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The Cherry Festival Parade starts at 10 a.m. this Saturday and the festival runs from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
PHOTO COURTESY CITY OF SAN LEANDRO 

San Leandro’s Annual Cherry Parade 
And Festival Set for Saturday

see LICENSE, page 8
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Former Letter Carrier Pens Suspense 
Novel: What If AI Goes Out of Control? 

Norbert Castro Sr. is a 
longtime San Leandro resident 
who spent 36 years working 
as a letter carrier in the city. 
He is the author of The Silent 
Coup, a novel that developed 
from his sustained interest in 
technology, ethics, and how 
systems of power affect ev-
eryday people.

Norbert said that he didn’t 
start out planning to be a 

writer but just by “listening 
to a story.”

He met a retired optome-
trist who had a powerful idea 
he had carried for years—
something about technology, 
control, and the direction the 
world was heading. He didn’t 
have it written down, but he 
could see it clearly. He asked 
Norbert if he could help bring 
it to life.

Norbert took that opportu-
nity and developed the story 

By Shirley Orille
San Leandro Times

as a screenplay by structuring 
his ideas visually—scene 
by scene, moment by mo-
ment—building the world 
as something you could see 
unfolding, not just read about. 
That process gave the story 
its pacing, its tension, and its 
cinematic edge.

“I expanded it, strength-
ened it, made it deeper and 
more grounded,” Norbert 
said. “What started as a shared 
concept became something I 

carried forward, honoring the 
original vision while building 
it into a complete, fully real-
ized story.”

That story became  The 
Silent Coup. Norbert initial-
ly developed the story as a 
screenplay, which received 
recognition as Semi-Finalist in 
the LA International Screen-
play Competition. 

“That experience encour-
aged me to expand the project 

The City of San Leandro is 
looking at placing a change on 
the city’s business license tax 
on the Nov. 3 ballot. 

The city’s “moderniza-
tion of the Business License 
Tax structure” would increase 
the cost of a business license. 

The City Council is sched-
uled to hold a special meeting 
to  review an update on po-
tential Business License Tax 
changes at its June 8 meeting 
at 7 p.m. in the City Council 
Chambers, 835 East 14th 

Street. 
San Leandro’s  Busi-

ness License Tax was last 
updated in 2016. For most 
business types, the current 
structure uses a base fee, plus 
a per-employee charge based 
on business type, rather than 
business size or revenue, ac-
cording to a city news release. 

The current proposal un-
der consideration could sim-
plify business categorization 
(reduced from 30 classifica-

The City of San Leandro 
will raise the Progress Pride 
Flag in front of the San 
Leandro Main Library on Sat-
urday, June 6, at about 11:30 
a.m. (about 15 minutes after 
the conclusion of the Cherry 
Festival Parade).

The speakers will be May-
or Juan González, Coun-
cilmember Victor Aguilar, 

and Councilmember James 
Aguilar. 

“San Leandro’s diversity 
is both inspirational and im-
pactful,” said Mayor Gonza-
lez. “That’s exactly why we 
must continue to courageously 
cultivate an inclusive environ-
ment where each person feels 
welcomed and celebrated. 

The annual Cherry Festival this 
Saturday has its roots in a bumper 
cherry crop in 1909 when the city threw 
carnival with a parade and thousands 
of pounds of cherries. 

Cherries will be on hand at this year’s 
festival, too. Though today, they’re 
grown out around Stockton and Lodi. 

This year’s festival will feature 
artisan and food vendors, a kids’ zone 

and entertainment on two stages – Far-
enhyte 5150, Conjunto Karabali, and a 
Prince tribute band – The Purple Ones. 

And don’t forget the pie-eating 
contest at 2 p.m. See you there. 

Thank
You!
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The San Leandro Public 
Library’s annual Summer Li-
brary Program began on June 
1 and everyone is invited to 
join in the fun and earn prizes 
all summer long.     

The “Plant a Seed, Read” 
Summer Library Program is a 
reading and activities program 
for all ages that runs from June 
1 to July 31.  Earn points by 
reading or listening to books 
and completing engaging 
activities. You earn 10 points 
just for signing up!

To participate, visit the 
Main Library, 300 Estudillo 
Ave., or the Manor Branch, 
1241 Manor Blvd. to receive 
your Summer Library program 
activity log, or join online 
at SanLeandro.org/Summer-
Reading. 

Kids and teens can use 
their points to buy prizes from 
the prize board, while adults 
will earn a chance to win a 
grand prize. Everyone who 
earns 100 points by July 31 
will receive a special finisher 
prize for their age category:

• Ages 0–11: An invitation 
to the Summer Carnival on 
August 1

• Ages 12–17: A gift card 
for As Kneaded Bakery (in the 

Main Library) or Clancy’s Ice 
Cream (Manor Branch)

• Ages 18+: A mini tote bag.
Youth finishers will also 

receive additional rewards, 
including a free pass to the 
Lawrence Hall of Science, a 
free recreation swim pass at a 
San Leandro pool, a ticket to 
an Oakland Roots match, and a 
chance to win four suite tickets 
to a Bay FC match.

Youth participants will 
receive a free squeezy soccer 
ball when they join the pro-
gram, courtesy of professional 
soccer team Bay FC, while 
supplies last.

“Our Summer Library 
Program is designed to bring 
the community together,” 
said Library Director Brian 
Simons. “We’ve created a 
lineup of activities and events 
that invite people of all ages to 
explore, learn, and have fun at 
their library. Summer reading 
isn’t just enjoyable—it plays 
an important role in helping 
students stay engaged and 
continue learning when school 
is out. We’re proud to support 
families and lifelong learners 
with a program that blends 
reading, creativity, and com-
munity connection.”

SL Library’s 
Summer Reading 
Program Offers 
Activities, Prizes

The San Leandro Unified 
School District (SLUSD) 
named  Don Harano, longtime 
custodian at John Muir Mid-
dle School, as the district’s 
2026 Classified Employee of 
the Year.

Don was a beloved mem-
ber of the John Muir Middle 
School community whose 
warmth and steady presence 
made a lasting impact on ev-
eryone who had the pleasure 
of knowing him, the school 
district said in a news release. 

Don helped make John 
Muir feel like a second home 
for all who entered its hall-
ways.

Colleagues remember 
Don as much more than a 
custodian. He was a friend, 
mentor, and father figure to 
many, someone who could 
be counted on for encour-
agement, laughter, and the 
“inside scoop” on daily life 
at John Muir.

“Don exemplified the heart 

of SLUSD,” said Dr. Michael 
McLaughlin, Superintendent 
of San Leandro Unified. “He 
helped create a school envi-
ronment where students, staff, 

and families felt cared for and 
proud to belong. We are hon-
ored to celebrate his life, his 
service, and the lasting legacy 
he leaves across our district.”

