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Teaching to the Children (not the Test)   

Whenever I have a conversation with educators 
who have been teaching for a decade or more, 
there is a recurring theme to our exchange.  
The educators lament how much more difficult it 
is to teach now.  They attribute that complexity 
to the differences they see in the children they 
teach today from those of the past. I am not 

sure children are really inherently dissimilar.  There is a body of 
research that explores all of the problems that children are 
exposed to now in order to support this theory of difference.  
However, this same theory could be applied to the teachers who 
are educating our children.  Teachers are also exposed to an 
array of issues that may affect the way they function.   

Reasoning and theorizing asideé what can educators do to 
improve their classroom environment so that it is conducive to 
maximum learning?  I purposed a theory of Compassionate 
Connectivity which was explored extensively in my dissertation 
research.  Additionally a fellow scholar, Greg Bridges, explored 
this concept with his theory of Empowering Empathy.  In 
straightforward terms, these theories explore the concepts of the 
leader in a classroom modeling the idea of care, concern, and 
connection between all members of the group.  As this modeling 
occurs again and again, children recognize the example being 
set for them and begin to embrace similar actions.  This 
compassionate or empathetic cycle begets more of the caring 
behavior which creates a connection of purpose for all.   

My mother told me of an event that occurred during her growing 
up years that left a lasting impression of her teachersô 
Compassionate Connectivity.  

The day started out as a normal one.  Cathy was solving math 
problems when it started to rain.  The rain was so heavy, it 
seemed the sky opened up and oceans of water were flooding 
the ground.  This downpour continued for hours without abate, 
and her teachers were becoming concerned about the creek that 
Cathy and her brother and sister crossed to get to and from 
school.  Miss Walters and Miss Bradley reassured the worried 
children and began walking with them toward the creek crossing.  
When they arrived, everyone was relieved to see daddy with a 
wagon hitched to a team of horses on the other side.  However, 
it was quickly determined that it would not be safe for either 
group to cross the swirling waters of the creek that was roiling at 
their feet.  Without hesitation, Miss Walters and Miss Bradley 
told Cathyôs daddy that they would take the children home with 
them to spend the night until it was safe for them to return home.   

As ófood for thoughtô for educators working with children no 
matter when or how they are raised, the following is a quote 
taken from my dissertation, Going Beyond Care, Concern, and 
Connection to Create a Classroom Environment of 
Compassionate  Connectivity: 

It is my strong belief that by nature we are all caring       
individuals. When we demonstrate Compassionate                 
Connectivity in our human interactions, we build trusting 
relationships.  Continuing to encourage the children to feel 
connection, we build on this foundation of trust.  Having a 
trusting relationship with our students is essential in the 
production of just and compassionate behaviors.  This 
connection reaffirms our sensitivity towards others and aids in 
transforming our (classrooms and) schools é.  

Stephanie K. Holcomb, PH.D., Zeta Eta, Alpha State/OK  
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Wasnôt it an 
exciting time 
in Shreveport, 
Louisiana at 
our National 
Convention?  
Eta State/LA  
and Mu State/ 
MS  Kappas 
did  a superb 
job planning 
and preparing 
for all of us.  

A special ñthank youò goes out to Mary 
Lou Hughes who made sure 
everything ran smoothly.  All of the 
business that was accomplished, 
a long wi th  such in format ive 
workshops, made for an enjoyable 
ñreunionò for Kappas from all across 
these great United States. 

The many wonderful Kappas that 
attended this convention certainly 
showed their love for Kappa in their 
participation and enthusiasm in being 
so generous in making donations to 
the General, Capital Improvement, 
and Scholarship Funds.  Kappas have 
come through in a big way this past 
year, as shown in the 154,924 hours 

volunteered and in the $860,663 
donated to various causes.  Kappas 
do have big hearts. 

I want to thank Past National 
Presidents Charlotte Schneider and  
Linda Smith for such a beautiful 
installation.  You both are very special 
to me.  I am so lucky to also be 
wearing the National Presidentôs pin 
that belonged to Elma Spurgeon, who 
was another Past National President 
from Ohio.  She believed in Kappa 
with her whole heart, and it is quite an 
honor to be wearing her pin.  

