HIS EXPOSITION OF THE WORD

John 7:1-8:1

I. THE ANIMOSITY OF THE FAMILY.  John 7:1-10

A. The Date. (7:1-2) The setting for this chapter is the “feast of tabernacles” which was a harvest celebration. It was one of three observances involving a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. However, our Lord knew that opposition awaited him in Jerusalem according to verse one.
B. The Debate. (7:3-8) Our Lord’s brethren did not “believe in him” at the time, but they were willing to advise him. They encouraged him to “go into Judaea” for the exposure of his ministry. Why waste time in rural Galilee? Jerusalem was urban and it was the center of religious activity. They were seemingly ignorant of the eminent danger that Jesus faced. He instructed them, “The world cannot hate you; but me it hateth, because I testify of it, that the works thereof are evil.” His brethren were also ignorant of something else – the will of God. Their advice was wholly the result of logic. Jesus responded in verse six, “My time is not yet come: but your time is alway ready.” Finally, he sent them to the feast while he stayed back.
C. The Departure. (7:9-10) The Lord Jesus went to Jerusalem according to the will of God. His brethren had advised, “…shew thyself to the world,” but our Lord went “not openly, but as it were in secret.”
Matthew 13:54, “And when he was come into his own country, he taught them in their synagogue, insomuch that they were astonished, and said, Whence hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty works? 55 Is not this the carpenter's son? is not his mother called Mary? and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas? 56 And his sisters, are they not all with us? Whence then hath this man all these things? 57 And they were offended in him. But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour, save in his own country, and in his own house.”

II. THE ARGUMENTS OF THE JEWS.  John 7:11-29

A. Arguing About Him. (7:11-13) Even before Jesus arrived, “the Jews sought him at the feast.” Additionally, “there was much murmuring among the people concerning him:” They had traveled to Jerusalem from all over and the prophet from Galilee was a subject of much conversation. Opinions concerning him varied from “a good man” to a deceiver, but all of the conversation was discreet “for fear of the Jews.”
B. Astonishment At Him. (7:14-19) The “feast of tabernacles” was observed for seven days and the eighth day was a “holy convocation” (Lev. 23:34-36). Jesus arrived in the “the midst of the feast” and began teaching openly in the temple. The Jewish leaders marveled at our Lord’s ability to teach. They evaluated a teacher by the formal training he had received and they identified him with his rabbi (as Saul of Tarsus with Gamaliel). Jesus stood before them as a common man from Nazareth with no credentials and, yet no one spoke like him (7:46). Jesus addressed their astonishment, “My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me.” His understanding of scripture came from one greater than any Jewish rabbi – God the Father. Then our Lord challenged them, “If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.” The proof is in the fruit. These doctors were never able to discredit our Lord’s instruction, though the tried frequently. Next Jesus explained his motivation (7:18) which was an incitement against their pride. Finally, the Lord Jesus uncovered their hypocrisy in verse nineteen. 
C. Anger With Him. (7:20-24) Our Lord’s statement was met with denial, “Thou hast a devil: who goeth about to kill thee?” Then Jesus compared his work on the Sabbath with the work of the priests on the Sabbath. According to the Law of Moses the rite of circumcision was performed on the Sabbath and Jesus had healed on the Sabbath. He asked, "…are ye angry at me, because I have made a man every whit whole on the sabbath day?”
Acts 4:13, “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.”

John 5:16, “And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to slay him, because he had done these things on the sabbath day.”

D. Ambivalence Toward Him. (7:25-29) At this point, the Jews present were divided and confused. “Is not this he, whom they seek to kill?” “Do the rulers know indeed that this is the very Christ?” The Lord Jesus answered their questions loudly as he taught saying, “I am not come of myself, but he that sent me is true, whom ye know not.” He came from God whom they did not know.
III. THE ANTAGONSIM OF THE RULERS.  John 7:30-8:1

A. A Looming Danger. (7:30-36) “And many of the people believed on him.” So the Pharisees attempted to arrest the Lord Jesus, but “his hour was not yet come.” Jesus confounded them saying, “Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and where I am, thither ye cannot come.” The Jews had absolutely no understanding of our Lord’s statement. They said, “Whither will he go, that we shall not find him?” Then they reasoned, “…will he go unto the dispersed among the Gentiles, and teach the Gentiles?” To these Jewish leaders, the thought of going to the Gentiles was despicable. However, our Lord would later send his apostles to the Gentiles (Acts 1:8).
B. A Last Day. (7:37-39) The eighth day of the “feast of tabernacles” was a special Sabbath (Leviticus 23:36) and on this occasion Jesus offered a passionate invitation. He cried, “If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.” Then he continued, “He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.” The statement, “out of his belly (inward parts) shall flow rivers of living water” refers to the Holy Spirit which was given after Jesus was glorified (7:39). The thirsty soul that drinks of the “water of life” receives the Holy Spirit in endless supply and also gives in endless supply. The phrase, “as the scripture hath said” does not refer to a particular scripture reference, but rather, to the general importance of water in the Old Testament with passages such as Isaiah 58:11, Joel 3:18.
C. A Lively Debate. (7:40-44) These events resulted in division. “Many of the people therefore…said, Of a truth this is the Prophet.” Some said, “Shall Christ come out of Galilee?” They referred to Micah 5:2 which clearly states that the Christ would be born in Bethlehem. Those who rejected Jesus as the “Prophet” of Deuteronomy 18:15 were correct in their application of Micah 5:2. However, they had erroneously assumed that Jesus was born in Nazareth.
D. A Legal Defense. (7:45-52) The “officers” had failed to arrest Jesus Christ (7:32). So the Pharisees complained, “Why have ye not brought him?” They answered, “Never man spake like this man.” The Pharisees responded, “Are ye also deceived? Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed on him?” However, many among the rulers did secretly believe on him (12:42) and one came forward with a careful defense of our Lord. He said, “Doth our law judge any man, before it hear him, and know what he doeth?” The leaders then resorted to the erreous charge that Jesus did not meet the prophetic demands of Micah 5:2. The assembly was divided and rendered ineffective. Thus the attempt to arrest Jesus failed. His hour was not yet come.
E. A Lonely Departure. (7:53-8:1) Confronted with disorder, “every man went unto his own house.” However, Jesus traveled approximately two miles to “the mount of Olives.” Every man returned to the comfort of home but our Lord Jesus stayed outdoors during the night. No doubt he prayed, but he really had no place to lodge (Mathew 8:20). The next morning he would return to the temple in Jerusalem and face the Pharisees again.
Leviticus 23:36, “Seven days ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: on the eighth day shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: it is a solemn assembly; and ye shall do no servile work therein.” 

Proverbs 20:27, “The spirit of man is the candle of the LORD, searching all the inward parts of the belly.”

Revelation 22:17, ‘And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.”

Isaiah 58:11, “And the LORD shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not.”

John 12:42, “Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue:”

Matthew 8:20, “And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.”
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