Please join all of San 
Leandro Unified in honoring 
Mr. Harano as the district’s 
2026 Classified Employee of 
the Year, as well as the fol-
lowing exceptional classified 
staff members chosen by their 
schools for consideration as 
the district launched its annual 
celebration of SLUSD Classi-
fied Employee Appreciation 
Week:

Garfield Elementary – 
Shannon Correa

Halkin Elementary – Jen-
nifer Amate

Jefferson Elementary – 
Elizabeth Haas

Madison Elementary – 

Karen Suktak Ngan
McKinley Elementary – 

Cecille Luna
Monroe Elementary – Car-

oline Ocampo
Roosevelt Elementary – 

Melissa Magdaleno
Washington Elementary – 

Sara Bethancourt
Bancroft Middle School – 

Vanessa Costa
San Leandro High School 

– Cristina Sosa
Lincoln High School – 

Suset Rivas
San Leandro Virtual Acad-

emy – Eula “Denise” Wooden
District Office – Ludi Du-

enas

The San Leandro Times 
is looking for a reporter 
with experience to work 
part time, covering local 
news and events. Send a re-

sume and a couple samples 
of your writing to jimk@
ebpublishing.com or call 
510-614-1557 for more 
information.

Reporter Wanted:
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Persian Calligraphy: 
A Journey Through Script and Ink

Discover the rich history and artistry of Arabic and 
Persian calligraphy through a live demonstration and inter-
active talk on Saturday, June 6, from 2 to 3 p.m. at the Manor 
Branch Library, 1241 Manor Blvd. Each guest leaves with 
their name beautifully written in traditional calligraphy.

Freshman Football at San Leandro High School
If you are an incoming 9th grader and would like to play 

Freshman Football at San Leandro High School, summer 
workouts will begin on June 8 at 3:30 p.m. on the field at 
San Leandro High School. For more information, call coach 
Pete Ballew at 510-846-6058. 

HICAP Counselors Assist with Medicare Issues
Health Insurance Counseling and Advocacy Program 

(HICAP) provides free, unbiased, one-on-one counseling 
and education to California Medicare beneficiaries to help 
navigate complex insurance options. Counseling is available 
by appointment on the second and fourth Wednesdays of 
each month at the San Leandro Senior Community Center, 
13909 East 14th St. For appointments, call 510-839-0393. 
HICAP counselors assist with Medicare benefits, claims, 
appeals, and fraud detection, but do not sell or endorse any 
insurance products. HICAP counselors are registered by the 
California Department on Aging.

Umpires Needed for H.A.R.D.
Hayward Softball Umpires Association is recruiting 

umpires year round to work paid HARD Recreation Softball 
games — men’s, women’s and co-ed slow pitch. Training 
for all age groups in fast and slow pitch. Email or call the 
educational director at umpire500.61@gmail.com or 510-
586-8592 between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. 

‘Venus Rising’ Concert by Music with a Mission
Music with a Mission will hold a concert on Tuesday, 

June 16, at 7:30 p.m. at All Saints Episcopal Church, 911 
Dowling Blvd, San Leandro. The concert celebrates the 
resilience, courage, and contributions made by women 
composers in transitional times. Quinet featuring Ertan 
Torgul (violin), Ivo Bokulic (viola), Eileen Moon (cell), 
Bill Everett (double bass), and Aileen Chanco (piano). 
Tickets are $45 for general admission, 30 and under $30, 
and students $20. Find tickets and concert program details 
online at www.tinyurl.com/VenusRisingConcert

St. Gerard Women’s Club Dinner
The St. Gerard Women’s Club at St. John’s Church, 264 

E. Lewelling Blvd. in San Lorenzo, will have a no-host 
saloon at 5:30 p.m. and grub at 6 p.m. on Saturday, July 
11. Catered by Texas Roadhouse. Raffle, dancing and door 
prizes. Tickets are $35. For tickets, call Pat at  510-278-4161 
or the recotory at 510-351-5050.

San Leandro Toastmasters Meet Every Thursday
San Leandro Toastmasters meets every Thursday from 

6:45 to 7:45 p.m. online through Zoom. Email sanlean-
drotm@gmail.com for more information. Also, the Toast-
masters meet in person at the San Leandro Main Library, 
300 Estudillo Ave., on the last Thursday of every month  
from 6:45 to 7:45 p.m.

Lose Weight by Joining TOPS
Resolved to lose weight in 2026? Join TOPS (Take 

Off Pounds Sensibly) for the support you need to start 
your weight loss journey. TOPS is a non profit weight loss 
support group that meets on Fridays at 9:30 a.m. (doors 
open at 8:45 a.m.) at the United Methodist Church, 19806 
Wisteria St. in Castro Valley. For more information, contact 
Linda Brooks at 510-461-3894. Join us for fellowship and 
support. What do you have to lose?

Teen Lounge
The Teen Lounge is open every Wednesday and Thurs-

day, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the San Leandro Main Library 300 
Estudillo Ave. Games, art, snacks, and fun. Open to teens 
in grades 6-12, no registration necessary.

Community Calendar
LEGO Club: Dinosaur World                             

Use your imagination and create a wonderful world of di-
nosaurs at the Lego Club: Dinosaur World on Thursday, June 
4, from 3:45 to 4:45 p.m. at the San Leandro Main Library, 
300 Estudillo Ave.For ages 5+. Legos supplied, you build. 

Tai Chi & Memory Care
Join theTai Chi and Mindful Movement class to support 

balance, focus, memory, and overall wellness on Mondays 
in June (June 8, 15, 22, 29) at 10:30 a.m. at the San Leandro 
Main Library, 300 Estudillo Ave. In this special 5-session 
series experience gentle movement and mindfulness in a 
supportive group setting. After each session, learn about the 
library’s Memory Care Kits and how they support memory 
health. Open to adults and seniors of all skill levels. No 
registration required.

The Buzz About Pollinators
Dig deep into the world of pollinators with Certified 

California Naturalist Maggie Flaherty on Saturday, June 
13, from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the San Leandro Main 
Library, 300 Estudillo Ave. Create a backyard oasis with 
native plants to promote pollination and learn fun facts 
about the species behind the natural ecosystem. Stay af-
terwards for Q&A, refreshments, and a rock painting craft.

Movies at Main: The Birdcage
See a screening of The Birdcage (1996), a hilarious, 

fast-paced comedy directed by Mike Nichols, featuring 
stellar performances from Robin Williams and Nathan Lane 
on Saturday, June 13, at 2 p.m. at the San Leandro Main 
Library, 300 Estudillo Ave. Rated R. Runtime 120 minutes.

Perry Yan’s House of Magic
Step into a world of wonder with Perry Yan’s House of 

Magic at the Manor Branch Library, 1241 Manor Blvd. on 
Tuesday, June 16, from 5 to 6 p.m. Enjoy an unforgettable 
magic show filled with surprises, laughter, and interactive 
fun for the whole family.

Library Events

To kick off the centennial 
year of San Leandro High 
School, join an all-alumni 
event on Saturday, June 6, 
from noon to 3 p.m. at San 
Leandro High School, 2200 
Bancroft Ave. Any and all 
SLHS alumni are welcome. 

Tickets can be purchased 
at https://ticketspotapp.com/e/
r8kv6 starting at $40. General 
admission tickets include 
event entry, alumni  t-shirt, 
catered lunch, school tours, 
and more. 

When purchasing a ticket 

San Leandro High School 
Alumni Invited 
To Celebrate 100th 
Anniversary in June

there is also an opportunity 
to give an additional donation 
to San Leandro High School 
and the San Leandro Edu-
cation  Foundation. Alumni 
may also nominate Admirable 
Alumni to be recognized at 
the event by filling out the 
google form at  https://bit.ly/
SLHSalumnom. 