A great big thank you goes out to all of 
my Phi State Kappas who are truly 
amazing.  I thank each and every one 
of them for all of their support 
throughout this journey to becoming 
National President.  

Congratulations to all of the 2011-
2012 state and local chapter officers.  
It is each and every one of you that 
make Kappa stronger, just as each 
piece of a quilt makes the whole quilt 
stronger and more beautiful.  It needs 
each piece to make it whole, just as 
we need each and every one of you to 
make Kappa grow.   

Always remember that each piece of 
our Kappa quilt is held together with 
ñThreads of Friendshipò.  Members 
make us strong.  Please, reach out to 
others, and do your part in adding that 
one more piece to our Kappa quilt with 
your Thread of Friendship.  With each 
added piece, we will become a much 
stronger organization. 

I am looking forward to a great year as 
your National President.  Please, feel 
free to call on me at any time.  If you 
have any concerns, questions, or just 
want to say ñhiò, feel free to e-mail, 
call, or write to me.  

   

National President  Jeanne Blain ~ Threads Of Friendship Run Through Kappa 

 

~~~2011 Convention ~ Memories of Shreveport~~~  

~~~Threads Of Friendship Run Through Kappa~~~  



The KAPPA PROFILE  Fall 2011 Page 3 

    

          

   

   

2 011 - 20 1 2  S TAT E  P RE S I DE NT S  

~~~Threads Of Friendship Run Through Kappa ~~~  

 

Delta State/TX                 

JoAnn Collett   

ñKaleidoscopes for 

Kappas - Keystones of 

Knowledgeò                       

Epsilon State/AR          

Sharon Balloun                       

ñFly High with Kappaé    

The Sky is the Limitò   

Eta State/LA                            

Martha Thibodeaux                  

ñSpread Kappa Idealsò 

Theta State/AL       

Jennifer Whitley Childers          

ñKappa at Heartò 

Gamma State/KS                              

Jean Terrell              

ñBuild a Cornerstone for 

Kappaò 

Iota State/NE                     

Jodi Linhart                             

ñBook Your Adventure with 

Kappaò 

Lambda State/GA        

Kathy Russell                

ñKappa Kindness 

Inspireséò 

Mu State/MS                                                                                       

Marcy McMillin Bryant         

ñWeaving Friendships for 

Lifeò              

Nu State/CA                 

Phyllis JiJi                            

ñKappa Friends  

are for éò        

Xi State/FL                                      

Pat Davis                             

ñ50 Years of Kappa Charm 

in Florida, Xi Stateò 

Omicron State/IA                

Barbara Eckert                   

ñA Role for All,                      

No Role Too Smallò 

Rho State/NC                          

Freda Mayse            

ñBranching out with 

Kappaò 

Tau State/WY                            

Elaine Singleton         

ñPiece by Piece,                                    

We Build Livesò 

Phi State/OH                                   

Joann Velemirov             

ñKappa Sisters are Sew 

Specialò 

Psi State/TN                                        

Chris Hockert                  

ñSew Friends and Grow 

Kappaò 

Alpha Alpha State/KY 

Beverly Bosley              

"Kappas Weave a Fabric 

of Friendship"  

Alpha Beta State/IN            

Shirley Clark               

ñHoosiers for Kappaò 

Maryland/MD Chapter  

Karen Yoho            

ñBuilding Binding        

Friendships through 

Kappaò                                          

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~   Jeanneõs Quilting Bees~ 

Alpha State/OK  

Linda Long 

ñA Kaleidoscope of Kappa 

Jewelsò 

Beta State/NM                            

Patricia McFarland 

ñKappas are Like 

Aristocrats. They are the 

Catôs Meowò  

Upsilon State/SC  

Pamela Johnson 

ñLife is a Journey, 

Not a Destinationò 

Chi State/HI         

Elisabeth Brown                                

ñKappas are Blossoms, 

Woven Together in a Lei of 

Aloha, through Love and  

Serviceò 

Zeta State/MO                 

Janet Ulrich                                  

ñFriendships, Like Stars, 

Shine Bright in the Hearts 

of Kappasò 


