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February 5, 2026   
11 am—3:30 pm 

Sparks Masonic Center 

Newsletter 

February 2026 
Volume 40 Number 2 

 

Edited by  
Karen Olson 

 www.greatbasinbasketmakers.org 

 
WELCOME NEW MEMBER 

 
Kelli Bertoli, Sebastopol 

  
NEW MEETING TIME--Our new meeting time will be at 11:00 am, with doors 
opening at 10:30.  The agenda will be: business meeting, show and tell and brief 
lunch, then begin our program at 12:30 pm.   
 
Our program is:  HEARTS, HEARTS, HEARTS  
 
Make a heart shaped paper basket,  
  a woven felted heart valentine, 
    a woven heart or a paper card. 

 
 
Please bring any basket that you 
made during 2025 to display at 
the South Valley’s Library.  
 
The install date is March 3, with 
take down April 30.  If you cannot 
be at the February meeting but 
want to participate, contact Karen 
Olson or Sue Ann Monteleone to 
arrange pickup. 

March Newsletter Editor:   
Sue Ann Monteleone 

samonte@charter.net 

Please submit articles for  
the March newsletter  

by February 12 
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SUNRISE ST MARY’S ART CENTER 

  From my Desk…  I recently had a conversation with our former President,  

Betty Hulse.  She sends her regrets that she isn’t able to attend the regular meetings 

and classes at this time.  She has also requested to resign from her position on the 

GBB Board and Membership committee.  Betty wants to thank all the members for 

their continued support and participation in advancing GBB’s goals; and reaching out 

to the community encouraging and welcoming new members.  She is looking forward 

to once again joining us for meetings and events; and hopes to see all of you soon.  

In the meantime, please feel free to call her on her mobile phone, she would love 

hearing from you.  Wishing you the best, Betty, and hope to see you soon!!! 
 

 ENCORE...Margaret Mathewson, back by popular demand for the  

October 13-15, 2026, St Mary’s Art Center Workshop. She will be teaching an 

Asymmetrical Willow Basket.  This handled basket will feature a variety of stitches and 

woven designs.  So mark your calendar.  We had so much fun last year, we couldn’t 

resist doing it again.  Be that person that stays in the haunted room, just ask Victoria 

and Janelle about their experiences. 

 

I want to thank all the volunteers who helped inventory all of our donated materials 

and worked on our library in December.  That work day was a huge success, at least 

for me.  THANK YOU, THANK YOU!!!   We now have a complete set of GBB News-

letters in our library (we were missing only two issues for the entire 39 years--but I 

found the missing ones in Molly’s papers.)  Our next goal will be to sort and file all of 

the patterns which have been donated.  Our library is a great resource for our mem-

bership--so please take advantage of it, use it. 

 

 Cheers, 

 Karen Olson 

 
ATTENTION THE NEXT LIBRARY EXHIBIT: 

 

South Valley’s Library --  March-April 2026 
 

We are scheduled to set-up March 3 and takedown April30. 
Please bring any baskets you made last year, whether made in a class or on your own.   

We want to showcase the basket making experience and to take the opportunity 
 to display some of our library books and teaching aids. 

Since the installation is before the March meeting,  
please bring your baskets to the FEBRUARY MEETING 
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ROGER 

Sandy Z scored a Bald Eagle. 

February 19, 2026 
PAINTED PAPER BASKET 

With Karen Olson 
Sparks Masonic Center 

9:30 am-3:30 pm 
 

   
 

Class Fee: $35 mem/$45 non-mem 
Materials Fee:  $10 
Tools:  Scissors 
 
At this workshop, you can choose what 
type of paper basket to make.  You can 
construct a square basket similar to the 
blue/green one or weave a mat, then 
make it into a folded basket purple/
orange.  The baskets are made with 
painted watercolor paper either 90 lb 
(folded basket) or 140 lb (square basket)  
The baskets are finished off with either 
plastic telephone wire or waxed linen.   
 
If you have any questions, need more info or to sign-up contact Karen Olson 
at kvmikesell@hotmail.com.  Once you have signed up and paid, you may  
request a color preference and indicate what style basket you intend to make. 
 

 

 SOME IDEAS 
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ELI & BONNIE 

BARBARA NORMA 

 

Please come join us at May 12 – 15, 2026 at beautiful Zephyr Point Presbyterian Conference 
Center, located on the east shore of Lake Tahoe for three days of weaving. This year’s retreat fees 
for a shared room are $420, this is only $140 per night which includes all meals. What a bargain!! 
And what a location!  A deposit of $100 by February 5th will hold your space at the retreat.  If 
you prefer a single room the fee is $655. Confirmation email will be sent when payment is re-
ceived. All final registration fees are due by the general meeting on April 2, 2026. The class fees 
are listed below.   
  