Updates will be posted 
regularly on the San Leandro 
High School Alumni Network 
page on Facebook. For any 
questions, email Jenna King 
at jking@slusd.us 

Volunteer at the library and 
make a difference in some-
one’s life. Tutors help adult 
students improve their basic 
reading, writing, and English 
language skills. No experience 
needed. 

Training consists of 
an online orientation and 

Make a Difference in 
Someone’s Life, 
Be a Literacy Tutor

three workshops. Upcom-
ing  workshops  held at the 
San Leandro Main Library on 
Wednesdays, June 17, June 
24, and July 1, from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. 

Start with  the online ori-
entation at sanleandro.org/
literacy or call 510-577-3944.

The Ken Seideman Jazz Trio will perform on 
Wednesday, June 17, from 7 to 9:30 p.m. at The Bis-
tro, 1001 B St. in Hayward. Later in the week, the 
trio will be performing on Saturday June 20, from 
7 to 9:30 p.m. at Cordail Wine Bar and Bottle Shop, 
3295 Castro Valley Blvd. in Castro Valley. For reser-

Ken Seideman Jazz Trio to Play Wednesday and Saturday
vations, call 510-876-3368.

The trio plays jazz, rock, blues and reggae. Ken 
Seideman on piano and synthesizer, Ed Molyneaux 
on bass and vocals and Tim Caldwell on drums. To 
learn more about the trio go to, https://ksjazztrio.
com/

.

SUNDAY 12:12 P.M.

•	 We emphasize spirituality more than religion.
•	 We believe there are many paths to God.
•	 We show you how to transform your life through
	 practical spiritual principles.
•	 Everyone is welcome.

Spiritual, but not religious?
Watch 12:12pm Live-stream at  

unitysanleandro.org or on Facebook Live

Unity Church of San Leandro
Meeting in person on the 1   & 3     Sundays at 12:12 PM    

San Leandro Senior Community Center 
13909 E. 14th St., San Leandro

st rd

NO LIMIT!!!

• 14k/18k Gold
• Colored Stones
• Jades
• Pearls
• Watches
• Diamonds

KIM BROS. JEWELRY • 357-4069
14393-A WASHINGTON AVENUE • SAN LEANDRO

WED-FRI 11(ISH)AM - 5 PM/ SAT 11(ISH)AM -4 PM/ CLOSED SUN-TUES

Battery Replacement Jewelry & Watch Repair

Anniversary Sale
SINCE 1989

UP TO 50% OFF
With this ad. Expires 6/30/26

Expires 6/30/26

REGULARLY $15.00
With this ad. Expires 6/30/26.

$12 00

• No experience needed - we provide everything
• Summer training for new volunteers starts June 17
• Visit sanleandro.org/literacy or call 510-577-3944    

Become a tutor and help an adult learn!

PROJECT LITERACYPROJECT LITERACYPROJECT LITERACY
Adult Literacy & ESL Program
San Leandro Public Library

PHULKARI
INDIAN CUISINE

SPECIALS 
Daily Buffet - 11 am -4 pm

Mon-Fri: $17.99 - Sat-Sun: $19.99
Dinner 10% OFF (minimum $30.00)

(510) 888-9555
3418 Village Dr., Castro Valley - Open Daily 11am-10pm



  The 30-year fixed-rate mortgage averaged 6.53% this week. Pending home sales have 
increased three months in a row, indicating there’s latent demand and homebuyers are ready 
to jump back into the market if mortgage rates decline.

  The 30-year fixed-rate mortgage averaged 6.53% as of May 28, 2026, up from last week 
when it averaged 6.51%. A year ago at this time, the 30-year FRM averaged 6.89%.
The 15-year fixed-rate mortgage averaged 5.87%, up from last week when it averaged 
5.85%. A year ago at this time, the 15-year FRM averaged 6.03%.

Mortgage Rates 
Average 6.53%
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THINKING  ABOUT  BUYING  OR  SELLING?      CONTACT ONE OF THESE…

Dinh Truong Realtor®

By Carl Medford, CRS
Special to the Forum

Investors Fleeing 
California En Masse

between 18% to 32% during 
the past two years alone.
  Put simply, if you have 
owned a residence in Alameda 
County the past two years, 
your costs have skyrocketed.
  This fact also applies to 
rental housing providers and is 
even worse for those owning 
multi-unit properties. As an 

What do financing 
costs, insurance 
increases, taxes, util-

ities, labor, and maintenance 

expenses have in common? 
Answer: they all contribute 
to the rising cost of home 
ownership and being a rental 
housing provider in Alameda 
County. Here is the alarming 
part: depending on the type of 
property, local increases range 

example, it is almost impossi-
ble to insure 4-plexes and the 
limited policies available come 
with staggering prices.
  In spite of these increases, a 
State law from 2020 (AB1482) 
limits rent increases to a max-
imum increase of 6.3% from 
8/1/25 through 7/31/26. Some 
cities - including San Leandro 
- have even more restrictive 
rent controls. While tenants 
decry rent increases, the 
simple fact is that Bay Area 
housing providers have to try 
to keep up with rising costs. 
Also, do not forget that rents 
were locked during COVID 

and some housing providers 
never recovered.
  Some believe housing 
providers are milking their 
tenants with artificially high 
rents to pad their own pockets. 
Nothing could be further from 
the truth.
  According to BatchData*, 
approximately 75% of sin-
gle-family rentals in the East 
Bay are owned by individuals 
who own one rental. They 
are not “corporate landlords” 
An increasing number of 
these individuals are losing 
money every month and may 
be questioning whether they 
can continue providing rental 
housing.
  Anyone investing in the 
stock market expects to receive 
a positive return. Why then is 
there such negativity towards 
those who choose to invest 
in real estate for the purpose 
of providing much needed 
housing? An investor recently 
asked, “Why shouldn’t all 

residents – homeowners AND 
renters – be equally impacted 
by rising costs?”
  I just received a call from 
an investor who exclaimed, 
“We’re out!” he exclaimed, 
“We’ve just sold our last two 
properties in California – 
they’ve made it impossible 
for us to make any profit and 
we’re not a charity. We are 
moving our money to hous-
ing-friendly states.”
  They’re not alone. Investors 
are fleeing California, which 
continues to implement op-
pressive anti-landlord policies. 
Instead of increasingly pushing 
costs onto housing providers, 
it makes more sense for cities 
to put incentives in place that 
will motivate landlords to stay 
in town.
* Alameda (CA) Investor 
Pulse Report (2025-Q4)
   Carl Medford is a licensed 
Realtor with Keller Williams 
Realty and a licensed gen-
eral contractor. This article 

Antonio M. Cardenas

(510) 326-4263

Real Estate Broker - Ballroom Dancer

“The Realtors In Motion”

www.ListedbyAntonio.com • write2me2@aol.com
R.E. eBroker Group • DRE #00898737

Robert Jones   Associates

142 JOAQUIN AVE. • SAN LEANDRO • 510 -357-0120
RobertJonesandAssociates.com

and

— Matt Jones & Bob Jones
WE ARE HERE for YOU....

