Zacharias was called in. He was unable to speak, but he could write.  “And he asked for a writing table, and wrote, saying, His name is John. And they marvelled all.”
C. The Confirmation of the Name. (Verses 64-66)  The name, John, was confirmed with a miracle. “And his (Zacharias) mouth was opened immediately, and his tongue loosed, and he spake, and praised God.” Compare Mark 16:20, “And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.” The last words spoken by Zacharias had been words of doubt, but now he spoke words of delight! He had wanted a sign, but now he wanted to sing! This brought the fear of God to the neighbors and the news of these things “were noised abroad throughout all the hill country of Judaea.” Many pondered the news and said, “What manner of child shall this be!” All the while the “hand of the Lord” was with John the Baptist. God’s four hundred years of silence ended. There was a prophet in Judea.
Genesis 17:12, “And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man child in your generations, he that is born in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, which is not of thy seed.”

Genesis 21:3, “And Abraham called the name of his son that was born unto him, whom Sarah bare to him, Isaac. 4 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac being eight days old, as God had commanded him.”

Philippians 3:5, “Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee;”

Luke 2:21, “And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his name was called JESUS, which was so named of the angel before he was conceived in the womb.”

Romans 4:11, “And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also:”

III.
THE DECLARATION OF ZACHARIAS.  Verses 67-79

A. Words About Jesus.  (Verses 67-69)   

1. The Spirit of God. (Verse 67)  “And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied…”  This is an example of inspiration. Compare 2 Peter 1:21. So, Zacharias took his place among the prophets.
2. The Son of God. (Verses 68-69)  “The Lord God of Israel…hath visited and redeemed his people.” This statement is reminiscent of “Emmanuel” in Matthew 1:23 and the deity of Jesus Christ. The Davidic Covenant is referenced in verse sixty-nine because the prophecy of Zacharias has application to both Advents.
2 Peter 1:21, “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”

Matthew 1:23, “Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.”

B. Words About Jewry.  (Verses 70-75)  

1. A Word About Scripture. (Verses 70-73)  Zacharias praised God because he recognized the coming of Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of prophecy. Nothing is more certain than the confirmation of scripture.  He understood the salvation of Israel in the Abrahamic Covenant. Zacharias was correct and the “holy covenant” will be fulfilled at the Second Advent. But he was probably not fully aware of the salvation of individuals that would result from the First Advent.  
2. A Word About Service. (Verse 74) What is the purpose after deliverance? Service. This is true of Israel collectively and believers individually. 
3. A Word About Sanctification. (Verse 75) The goal for the Israel was “holiness and righteousness” and that’s the same goal for the New Testament believer. It will not be fully attained in this life. Nevertheless, that’s the goal. It is also the standard for service that is pleasing to the Lord. Neo-evangelism (Harold Ockenga, 1948) tremendously lowered this standard for service among modern Christians.
Romans 3:1-2, “What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of circumcision? 2 Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of God.”

1 Peter 1:9-10, “Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 10 Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you:”

1 Thessalonians 1:9, “For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God;”

2 Timothy 2:21, “If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work.”

C. Words About John.  (Verses 76-79)  
1. His Calling. (Verse 76) John was called to be a prophet and he is the last of the Old Testament prophets (Luke 7:28). However, his ministry was somewhat unique because he was to prepare the way for the Messiah. The other prophet with this unique calling is Elijah.
2. His Commission. (Verse 77-79) John’s commission was to “preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins” to Israel (Mark 1:4, John 1:31). 
Isaiah 40:3, “The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.”

IV.
THE DEVELOPMENT OF JOHN.  Verse 80  

        John the Baptist had no time for youthful rebellion. He “waxed strong in the spirit” and developed    

        his spiritual skills in the wilderness until “the day of his shewing unto Israel.” 
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