Please make checks payable to: GBB, PMB 293, 8175 S. Virginia St. #850, Reno, NV, 89511.  
Please complete one form per student. For more information call or text Nettie at 530-906-0038. 
 

Cancellation/Refund Policy: A full refund of fees paid minus a processing fee of $15 for one class and $25 for 2 
classes if cancelled before the 4/2/2026 deadline. No refunds after 4/2/20265 unless GBB cancels the retreat. Any 
cancellation must be in writing and mailed to: GBB, PMB 293, 8175 S. Virginia St. #850,  Reno, NV 89511, or 
emailed to Nettie Fox at keepitwild@gmail.com. 
 

   Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

   Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

   City: _________________________________ State: _________________Zip:_______________ 
 

   Phone: ________________________________ Email: __________________________________ 
 

   Membership of $25 required if not a current member: _________________________________ 
 

   Diet Restrictions: _______________________________________________________________ 
 

   Roommate: ____________________________, Handicap Accessible room required: ___________ 
 

Class request/Sign-ups, classes are limited to 12 students per class. No phone-in registrations accepted. Classes are 
based on a first come first serve basis, fees include materials.  Please choose one class per day each class lasts all day. 
 

Wednesday’s Classes 
 

                        Palm Basket with embellishments with Jelena Clay                                       $90.00 _______ 
                         

            Huichol Indian Yarn Painting with Karen Huntoon                 (size 6 X 6)    $60.00 _______ 
 

Thursday’s Classes 
 

                        Gourd Fish with Knotless netting with Jelena Clay                                         $95.00_______   
                         

            Coiled Copper Wire Pendant with April Barber                                              $60.00 ______ 
 
             Please enter your amounts below: 
 
 
Retreat fee $___________________, + Class fees total $________________, = Amount Due $________________ 
 
Payment $__________________________  Check #____________________  Balance Due $_________________ 
 
I understand that a refund, minus the administrative fee, may be obtained until April 2, 2026.  After this date, 
no refunds will be issued. 
 
Participant Signature (required): ________________________________________ Date:____________________ 

 

2026 GBB Retreat at Lake Tahoe 
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GBB 2026 Retreat 
 

Wednesday, May 13 – 9 am to 5 pm  
Palm Basket with embellishments with Jelena Clay  
Class + Material Fees: $90      Tools needed: Towel, scissors 

                                                                         
Learn to make an unusual beautiful Palm basket with Jelena Clay. Jelena calls 
Hilo, Hawaii home, originally raised in Saratoga, California she has had a  
fascination with fiber work and gourds, along with the complicated techniques 
that Hawaiians use. This technique is different and fun. 
 

Wednesday, May 13 – 9 am to 5 pm 
Huichol Indian Style Yarn Painting with Karen Huntoon  
Class + Material Fees: $60     No tools needed and no experience necessary  
 
Yarn painting is a very relaxing and fun way to create. Students will start with their own (or 
provided) design and learn how to transfer the design to a wooden blank. Then apply wax/resin 
to the wood surface and learn the techniques for yarn painting. Students are encouraged to bring 
any yarns or novelty fibers they may have on hand, fine to medium 
weight.                                                                                
                                                                                                                                              

 
 
 
 
 
Thursday, May 14, 9 am to 5 pm 
Lauhala Fish with Jelena Clay 
Class + Material Fees: $95    Tools needed: Scissors 
 

Learn or refine your skill of knotless netting over a gourd to make whimsical fish 
with waxed linen. Each gourd has its own personality. Feel inspired and let your 

creative juices flow in this fun class.                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 
Thursday May 14, 9 am to 5 pm 
Coiled Copper Wire Pendant with April Barber 
Class + Material Fees: $60    Tools needed:  Smooth jaw flat nose  
pliers, wire cutter, small craft mat for your work surface, special 
charms you may want to include. Optional tools to bring if you have 
them: fine file, small sharp pointed punch, small leather or rubber  
mallet, folding tool (bone or plastic) 
 

Copper is a very exciting material to use in basketmaking. In this class, you will 
create a small twill-woven center surrounded by colorful coiled copper wire. Beads 

and charms may be added to make your pendant unique.                                                                                                                                                                                                         
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January 8, 2026 GBB General Meeting Minutes 
Submitted by April Barber 