Put the Jones Team to Work for You!
SLHS Grads 1961 and 1990
US Navy 1966-1971
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SENIORS

Q.  My mom owned her 
home for 25 years before she 
recently passed, and she held 
that in her trust.  Her trust 
leaves it 50-50 to my brother 
and me.  I would like to keep 
the home by purchasing my 
brother’s interest for cash, 
and he is okay with that. 
Is there a way that we can 
do this without triggering a 
property tax reassessment, 
especially now that Prop 19 
has passed?

A. Yes there is. However, 
the matter must be handled 
in a special way.

Background: Proposition 
13, which California voters 
passed in the 1970’s to hold 
the line on property taxes, 
nevertheless allowed the 
County Assessor to reassess 
property whenever there was 
a “change in ownership.”  

Proposition 58, which the 
voters adopted later, provid-
ed that a transfer of a home 
between parent and child 
would not be considered 
a “change in ownership,” 

Preserving Your Late Parents’ Low Property Tax When Inheriting the Home
By Gene L. Osofsky, Esq.

Special to the Times
provided that a Claim for Re-
assessment Exclusion were 
timely filed.  Proposition 19, 
which became law in early 
2021, adds another layer of 
complexity to this matter.   

Under these Proposi-
tions, your purchase of your 
brother’s 50% interest using 
your own money would be 
deemed a “change in owner-
ship” as to that 50% portion, 
because it would be deemed 
a non-exempt transfer be-
tween siblings, rather than a 
parent to child transfer.  Your 
purchase of your brother’s 
half interest would then trig-
ger a reassessment as to that 
50%, and a higher property 
tax going forward.

Good news, however. 
There is a workaround that 
has been approved by the 
California State Board of 
Equalization (“BOE”).   If, 
rather than using your own 
money, the trustee of the 
trust borrows money from a 
third-party lender, securing 
that loan by the home, it-
self, and then distributes the 
entire home to you (encum-

bered by the loan amount) 
and an equivalent value in 
cash (funded by the loan) 
to your brother, there then 
may be no change in own-
ership and no reassessment, 
assuming that the value of 
the home is not more than 
$1 million above its assessed 
value when owned by your 
mother.  

You would  then  be 
responsible for the loan. 
Per   recent advice from 
the BOE, this strategy still 
works after Prop. 19. 

To illustrate how this 
applies in various fact pat-
terns, assume the following 

facts:  In each case assume 
that the home has a value 
of $500,000, that the trust 
permits a non-pro rata di-
vision of assets, that it also 
permits the trustee to borrow 
money, that you move into 
possession and treat the 
home as your own principal 
residence within one year 
of your mother’s death, that 
the value of the home has 
not increased more than $1 
million beyond its taxable 
value when owned by your 
mother, and that you file a 
timely Claim for Reassess-
ment Exclusion:

1) Scenario #1:   The 
only asset in the trust is the 
home. At the conclusion of 
trust administration, it is 
allocated by deed 50-50 to 
you and your brother.  Re-
sult: Change in ownership 
but only as to 50% owned 
by your non-resident broth-
er. Reassessment as to 50% 
of the home’s value.

2) Scenario #2:  The trust 
is comprised of the home 
and $500,000 in cash.  The 
entire home goes to you and 

all the cash to your brother.  
Equal division and no reas-
sessment.

3) Scenario #3:   The 
only asset in the trust is the 
home.  The Trustee borrows 
$250,000 from a third-party 
lender, and distributes the 
home encumbered by the 
loan to you and the $250,000 
in cash to your brother. Equal 
division and no reassess-
ment.

4)   Scenario #4:  The trust 
is comprised of the home and 
$100,000 in cash, for a total 
trust estate of $600,000.  The 
Trustee borrows $200,000 
from a third-party lender, 
and distributes the home 
encumbered by the loan to 
you and $300,000 in cash to 
your brother. Equal division 
and no reassessment.

Note:  These transactions 
must be handled very care-
fully, a suitable lender  en-
gaged and adequate docu-

mentation furnished to the 
County Assessor.  This is not 
a do-it-yourself project, and 
it is strongly recommend-
ed that these transactions 
be fully supervised by an 
attorney familiar with trust 
administration, non-pro rata 
distributions of trust assets, 
and Proposition 19.

If handled correctly, 
preserving a parent’s low 
property tax base can result 
in thousands of dollars in 
savings over time and help 
make retention of the family 
home a reality.

Gene L. Osofsky is an 
elder law and estate planning 
attorney who has been helping 
East Bay families for over 
25 years with Trusts, Wills, 
Powers of Attorney, Probate, 
Medi-Cal Planning, and relat-
ed matters. To contact his of-
fice, send an email to Gene@
LawyerForSeniors.com or call 
(510) 247-2555.

Gene Osofsky

Novel: ‘What if those systems go too far?’ 
continued from front page

Norbert Castro

see NOVEL, page 8

into a novel and bring it to a 
wider audience,” Norbert said. 

The author explained 
that at its heart:  The Silent 
Coup asks a question that feels 
more relevant every day: What 
happens when control doesn’t 
look like control anymore?

We live in a world shaped 
by artificial intelligence, data, 
and automated systems. Most 
of the time, we trust them.

But what if those systems 
quietly go too far? What if 
they begin making decisions 
for us—without us even re-
alizing it?

Living in the Bay Area, , 
you’re surrounded by inno-

vation. Technology isn’t ab-
stract—it’s part of everyday life. 

That proximity makes you 
think differently. It makes you 
question where things are 
going, and that perspective is 
embedded in the story.

Because the story started 
as a screenplay, everything 
is designed to feel immedi-
ate—tight pacing, grounded 
characters, and a sense that 
what’s happening isn’t far off.

This isn’t a distant future. 
It’s a version of now.

“I didn’t start this journey 
alone,” Norbert said. “It began 
with someone who had a vi-
sion but needed help bringing 
it into the world. I stepped in, 

started in someone’s mind…
and became something real 
on the page.”

built it out, and made sure it 
didn’t stay unfinished. The 
Silent Coup  is the result of 
that moment—a story that 

Castro Valley’s Vibrant  
Senior Living Community

Independent and Assisted Senior Living

Call for a tour and join our waitlist today!
(510) 733-2418  ||   baywoodcourt.org

RCFE #011440776/Health Center #550000793

 

The Winkler Law firm, one of the 
state’s oldest “legacy” firms,  

has served the Bay Area  
for 75+ years. 

 

LAW OFFICES OF  
ROBERT D. WINKLER, ESQ.  
IS CLOSING JUNE 1, 2026. 

 

Clients, cases, and  
all matters legal  

are confidently referred to: 
 

LAW OFFICE OF  
JEFFREY H. JORDAN, ESQ. 

510-357-3404 
JeffJordan@JHJAttorney.com 

 

Inquiries for Robert D. Winkler: 
510-357-3403 

 

PHULKARI
INDIAN CUISINE

SPECIALS 
Daily Buffet - 11 am -4 pm

Mon-Fri: $17.99 - Sat-Sun: $19.99
Dinner 10% OFF (minimum $30.00)

(510) 888-9555
3418 Village Dr., Castro Valley - Open Daily 11am-10pm



Classified Advertising

Whatever your specialty, the place 
to advertise is in the…

HOME SERVICES DIRECTORY
Delivered to 32,736 homes in
San Leandro, over
20,000 homes in
Castro Valley, and
another 8,264 are
delivered to
businesses and
libraries.

Call Now For A Free Written
Roof Analysis & Estimate

Serving San Leandro & The Entire
Bay Area. For Those Who Demand

Superior Personalized Attention.
SINCE 1975 / FULLY INSURED

Complete Residential & Commercial 
Roof Systems

(510) 357-5116

K     R E E D     R O O F I N G

Lic. #311818

RoofingRoofing

MEMBER www.WonderlinRoofing.com

$200.00 OFF
COMPLETE REROOFING WITH TEAR-OFF

One Coupon Per Customer  •  Expires 7/31/26

(510) 538-1530(510) 538-1530

FAMILY OWNED & 
OPERATED

since 1992
Reroofs  •  Repairs 

Dry Rot Repair 
Seamless Prepainted Gutters

FREE ESTIMATESCastro Valley      Lic. #642517 • Insured/Bonded

SERVICES DIRECTORY

Roofing / Gutters / Solar

FREE ESTIMATES
SENIOR DIS-

621-A WILLIAMS • SAN LEANDRO
STATE CONTRACTORS LICENSE NUMBER 260176

ROOFING CO.
~ SINCE 1922 ~

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING & GUTTERS
P.V. SOLAR / SKYLIGHTS

(510) 351-1922

Roofing Painting

FREE ESTIMATES

Diego Painting
•	 Residential/
	 Commercial
•	 Interior/
	 Exterior
•	 Power Washing

(510) 331-6152

Lic. #855054 • diegopainting@comcast.net
www.diegopainting.com

Plumbing

510-969-4358
LIC. #1026755

Compare
Our Prices!
FREE ESTIMATES

24/7 SERVICE

CAPELLI PLUMBINGCAPELLI PLUMBING
& DRAIN CLEANING& DRAIN CLEANING

Military & Senior Discounts
Family Owned & Operated

Trenchless Sewer Repair

Licensed Child Care
Nurturing Environment

Contact Us Today
This Ad Space Could be 
Yours! To reserve this ad 

space call advertising 
Sales Rep Patrick Vadnais 

at 510-614-1560

Child Care

ROOFING COMPANY

NEW ROOFS & REPAIRS

510-895-4433
FREE ESTIMATES  

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ROOFING
RAIN GUTTERS INSTALLED & REPAIRED

LICENSE # 657692

Dry - Rot & Termite Structural Repairs
Decking - Soffits - Fascias - Rafters - Gables - Etc
14349  WASHINGTON  AVE    SAN  LEANDRO 

Drainage/Structural

• RETAINING WALLS
• DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
• FOUNDATION REPAIRS
• SEISMIC UPGRADES
• CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION
 www.alameda-engineering.com

510-537-6550
General Engineering Contractors 

License# 562641
alamedaengineering@comcast.net

 Alameda Engineering 
 Since 1989

Gardening / Tree Service

EXCELLENT REFERENCES / SINCE 1994
INSURED / ALL WORK GUARANTEED / UNLICENSED

CALL 510-385-2122

TREE SERVICE

PEREZ
Gardening &
Maintenance

Pruning, Topping, Removing, Synthetic 
Grass Installation, Planting, New Lawns & 
Lawn Care, Sprinkler Systems, Lots & Hill-
sides Cleaned & Planted, Drainage/Gutters, 
Fences, Decks, Patios, Arbors, Concrete, etc.

FREE ESTIMATES

Painting

PHIL’S PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Residential & Commercial
Low Rates • Free Estimates

Excellent References
Since 2002 • Lic.#805192

PHILLIP LAWHUN
Bus (510) 317-1844
Cell (510) 681-8284

philspaintingco@comcast.net
www.philspaintingco.com

House Cleaning

www.tlc-housecleaning.com
510-481-9193

House Cleaning Service
Family Owned Since 1980

WEEKLY • BI-WEEKLY • MONTHLY

BONDED & INSURED  •  ALL TAXES PAID

EMPLOYEES 
COVERED BY 

WORKERS’ 
COMP. STATE 
DISABILITY 
INSURANCE FREE ESTIMATES

Specializing
in detailed 

cleaning tailored 
to your home

Email: PATTYATTLC@AOL.COM

Hardwood Flooring

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Jeff Today!

510-366-6491510-366-6491
Lic. #803455

FERREIRA’SFERREIRA’S
HARDWOOD FLOORINGHARDWOOD FLOORING

Sand • Install • Refinish
Glista • Oil Base

25 Years Experience

Beautify

Your 

Home
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

You can run a classified ad for 
a little as $35 a week. Your ad runs 
in both of our newspapers, the 
Castro Valley Forum on Wednesday 
and the San Leandro Times on 
Thursday. You can also save by 
placing your ad on our website at 
castrovalleyforum.com or sanlean-
drotimes.com. We’ll call you for your 
credit or debit card info for payment. 

To  place  an  ad  by  phone  call 
Patrick Vadnais at  510-614-1555, 

Mon-Fri  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

BISTRO/KARAOKE

*ZENTI BISTRO. KARAOKE with 
Host Fresh Kymm Every Tuesday 
6:30pm-9:00pm. *Ask about a FREE  
drink  with  purchase.  510-856-8541.
www.Zenti-Bistro.com  San Leandro

CATERING
*HONEY BROWNS CATERING & 
MEAL PREP. Cooking with Love. 
Theron & Yetta Brown 510-606-8063. 
honeybrowns4you@gmail.com

CONCRETE SERVICE

ISLANDER CONCRETE. Quality 
Work, Free Estimates. Lic.#989994. 
Steven 925-915-5240/ 510-798-3732.

CONTRACTOR SERVICE

NOTICE TO READERS

California law requires that contrac-
tors taking jobs that total $500 or 
more (labor or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State License 
Board. State Law also requires that 
contractors include their license 
number on all advertising. Advertis-
ers   appearing on this page without  
a license number indicate that the 
contractor is not licensed. You can 
check the status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov or 
(800) 321-2752. Unlicensed contrac-
tors  taking jobs that total less than 
$500 must state in their advertise-
ments that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License Board.

FENCES/DECKS

Fence wobbly? Call Randy's Fence 
Reinforcement and save thousands! 
510-706-6189.

FENCES/ DECKS Repair/ Replace, 
Gutter Cleaning. Insured/ Bonded. 
Jerry 510-410-2427

FLORIST
*LUCY’S CREATIONS - Voted San 
Leandro’s Top Florist. Flowers for all 
occasions. Local delivery available.

Lucyscreationsforyou.com

GARAGE DOORS

*HAPPY GARAGE DOOR REPAIR 
& MAINTENANCE. Best  Repair 
Service, Maintenance, Installation. 
415-716-2874.

GARAGE SALES

HUGE 4-FAMILY GARAGE SALE
Saturday, 6/6, 9am-3pm. 20212 
Meadowlark Drive, Castro Valley.