 
Great Basin Basketmakers minutes, January 8, 2026    attendance: 9 on Zoom. 
Karen Olson called the meeting to order at 11:10 am on Zoom because of icy conditions and 
school delays. A few people didn’t get the message in time so showed up at the Masonic Center. 
The minutes from the November 6 meeting were approved as printed. 
Treasurer’s report: by April. Some renewals are coming in, either in person or by mail for annual 
dues. Thank you! 
Membership: by Karen. Annual dues are now due. 37 members haven’t renewed yet for 2026. 
Programs: by Karen. No program today because we are on zoom. 
The February 5 membership meeting program is a woven paper heart. 
3rd Thursday classes: by Karen. The monthly workshop for January 22 will use 1” wide ripped 
strips of fabric coiled over different sizes of piping filler or rope using a plastic needle to make a 
basket or a trivet. February 19 will be a painted paper class. 
Shows and Exhibits: The next exhibit will be at the South Valleys Library. Details on the theme 
of that one will be announced soon. 
Library Report: Lorrie gave us a reminder to return the books you checked out. 
Old Business: none. 
New business: by Nettie. The annual retreat is set for May 12-15. Registration is now open. As 
of now about 6 people are signed up. Last year 27 attended. Sign up soon to get your first pick 
of the classes offered. Reminder that there is a raffle Wednesday evening of the retreat and the 
silent auction closes Thursday evening. Bring cash or checks to participate in those exciting 
events. 
Show and tell: Several members had items to show. 
Adjourned at 12:15 

 

SOUTH VALLEY’S LIBRARY  
EXHIBIT 2022 
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Consolidated Thread Mills     Located Fall River, MA      www.consolidatedthreadmills.com     508-672-0032   
Good source artificial sinew, waxed linen and craft cords.  Call for pricing. 
 

Royalwood Ltd    Located Mansfield, OH        www.royalwoodltd.com          800-526-1630    
Books, patterns, weaving materials, reed, waxed linen, caning supplies, shaker tape,  Spend $100.00 or 
more and qualify for wholesale prices. 
 

The Caning Shop      926 Gilman St, Berkeley, CA 94710     www.caning.com         800-544-3373      
 Your source for caning, basketry and gourd crafting supplies, tools, and books. 
 

V. I. Reed and Cane, Inc    Located in Omaha NE        www.basketweaving.com             800-852-0025   
Reed, tools, caning, books and kits.  Good quality of reed. 

Great Basin Basketmakers Membership Application/Renewal 
Annual Membership Dues:  
Electronic newsletter recipients:  ❑ Individual: $25/year ($10 additional/year for family membership) 
Hard Copy newsletter recipients:  ❑ Individual: $35/year ($10 additional/year for family membership) 
 

Date _____________________________________  Amount: $__________       New _____  Renewal _____ 
 
Name _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City ____________________________________________ State __________Zip _____________________ 
 
Telephone   (______)_____________________Email ____________________________________________ 
 

Send this completed form and check payable to Great Basin Basketmakers and mail to: 

Great Basin Basketmakers  
PMB 293 

8175 S. Virginia St. #850 
Reno, Nevada 89511 

 

2026 Officers and Committee Members  
  

President:      Karen Olson  Board Chair:    Trisha Work 
Vice President :   Vacant  Board At Large:    Nettie Fox 
Guild Secretary:    Vacant  Board At Large:    Jennifer Jay 
Treasurer:     April Barber    Board At Large:    Sue Ann Monteleone   
    Board At Large:     Lorrie Moore 
    

 

Committees:  Library/Raffle: Lorrie Moore;  Retreat: Nettie Fox;  Grants: Betty Hulse, April Barber;  
Special Workshops: Sue Ann Monteleone;  Newsletter Editors: Sue Ann Monteleone, Karen Olson, 
Website: Jennifer Jay. 
   

If you are able to volunteer your service to help out GBB in any way, please contact Karen Olson at   
775-843-1361 or email to kvmikesell@hotmail.com 
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Great Basin Basketmakers   Established January 1987 
 

Meetings the first Thursday of each month at Sparks Masonic Center 
located at 2425 Pyramid Way, Sparks, NV.  Our new hours for meetings 
are 11 AM for our business meeting, followed by show & tell and bring 
your own lunch. A program/mini workshop begins at 12:30.   
All are welcome and we will be providing ZOOM access for those  
members who can’t attend the meeting.   
 

Membership dues for Great Basin Basketmakers are $25 per yr, $10 
extra per yr. for family membership (living at the same address), $10 
extra for a mailed newsletter.  Membership includes monthly  
newsletter, access to large library and reduced workshop rates.   
Dues are to be paid annually in January. 
 

Please direct address, email changes, membership dues, and requests 
for membership to:  GBB 
    PMB 293 
    8175 S. Virginia St. #850 
   ` Reno NV 89511 
 

Questions regarding workshops, events, etc. may be directed to our 
email at gbbreno@gmail.com  or check our website at: 
www.greatbasinbasketmakers.org.   If you would like to submit to GBBs 
Facebook page please send to BBFBpage@gmail.com  

Our Mission  
Statement 

The main focus of the  
Great Basin Basketmakers is 
to make baskets, to learn 
everything possible about 

the tradition and  
techniques of basketry and 

to pass this 
 knowledge along  

to others. 

Great Basin Basketmakers 
PMB 293 

8175 S. Virginia St. #850 

Reno, NV  89511 