GARDENING

JAIME’S  GARDENING
Maintenance,  Trimming,  Clean-
ups, Hauling, Sprinkler Repair/ 

Timers. FREE Estimates. Insured.
510-299-9583

HANDYMAN SERVICE
*IT’S TOTALLY FINISHED CON-
STRUCTION. Specializing in ADU’s 
& Garage Conversions, Kitchen/ Bath 
Remodels. Floor Care: Vinyl & Lami-
nate (no hardwood). Lic.#583113. 
Call Martin Sharp 510-384-8041.

HAULING SERVICE
HAULING: Small  and  Big  Jobs. 
Furniture, Concrete, Wood, Trash, 
Metal, Demolition. Also house inside/ 
outside  cleanups.  510-715-1578.

HELP WA

The City of San Lea
accepting online app

Economic Deve
Program Specia

$8,994.00 - $12,353

Project Manager-I
Technology (IT M
$13,788-$16,760

For more detailed i
please visit www.san

EOE

HOUSE CLE
*JUST LIKE GRAMM
ING!! Detail Cleaner 
years experience. 30
Special $29 an hour. 
978-6803.

Santana’s Cleanin
Home/ Office. Licen
Bonded. Reliable/ Exc
ces. Great Prices. F
Call 510-928-9570.

www.santanascl

LOCKSM
*DAD’S LOCKSMIT
Service. Affordable Ra
Satisfaction.  Call  925

HOME SERVICES GUIDE
Help for the homeowner
means business for you!

To Place an Ad ...

Call  614-1558

ACTOR SERVICE

CE TO READERS

w requires that contrac-
jobs that total $500 or 
or materials) be licensed 

ntractors State License 
e Law also requires that 

include their license 
all advertising. Advertis-
ring on this page without  
umber indicate that the 
s not licensed. You can 
status of your licensed 
at www.cslb.ca.gov or 
752. Unlicensed contrac-
jobs that total less than 
state in their advertise-
they are not licensed by 
ors State License Board.

NCES/DECKS

bly? Call Randy's Fence 
ent and save thousands! 
89.

DECKS Repair/ Replace, 
aning. Insured/ Bonded. 

0-2427

FLORIST
REATIONS - Voted San 
op Florist. Flowers for all 
ocal delivery available.
screationsforyou.com

RAGE DOORS

ARAGE DOOR REPAIR 
NANCE. Best  Repair 
aintenance, Installation. 
74.

GARAGE SALES

HUGE 4-FAMILY GARAGE SALE
Saturday, 6/6, 9am-3pm. 20212 
Meadowlark Drive, Castro Valley.

GARDENING

JAIME’S  GARDENING
Maintenance,  Trimming,  Clean-
ups, Hauling, Sprinkler Repair/ 

Timers. FREE Estimates. Insured.
510-299-9583

HANDYMAN SERVICE
*IT’S TOTALLY FINISHED CON-
STRUCTION. Specializing in ADU’s 
& Garage Conversions, Kitchen/ Bath 
Remodels. Floor Care: Vinyl & Lami-
nate (no hardwood). Lic.#583113. 
Call Martin Sharp 510-384-8041.

HAULING SERVICE
HAULING: Small  and  Big  Jobs. 
Furniture, Concrete, Wood, Trash, 
Metal, Demolition. Also house inside/ 
outside  cleanups.  510-715-1578.

HELP WANTED

The City of San Leandro is now 
accepting online applications for: 

Economic Development  
Program Specialist I/II - 

$8,994.00 - $12,353.00 Monthly

Project Manager-Information 
Technology (IT Manager)- 
$13,788-$16,760 Monthly

For more detailed information, 
please visit www.sanleandro.org. 

EOE

HOUSE CLEANING
*JUST LIKE GRAMMAS CLEAN-
ING!! Detail Cleaner with over 20-
years experience. 30-Days Airbnb 
Special $29 an hour. Fatimah 510-
978-6803.

Santana’s Cleaning Services.
Home/ Office. Licensed/ Insured/ 
Bonded. Reliable/ Excellent Referen-
ces. Great Prices. Free Estimates. 
Call 510-928-9570.

www.santanascleaning.com

LOCKSMITH

*DAD’S LOCKSMITH. Excellent 
Service. Affordable Rates. Customer 
Satisfaction.  Call  925-820-5747.

MISC. FOR SALE
Willie Nelson and Marty Robbins 5-
LP/ vinyl box sets $50 total. 510-654-
1951.

You can place a FREE

“MISC. FOR SALE” ad
for items $50 or less

at: sanleandrotimes.com  
or at: castrovalleyforum.com 

or more info call Patrick Mon-Fri. 
9am-1pm at 510-614-1560
(some restrictions may apply)

PLUMBING SERVICE
*PRIEBES PLUMBING “Where You 
Can Count On Honesty & Quality”. 
Lic.#1034397.  Call  925-895-8977.

REAL ESTATE AGENTS

��
Are you interested in buying or 

selling a home or property?

Would you like the help of a 
Professional Agent?

For assistance call ...

*SCOTT HARRISON DRE#00966212 
Sunshine Realty  510-388-4536

RENTALS

APARTMENTS
LANDLORDS –  Advertise  your 
units! A vacancy day is money 
lost  forever ... R. Bowman

RESTAURANTS
*Café Sorriso - FREE Coffee or Iced 
Tea with meal purchase (offer 
expires 12- 31-26). 1501 Washington 
Ave.,  San Leandro.  510-351-3605.

SERVICES
HANDYMAN & CONTRACTORS 
You can run a classified ad for 
a little as $35 a week. Your ad runs 
in both of our newspapers, the 
Castro Valley Forum on Wednesday 
and the San Leandro Times on 
Thursday. You can also save by 
placing your ad on our website at 
castrovalleyforum.com or sanlean-
drotimes.com. We’ll call you for your 
credit or debit card info for payment. 

To  place  an  ad  by  phone  call 
Patrick Vadnais at  510-614-1560, 

Mon-Fri  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

YOUR INFO
Advertise your Home for rent in the

San Leandro Times & Castro Valley Forum

DON’T LET ANOTHER WEEK SLIP BY!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

To place an ad call 510-614-1558

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:

Monday Noon.

LANDLORDS - Advertise your units!

– A vacancy day is money lost forever –

R. Bowman

NEED - MUSIC LESSONS or

PIANO TUNING? 

Check the Classified Ads under

“MUSICAL SERVICES” for help.



Letters must include the writer’s name, address and 
phone number, and must be under 300 words. Letters 
can be edited for clarity or length. Letters are the views 
of the author and not necessarily the views of the 
newspaper or its advertisers. E-mail letters to: letters@
ebpublishing.com or send by mail to: The Editor, San 
Leandro Times, 2060 Washington Ave., San Leandro, 
CA 94577. 

LETTERS to the EDITOR
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ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No: 26CV189296
Superior Court of California, County of Alameda. In the matter of the pe-
tition to change the name(s) of Lisette Cristina Kerr Petitioner(s) Lisette 
Cristina Kerr has/have filed a petition with this court for a decree chang-
ing name(s) as follows: Lisette Cristina Kerr to Nina Lisette Kerr. The 
court orders that all persons interested in this matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated below to show cause, if any, why the petition 
for change of name should not be granted. Any person objecting to the 
name changes described above must file a writen objection that includes 
the reasons for the objection at least two court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must appear at the hearing to show cause why 
the petition should not be granted. If no written objection is timely filed, 
the court may grant the petition without a hearing. 24405 Amador Street 
Dept. 514, Hayward, CA 94544 on JULY 24, 2026 at 9:00 o’clock a.m. A 
copy of this order to show cause shall be published at least once each week 
for four successive weeks prior to the date set for hearing on the petition 
in the following newpaper of general circulation, printed in this county 
The San Leandro Times. The court orders that all persons interested in this 
matter are directed to make known any objection that they may have to the 
granting of the petition for change of name by filing a written objection, 
which includes the reasons for the objection, with the court at least two 
court days before the matter is scheduled to be heard and by appearing in 
court at the hearing to show cause why the petition for change of name 
should not be granted. If no written objection is timely filed, the court may 
grant the petition without a hearing.
Dated: MAY 13, 2026
MICHAEL M. MARKMAN - Judge of the Superior Court

MAY 28, JUNE 04, 11, 18, 2026

FILED                                      May 18 , 2026 
MELISSA WILK                       County Clerk
                                      ALAMEDA COUNTY
                                        By----------, Deputy
                                            FILE NO. 623430

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

Pursuant to Business and
Professions Code

Sections 17900-17930
The name of the business(es): 
Bombita Bay Brew located at 17245 Via 
Frances San Lorenzo, CA 94580. Ala-
meda County, is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s): Maria Magallon 
located at 17245 Via Frances., San Lo-
renzo, CA 94580. This business is con-
ducted by a Individual. This business 
commenced N/A
/s/ Maria Magallon
This statement was filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of Alameda County on date in-
dicated by file stamp above.
Expires May 17, 2031

FILED                                         May 6 , 2026 
MELISSA WILK                       County Clerk
                                      ALAMEDA COUNTY
                                        By----------, Deputy
                                            FILE NO. 623087

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

Pursuant to Business and
Professions Code

Sections 17900-17930
The name of the business(es): 
Vanidad Real Style located at 14410 
Washington Ave., Ste 104 San Leandro, 
CA 94578 Alameda County, is hereby 
registered by the following owner(s): 
Sandra Yadira Valencia located at 1360 
144th Ave., San Leandro, CA 94578. This 
business is conducted by a Individual. 
This business commenced 06/03/2010
/s/ Sandra Yadira Valencia
This statement was filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of Alameda County on date in-
dicated by file stamp above.
Expires May 5, 2031

May 28, June 04, 11, 18, 2026

FILED                                         May 6 , 2026 
MELISSA WILK                       County Clerk
                                      ALAMEDA COUNTY
                                        By----------, Deputy
                                            FILE NO. 623088

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

Pursuant to Business and
Professions Code

Sections 17900-17930
The name of the business(es): 
Iron Core Fitness located at 14410 
Washington Ave., Ste 110 San Leandro, 
CA 94578 Alameda County, is hereby 
registered by the following owner(s): 
Juan Carlos Hurtado located at 14410 
Washington Ave., Ste 110 San Leandro, 
CA 94578. This business is conducted 
by a Individual. This business com-
menced 03/30/2009
/s/ Juan Carlos Hurtado
This statement was filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of Alameda County on date in-
dicated by file stamp above.
Expires May 5, 2031

LEGAL NOTICES

Infrastructure Needs 
Are Real

Editor,
Recent public discus-

sion around the Citizens 
for a Safe and Vibrant 
San Leandro measure has 
become increasingly harsh, 
with some critics portraying 
the residents behind it as 
misguided or self-interested. 
That characterization does 
not reflect the people I have 
worked alongside.

Most are ordinary resi-
dents volunteering their time 
with very limited resources 
because they are concerned 
about San Leandro’s long-
term future. 

They see aging roads, 
public facilities, flood miti-
gation needs, emergency ac-
cess concerns, and deferred 
infrastructure maintenance 
continuing to grow more 
serious and more expensive 
each year. 

Reasonable people can 
disagree about taxes or 
whether this measure is the 
right solution. That is part of 
a healthy civic process. But 
the motivation behind this 
effort is not greed or political 
opportunism. 

It is concern that con-
tinued delay will eventually 
leave the city facing infra-
structure failures that are far 
more disruptive and costly to 
repair. 

Deferred maintenance 
does not disappear. In many 
cases, the longer repairs are 
postponed, the more expen-
sive they become.

The late former Mayor 
Stephen Cassidy often spoke 
about long-term stewardship 
and preparing San Leandro 
for future challenges. 
Whether residents support 
or oppose this measure, I 
hope we can approach these 
conversations with that same 
spirit of seriousness, respect, 
and concern for the city we 
share.

Sky Woo
San Leandro

Think Twice 
Before Signing

Editor,
Anne Cawood (“Revenue 

Measure Needed,” Letters 
to the Editor, May 21, 2026) 
paints a pretty picture of 
what her proposed revenue 
measure will fund. However, 
as vice president of the Bay-
O-Vista Improvement Asso-
ciation, she seems primarily 
focused on securing taxpayer 
money for an expensive local 
project that heavily benefits 
her own neighborhood’s 
convenience.

While her letter lists 
an appealing registry of 
city-wide fixes—from mold 
remediation to trail repairs—
voters must read the actual 
fine print. Buried at the very 
end of the ordinance is a 
massive loophole: “This 
ordinance establishes a 
funding mechanism and does 
not commit the City to any 
specific project.” 

In other words, there 
is absolutely no guarantee 
that any of these promised 
community improvements 
will ever see the light of day. 
Residents across all of San 
Leandro should think twice 
before signing a petition 
for a blank-check measure 
that guarantees nothing but 
taking our money.

Peggy Fischer
San Leandro

Where Are Our 
Tax Dollars Going?

Editor,
As San Leandro res-

idents, we must ask why 
our essential tax dollars are 
continuously being stretched 
thin. Every day, we navigate 
deteriorating roads, delayed 
utility updates, and a strained 
public safety infrastructure. 
When seconds count, we 
deserve an absolute guaran-
tee on robust 911 emergency 
response times, neighbor-
hood patrols, and parks that 
remain unequivocally safe 
for our families.

Yet, these vital core func-
tions face constant shortfalls. 
Instead of a clear focus on 
the basics, citizens face reg-
ular hikes under the label of 
“fee restructuring” alongside 
predictable requests to vote 
for additional tax measures 
at the ballot box. Taxpayers 
are consistently stepping up 
to provide local revenue, so 
it is entirely reasonable to 
expect the city to optimize 
how it manages existing 
public funds.

A glaring area of un-
necessary spending lies 
in internal administrative 
management. San Leandro 
pays for its own internal, 
fully staffed City Attorney’s 
office to handle municipal 
legal affairs. 

Despite this, whenever 
serious internal employee 
complaints or workplace 
allegations arise, the city 
routinely bypasses its in-
ternal resources and retains 
high-priced outside legal 
counsel. This choice repeat-
edly siphons tens of thou-
sands of dollars per incident 
away from our streets. 

Thorough investigations 
are legally mandatory, but 
outsourcing this work to pri-
vate law firms burns through 
funds that could otherwise 
fill immediate potholes, up-
grade emergency services, or 
safeguard public spaces.

Commendable com-
munity programs for our 
seniors and youth undeniably 
enhance local quality of 
life, but they must not take 
precedence over primary 
infrastructure. A city cannot 
successfully build a contin-
uously strong community 
if its very foundation is 
under-funded. It is time to 
pause the expensive outside 
legal contracting, respect the 
taxpayers, and pivot resourc-
es back to the vital basics 
that keep San Leandro safe 
and moving forward.

Peggy Heubel
San Leandro

Questions About 
Development

Editor,
As  a result of the recent 

bribery conviction of a San 
Leandro City Councilman, 
I remain suspicious of the 
development of a planned 
51-unit apartment of 
below-market housing, espe-
cially when this property has 
remained vacant for the past 
5 years (San Leandro Times, 
April 30, 2026).

Questions raised: How 

much did the San Leandro 
Unified School District 
(SLUSD) pay for the proper-
ty at 1388 Bancroft Ave-
nue? Any new loans on this 
property? 

If so, how much? Will the 
development of this property 
endanger the financial health 
of SLUSD? Are any other 
school districts develop-
ing below-market housing 
for their teachers and staff? 
If so, which ones?

What is the liability of 
the SLUSD in owning this 
property? If massive injuries 
were to occur to this building 
and to the teachers living 
inside, will SLUSD be held 
responsible?

George Z. Banks
San Leandro

District Voting Measure 
Lacks Opposing Argument
Editor,

This district-voting 
proposal did not emerge 
from years of broad public 
discussion. It arose from liti-
gation challenging the city’s 
current election system. Yet 
instead of fully resolving 
that legal question, taxpay-
ers are now being asked to 
spend roughly $500,000 on a 
special election to change the 
City Charter. 

Regardless of where one 
stands on district elections, 
that process should give 
residents pause.

The City Council voted 
on February 2 to place the 
measure on the ballot, but 
the deadline to submit an 
opposing argument came just 
eight days later, before many 
residents were even aware 
the measure existed. 

The San Leandro Times 
did not publish details 
until after that deadline had 
passed. As a result, voters are 
left without seeing both sides 
represented in the ballot 
materials.

That is not the kind of 
open civic process a charter 
amendment deserves.

And the question here 

is bigger than one lawsuit. 
Should all San Leandro vot-
ers continue to have a city-
wide voice in choosing every 
council member, or should 
that voice be reduced?

That question deserves 
robust public debate, not a 
rushed special election in a 
low-turnout cycle.

Reasonable people can 
disagree on election reform. 
But major structural chang-
es to how our democracy 
works should be transparent, 
deliberate, and fully debated 
before voters are asked to 
decide.

Chris Langsdale
San Leandro

Send a letter to the 

editor to Letters@

ebpublishing.com

Letters must in-

clude the writer’s 

name, address and 

telephone number.

CALL 510-614-1555
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License: Public can weight in on business license tax 
continued from front page

Pride: Park at the
city parking garage 
continued from front page

Novel: ‘Some books 
capture the reader’s 
attention and refuse to let go’ 
continued from page 5

The San Leandro Art As-
sociation (SLAA) will host 
a free art presentation on 
Tuesday, June 9, at the Main 
Hall of the First Presbyterian 
Church of San Leandro, 180 
Estudillo Ave. Refreshments 
at 5:30 p.m., a meeting at 6 
p.m., and an art demonstration 
at 6:30 p.m. which should last 
about an hour. Local artist, 
Kim Cardoso, who creates en-
caustic paintings, will discuss 
her techniques and explaining 
the medium. Members will 
also display artwork for the 

Artist of the Month Contest. 
All ages are welcome. Email 

contact@sanleandroart.com 
for more information.

The San Leandro Art Association Presents 
A Talk by Encaustic Artist Kim Cardoso 

Our LGBTQ+ community 
has my unwavering support, 
as we work together to ensure 
that everyone is treated with 
dignity and respect.”

Elected officials and com-
munity leaders have confirmed 

their attendance at the ceremo-
ny. Parking is limited because 
of the Cherry Parade. The City 
of San Leandro advises to park 
in the city parking garage, 122 
Estudillo Ave. There is limited 
free parking on public streets 
near the Main Library.

A review of the book 
was shared by local resident, 
Yvette Camara-Santos, who 
said “Some books immediate-
ly capture a reader’s attention 
and refuse to let go. 

The Silent Coup is one of 
those rare reads. This book is 
an easy and enjoyable read, 
filled with excitement around 
every corner. The suspense 

carries the reader forward 
naturally, making it a story 
that keeps readers invested 
without effort. 

The Silent Coup is a book 
many readers will truly love, 
and it leaves one looking for-
ward to what the author will 
write next.”

The Silent Coup is avail-
able in major bookstores,  
Amazon, and other platforms.

tions to 9), according to City 
Hall. It would also shift to a 
gross receipts tax based on an-
nual revenue generated from 
business activity taking place 
solely within the City of San 
Leandro.   

The public may provide 
comments on potential Busi-
ness License Tax changes in a 
variety of ways: 

 
Provide Written Comments 

• Respond to a public sur-
vey at www.sanleandro.org/
welisten 

• Complete a comment 
form at www.sanleandro.
org/2026BizTax 

• Submit  eComments  for 
the June 8th meeting begin-
ning on Friday, June 5th at 
https://sanleandro.legistar.
com/Calendar.aspx 

• Email to the City Council 
at citycouncil@sanleandro.org 

• Text message to 510-
460-5828 

Attend a Public Meeting 
• The first meeting is being 

held on Monday, June 8 at 7 
p.m. in the City Council Cham-
bers, 835 East 14th Street, San 
Leandro 

• The meeting may be at-

tended in person, or virtually 
via Zoom 

• The agenda, meeting ma-
terials, and online link will be 
provided by Friday, June 5th at 
https://sanleandro.legistar.
com/Calendar.aspx  

After the June 8 meet-
ing, the City Council may 
also consider voting at a lat-
er  regular City Council meet-
ing to place a Business Li-
cense Tax Modernization mea-
sure on the November ballot. 

Tentative dates for that vote 
are under consideration in-
clude June 15 or July 6. 

More information on the 
meeting and how to par-
ticipate in person and on-
line may be found through the 

City’s Meeting Central online 
portal: https://sanleandro.leg-
istar.com/Calendar.aspx 

For more details  includ-
ing  estimating potential new 
tax rates, visit SanLeandro.
org/2026BizTax

ROOFING COMPANY

Dry - Rot & Termite Structural Repairs
Decking - Soffits - Fascias - Rafters - Gables - Etc

510-895-4433

 WEB SITE : BANNERROOFINGCOMPANY.COM

A+ RATED

401  McCORMICK  ST ,  SAN LEANDRO 

  FLAT ROOF SILICONE COATINGS & RESTORATION

NEW ROOFS & REPAIRS 
NEW GUTTERS & REPAIRS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ROOFING

FREE ESTIMATES BY OWNER MIKE BANNER

    ROOF ATTIC   

FINANCIAL
HOME IMPROVEMENT LOANS

&  ROOF ATTIC

CONTRACTORS LICENSE #  657692
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